Public Involvement Overview

December 2010
Hotline Calls 7
Website Comment Sense Submissions/Inquiries 9

Community Outreach

Speakers Bureau |
Neighborhood Boards 6
WOFH Outreach 0
Events 0
TV/Radio Appearances 0
Speakers Bureau:
e Friday, December 17 AACE Meeting
Neighborhood Board:
e Wednesday, December 1 Makakilo/Kapolei Neighborhood Board
e Thursday, December 2 Downtown Neighborhood Board
e Tuesday, December 7 Waianae Neighborhood Board
e Thursday, December 9 Salt Lake Neighborhood Board
e Thursday, December 9 Ewa Neighborhood Board
e Tuesday, December 21 Nanakuli Neighborhood Board
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New Report on Honolulu's Rail Project Raises Issues | KHON2 Hawaii's News Leader Page 2 of 2

law.

Mayor Peter Carlisle says he has not yet read the report and couldn't comment.

http://www.khon2 com/news/local/story/New-Report-on-Honolulus-Rail-Project-Raises-Is... 12/3/2010
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Rail Critics Say State Report Will Go To Feds | Hawaii Reporter Page 2 of 6

things the city and the mayor have issues with,” said City spokeswoman Louise Kim McCoy.

The release of the report was one of the last acts of Gov. Linda Lingle before she left office,
with the study receiving a cool reception from some rail proponents who believed Lingle
disliked the rail project and had ordered the review to slow or derail it.

Last week Carlisle criticized the report and vowed to push ahead with rail, which city studies
show is the best solution for relieving traffic congestion along a 20-mile route between
Kapolei and Ala Moana Center.

City studies have identified the elevated rail project as being superior to alternatives such as a
managed lane system or building so-called “hot lanes” that buses and cars paying tolls could
use.

The rail system was found to be superior to alternatives in reducing commuter delays and rush
hour traffic volume while producing less pollution and using less energy. The project has won
the support from Hawaii’s Congressional delegation and in the past has been favored by now
Gov. Neil Abercrombie, who must sign off on an environmental impact statement before the
project moves forward.

Lingle wasn’t seen as fully backing the project and turned off some rail backers when she
ordered the financial study.

The report doesn’t pass judgment on the project feasibility but examines whether the project
finances by scrutinizing it in a way that lenders or bond agencies might. In that respect the
executive summary reads like a stock prospectus, focusing attention on potential financing
pitfalls or other issues that might jeopardize its economics.

CARLISLE DEFENDS CITY ESTIMATES

The findings call into question the city’s financial projections, prompting Carlisle to strongly
defend the city’s estimates and say the author’s motives were questionable.

But observers and some rail opponents believe the report will be of interest to the project
management oversight and financial management oversight contractors that advise the
Federal Transit Administration staff.

Rail opponents said the fact that the state and not an anti-rail group sponsored the report,
along with FTA consultants’ desire to review analyses so their own critiques are more precise,

means the report will find an audience outside of Honolulu Hale.

“They can kill the messenger with me and get away with it,” said Cliff Slater, who has been a
persistent and vocal opponent to the rail project.

“But they can’t do that with IMG and CBRE.”

Slater noted the Infrastructure Management Group, or IMG, and report team member CB
Richard Ellis are national firms whose work can’t be easily dismissed.

IMG is in the business of advising municipalities and states on managing and financing

http://www.hawaiireporter.com/rail-critics-say-state-report-will-go-to-feds 12/10/2010
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infrastructure projects and counts among its current engagements a role as the lead financial
advisory firm to the California High-Speed Rail Authority.

IMG also has worked in the past with the U.S. Transportation Department’s Transportation
Infrastructure Finance and Innovation Act Joint Program Office to arrange financing for
projects.

Rail opponents said the FTA would most likely want to consider what’s in the report if the
project moves to a full funding agreement and goes before the House Transportation and
Infrastructure Committee. Ignoring the IMG study might prompt committee members to
question why the numbers had not been reviewed.

The committee’s leadership is changing with Republicans coming into power in the House
and will be headed by Florida Rep. John Mica. The congressman is known as a proponent of
cutting government spending and once expressed doubts about funding a high-speed rail
project in Florida.

Panos Prevedouros, who ran against Carlisle for governor with a stop-rail platform, said he
will make sure Congress receives the IMG report.

“It’s a significant data point,” said Prevedouros, who also is contemplating a lawsuit against
the project involving environmental law.

“There’s the bridge to nowhere. This is heavy rail on a tiny island.”

The FTA last year signaled that the city would have to sharpen its financial plan if it expects
to meet its financial standards for moving the project into a final design phase. That includes
more work looking at cost increases, possible revenue shortfalls and competing demands for
funding sources.

Kobayashi noted the FTA’s desire to see a better financial plan from the city and said she’d
like to see what others think of the report. She said the city needs to have a good financial
plan if it is to avoid floating bonds because federal funding isn’t coming in on a hoped-for
basis. Under a FTA Full Funding Grant Agreement any revenue shortfalls or cost overruns are
paid for by the local government.

Accordingly there should be a hearing or forum on IMG’s report for its findings can be
discussed further. “So that taxpayers know what’s happening,” said Kobayashi, who favors
Honolulu building a light-rail project instead of a so-called heavy rail system that’s elevated.
“I’'m sure IMG did an unbiased and as complete a study as they could.”

MOST LIKELY SCENARIO

The IMG report said city costs would escalate under what it deemed to be the most likely
scenario for the project. It estimated rail construction, operations and maintenance would be

$1.72 billion more than the city’s $5.27 billion estimate.

The IMG said in some cases it went along with city projections and in others it came up with
its own models, forecasts and funding estimates. The report includes the work of at least two

http://www.hawaiireporter.com/rail-critics-say-state-report-will-go-to-feds 12/10/2010
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other consultants, with analysis also being provided by the Land Use and
EconomicConsulting Group of CB Richard Ellis and transit expert Thomas A. Rubin.

The findings included:

e Revenue from the 0.5 percent General Excise Tax surcharge will fall short by roughly
$800 million primarily because CB Richard Ellis’ models show a 4 percent growth rate
in the revenues rather than the 5.4 percent used in the city’s model.

e Bridge financing will be needed while waiting for $1.55 billion in New Starts funding
from the federal government.

e The debt required to finance the project might push the city’s annual debt service above
budget guidelines. The city is also facing a large worker pension and retiree healthcare
liability.

e Honolulu could overcome some of the financial issues by extending or increasing the
temporary General Excise tax surcharge.

e Funding from a federal Bus Discretionary Fund most likely will be $166.4 million
compared to the $419 million envisioned.

e Construction costs will be $200 million higher, while operation and maintenance costs
will also be higher than the city estimates.

e Ridership growth is unrealistic given Hawaii’s already high use of public transit
already.

Report critics have raised a number of questions about the study.

Carlisle and others have questioned the GE Tax projections that were done by CB Richard
Ellis and said the tax take is close to being on track with its own projections despite an
economic downturn during the past two years.

Some proponents contend the study should have used six-year tax growth predictions from
Hawaii’s Council on Revenues rather than correlating Hawaii economic growth rates to U.S.
GDP growth and applying this to taxes over a 30-year period.

The authors also have been criticized for not having a better understanding of Honolulu and
its potential for more transit ridership. They also are dinged for not adjusting construction
prices lower in a scenario that contemplates slow economic growth.

ANTI-RAIL PROPAGANDA

The city has called the report suspect because IMG included Rubin, an Oakland, California-
based transit consultant, as part of the report team. Carlisle called Rubin a “nationally known
anti-rail activist.”

In the past Rubin has submitted papers to the Reason Foundation, a Libertarian think tank,
that favor busways over rail transit systems. Among papers he has authored is one in 1996

http://www.hawaiireporter.com/rail-critics-say-state-report-will-go-to-feds 12/10/2010
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From the Pacific Business News:
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State’s rail consultant lashes out at mayor

Premium content from Pacific Business News - by Curtis Lum
Date: Friday, December 10, 2010, 1:00am HST

The head of the Maryland consulting firm that was hired by the state of Hawaii to review Honolulu’s proposed rail transit
finances defended the results of the study, saying it was done “to be entirely constructive.”

Steve Steckler, chairman of Infrastructure Management Group Inc., responded to criticism of the financial review last week by
Mayor Peter Carlisle. The mayor blasted the 116-page report, which said the project could cost taxpayers at least $1.7 billion
more than the city’s $5.5 billion price tag.

Steckler also criticized the city administration, which he said did not cooperate with his firm during the preparation of the report.

Former Gov. Linda Lingle ordered the study because she said she wanted an objective assessment of the financial impact of the
rail project on taxpayers. At $5.5 billion, the 20-mile rail project would be the costliest public works project in state history.

A spokeswoman for Gov. Neil Abercrombie, who was sworn into office on Monday, said he could not comment on the report
because he has yet to read it.

Carlisle said last week that the report was “shoddy” and was nothing more than a “pre-determined, anti-rail rant.” He also said
that the state wasted public funds by paying IMG $350,000 to do what he said was supposed to be an independent financial
analysis of the rail project.

Carlisle said the $1.7 billion cost overrun projection, as well as the determination by IMG that revenue from a special general
excise tax surcharge for the project will fall short, are inaccurate and “erroneous.”

Steckler said the report was never intended to second-guess the city’s decision to develop a rail system, nor did IMG say that
the project was not financially feasible. He said the report concluded that “the current financial plan should be improved and
that the city will need additional resources to complete and operate the rail system.”

Steckler said there was no hidden agenda when Lingle and the state Department of Transportation hired IMG to do the review.

“The only requirement ... throughout was that the study be conducted in a manner consistent with this public investment
perspective,” Steckler said. “We were left alone to do our work.”

Carlisle also was critical of consultant Thomas Rubin, who was hired by IMG to participate in the review. Carlisle said Rubin is
a nationally known anti-rail activist who makes a living criticizing rail projects.

Steckler said Rubin was selected because of his understanding of transit agency accounts and performance data. Rubin was
asked to review the rail’s operating plan and had nothing to do with the general excise tax forecast or financial analysis of the
project, Steckler said. (Rubin could not be reached for comment.)

“We find it curious that the mayor has focused his criticism on a subcontractor who had nothing to do with the financial
analysis,” he said.

Steckler said the GET review portion of the study was done by CB Richard Ellis, which he described as “well-regarded
interationally for its understanding of local economic development activity and finance.”

Steckler said his firm has conducted financial audits or served as advisers to many transportation systems, including the U.S.
Department of Transportation and the California High Speed Rail Authority, and does so independently of the client or agency
involved in the project.

“The independence of our assessments is critical because public and private investors, underwriters and lenders — and
taxpayers — rely on our work to guide their investment decisions,” Steckler said. "To characterize Infrastructure Management
Group Inc. as anti-rail is unsupportable.”

He said one of the biggest problems IMG faced when preparing the report was what he said was “open hostility” from the city’s
rail project staff. Steckler said his firm sent a request for information on Sept. 7, but did not receive any information until the
end of October.

He also said the city blocked IMG’s attempts to meet with Parsons Brinckerhoff, which has an $86 million contract from the city
to provide engineering and environmental work for the project.

http://www bizjournals.com/pacific/print-edition/2010/12/10/states-rail-consultant-lashes-... 12/10/2010
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“In all our years of doing these kinds of independent financial assessments, neither I nor our financial staff has ever run into
anything like the hostility and blocking of access to data, models and consultants that we faced with the city of Honolulu,”
Steckler said.

A spokeswoman for Carlisle declined further comment.

Carlisle said last week that the city is “on the verge” of being able to begin construction, although he did not provide a timetable
on when work could start. The project is still awaiting the governor’s approval of a federal environmental impact statement.

Local contractors are looking to the rail project and the hundreds of jobs it would provide as a boost to the construction industry
in 2011. A prolonged delay would add to what is otherwise projected to be another lean year in construction.

Roger Peters, executive vice president and general manager of dck pacific construction, which is not involved in the rail project
at the present time, said he was discouraged by the IMG financial report, but he’s hopeful that the city can move ahead with the
project.

“We think that'll be a great boost to the economy in Hawaii, not only for construction, but for a lot of different things,” Peters
said.

clum@bizjournals.com | 955-8001

http://www bizjournals.com/pacific/print-edition/2010/12/10/states-rail-consultant-lashes-... 12/10/2010
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My "personal" Rail poll - Honolulu Transportation | Examiner.com Page 3 of 3

more resort projects are completed, people living in
Honolulu with jobs on the west side will appreciate having
the rail option available to them {oo. Ifthe GET does not
generate the needed funds, other options — including
creative fundraising will prevail. There is no way this project
can wait another 20 years.

This was just a small sampling of Cahu’s population.
Opinions are varied but, thankfully, the project moves
forward.

http://www.examiner.com/transportation-in-honolulu/my-personal-rail-poll 12/16/2010
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Governor Abercrombie Signs-Off on Final Rail EIS | KHON2 Hawaii's News Leader Page 2 of 2

"But the question | have for Peter Carlisle is show me the federal money," said Prevedouros.

Mayor Carlisle said he's confident the rail project will move forward by early next year.

http://www.khon2 com/news/local/story/Governor-Abercrombie-Signs-Off-on-Final-Rail ... 12/16/2010
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Now is time for Carlisle to defend his rail-project numbers

Premium content from Pacific Business News
Date: Friday, December 17, 2010, 1:00am HST

In the weeks since former Gov. Linda Lingle’s bombshell report questioning the financial viability of Honolulu’s proposed rail
transit project was released, most of the time and energy has been spent in very unproductive ways.

Honolulu Mayor Peter Carlisle blasted the report, calling it “shoddy” and nothing more than a “pre-determined, anti-rail rant.”
He also said, as Curtis Lum reported in last week’s print edition, that the state wasted precious dollars by paying Infrastructure
Management Group Inc. $350,000 to generate the 116-page document.

He did dispute the report’s assertions that the state’s largest-ever public works project will cost $1.7 billion more than the city’s
projected $5.5 billion price tag, that general excise tax revenue for the project will be less than originally estimated, and that
ridership will be lower than predicted. But he didn't say why he thinks the data is wrong.

And IMG Chairman Steve Steckler’s response to the fallout from his report continued to do nothing but divert attention from
what the focus should be. Instead of explaining the numbers in his report, Steckler spent most of his time complaining about
the lack of cooperation his team received. He said IMG faced “open hostility” from the city’s rail project staff.

“In all our years of doing these kinds of independent financial assessments, neither I nor our financial staff has ever run into
anything like the hostility and blocking of access to data, models and consultants that we faced with the city of Honolulu,” he
told Lum.

Meanwhile, the merits of the report itself continue not to be discussed.

Without scuttling the project, we need reassurance. That's what leaders provide. Can Oahu really afford a 20-mile rail line
extending from Kapolei to downtown? Voters have said they want it, and PBN has editorialized in favor. But, if the price tag
really is closer to $7.2 billion than $5.5 billion, a bunch of us would want the opportunity to cast our votes again, or at least see
a revised financial model.

If Carlisle and company are confident of their data, they should start focusing their time and energy on a clear defense of their
numbers. That, more than anything else, will put an end to the need for damage-control efforts following the project’s
shellacking at the hands of IMG.

Name-calling is what those acting out of fear and a position of weakness typically resort to. Now is the time for Carlisle to move
beyond that by admitting to mistakes or miscalculations, if there have been any, and reassure a concerned public that rail is still
the transit solution Oahu can afford. If, on the other hand, he realizes that Oahu cannot afford the rail project that has long
been envisioned, now is the time to speak up and tell the people on our most populous island what other options he has for
moving them forward. Name-calling only wastes a lot of time and energy, and it isn't getting us anywhere.

http://www bizjournals.com/pacific/print-edition/2010/12/17/now-is-time-for-carlisle-to-...  12/17/2010
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Midweek

A Conservative Christmas

December 22, 2010

Dear Santa,

I hope you are well.

I would like the following for this Christmas, please.

Stop this insane rail project here in Honolulu. The Lingle administration recently released an
independent financial analysis of the current rail project, and the findings were disturbing. Yes,
there were some who blew a gasket when they learned that one of the contributors was found to
support buses over trains, but supporters are not addressing the substance of the report. Where is
the step-by-step refutation of the findings? Sure, you can shoot the messenger, but what about
the message?

Santa, we cannot afford this transportation project that will not alleviate congestion on our
roadways at the estimated price tag of $7 billion and more. Maybe you could let us use Donner
and Blitzen to begin an aerial commuter sleigh system? It would be more feasible to do that than
what’s on the books now.

While we’re talking about transportation, would you please deliver upon Honolulu improved
road conditions? I can see why you fly everywhere you go. You know, for years and years we
have had to tolerate some of the worst roads in the nation. Potholes, chasms, rough patches and,
well, just deplorable conditions have plagued us, seemingly, since King Kamehameha. Please,
bestow upon our governmental transportation authorities the wisdom and the will to finally
provide drivers a halfway-decent road system. And while we’re chatting about it, toss some of
that wherewithal to the taxpayers who are being shafted by the aforementioned governmental
agencies. Look, they’re paying for a product and service. If taxpayers received the same quality
from a store or vendor, they would-n’t stand for it.

Speaking of stores, would you please urge some of our big-box retailers from pulling a TSA on
customers leaving their establishment? OK, I’'m not sure if someone has ever been groped trying
to leave the store, but it’s still one of the most irritating policies. From the customer standpoint,
you choose to spend your hard-earned cash at their place and then, when you are leaving, you are
asked to present your “papers” while some officious security officer scans your purchase before
allowing you to go on your way. Santa, I can only imagine what you would have to go through if
you got your haul at Brand X.

The justification is to prevent loss, thereby keeping costs to consumers down. Fine. But let’s be
honest. There is more theft by employees and their friends/family than the everyday customer.

AR00078239



Don’t penalize your paying customers while you have to primarily deal with those on your
payroll.

Santa, there are so many other things I would appreciate for Christmas this year. True two-party
representation in Hawaii, the Warriors to beat Tulsa, to fit into a pair of size 36 pants, serenity
and joy for my wife and kids, the elimination of any commercial dealing with performance,
regularity or personal hygiene, and a magnum of Veuve Cliquot Rose, to name a few.

At the very least, I wish for people to remember that Christmas is the celebration of the birth of
Jesus Christ, the son of God. It’s a day of promise and real hope and an opportunity to give
thanks for all our blessings.

Santa, thank you for doing such good work, and give my best to the elves and Mrs. Claus.

Mele Kalikimaka,
Rick Hamada
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Star Advertiser

December 23, 2010

Rail cost likely underestimated

Everyone seems to be putting in their two cents about the rail system; why not two cents more?
But this is a view from a slightly different perspective, one of human psychology and critical
thinking.

Consider that a multitude of past public projects have rarely, if ever, come in under budget. One
intriguing reason is that the planners were blinded by the illusion of knowledge. Under this bias,
planners overestimate what they know and are overconfident that their conclusions are accurate.
Humans in general underestimate what major projects will cost and how long it will take to
complete them. This is especially true of novel projects like this rail system. This bias is not an
indictment against building this thing. Given our limited space and the amount of traffic growing
each year, we indeed need a public transportation system. What is suggested is that the project
includes a small body of individuals who will remind the planners that their initial estimates are
probably wrong and to expect problems. This will keep the planners grounded, and then,
hopefully, they will institute contingency plans.

Then press the planners to compare this project with other similar projects to realistically gauge
the length of building this thing.

Last, this small body would remind the planners that all of us, even the experts, are prone to
error.

Build this thing, but build with your best thinking.

Mike Taleff
Honolulu
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Rail will put folks back to work

Our construction industry is suffering and so are its members. I and thousands of other
construction workers like me need to get back to work.

We've been barely hanging on. Many of us have been on the bench for so long, we can't pay our
bills and feed our families. We are losing our homes and everything that we have worked so hard

for.

By signing the rail EIS, Gov. Neil Abercrombie just gave us hope that we can get back on the
job.

Thank you to all who made this happen. Now we have a chance to get back to work and make a
living.

Joseph Klug
Waianae

ARO00078244
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Don't let rail degrade Oahu's natural beauty

The governor's approval of the environmental impact statement for the Honolulu transit project
does not absolve the city from doing all it can to minimize the impacts of the project. In fact, it is
a challenge to move forward in a way that protects our priceless home.

This especially includes countless decisions that must be made during construction that will have
potentially devastating effects on viewplanes, street trees and the very character of
neighborhoods and communities along the route of the elevated guideway.

If this project is truly to be built with the least possible damage, it is up to our city leaders to
make it happen.

It would be a tragic mistake to build a transit system that degrades our island's incomparable
beauty, the quality of life of its residents and its appeal to visitors.

The Outdoor Circle urges residents to encourage our new mayor and the reshaped City Council
to get on the right path and stay there, and to make the kinds of transit decisions that are best for
the long-term future of this island.

Bob Loy
The Outdoor Circle, Honolulu

ARO00078245
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Oahu’s rail project will dominate transportation landscape

Premium content from Pacific Business News - by Curtis Lum , Pacific Business News
Date: Friday, December 31, 2010, 1:00am HST

TRANSPORTATION — OUTLOOK SUNNY: This industry expects next year to be better than 2010. Sales will increase.
Expansions are planned.

Rail.
It's the transportation project that will dominate 2011 and years to come.

The City & County of Honolulu plans to break ground on the 20-mile, $5.5 billion Honolulu Rail Transit system early next year,
although no date has been announced. The city also expects to award eight rail-related contracts totaling $1.5 billion in 2011,
said rail spokeswoman Jeanne Mariani-Belding. So far, three contracts worth $682.5 million have been awarded.

In February, the city anticipates naming the winning bidder to build and operate the trains for the system, Mariani-Belding said.
There are three joint ventures — each with at least one local contractor — vying for the contract, which is valued at $600
million.

The rail system will be the most expensive publicly funded project in state history. Supporters of the project say it will create
10,000 jobs annually once construction begins, but it has not been without controversy. Earlier this month, a consultant hired by
then-Gov. Lingle issued a report questioning whether Oahu could afford the project.

There are other important projects or studies planned for 2011 that will have a long-term impact on transportation infrastructure
in the state.

Brian Gibson, executive director of the Oahu Metropolitan Planning Organization, said his agency is conducting two major
studies that are set to be completed next year.

The first is the long-range transportation plan for Oahu that will look at possible projects and issues for the next 25 years. The
plan is updated every five years and is crucial because only listed projects can receive federal funding, Gibson said.

One of the projects that made the 2006 long-range plan was the $104 million H-1 Freeway improvement project from the
Middle Street tunnel to the Vineyard Boulevard off-ramp.

Gibson said the updated plan, which is due in April, will contain a combination of new construction as well as maintenance work.

“What we've heard from the public and what we understand from our data is that the needs really are in maintenance, keeping
what we have in good working condition,” Gibson said.

The state receives about $140 million annually in federal transportation funds. Gibson said the amount of money Hawaii has
been allocated has not changed much during the past six years.

The second major project that the Oahu Metropolitan Planning Organization is overseeing is a “climate change adaptation”
study. Gibson said the report will look at the possible impacts climate change will have on transportation assets here.

He said the study will identify transportation-related assets, such as highways and the airport reef runway, to determine
whether they would be affected by a rise in sea level. Gibson said these issues need to be known now so government officials
can begin to develop plans to deal with the potential problem.

“The climate change project is really important for us as we do long-range transportation planning because if it looks like a
certain transportation asset, whether it's the airport, or one of the harbors, or a highway, is very vulnerable to being under
water in 50 years, then we need to start the process of asking ourselves what do we do about it,” Gibson said.

He said the Oahu Metropolitan Planning Organization will advertise for a consulting or engineering firm next year to conduct the
study. The report is due by the end of September.

Major Oahu transportation projects for 2011

* Honolulu Rail Transit, $5.5 billion

» H-1 Freeway/Middle Street tunnel improvements, $104 million

» Kapolei Parkway, Kunehi Street to Kamokila Boulevard, $18.5 million

» Kamehameha Highway, Kawailoa Stream bridge rehabilitation, $13.8 million

http://www bizjournals.com/pacific/print-edition/2010/12/3 1/oahus-rail -project-will-domi... 12/31/2010
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« Vineyard Boulevard improvements, $11 million

Source: PBN research and Oahu Metropolitan Planning Organization

clum@bizjournals.com | 955-8001
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} OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU

NEWS RELEASE

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Dec. 16, 2010

MAYOR CARLISLE ANNOUNCES GOVERNOR’S ACCEPTANCE OF
FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT
FOR HONOLULU RAIL TRANSIT PROJECT

Honolulu Mayor Peter Carlisle today announced the acceptance of the Final
Environmental Impact Statement for the Honolulu Rail Transit Project by Gov.
Neil Abercrombie, clearing the way for the project to move forward.

With the governor’s acceptance of the project’s Final EIS on the state level, the
City anticipates that the Federal Transit Administration will issue a Record of
Decision (ROD) that would allow the City to break ground on the rail transit
system.

“Moving forward with rail transit creates much-needed jobs for our communities,
provides long-term traffic relief and offers a dependable transportation alternative
that starts us on the right path toward our preferred future,” said Carlisle.

The EIS, which had been submitted to the State Office of Environmental Quality
Control, identifies environmental, community and economic benefits and impacts
of the rail system as well as mitigation procedures for addressing these issues.

“The rail project EIS has been done prudently and is in compliance with state
environmental law,” Carlisle added.

The Honolulu Rail Transit Project is a 20-mile elevated rail system connecting
East Kapole1 with Ala Moana Center. There are 21 stations in communities
including Waipahu, Pearl City, Aiea, Kalihi, Chinatown, Downtown Honolulu and
Kakaako. There will also be stations at activity centers such as UH-West Oahu,
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Leeward Community College, Pearl Highlands, Pearlridge, Aloha Stadium,
Honolulu International Airport and Honolulu Community College.

The City has already awarded two construction contracts for the project: one for
the first phase of the elevated rail guideway from East Kapolei to Pearl City; and
the other for the train storage and maintenance facility in Waipahu. The city 1s
scheduled to award two more contracts next year for the second phase of the rail
route from Pearl City to Aloha Stadium and for the “core systems,” which consists
of the train vehicles and the control center for the rail system.

“Many people contributed to this important journey,” Carlisle said. “I want to
thank Gov. Abercrombie for accepting the project’s EIS, the former mayor, the
City Council, Hawaii’s Congressional delegation, the state Legislature, labor and
business organizations, the Federal Transit Administration and other federal
partners who have helped us and pledged funding.”

-30-

Media contact: Louise Kim McCoy., Mavor’s Office, 768-7798
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