Public Involvement Overview

February 2010

Month

Hotline Calls* 10
Comment Sense Submissions/Inquiries** 25
FOIA requests 0

Speakers Bureau
Presentations/ Coffee Hours/ Community Displays & Events 17
Neighborhood Boards 10
Community Updates/Mayor’s Town Meetings/ RTD Workshops 1
TV/Radio Appearances 10

*Calls directly to the hotline 808.566.2299

** Includes all comments/inquiries via Project website from the end of the official DEIS comment period

on February 6, 2009 to the end of the month.
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“l did not begrudge the governor having an independent look at the financing of this project,” said
Rogoff, “but please do know that the FTA also takes an independent look at the finances of this
project.”

“We would not have included funding in the president's budget for this project if we thought it was
falling off the rails,” he added.

LINGLE PUSHING FORWARD WITH FINANCIAL REVIEW

In a written statement Gov. Lingle said Rogoff's comments validated her position that close scrutiny
of the city’s financial plan for rail is warranted.

“We are pleased that FTA Administrator Peter Rogoff confirmed the federal government is continuing
to work with the city to strengthen the financial plan and that they will evaluate a new financial plan
when the city submits its application for the final design,” the governor wrote.

Lingle added that she’s committed to moving forward with “an independent review to ensure the
financial viability of the project.”

The governor has repeatedly pointed to a letter sent to the city last October in which the FTA
outlined its concerns about the project’s financial plan and ability to sustain the rail line in the
long-term.

Like Rogoff, Hannemann noted the city is audited every step of the way in route to a Full Funding
Grant Agreement as well as approval for final design. He called on the governor to put aside her
concerns for the good of the state.

“Whatever it is that's holding her back, cast it aside for the good of the people,” Hannemann said.
“This is not Mufi's train - this is the train that will bring about economic benefits for the people for
years, for decades and generations to come.”

Lingle must sign off on the project’s final environmental impact statement before construction can
begin. The report must be approved by the FTA and various state and federal agencies before it
reaches the governor’'s desk

Have a news tip? Contact Andrew Pereira at 368-7273.

2/2/2010 8:51 PM
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New York area's Long Island Railroad East Side Access project (slated to get $215 million in FY 2011).

In addition to the two BRT projects in Oakland and Connecticut, winners of new FFGAs from the U.S.
DOT included San Francisco's Central Subway ($20 million in FY 2011), Honolulu's rail transit project
($55 million in FY 2011), the Central Corridor light rail in Minnesota's Twin Cities ($45 million in FY
2011), and Denver's East Corridor and Gold Line transit networks ($40 million each in FY 2011).

BRT was well-represented in the budget, with projects in three California cities -- San Bernardino,
Riverside, and San Francisco -- getting nods in addition to two in Colorado's Roaring Fork Valley and
the city of Fort Collins. New York City's Nostrand Avenue BRT is set to receive $28 million next year,
with Austin's MetroRapid getting $24 million and new BRT for West Seattle snagging a $21 million
recommendation.

Referring to the Nostrand Avenue BRT project, Rogoff singled out New York City Transportation
Commissioner Janette Sadik-Khan for praise, crediting her for "leadership on this and other related
projects.”

(ed. note. This post was updated from an earlier edition to add new information.)

Article printed from Streetsblog Capitol Hill: http://dc.streetsblog.org

URL to article: http://dc.streetsblog.org/2010/02/02/u-s-dot-names-the-transit-projects-
set-for-federal-funding/

URLs in this post:

[1] WaPo: http://www.daylife.com/photo/08NX8bYeLK301

[2] of Oakland: http://sf.streetsblog.org/2010/01/07 /community-meeting-oakland-brt-bus-
rapid-transit-4/

[3] Hartford, Connecticut: http://www.ctrapidtransit.com/

[4] continuing uncertainty: http://dc.streetsblog.org/2009/10/28/transportation-policy-
becomes-the-proverbial-tree-falling-in-the-forest/

[5] reported concerns: http://www.nytimes.com/2010/01/28/nyregion/28tunnel.html

Copyright © 2008 Streetsblog. All rights reserved.
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Now, Honolulu's connection between the city and the harbor is far from perfect. Nimitz Highway and an
ugly string of industrial facilities ensure that. But there are possibilities.

Now that the money appears to be flowing, it might be time for the city to look closely at the aesthetic
issue and consider whether there is an alternative that would move people and at the same time
improve the historical bond between town and harbor that is so special.

20f2 2/3/2010 6:18 AM
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Lingle based much of her concern on an Oct. 7 memo from the FTA to the city warning that the city's
financial plan may not be sufficient to allow the project to proceed into the final engineering phase this
year.

Standard message

The FTA's Rogoff yesterday said that warning is often given to cities seeking federal transit funds.
Basically, it means that federal scrutiny rises as a project proceeds through the federal funding
process, he said.

Rogoff also said he was perplexed by Lingle's concerns that city officials did not adequately study
street-level alternatives to an elevated train. Numerous state agencies failed to raise that concern
when provided an opportunity to examine the project's environmental impacts, he said.

Lingle has suggested the city consider building the rail partially at street level to cut cost, given tax
collections for the rail have been less than anticipated.

"The governor has an important role to play in the approval of this project, especially as it relates to
state environmental law and | do not begrudge the governor having an independent look at the
financing of this project," Rogoff said. "But please know that the FTA also takes an independent look at
the finances of this project and we will do so again when they submit a financial plan to get into final
design."

Lingle yesterday said she plans to move forward with an independent review of the project's finances.

"We are pleased that FTA Administrator Peter Rogoff confirmed the federal government is continuing
to work with the city to strengthen the financial plan and that they will evaluate a new financial plan
when the city submits its application for the final design," Lingle said in a written statement. "\We are
also pleased that Administrator Rogoff recognizes my role in the approval process and understands
why | will move forward on an independent review to ensure the financial viability of the project.”

20f2 2/3/2010 6:14 AM
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“Do you want to be remembered as the governor who blew Superferry, threw the educational system into
disarray and now threw away the best economic project this state has going for itself?” the mayor asked. “My
answer would be no, no, no.”

Invoking Superferry (which was not the governor’s fault), the recent education debacle (which can mainly be
attributed to the HSTA leadership) and now accusing her of rejecting rail can only be interpreted as Hamlet’s
mother Gertrude said: “Methinks thou doth protest too much.”

It seems a bit much to launch such an unsavory personal attack when there is no real justification. The governor
is exhibiting a responsible, mature and meticulous approach in considering her signature on a $5.5 billion
commitment. The public appreciates the governor’s stewardship of their resources and, as troubling details
emerge about the city’s version of the project, Hannemann won't have Lingle to blame for its possible demise.

He may want to look a little closer to home.

Find this article at: http://www.midweek.com/content/columns/ace_article/mufi_doth_protest_lingle_too_much/
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Among the most anticipated electric vehicles coming to market are the Nissan Leaf and the Chevy Volt.
The $25,000 to $33,000 Leaf is expected to launch in December. The Volt is scheduled to launch in
November, though no price has been announced yet.

Neither vehicle is expected to be widely available for a while. That's because General Motors expects
to only produce about 10,000 Volts the first year, or about 200 vehicles per state.

The Leaf initially will be deployed in Arizona, California, Oregon, Tennessee and Washington state,
where 11,210 charging stations are being installed under a $99.8 million grant from the U.S.
Department of Energy.

hawai'i interested

Hawali'i hopes to join those states that will get these vehicles first, said Maria Tome, renewable energy
coordinator at DBEDT. Hawali'i's small geography and warm weather make it an ideal environment for
battery-driven electric vehicles.

In turn, these vehicles could reduce petroleum consumption, Tome said. The charging could take place
during off-peak night hours to prevent strain on the electric grid, she added.

"The problem is there was a delay in what the automakers were doing on the cars and on the
chargers," she said. "Everybody was promising 2010, and now they've all flipped that to 2011,
although some are still saying late 2010."

Those launch delays could jeopardize a state plan to use $4.25 in federal stimulus money to drive
adoption by, among other things, providing about 625 grants of $5,000 each to those buying electric
vehicles. Half a million dollars would go to state agencies to help meet electric and alternative-fuel
vehicle purchasing mandates.

Under the stimulus program, that grant money must be obligated by the end of September and spent
by April 30, 2012. DBEDT plans to distribute the grants via a contractor agreement signed before
October of this year.

"That does make it really complicated with the deadlines that are in," Tome said. "So we're discussing
if we need to modify that."

Separately, Gov. Linda Lingle has proposed the state provide a general excise tax rebate to those
buying or leasing an electric vehicle or install ing an electric vehicle charging system.

Even without the proposed state grants and tax rebates, electric vehicle purchases may be eligible for
a federal income tax credit of up to $7,500.

The state wants to ensure that people who buy electric vehicles have parking spaces and charging
outlets by mandating that parking lots with 100 or more spaces dedicate 1 percent of those spaces for
electric vehicles. At least one charger must be installed in each eligible lot. Under the law passed last
year, that figure jumps to 2 percent of spaces once the number of registered electric vehicles
statewide tops 5,000.

It's unknown how many electric vehicle spaces the law will create. However, the figure could be in the
thousands. For example, Ala Moana Center — which has the biggest parking lot in the Islands, has
about 9,800 parking spaces. That means the shopping center will need to set aside 98 parking spaces
for electric vehicles by the end of next year. Electric vehicle chargers can cost $2,000 or more,
depending on features.

Dave Rolf, executive director of the Hawaii Automobile Dealers Association, said the group supports
efforts to reduce petroleum dependency. However, the electric vehicle parking mandate that takes
effect at the end of next year is "too soon (and) too optimistic, based on what we know of production
runs and what we know of the ability to adopt the product," he said.

2/8/2010 9:37 AM
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Adoption of electric vehicles will depend on vehicle availability, prices and the difference in the price of
electricity and gasoline , Rolf said.

"There are a whole lot of issues relating to electric vehicles that are just beginning to be addressed,"
he said. "Those (parking) stalls are going to be empty for several years."

30f3 2/8/2010 9:37 AM
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KITV.com

Lawmakers, Hannemann Push For Transit

State Lawmakers Urge Lingle To Sign Transit EIS

POSTED: 5:00 pm HST February 10, 2010
HONOLULU -- State lawmakers listened to Honolulu Mayor Mufi Hannemann make a push for the

rail transit while House representatives rallied around the project.

Members of the public were briefed on the latest developments with the project. In addition to money
and financing for the train, there was a lot of talk about jobs.

Hannemann said he believes rail could create 4,000 jobs this year and about 15,000 rail-related jobs
by 2014.

There is concern the multibillion-dollar project could get held up at the governor's office. So, a majority
of House lawmakers sent her a letter urging her to hurry.

"We support rail but more importantly we encourage the Gov to accept the final EIS when it hits her
desk. This is too important of an opportunity for us to miss," Rep. Mark Takai said.

The letter was delivered to the governor's office on Wednesday morning.

Thirty-nine of the House's 51 representatives signed the letter. Read the letter.

Lingle has a copy of the FEIS, which is 99 percent of the final document, Rep. Sharon Har said.

Local companies that could play a big part in the rail project spent the afternoon talking with college
engineering students and recent graduates who could be in line for some of those jobs the train system
could create.

Copyright 2010 by KITV.com All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast,
rewritten or redistributed.
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Midweek

February 10, 2010
Lingle is anti-rail

It’s no surprise that Rick Hamada follows the LingleAiona party line on Honolulu’s Rail Transit
Project.

The governor’s record doesn’t support Hamada’s statement that she is pro-rail. Although the
governor supported an elevated rail system and tax increase to pay for it in 2003, she quickly
changed her position when her Republican colleagues pushed back on the idea.

How can she be pro-rail when she signed the “Stop Rail Now” petition? She even voted in the
minority against the rail ballot measure in the 2008 election.

“Let the voters decide,” she declared. And decide the voters did. Now, however, she seems to be
interfering with the will of the people of Honolulu by overstep-ping her bounds.

The governor does have a role to play in the approval of the project as it relates to state
environmental law. She does not need to revisit the financial plan, as that is the authority of the
Federal Transit Administration. She does not need to provide a forum at taxpayer expense so that
a self-interest group at this late date can put on a show about a debatable alternative to the plan
already on the books and moving through the federal process.

The city has meticulously followed the environmental review process every step of the way.
That’s one reason the head of the FTA recently told reporters that it plans to sign a full funding
grant agreement and invest $1.5 billion in the Honolulu rail project. The FTA went so far as to
include $55 million in the Obama administration budget for the next fiscal year for Honolulu rail,
the single largest sum for any city with a new project in its New Starts program.

The federal agency also stated that the city has demonstrated the technical, legal and financial
capacity to implement the project.

The Lingle-Aiona administration decided that the Hawaii Superferry did not need to do an
environmental impact statement. And because of that decision, the Superferry no longer sails our

state’s waters. The courts confirmed that, in fact, an EIS was required.

So it is fair for Mayor Hannemann to question Gov. Lingle’s statements and motives. FTA
administrator Peter Rogoft told reporters he found her recent involvement “perplexing.”

If the governor truly is pro-rail, and that’s debatable, she certainly has a funny way of showing it.

Bill Brennan City & County of Honolulu
Spokesperson, Mayor’s Office
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The final state phase of the project was the completion this month of the 2.3-mile segment connecting
Kapolei Parkway and Farrington Highway.

‘It's all a positive'

The North-South Road is scheduled to officially open at 4 p.m. today, some six hours after the dedication
ceremony. But even before the ceremony, area residents were singing praises to the road's potential for
progress in the region.

Kurt Fevella, chairman of the 'Ewa Neighborhood Board, said connecting Kapolei Parkway to Farrington
Highway and H-1 would not only be the beginning of better driving, but it will usher in other improvements
to the area.

"The best part of all this

is going to come into play when we ... start getting our rail started. It's going to help people going to
school at the University of Hawai'i-West O'ahu campus. \We'll be able to go straight down Kapolei
Parkway and utilize the facilities in the (proposed) new shopping mall."

Fevella said residents will now have easy access to the $130 million Salvation Army Ray and Joan Kroc
Corps Community Center, which is expected to open in 2011 on 15 acres adjacent to the North-South
and East-West road intersection.

"This is going to help our community in every avenue," he said. "For me there's no downside. It's all a
positive."

Additional Facts

By the numbers

4

years of construction

$155 million

cost of project

10

minutes saved on what has been a
one-hour commute to Honolulu
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Lingle spokesman Russell Pang said yesterday that the governor still plans to conduct a thorough
analysis of the project.

"As the governor has said, when she does receive it, she will conduct a thorough review, as required by
law, to ensure the final (environmental impact statement) satisfactorily describes all impacts on the
environment, economic and social welfare, and cultural practices; incorporates an objective review of
opposing alternatives; and responds to each substantive comment received during the draft EIS review
process," Pang said in a written statement.

"Her review will also include a complete analysis of the project's financial plan.”

Additional Facts

pushing for a speedy decision

These are the 39 state representatives who signed a letter urging Gov. Linda Lingle to move quickly on
an environmental report for the city’s rail transit project:

Henry Aquino, Karen Awana, Joe Bertram Ill, Tom Brower, Rida Cabanilla, Mele Carroll, Jerry Chang,
Pono Chong, Denny Coffman, Cindy Evans, Faye Hanohano, Sharon Har, Bob Herkes, Ken Ito, Jon Riki
Karamatsu, Gil Keith-Agaran, Marilyn Lee, Sylvia Luke, Michael Magaoay, Joey Manahan, Angus
McKelvey, John Mizuno, Hermina Morita, Mark Nakashima, Blake Oshiro, Marcus Oshiro, Kymberly Pine,
Karl Rhoads, Roland Sagum lll, Calvin Say, Maile Shimabukuro, Joe Souki, K. Mark Takai, Roy Takumi,
James Tokioka, Clift Tsuji, Glenn Wakai, Ryan Yamane, Kyle Yamashita.
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The state previously had in place a 4 percent tax credit for hotel construction and renovation, which was bumped up to 10 percent after
the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks. It expired in 2003.

The new proposal, however, has competition from two similar bills, including one proposed by Gov. Linda Lingle’s administration, which
would cap the credit at $50 million per year and would sunset on Dec. 31, 2012.

Status of task force legislation

The Legislature is considering 10 proposals by the state Construction Industry Task Force to stimulate Hawaii's construction industry
and create jobs. During the task force’s meetings last fall, the two overarching issues were making government processes such as
permitting go more quickly and creating tax incentives to help ease the costs of projects going forward. All of the bills have been
introduced in both the House and the Senate.

Here are the bills at a glance and their status as of PBN'’s press time Wednesday:

TAX INCENTIVES

» House Bill 2432 / Senate Bill 2630

Would amend the definition of an eligible business activity under the state enterprise zones law and increase the number of areas in
each county that may be designated as an enterprise zone.

Status: No hearings scheduled for either bill

» House Bill 2439 / Senate Bill 2637

Would create a 10 percent refundable tax credit for construction or renovation costs incurred on a qualified hotel facility before Dec. 31,
2015.

Status: House bill heard this week by committees on Tourism, Culture & International Affairs and Economic Revitalization, Business &
Military Affairs. No hearing scheduled for Senate bill.

» House Bill 2440 / Senate Bill 2638

Would establish a refundable residential housing income tax credit of up to $6,000 for qualified taxpayers that purchase a
new-construction principal residence on or after April 1, 2010, and before Jan. 1, 2012, that is payable to the qualified taxpayer in two
equal installments over the immediately following two taxable years.

Status: No hearings scheduled.

SPEEDING GOVERNMENT PROCESS

» House Bill 2433 / Senate Bill 2631

Would exempt from county approval state Department of Transportation development and construction of highways and airports.
Status: House bill passed second reading, then deferred. No hearing scheduled for Senate bill.

» House Bill 2434 / Senate Bill 2632

Would establish a maximum time period that an application for permit, license or approval shall be deemed granted if not acted upon by
the designated agency; authorizes each county to contract with a third-party reviewer to streamline the processing of applications;
clarifies that previously approved projects that do not impact historic properties are not subject to subsequent reviews by the state
Historic Preservation Division.

Status: House bill passed Committee on Economic Revitalization, Business & Military Affairs unamended; no hearing scheduled for
Senate bill.

» House Bill 2435 / Senate Bill 2633

Would grant temporary relief from county housing requirements to stimulate housing construction statewide.

Status: House bill passed committees on Housing and Water, Land & Ocean Resources; Senate bill heard by Committee on Education
and Housing this week.

» House Bill 2438 / Senate Bill 2636
Would clarify requirements for adequate public notice of an invitation for bids and request for proposals.
Status: House bill deferred; no hearing scheduled for Senate bill.

» House Bill 2441 / Senate Bill 2639

Would require contracts awarded to projects of the departments of Hawaiian Home Lands and Transportation; county boards of water
supply; and county departments of housing, planning and permitting, and transportation to be awarded within 30 days of the bid
opening date.

Status: House bill scheduled to be heard by Committee on Economic Revitalization, Business & Military Affairs this week; no hearing
scheduled for Senate bill.

» House Bill 2442 / Senate Bill 2640

Would establish a program for granting low-income housing tax credit loans in lieu of low-income housing tax credits administered by
the Hawaii Housing Finance and Development Corp., and would authorize issuance of general obligation bonds to fund loans.
Status: No hearings scheduled.

» House Bill 2443 / Senate Bill 2641
Would impose a 60-day period in which to certify contracts after award of contract of procurement.
Status: House bill deferred; no hearing scheduled for Senate bill.

2/12/2010 12:38 PM
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Posted on: Monday, February 15, 2010

Letters to the Editor

Transit EIS

Do Democrats want Lingle to read EIS?

Let me see if | have this correct 39 state legislators want the governor (whenever she receives
the final environmental impact statement) to take the large document for Honolulu rail and sign off
"quickly."

Does that mean that the governor should not read the document? Since all Democrats signed the
request for "speed," maybe this illustrates that our local Democratic legislators want to match the
national Democrats by voting or getting approval of bills without reading them.

Paul E. Smith
Honolulu

ARO00079850
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Posted on: Monday, February 15, 2010

Letters to the Editor

Transit EIS

Review should not be done in haste

| am shocked at the 39 state representatives who have signed a letter asking Gov. Lingle to rubber-stamp
the city's stillFuncompleted EIS for rail transit.

Surely these state officials must understand that the largest public works project in the history of Hawai'i —
which will cost each taxpayer more than $4,500 and will be the most expensive rail system per capita in the
United States — should receive careful and thoughtful review.

Perhaps they think she should act with the same reckless abandon as they did when they passed the 12
percent increase to the general excise tax that has taken away more than half a billion dollars in economic
activity to build the yet-to-be-approved rail-transit system.

Have they not gotten the news that the state government is facing a $1.2 billion deficit and the money going
to rail could go to restoring state services instead of to out-of-state construction firms and engineers?

The lone Republican to sign the letter, Rep. Kym Pine, is surely out of touch with her district and the
governor. Fortunately the governor will not be bullied by either the state representatives or the mayor, and
will continue her review of the EIS.

Pam Smith
'Ewa Beach
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with rail means you’ve pushed traffic somewhere else. And that’s OK,
unless your primary goal is to remove traffic congestion... | would prefer
to put the system below ground but then you've quadrupled your cost,
particularly because of the geography and the geology of the area.

In what other ways must Honolulu’s approach to transit-oriented
development be unique?

Here, you have a mature urban environment and you don’t have the sort
of historic land-development pattern with an industrial area that’s lined
along the ports. So it makes it more challenging to determine where you
put a rail system... Then, in connecting people between home and work,
there’s a land-use component that looks at where the employment
centers are, but also, you need to build more affordable housing... It’s
difficult from both a financial perspective and from a social perspective: if
you get mixed-income housing and I'm a market-rate buyer, why would |
move there? That's where you need the amenities like parks, schools,
nightlife. All these strings that you’re trying to tie together-the economy,
jobs, housing, culture, social equity issues—and it becomes extremely
challenging.

Here—how can | say this nicely?—it doesn’'t seem like there’s been a lot of
thought, with rail aside, about some of those challenges. You know, my
mom moved out here to stay with me for a while, and her observation, as
soon as she got off the plane was, ‘Gee, all these buildings look like they
were built at the same time.” And they were. The 70s. Everything has

kind of stopped at that point. And whatever the broader sort of direction or
thought from government, that continuing re-investment in a planned
way, it doesn’t seem to have taken place...

Here, there seems to be a sort of laissez-faire, ‘Oh, we’ve got tourism and
it will pay its own way.’ Yeah, the resorts will continue to invest in
themselves, but what does that mean for the island, for the state, as a
whole?

But your job is to assess development opportunities dependent on
rail, is that right?

30f5 2/17/2010 2:18 PM
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| was hired to focus on the potential for development adjacent to the
transit stations. You know, really, you have to understand what'’s
happening in the marketplace because transit is icing on the cake. What
you’re really doing with rail is manipulating what’s already there.

If you look at Atlanta, most of the development that’s occurred related to
the transit system was going on anyway, so transit just enhanced the
development. But it didn’t change it. If you go to South Atlanta, and the
poor black neighborhoods south of I-20, they're just as undeveloped and
blighted as they ever have been...

| focus on all these factors: the availability of credit, the marketplace,
where development is going, what development demand is, what’s driving
the economy, where the economic forces are occurring on the island. It
really has to be a holistic approach... Innovation for the future comes
from young people who are looking to create the next big thing. And you
have to enhance where those people would live and hang out. You know,
what Chinatown could be.

My office is near Chinatown, so we talk about this frequently at the
Weekly.

The challenge in Chinatown is you've got landowners who are not
developers. | was reading your article about new lofts that are $800 to
$2,000 a month?! For a loft? If you're a starving artist? | mean, that’s a lot
of money... If you're a private developer, let's be honest about it, you're
doing it because they can make a profit. So let’s leap beyond the whole
capitalist discussion of whether it’s right to make a profit and assume that
it is, because it's an investment question. Unless there’s some way for
government to bite off a chunk of that value, basically absorb it because
we're in it for the long term, then | don’t know how you cut costs.

| know development is complex everywhere. Does it seem more
complex here?

Yes. It really does. For me, the big thing that | am challenged by is, what
are the economic drivers? Cities like Atlanta, San Francisco and L. A,

they’re connected to the global marketplace. Those are major global

4 of 5 2/17/2010 2:18 PM
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cities. When you talk about mixed-use around transit, for example, you
think residential and office. But there’s virtually no office work here. And
why would there be?

It’s interesting you mention global cities because | think people
locally would argue that Honolulu is a global city, though maybe due
to its diverse population or proximity to the East.

Honolulu is not a global city. It’s a second-tier city. There are local banks
here. | thought we were part of the U.S., and there’s no Wells Fargo here.
You’ve got local banks and that’s a good thing relative to lending, but
they’re not really connected to the global financial network. So if tourism
is what makes you, from my perspective, you need to be the best...

Well, it’s certainly an exciting time to watch things play out,
politically and economically, on a global scale.

Yeah, as long as you've got a life preserver. When | was teaching martial
arts, getting your black belt wasn’t the end, getting your black belt was
the beginning. We'’re looking for perfection in an imperfect world. You
have to have transparency in government but at the end of the day, you
have to make a decision about where you're gonna go. And not making a
decision is a decision. | mean, if you do nothing, it ain’t gonna get any
better.

All original content copyright 2010 Honolulu Weekly.
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Future shock: Oil won't stay this cheap

honolul

Thursday, February 18, 2010

Watching public-transit ridership rise and fall with the price of oil is an interesting exercise, but
not very helpful for long-range transportation planning.

Figures from the American Public Transportation Association show that between July and
September last year — the most current figures released — bus ridership nationally dropped 8
percent. That was predictable, given that gas prices fell and the recession cost so many
commuters their jobs.

But this shouldn't influence plans or weaken support for the city's $5.3 billion fixed-rail system,
which is designed for the needs of O'ahu residents a decade from now and beyond.

Even in the short term, statistics provided by Oahu Transit Services, operators of TheBus, show
riders here are pretty loyal customers. Job losses and cheap gas notwithstanding, ridership

dropped only 2 percent in the last half of 2009.

And looking ahead, which is where transit planners have to look, only a fool would bet on gas

remaining relatively cheap well into the future. (And have we conceded that $3.30 gas is cheap?)

China and India are slurping oil at a furious pace, just when global supplies appear to be waning.

The latest warning on this front came this month from a British task force on energy security. In

its report, "The Oil Crunch," the business group warns that supplies may start a serious decline in

as little as five years.

That, as well as the potential for recession-fueled inflation, will keep gas prices trending up —
just when Honolulu's rail system could be nearing completion.

So we need to keep our eyes on the prize: building a reliable transportation system that will serve

the needs of our children and grandchildren.

ARO00079866
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Letters to the Editor

RAILTRANSIT
More housing means more traffic

"This is a vital truth too often left out of the discussion; for families living from Pearl City on,
the traffic has an enormous corrosive effect on their lives." (Island Voices, Feb. 12).

Bob Nakata's Island Voices column on the need for rail is indefensible, yet in the very same
issue of The Advertiser there is an article about a proposal to build three high-rise residential
towers and a retail complex next to Pearlridge Center.

It's "proposed" because it will require zoning changes, and as any O'ahu resident knows, zoning
changes involve backing from developers and unions who will throw their financial and voting
support behind the deal, which in turn elevates some politicians' chances for reelection, which
inevitably makes it a slam dunk with little or no regard for the well- being of the general public.
Talk about corrosive!

This is not always the case but it is more times than not, and it is a key reason why people don't
trust the government and its ability to build an efficient and cost-eftective rail system. My
question: Why make more traffic when you are trying so desperately to alleviate it?

Pat Kelly
Honolulu

ARO00079867
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Letters to the Editor

RAILTRANSIT
Staggered shifts can fix traffic problem

CIiff Slater and others raise valid points about the city's plans for what could be an $8 billion
railway.

Aside from the cost burden, there are documented reasons to believe it will not achieve projected
ridership or relieve traffic significantly on the H-1. What amazes me is that no one is talking
about staggered hours as a solution, or at least a partial solution.

The H-1 does not have a capacity problem. It has a timing problem. The obvious example of this
is when there is a government holiday. You can drive the H-1 from one end to the other during
rush hour, hardly ever slowing down. Doesn't that tell you that if government staggered its hours,
there would be instant traffic relief?

It's an easy experiment not needing much debate (and no money). Add to that incentives for
businesses to voluntarily stagger hours and you have a huge reduction in cars on the road at the
critical times.

Deal with the commute problem by changing the commute, not by building a rail system that

will strangle us financially and go mostly unused.

Brian Barbata
Kailua

ARO00079868



























State of the City - KHON2.com Page 2 of 2

While he's there, he also plans to meet with the Federal Transit Administration to discuss Honolulu's rail project.
Hannemann also spoke about the City's homeless problem during his State of the City address.
He said it's been a struggle to find the right mix of measures to deal with homelessness.

"Some believe the problem will disappear if the homeless are ordered to move elsewhere but that's a myopic
point of view. To be clear, the City is responsible for maintaining parks, sidewalks, and other public areas," said
Hannemann.

Hannemann said the City has worked with developers and non-profit organizations to build 360 transitional and
affordable housing units.

There are currently 1,300 additional units in development.

http://www .khon2 com/news/local/story/State-of-the-City/RAwKk3tBuEm3u7ZDDQVY3... 2/23/2010
AR00079877
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Lingle Discusses Oahu Transit In Washington

Governor Considers Independent Study On Rail Plan

POSTED: 9:33 am HST February 22, 2010
HONOLULU -- Gov. Linda Lingle on Sunday met with Secretary of Transportation Ray LaHood

about plans for Hawaii's future, including the planned rail transit on Oahu.
Lingle is in Washington for the 2010 National Governor's Association Annual Winter Meeting.

Lingle expressed the state's interest in doing an independent financial study for the city's $5.5 billion
proposed rail transit plan.

She also called for federal and state agencies to share their cost assessments.

"They agreed that its important to the public to have really one set of numbers that they're looking at
so that when people want to judge whether it can be afforded over the long term," Lingle said.

Mayor Mufi Hannemann will be in Washington next week for a meeting with the Federal Transit
Authority.

Hannemann has been critical of Lingle's public assessment of the project's financial plan as "shaky."

The mayor has cited the FTA's recent commitment of more than $1.5 billion toward the system as
proof it is viable.

Copyright 2010 by KITV.com All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast,
rewritten or redistributed.

lofl 2/22/2010 11:56 AM
ARO00079878
























honolul

Letters to the Editor

Tuesday, February 23, 2010

MASS transit
Can Honolulu really afford rail system?

They want to raise taxes and now they also want to pressure the governor to just
sign the EIS for the rail project without analyzing its fiscal consequences.

Are they serious?

This is the type of action that has brought our economy to its knees.

This is why there is such an enormous amount of foreclosures, bank failures and
borrowing by city and state from the federal government — spending was made
without checking on the ability to repay.

Can the people of Hawai'i afford the rail? Mayor Hannemann and 39
representatives say yes, while Gov. Lingle says "let me verify."

The city itself is working on a review to present to the Federal Transit
Administration.

Voters demand that spending be responsible and not political.

H-3 took years to work out an acceptable EIS and yet it still got built and now
serves the people of Hawai'l.

The rail will be built, but let us do it right.

John Guzman
Honolulu

ARO00079886
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Wednesday, February 24, 2010
Letters to the Editor

Bus arrival times available online

I would like to praise TheBus's estimated arrival Web site, hea.thebus.org, which O'ahu Transit
Services put out quietly.

This Web site offers real-time bus arrival and departure information, and is fairly accurate with
its on-board GPS systems. Now I always check the Web site before leaving work to catch the
bus.

It would be even better if the transit service could set up electronic boards at the bus stops to
show the arrival information, or if somehow people would be allowed to subscribe to the
information through their cell phone.

Honglong Li
Honolulu

ARO00079894
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Members of the Hawaii chapter of the American Institute of Architects make another argument. They contend that
any mass transit for Honolulu should be “at grade” in order not to defile the city’s view planes.

Such an argument assumes that the undistinguished office towers of downtown Honolulu and hotels of Waikiki
haven’t already sufficiently defiled the city’s view planes - or that eight or nine lanes of gridlock twice a day

constitutes a beautiful urban landscape.

No, there’s something else going on here. Simply put, the majority of East Honolulu’s residents don’t give a rip
about their fellow citizens residing west of Red Hill. They don’t care about their access to higher education and
they don’t care how long they have to sit in traffic in order to get to work - or to their university campus.

Find this article at: http://www.midweek.com/content/columns/mostlypolitics_article/the_border_dividing_two_honolulus/

http://www.midweek .com/content/columns/Print_Story/the border dividing two honolul... 2/24/2010
ARO00079899
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Thursday, February 25, 2010
Letters to the Editor

Governor correctin fully vetting EIS

Gov. Lingle is correct in saying that she will not be "railroaded" into signing off on the
environmental impact statement for the rail project until she has fully vetted it.

The New York Times reported on Feb. 17 that the Federal Transit Administration pulled $70
million in stimulus money from a planned expansion of commuter rail service in San Francisco

because the rail agency did not properly study the project's impact.

Better we do it right the first time than risk having funds yanked later.

Lynne Matusow
Honolulu

ARO00079901



Honolulu Council Chairman In Rail Discussions in D.C. - Print This Story... http://www kitv.com/print/226758 13/detail . html

KITV.com

Honolulu Council Chairman In Rail Discussions in D.C.

Chair Todd Apo Joins Mayor For Mass Transit Meeting With FTA

POSTED: 2:13 pm HST February 25, 2010
UPDATED: 2:58 pm HST February 25, 2010

HONOLULU -- Honolulu Council Chairman Todd Apo will be in Washington, on Friday to meet with
the Federal Transit Administration for discussions on Honolulu’s High-Capacity Transit Corridor
Project.

Apo also plans to meet with the Senate appropriations staff to discuss the project’s funding, including
the recent $1.55 billion appropriated for Honolulu.

“The main goal is to obtain information directly from those making decisions about our project. I want
to understand their perspective on the Environmental Impact Statement, including what is needed to
finalize it,” Apo said. “This information will prove helpful for the Council as we move into our budget
process, and to our residents, who have heard conflicting accounts of the FTA’s position.”

Honolulu Mayor Mufi Hannemann invited Apo to attend this week’s meetings, which were scheduled
in conjunction with the mayor’s trip to the Capitol.

“Our rail project remains vital to Honolulu. For today’s jobs, tomorrow’s future in transportation and
land use and our overall continued growth. Providing opportunities for today’s youth to have a home
and a job in Hawaii remains a goal for all of us,” Apo said.

Copyright 2010 by KITV.com All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast,
rewritten or redistributed.
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