Public Involvement Overview

September 2009

Month
Hotline Calls* 50
Comment Sense Submissions/Inquiries** 44
FOIA requests 0
Speakers Bureau
Presentation/Events 21
Neighborhood Boards 8
TAC 0
Community meetings 1

*Calls directly to the hotline 808.566.2299

** Includes all comments/inquiries via Project website from the end of the official DEIS comment period

on February 6, 2009 to the end of the month.
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"passenger code of conduct” for riders of the city transit system.

aclu concerned

The local chapter of the American Civil Liberties Union and council member Charles Djou said they
are worried the bill is onerous and too broadly worded.

"We are obviously concerned about laws that are inherently vague, where a reasonable person
cannot know what conduct is prohibited," said Daniel Gluck, of ACLU Hawaii. "Vague laws — like the
proposed 'odor' ban — open the door to discriminatory enforcement based on an officer's individual
prejudices."

Djou said the bill raises constitutionality issues. "We would like everybody to be polite on city mass
transit and | think that's a good idea," Djou said. "But we're not a police state."

Under the bill, a person found in violation may be ordered to leave transit property and issued a
summons or citation by a police officer. If convicted, a person could be fined up to $500, spend up to
six months in jail, or be both fined and jailed.

J. Roger Morton, president and chief executive of Oahu Transit Services, which operates TheBus,
said that when there are odor complaints, bus drivers are told to "get some assistance" by contacting
a supervisor, radio controller or police officer who decides whether a person should be removed.

Morton said that in general, he supports a passenger code of conduct. What's to be included, he said,
is up to the city Department of Transportation Services and the council, he said.

The bill will be heard at 9 a.m. Thursday by the Council Transportation Committee.

http://www .honoluluadvertiser.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article? AID=/20090901/NEWS01/909010... 9/1/2009
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the creation of the new draft. “And if all of that could be built at once,
that’s fine. But typically plans don’t get built that way.” When Bicycling
Coordinator Chris Sayers and the department’s outside consulting team
began focusing in earnest on the new plan in early 2008, deteriorating
economic conditions made it even clearer that funding would become an

issue.
“So, we wanted an emphasis on having a pragmatic plan,” Yoshioka says.

This time around, planners avoided high-cost dream projects like circle-
island bike paths and focused on what could be done to improve
connectivity, planning jargon for making sure bikeways align to form clear
routes usable for getting from point a to point b.

“We had to make sure we don’t have pockets of great cycling facilities
unconnected to one another,” said Sayers.

Bicycles for miles

The City’s new vision calls for nearly 600 miles of new bikeways, a
dramatic expansion on the 117 miles that currently exist. The proposal is
most dramatic for the ‘Ewa plain, with bicycling lanes as well as storage

facilities deeply integrated with the forthcoming rail transit network.

The prominence of ‘Ewa-side communities in the new plan is a prime
example of how the planners sought to ensure feasibility. Sayers and
Yoshioka say that one of their main strategies was to piggyback new
bikeways onto already-funded projects, thus dramatically reducing costs.
For the proposed new rail stations in Central and West Oahu, that means
building bike storage facilities and bike paths into the blueprints.
Yoshioka also says developers in the area, including the Department of
Hawaiian Homelands with its Kapolei Two project, are already beginning

to build bikeways into new developments from the ground up.

Other new cycling routes may be funded at least in part through a new
national planning initiative known as “Complete Streets.”

“The idea.” Yoshioka said, “Is that all new construction and reconstruction
Is supposed to take all modes [of transportation] into account.” While

30f8 9/3/2009 11:18 AM
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federal funding through Complete Streets has not yet fully materialized,
Yoshioka says he’s hopeful. “Complete Streets is a goal,” he said. “It's
logical to follow that up. | think the success is going to be that the [federal
and state Complete Streets statutes don’t] say ‘we're going to retrofit the
world.” But when the opportunities present themselves, we're going to
integrate all modes of transportation, and bicycling included.” The
piggybacking strategy is already in effect elsewhere on the island,
including in the nearly completed resurfacing of Keolu Drive in

Kailua/Enchanted Lake.

“They were already putting down new pavement. You’re going to have to
put down new lane markers anyway,” said Yoshioka. “We wanted to use it

as an opportunity.”

By simply putting paint down in a different place, the City was able to
create a new bike path, at zero added expense.

“We changed the road from four lanes to two,” said Sayers. The change
allowed the City to connect almost all of winding Keolu Drive with an
undivided bike lane. “Our traffic engineering division evaluated the plan to
make sure it wouldn’t negatively impact traffic. We've still got some issues
around the shopping center there, but soon virtually all of that road will
be connected.”

Most of the bike routes in the master plan involve new lanes, not the

paths many cyclists crave, an outcome born of necessity, planners say.

“In a built-out city like this one, you'd like to have separate paths, but it's

just very difficult and very expensive to accomplish that,” said Yoshioka.

While some in the cycling community have expressed frustration with the
lack of paths, the Transportation department is confident that the

incremental approach will lead to greater success sooner.

For now, the plan is to augment the hundreds of miles of new bike paths
with an increased emphasis on public awareness and education
programs designed to improve both ridership and safety. There are a
number of physical infrastructure projects—clearer route markings, safety-

9/3/2009 11:18 AM
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the same goals without enormous taxpayer expenditures.

| hope [the plan will be implemented in part]. There are good things in
there that are not new expenditures, but anything to do with new
construction—realistically it'll be a least a few years. But every little bit
helps when it comes to improving the quality of our bicycling options.”

Mitchell Nakagawa

Executive Director, Hawaii Bicycling League

Looking at this plan compared to 1999, | think it’s a very good plan. It
looks at bicycling more holistically, in the sense that we're looking at not
only structural and engineering issues, but the education, the
enforcement, the role of advocates. Multiple things stand out in the new
draft: one is the acknowledgement that we have a very fragmented
bicycling network now. Placing an emphasis on connectivity existing bike
routes, and integrating them with rail-that’s good.

For many of us, connectivity is the greatest source of frustration. Looking
at commuting: we don’t have an east or windward to downtown route.
Look at signage: the routes exists, but they aren’t always intuitive.

A general comment about the draft plan: in addition to working on the
implementation and ensuring funding for all of these projects, we need to
have some way to reach out to the broader community who [is] unaware.
Something akin to a citizens guide. | think the city does a good job while
the plan is being drafted, but I think there needs to be more ongoing
communication about cycling.

[The new plan] is an improvement for two main reasons. One, it
encompasses the entire island. Two, it includes all the other influences,
like education, outreach, employer support.

| think the plan is very ambitious. They identified lanes, paths routes to be
built. That in itself is a very bold step. The key here is to make sure the
funding is there at the time of implementation, and that’s going to take

immense public and political will.

6 of 8 9/3/2009 11:18 AM
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Is it currently safe to bicycle around here? | think that there are options for
all types of bicyclists. Still, urban Honolulu is not bicycle friendly in the

sense that is defined nationally.

As soon as people begin seeing more bicyclists on the streets, similar to
themselves, their uncles and aunties, it becomes a different equation.
The single greatest barrier is either a lack of awareness or the perception
that bicycling isn’t safe.

Overall, | think the community is ready for improved conditions and the

decades of work by advocates are about to come to fruition.

Frank Smith

Owner of Island Triathalon and Bike

| have spent time looking at bike plans...my own opinion is that they're
kind of waste of time. I've seen them since 1978, | think this is the fourth
one, and pretty much nothing happens. The real revolution in cycling will
come when people learn to cope with the streets the way they are rather
than waiting for some magical construction project we're never going to
see.

| vehemently object to people who say it's unsafe to bicycle here. | don’t
think it is. | think if you acquire the appropriate skills that it's reasonably

safe. I'm exhibit A.

You have to be totally aware of your environment. It's not the time to zone
out with your sound system. You have to be on full alert. You need to be
visible, typically in the daytime wearing brighter colors, lights at night.
Where you position yourself in the traffic is a huge help. People think it’s
safer to be far away from cars, they hug the curb or ride on the sidewalk.
Sidewalks are terribly dangerous. I'd like to see an educational and an

enforcement program for the sidewalks.

There’s plenty of drivers that violate our right to share the road. | attribute
my success to being able to anticipate every stupid thing that a car can
do, so that you're prepared for it. | teach this class called Traffic Kills 101.
Really, the answer is to teach the bikers how to cope.

http://honoluluweekly.com/cover/2009/09/master-work/

9/3/2009 11:18 AM
AR00080814



Master work » Honolulu Weekly

8 of 8

Oahu is very accommodating, with the exception of the streets being
bumpy. | really point my finger at the State. Kamehameha Highway, on
the Windward side and the North Shore. It's like the Incredible Shrinking
shoulder, where you have sand build up, then vegetation, then the
shoulder disappears.

| think bike lanes are passe. | don’t think they help at all. They become a
debris magnet, It makes cyclists and motorists behave contrary to the
regular rules of the road. If you're making a right turn, and there’s no bike
lane, they merge safely. With the bike lane they don’t know what to do,
so they accelerate or cut you off.

The biggest issue is that we just don’t have a lot of room. We just can’t

carve paths out like they can on the mainland.

Everybody has to follow the same rules. It's a dance. It's not a war. We're
not fighting each other. Aside from a very small number of sociopathic
people, you know, there’s jerks out there, but the vast majority of
motorists are accommodating.

All original content copyright 2009 Honolulu Weekly.

http://honoluluweekly.com/cover/2009/09/master-work/
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was evident during Friday’s meeting. Dudley can cross-examine the
developer’s witnesses. He can call his own, which he plans to do at later
meetings—people like business-friendly economist Paul Brubaker, who
has labeled the plan “... an irreversible destruction of your ability to grow
food”.

The Commissioners are required to allow Dudley to comment on nearly
everything they do. It's heady stuff, and it has given Dudley the time, he
says, to slowly rally the troops against the project.

And most of the people who signed up to speak at Friday’s meeting did
testify in opposition, although not all. Meet Maeda Timson, who is a
member, along with Kioni Dudley of the Makakilo Neighborhood Board.
Apparently they go way back. When Timson started into her defense of
the development, Dudley immediately cut her off, claiming she was
nothing but a paid mouthpiece for the developers, wooed to their camp by
lavish dinners and other, unspecified perks. Timson shot back: “| still live
in the same little house. Not like Mr. Dudley’s mansion up on the hill. If |
was paid for all the time I've put in for my community, I'd be rich by now,

not still living in my house.”

Timson pooh-poohed the traffic issue. “Traffic? There’s traffic right now.
Hoopili will have at least one rail stop,” (referring to the City’s planned
light rail project). “All the land where Kapolei now is was originally zoned
Ag. Why stop at this last piece—when it’s all in the development plan
already? The west side is already providing the electricity, the rubbish

disposal (for all of Oahu). Now we’re responsible for the farm land too?”

The idea that Aloun Farms, which currently works the majority of the
Ho'opili parcel, is somehow being summarily thrown off the land also
strikes others as inaccurate. Al Lardizabal, who said he was just attending
the meeting as an observer, pointed out that the farmers knew the lease
they signed was for a short term. “They understood that something was
going to happen to the land. | think we need to think long term. My son
cannot afford a home in Hawaii. It's a supply and demand thing. You
either develop in ‘Ewa—or some other, less well-planned area.”

The enticing formula in which small farmers equals good, developers

http://honoluluweekly.com/feature/2009/09/theres-something-about-hoopili/
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equals bad was also shaken a bit by something else going on across
town on Friday morning, in U.S. District Court, something that suggested
that perhaps D.R. Horton-Schuler Homes and Aloun Farms aren’t such
different entities after all.

There really is a D.R. Horton. According to the company’s website, his
name is Donald, and he was raised in Arkansas, the son of a
cattleman/real estate broker. Donald moved to Texas as a young man,
got a bank loan and built a spec-house. He sold the house. He got a
bank loan to build two houses. He sold them. Thirty years later D.R.
Horton, through its many acquisitions of smaller builders (like Schuler) is
a big, publicly traded company that makes money the same way it always
has: by covering the land with houses and spreading the profit among its
stockholders.

The Sou brothers, who own Aloun Farms, are Laotian refugees who
immigrated to the U.S. in 1977. They got their start in farming by leasing
5 acres in Waianae. Today they lease close to 3,000 acres, and run the
second-biggest diversified crop operation in the state. On Friday morning
they were indicted in Federal Court, on charges that they imported 44
Thai nationals and forced them to work for, well, pretty much nothing.
The actual charges are “conspiracy to commit forced labor, visa fraud,
and document servitude.” One could say the Sous make money the way
they always have: by plowing up the land, reaping the harvest and
keeping the profits for themselves.

But maybe that isn’t the point here. Could it be this isn’t about the
individual players, about good guys or bad? Glenn Oamilda, who was
standing out on Beretania Street on Friday holding a sign protesting the
Hoopili project, put it this way: “It’'s about two important things.
Sustainability and balance. We're not against development-it's gonna
happen. But you gotta control it, and deal with the impacts. And, if you

live on this planet, you don’t get rid of the things that sustain you.”

In the end the LUC voted 5-3 to deny the developers (for now) their
request for rezoning, by declaring the petition “deficient.” Kioni Dudley

looked and sounded happy; Mike Jones of D.R. Horton-Schuler less so.

4 of 5 9/3/2009 11:11 AM
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Rail support

As a working architect and active AIA member, I strongly object to Geoffrey Paterson’s letter
about rail. While Mr. Paterson may have a history with the ATA, he does not speak for our
profession. I completely support Honolulu’s elevated rail system, which was chosen after a long,
multiyear process.

There are a number of local architectural firms that support this project and have been engaged
by the city’s rail team to help design elevated stations. And several architects have given rail
station presentations to communities in Kapolei and Waipahu, where the rail line will start.

As far as his complaints about rail, they are full of misinformation. Mr. Paterson cites huge
maintenance costs for overhead rail. This is not true. The elevated rail line is projected to operate
at a cost less than half that of TheBus, according to the city’s studies. This is partly due to the
fact that the trains will be automatic and won’t need drivers. This will help keep long-term costs
down.

Mr. Paterson also is inaccurate in his characterization of Vancouver’s transit system. The first
18-mile length of its elevated system started construction in 1982, when its population was
almost identical to Honolulu’s now. Vancouver, known as one of the most livable cities in the
world, has extended its elevated system since its inception and continues to do so.

Honolulu’s rail project has been thoroughly planned and scrutinized. These 11th-hour tactics are
a disservice to everyone. As far as this architect is concerned, we need to move forward with
elevated rail, because any unnecessary delays will kill the project forever.

Roland Libby,
AIA Honolulu

ARO00080821
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Wrong on rail

Bob Jones’ assertion that Honolulu has to have an elevated train along the entire 20-mile route is
incorrect. The American Institute of Architects in Honolulu opposesconstruction of the proposed
elevated train for a variety of reasons, including destruction of all view planes along its route.

If the train is going to be built despite all the objections, the initial construction from Kapolei to
Waipahu can and should be at grade. There is absolutely nothing in the route path for the first
five miles that would require an elevated, expensive, heavy rail be built. If rail is truly being built
to relieve congestion, it must be done in such a way as to be affordable so it can be started and
finished without exceeding the $5.4 billion price tag. At grade for the first five miles would save
at least $300 million from the $971 million being budgeted.

Cynthia Frith
Kailua
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The other half of the plan would be funded with state and federal dollars.

Morioka said he hasn't given up on the plan, and will return in the coming session to try to get the
increases passed.

"l think this report clearly justifies the need for our highways modernization bill," he said.

The TRIP study was compiled from information provided by the DOT, along with other federal and
state statistics.

TRIP, a Washington, D.C-based nonprofit, is issuing similar reports on about 30 other states to
showcase the challenges facing the nation's transportation network in coming years.

The group gets its funding from insurance companies, equipment manufacturers, businesses involved
in highway construction and labor unions.

According to the report, pavement conditions on urban roads are some of the worst in the state.

Some 61 percent of highways and major roadways in urban Honolulu were rated in poor condition.
For urban drivers, that translates into an extra $688 a year on average they have to pay in vehicle
operating costs for repairs and wear and tear, the report says.

A road in poor condition is defined as having signs of deterioration, including rutting, cracks and
potholes. Roads in mediocre condition show signs of wear and tear and may also have visible
pavement distress.

Urban drivers also face worsening congestion.

The average Honolulu driver wastes 26 hours a year in traffic delays because of congestion, the
study says. The annual cost of congestion to an average Honolulu driver is $514 in lost time and fuel.

"Traffic congestion in Hawai'i's largest urban areas," the report concludes, "is likely to worsen
significantly unless the state is able to improve its transportation system.”

Deadly rural roads

Also of significant concern is the rural traffic fatality rate, which is nearly four times the fatality rate for
all other roads in the state, according to the study.

In 2008, Hawai'i's traffic fatality rate for rural roads was 2.52 deaths per 100 million vehicle miles of
travel. On all other roads and highways, the traffic fatality rate was 0.64 per 100 million vehicle miles.

From 2004 to 2008, 688 people died in car crashes statewide, an average of 138 fatalities a year.
Meanwhile, Hawai'i's bridges are also aging and need attention.

In 2008, 31 percent of the state's bridges were rated functionally obsolete, which means they no
longer meet current highway design standards because of narrow lanes, inadequate clearances or
poor alignment. And by 2017, 60 of the 773 state-maintained bridges will need significant repairs,
reconstruction or replacement.

Already, 12 percent of Hawai'i's bridges are rated structurally deficient because of deterioration of the
deck, supports or other major components.

http://www .honoluluadvertiser.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article? AID=/20090903/NEWS01/909030... 9/3/2009
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"Bottom line: For all this, you need to invest," said Panos Prevedouros, immediate past president of
the Hawaii Highway Users Alliance.

Prevedouros added that ducking the repairs will only mean bigger costs — to the state and drivers —
through more congestion, more wear and tear on vehicles and even closed roadways and bridges.

TRIP officials say many other states are also trying to play catch-up with deteriorating roads and
bridges, after years of underfunding maintenance and repairs.

"Certainly, Hawai'i is not alone in this situation," said TRIP spokeswoman Carolyn Bonifas. "There's
been a funding crunch nationwide. It is important that something be done sooner rather than later."

The report points out that though plenty of problems need to be addressed, many significant
improvements have been made over the past decade.

From 1998 to 2008, Hawai'i got $1.8 billion in federal funding for road, highway and bridge
improvements. That accounts for about 44 percent of all revenues used by the DOT to pay for road,
highway and bridge construction, repairs and maintenance.

Additional Facts

road figures

+ 27 percent of Hawai'i's major roads rated in poor condition

+ 43 percent of Hawai'i's bridges show significant deterioration or do not meet current design
standards

* Hawai'i's rural roads have a traffic fatality rate that's four times the death rate of all other roads
statewide

* 45 percent of Hawai'i's urban highways are congested

Learn more: Read the report at www tripnet.org

http://www .honoluluadvertiser.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article? AID=/20090903/NEWS01/909030... 9/3/2009
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but also make 10 percent of the 550, or 55 homes, affordable to residents earning no more than 100
percent of the median income.

The agreement also allows the developer to earn credits for producing excess affordable housing,
donating land to the agency or converting market-priced housing to affordable housing in the area.
Credits also could be traded with other Kaka'ako developers.

Kamehameha Schools also committed to identify potential grave sites before development work
begins.

Kaka'ako is known to have a relatively high concentration of burials, some of which have been
disturbed inadvertently by other developers such as WalMart, General Growth and Kawaiaha'o Church
in cases that have triggered deep grief for recognized descendants.

Some people testifying at yesterday's hearing complimented Kamehameha Schools on its proactive
cultural preservation approach.

Connecting parks

Other parts of the plan include connecting Kaka'ako Gateway Park where it ends at Ala Moana with
Mother Waldron Park three blocks mauka by adding a strip of park space down both sides of Cooke
Street, and converting existing industrial buildings along Cooke into a plaza with a performance area,
cafes, restaurants and other neighborhood retail businesses.

The city's planned rail line is slated to connect with the project with a transit station identified for part of
Kamehameha Schools land on Halekauwila Street that will help create dense pockets of potential
transit commuters.

Another envisioned tie-in for the project is a biotech office complex Kamehameha Schools plans to
develop on two blocks near the University of Hawai'i medical school makai of Kaiaulu 'o Kaka'ako.

Kamehameha Schools owns 12 acres over four blocks makai of Ala Moana that aren't included in the
master plan because different development rules apply in that area.

An initial phase of construction on Kaiaulu 'o Kaka'ako is estimated to begin next year starting on three
blocks between South and Keawe streets.

One of those blocks is the former CompUSA site. Botticelli said Kamehameha Schools is close to
signing a letter of intent with Safeway to develop the property. The landowner also is preparing to
solicit interest from dewvelopers to build on the block bounded by Halekauwila, Pohukaina, South and
Keawe streets.

9/3/2009 11:07 AM
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because the bill calls for it to be a criminal offense.

"If the (proposed) statute basically leaves it to the arbitrary discretion of each police officer to decide if
somebody is too smelly to get on the bus or is OK, | think you're going to have those challenges,"
Nishimura said.

Nishimura also echoed Chur's concerns about upping the existing violations to criminal offenses. The
violations would become either petty misdemeanors with 10 days jail, or full misdemeanors with up to
six months in jail. The latter would allow for defendants to have jury trials, she said.

About half a dozen passengers testified on the bill — split nearly evenly among those who supported it
and those opposed.

Nu'uanu resident Robert Asam said he supports the bill, pointing out that he's seen people spit on the
bus. At least some are "not from here," he said, adding that he tells them " "You have to respect where
you are. You're in our home.'"

"You can't be worried about the civil rights of one when the rights of all the rest of us are being
infringed upon," Asam said. "What makes that person so special?"

Besides a fine, Asam said someone found in violation could go through "some sort of retraining or
something."

But Kane'ohe resident and bus rider Irma O'Toole called the code of conduct absurd.

O'Toole said she's worried that if a complaint is made during a bus ride, a bus could be hung up for
half an hour or more waiting for a police officer to arrive at the scene.

"Some of these things are ridiculous," she said. "If you don't like the smell, there is a cord that you can
pull, and you get off the bus."

O'Toole said she's exposed to a number of smells from ethnic foods picked up by elderly passengers
getting on TheBus in Chinatown. "You can appreciate another person's culture or belief because the
human smells are not that bad, they're human."

not a choice

Dan Gluck, senior staff attorney for the American Civil Liberties Union, said his office has already been
contacted by people with metabolic disorders which cause them to have a body odor. "It's not
hygienic, it can be from a disease," Gluck said.

Councilman Rod Tam said he drew criticism for co-introducing and defending the bill, pointing out that
the odor provision was modeled after a passenger code of conduct that is in place in King County,
Wash.

Local riders have asked for a code of conduct "to ensure the safety, security, comfort and convenience
of public transit users," Tam said.

"I'm getting constant complaints about people not using bus stops for catching the bus but ... for
camping, sleeping, whatever you want to call it. So people are afraid to go there."

9/4/2009 6:27 AM
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Cost for elevated system well worth it

September 3, 2009

The West O'ahu Economic Development Association is a nonprofit organization composed of
more than 80 businesses dedicated to supporting the economic growth of the fastest-growing
region in the state. WOEDA has been and continues to be an ardent supporter of rail transit.

We believe that it will play a vital role in the economic development of the region by connecting
Leeward O'ahu with Honolulu and will enable the orderly growth of Kapolei as a secondary
urban center.

The added cost to build an elevated rail system is well worth the investment, particularly when
considering the future growth of the West O'ahu region. Elevated trains will not be slowed by
traffic congestion and will not be stopped by red lights; automotive traffic won't be slowed by an
elevated rail system.

An elevated system also provides more flexibility in design and expansion because the length of
the trains will not be constrained by the length of a city block.

Trains traveling 30 to 40 feet above ground will deliver a fast, frequent, reliable system that will
transport people between Kapolei and Honolulu in the shortest amount of time and on schedule,
contributing to an improved business climate and quality of life. West O'ahu businesses and
residents deserve no less.

Roy Yonaoshi
President, WOEDA
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BO ban on bus would be bias
September 4, 2009

I've heard it all now. Will it rain frogs now? It's blatant discrimination to deny anyone onto a
mass transit system for his or her hygiene. Personal hygiene is just that, personal. To me the act
of decency is, yes, a measurement of who in your near surroundings is offended for any reason.

I've lived in New York and Los Angeles, and let me say, if the stench of a person were to have
him or her banned from any public transit, ridership would drop noticeably. So, does a
veterinarian deny a dog help because it's covered in mud? Or what about that impeccably dressed
gentleman who keeps flatulating a foul odor from a previous meal? All these scenarios exist all
over the world.

Given global death, disease, famine, the very unhealthy national and global economies, health
care crises, etc., I can't believe such a stupid and very discriminatory idea has even been

mentioned. Gee, Hawaii's got it good if odorous people on buses make the news.

Han Song
Wahiawa
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Mike Dau, 52, of Kipapa Gulch said the fire should have come as no surprise given the dry haole koa
and grass on the exposed ridge.

"That's going to keep on smoldering for days," he said.

Dau was one of thousands left stranded in traffic due to the road closure. He said it took him more
than an hour to drive in from his job at the airport, a commute that normally takes him less than 15
minutes.

Josh Hale, 35, of Honolulu was on his way to visit friends in Mililani when he found himself caught in
the traffic backlog. He ended up inching his way to Waipahu then backtracking.

He questioned the necessity of closing all of the north-bound lanes.

"I've driven through fog thicker than this," he said. "l can see it if they needed a lane for emergency
vehicles, but why close all of them?"

Last week, dry conditions, low humidity and strengthening winds prompted the National Weather
Service to issue a red flag warning for leeward areas of the state, indicating the increased potential
for runaway wildfires.

Waiawa Ridge has been the site of several brushfires this summer. Seelig said yesterday's blaze was
not related to a brushfire in the same area earlier in the week that burned 350 acres.

http://www .honoluluadvertiser.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article? AID=/20090906/NEW S13/909060... 9/6/2009
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HONOLULU -- Opponents of a development that would urbanize more than 1,000 acres of prime
agricultural land in Ewa have won a preliminary battle at the State Land Use Commission.

So now they're targeting the city planning department, hoping to permanently stop the Ho'opili
project.

A citizens group opposed to the development met on this Labor Day holiday to strategize about their
next moves.

Developer DR Horton-Schuler wants to convert 1,500 acres of prime agriculture land from AG to urban
so it can build 12,000 homes there.

But opponents said it's the last major piece of green space, with productive, active farm land between
town and Kapolei.

"If we're going to have a second city, you need separation between the first city and the second city.
And if they build homes there, then there's no separation. It's all one big city and that's not what
anybody wants," said Makakilo resident Thad Spreg.

Late August, the state land use commission rejected the developer's proposal, because the developer
had not spelled out its incremental development plan over 20 years.

A group calling itself Friends of Makakilo now wants to get the city to change its development plan for
the area, last updated in 1997, to keep the area AG instead of residential development.

"We want that land to stay permanently in farmland and so we're asking the people to write to the
department of planning and permitting and to tell them that they want that land in farmland,"” said
Makakilo resident Kioni Dudley.

"There's already 33,000 homes permitted, shovel-ready in this area, so I think we got to look at the
plan and see how we can accommodate future development," said Ewa beach resident Glenn Oamilda.

The group plans to hold community meetings and launch petition drives in these neighborhoods,
hoping to convince more people to oppose the development.

They're worried traffic will get even worse with thousands more homes in the area.
"The roads clearly cannot take anymore," said Makakilo resident Kioni Dudley.

The developers have called the land use decision a "temporary setback” and said they plan to re-apply
for permission to build homes where these farms now stand.

Supporters of the development say it's the perfect place to put more homes, since it's right in the
middle of the city's proposed rail transit line.

And we should tell you that we were unable to reach the developers and their public relations
representatives because of the holiday Monday.

9/8/2009 1:06 PM
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move (which is supposed to be financed primarily by the Japanese, eager to move U.S. military
forces out of their homeland) and could easily Kill the deal.

Meanwhile, Hannemann is vulnerable for attacks on his plan to push through with that multibillion-
dollar fixed rail system, even though tax collections are down and there is a growing chorus of
technical and environmental opposition. True, Abercrombie supports mass transit, but one can see
him arguing that the mayor took a good idea and drove it right over the cliff.

So, while the campaign is quiet at the moment, do not expect the peace to last much longer.
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“Transportation Smelling Authority.” Instead of drug-sniffing dogs, there would be stink-smelling dogs, and
each of them would be named “Haunas.” You get the point.

Ideas such as these make national news where Hawaii becomes the butt of not-so-funny jokes. But that’s the
least of our concerns. Government officials have got to realize that they should not ingratiate themselves into
any and all aspects of our lives. That law-makers believe they should regulate how we smell is the most stink
part of this story.

Find this article at: http://www.midweek.com/content/columns/ace_article/this_legislative_idea_really_stinks/

ARO00080869






allowing hotels on the beach rather than preserving a beach walkway, not penalizing car/taxi useage with
heavier taxation.

The damage is done. We cannot remake this island into a postcard paradise. We’re a big city. We’'ve got to
move people. Roadways can’t handle the job. Flyovers can’t handle the job. We'll need this first increment
train and some after that.

We need to get over our “oh, the old days” mentality and accept a future- minded reality for the 12th largest
city in America.

#* * *

The KHNL-KGMB newsroom merger layoffs are under way. An early job loser was Randy Ennis, KHNL
assistant news director/operations.

{embed="elements/google_ad336x280"}
He had written at the No Train, No Gain journalism Web site:

“It seems that reporters have no problem spending the time to massage and rewrite their pieces, thus leaving
very little time for the videotape editor to do anything but slap the piece together so it makes it in the
newscast. As a result, the final product looks like s—t.”

Anchorman Howard Dashefsky is out, too. He was an “A” student of mine when | taught broadcast journalism
at the UH. Dashefsky was a very good baseball player but had said “chances of making it into the majors are
slim, and | want to learn a skill that will always give me a job.”

* * *

Did you read that the Hawaii Farm Bureau Federation supports development at Ho’opili rather than farming?
The HFBF’s mission is “to support agriculture in Hawaii.”

Ask HFBF president Dean Okimoto about that next time you see him at his Nalo Farms stand at the KCC
Farmers Market. What's the politics there, Dean?

Find this article at: http://www.midweek.com/content/columns/justthoughts_article/train_news_merger_funny_farm_biz/
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A call to city spokesman Bill Brennan for comment on the Kamehameha Schools study Friday
afternoon wasn't immediately returned.

Kamehameha spokeswoman Ann Botticelli also didn't return messages for this story. However, last
month Botticelli said Kamehameha Schools shared information with the city indicating there may be
substantial construction savings with a light-rail system built partially at ground level.

Kamehameha, in documents recently filed with the state, has expressed concerns about the size of
the elevated train stations, which will be 50 feet wide by up to 300 feet long. The 21 planned stations
also will be three stories high or higher.

route shift sought

Kamehameha Schools also has asked the city to move a planned station from its property at the
intersection of Halekauwila and South streets to Mother Waldron Park, which is about 300 yards
diamondhead.

In addition, federal officials are asking the city to shift the route of the planned train away from the

Prince Kuhio Federal Building because of security concerns. U.S. District Judge Helen Gillmor and
U.S. District Marshal Mark Hanohano this year expressed concerns that the proposed route down

Halekauwila Street exposes the nearby courthouse to a potential terrorist bombing or attack by an

individual holding a grudge against a particular judge.

However, a threat and vulnerability assessment conducted by the city called an attack on the Prince
Kuhio Federal Building from Honolulu's planned elevated commuter train "most improbable."

The route proposed in the Kamehameha Schools study would be substantially the same as the city's
planned route, until the train reaches urban Honolulu. The current route, which was created by
ordinance, travels the periphery of Downtown by running along Nimitz Highway to Halekauwila Street,
then Kapi'olani Boulevard. The study proposes several alternatives including a diamondhead route
that would enter Downtown via North King Street to Hotel Street, then makai on Richards Street to
South King Street or Queen Street.

Heading 'ewa, the ground-level train would travel from Kapi'olani Boulevard to South Street, then
South Beretania Street to Richards Street, then reconnect at Hotel Street.

The slightly longer route would be slower than the current Nimitz route. However, the alternative route
could shorten the commute of many riders by placing them closer to their destination, Craig said.

Modern train technology could allow at-grade trains to accommodate the estimated 95,310 daily
riders without undue interference with road traffic, Craig said.

"The significant advantage in technology in this decade has been the development of electrical
distribution systems that do not require overhead trolley wires," he said. "That allows you then to put
the tracks along the curb without having the impact on the trees, and in turn you have the loading
platforms just like buses load today.

"There's several (train) manufacturers, including Bombardier, Alstom (and) Siemens, that have this
technology," Craig added.

City Councilman Charles Djou said the city has not provided council members with a copy of the
Kamehameha Schools study.

"l very much want to see it," he said. "l think anything that's going to make this system work and save
taxpayers money is worth the city's attention. This is the kind of stuff the Honolulu City Council should

http://www .honoluluadvertiser.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article? AID=/20090913/NEWS09/90913... 9/13/2009
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to derail the project and impose their will anyhow.

The aesthetic objection to elevated stations is untenable unless you are blind to the existing eyesores the
city has, including elevated highways that divide the community more than a rail line ever could. Rail
builds community no matter where it is.

Kamehameha Schools owns land at four station sites, and according to the Honolulu Advertiser is
asking that one be moved to a park instead. City planners can expect a lot of this from people whose
land will be taken. It’s why the H-1 curves a lot.

Craig says his ideas would save vast sums. Delay will cost vast sums. Even if you could wave a magic
wand and have a new engineering plan tomorrow that puts more of the line on the ground, you will, with
the wave of your wand, have created new delays, by creating more landowners to sue.

And the more space rail needs on the ground, the greater the chance of finding iwi.

That’s not the sort of thing that would occur to a transit planner from New Jersey.

Comments

3 Responses to “Is it a new attempt to derail rail?”
1. Robert Nehmad on September 13th, 2009 12:49 pm

What exactly are Phil Craig’s credentials?
I understand that he is railway designer. Based on The Honolulu Advertiser issue of September
13, Mr. Craig states that “The slightly longer route would be slower than the current Nimitz route.
However, the alternative route could shorten the commute of many riders by placing them closer
to their destination.” What evidence does he have to make this subjective statement? Planners use
data to reach decisions. Does Craig’s report include any facts/data to validate his comments?

[ I think Craig has decent credentials. I've met him and he seems like a nice enough fellow. I just
think it's too late. If we want this built we need to get moving. HMD]

2. Bill on September 13th, 2009 1:48 pm

The school can barely ensure the safety and welfare of their students, yet they want to tell the city
how to do a transit rail system? Clean up your house first. False pride makes you blind.

3. Michael on September 13th, 2009 4:35 pm
When someone wants to say something, iwi how they have a bone to pick even after life.
Leave a Reply

Name (required)

http://kgmb9.com/howard/2009/09/13/is-it-a-new-attempt-to-derail -rail/ 9/14/2009
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Study: Ground Level Tracks Could Save Money

$1.7B Could Be Saved

POSTED: 10:26 am HST September 13, 2009
UPDATED: 10:42 am HST September 13, 2009

HONOLULU -- A new study said Honolulu could save about $1.7 billion by building about half of a
planned elevated commuter train at ground level.

The study was commissioned by Kamehameha Schools, Hawaii's largest private landowner with
holdings including the sites of at least four proposed train stations.

City officials ruled out the ground-level option due to traffic and concerns it would lower ridership and
require the acquisition of more rights of way.

But the study said new light rail technology and an alternate route could resolve those issues.

Copyright 2009 by The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not be published,
broadcast, rewritten or redistributed.

lofl 9/14/2009 2:11 PM
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The city has been working to reduce electricity consumption, including spending millions of dollars on
energy conservation efforts at Honolulu Hale, Neal Blaisdell Exhibition Hall and other city facilities.
This year, the city plans to spend $657,000 installing a photovoltaic system at its Halawa Corporation
Yard.

The city spent $2.4 million to retrofit Honolulu Hale. The project, which was completed in 2002, was
supposed to save the city at least 1.1 million kilowatt hours of electricity. In 2005 the city spent
$71,000 installing energy efficient light fixtures in the Blaisdell Exhibition Hall. The modifications were
projected to save the city 56,000 kilowatts of electricity annually.

The city auditor last summer criticized the city for lacking a comprehensive framework to effectively
manage electricity costs and consumption. The audit also found that the city's sustainability goals
lacked a plan for achievement.

According to the audit, the city could not verify whether investments in energy efficiency projects were
delivering the promised results. Overall city electricity consumption has risen 20 percent since 2005.

http://www .honoluluadvertiser.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article? AID=/20090914/NEWS01/90914... 9/14/2009
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Supporters of the current transit plan contend that the elevated track will not disrupt views or change
the aesthetics in already congested urban Honolulu. In addition, elevating the train is also cheaper
than building a network of underground tunnels or running the tracks at ground level, where more
land may need to be acquired, proponents say. Elevating the train also should reduce commuting
times and as a result, potentially increase ridership.

However, Kamehameha Schools and the American Institute of Architects have raised concerns about
the visual impact the approximately 30-foot-wide, 50-foot-high elevated track system and its elevated
stations will have on Honolulu's scenery. Kamehameha Schools is also concerned about the effect on
its land values and rental income.

Kamehameha Schools owns about 229 acres with 1,000 lessees and sublessees near the rail route.
Its holdings include the sites where at least four proposed train stations would be located. That makes
Kamehameha Schools one of the biggest private landowners that could be financially affected by rail.

Kamehameha Schools and others, including some environmental groups, have expressed concerns
that options such as an at-grade train system were not fully analyzed during the city's analysis of
alternatives. In addition, the drawbacks of an elevated train weren't fully addressed in a recent draft
environmental impact study, according to Kamehameha Schools.

The city denies such allegations.

Kamehameha Schools "had ample opportunity to express their concerns about an elevated system
during the (alternatives analysis) yet did not voice its opinion," according to the city's written response
released yesterday. "The report by Mr. Craig is a late entry into the discussion that raises points that
have already been thoroughly assessed over the course of the project to date."

Whether the planned 20-mile train from East Kapolei to Ala Moana runs on the ground or on an
elevated guideway could depend on how concerns about an entirely elevated train affect the outcome
of an ongoing environmental impact review.

Altering Timeline

Any significant change in the route or train technology could require the city to prepare what's called a
supplemental environmental impact statement, which would disrupt a timeline that calls for
construction to begin in December. Despite those delays, a combination elevated and at-grade train
could be operational in June 2017, according to Craig. The city's planned East Kapolei to Ala Moana
train would open for full operations by 2019.

Djou yesterday reiterated his desire for a council hearing of the alternative proposed by Kamehameha
Schools.

"If the city is so confident in an all-elevated system, then why not have a public discussion on it and
settle the issue once and for all," he said. "Only if you fear that you might not be 100 percent correct
would you not want to have a public hearing."

http://www .honoluluadvertiser.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article? AID=/20090916/NEWS01/90916... 9/16/2009
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residential areas, and alleviate traffic congestion. The funding will maintain and create additional jobs, as a result
of construction and business development in the region.

Alien Species Action Plan Inspection Facility: $900,000
For the operational and capital costs supporting the Alien Species Action Plan cargo inspection facility in Kahului,
Maui, as directed by the Kahului Environmental Impact Statement Record of Decision.

DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT

Ka Hale A Ke Ola Homeless Shelter: $500,000
For rehabilitation and improvement of emergency shelter and transitional housing facility and long-term rental
housing project for low-income residents in Maui.

Maili Self-Help Housing: $500,000
For the construction of 76 lot subdivision for self-help housing project for low-income families.

Kahale Mua Public Housing on Molokai Improvement Project: $400,000
For the renovation of housing units to provide 25 refurbished housing units for low-income individuals on
Molokai.

Pahala Elderly Housing Rehabilitation Project: $400,000
For the construction of 24 units of elderly housing in Pahala, just outside of Hilo.

Waipa Kitchen Incubator Project: $400,000
For construction and equipment purchase for a state-certified commercial kitchen, food mill, and underground
oven in Waipa, Kauai, for the low-income and farming communities.

Wahiawa Employment Training and Support Complex: $300,000
To renovate and expand the Wahiawa Training and Support Complex to double capacity to provide training and
employment opportunities for people with disabilities and other low-income individuals.

Kauai County Self-Help Housing Construction Project: $250,000
For on-site infrastructure improvements to enable the construction of 26 residential homes for low-income
households.

Mookini Education Center for Low Income: $200,000
Youths Construction Project
For the construction and renovation of a cultural education center for low-income youths.

Institute for Human Services Homeless Shelter: $200,000

Job Training Project

For the construction of a job and skills training center at Hawaii’s oldest and largest emergency homeless shelter
communities to use for vocational training and processing of value-added agricultural products to be distributed
and sold state-wide.

NATIVE HAWAIIAN PROGRAMS

Native Hawaiian Block Grant Program: $13,000,000
Native Hawaiian Serving Institutions Program: $3,000,000
Alaska Native and Native Hawaiian Housing Loan Guarantee: $1,000,000

NATIONAL PROGRAMS THAT BENEFIT HAWAII

Essential Air Service: $125 million
Community Development Block Grant: $3.9 billion

9/18/2009 8:59 AM
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Honolulu views already blighted

Check out the Honolulu skyline from a mile or so inland and then ask if the elevated rail will
really harm an already blighted view. Especially when weighed against the traffic congestion
created by a street-level system through town.

Paul K. Funkhouser
Wahiawa
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Copius231: Why are the traffic lights not synchronized throughout the island to promote a free flow of

traffic?

Yoshioka: We currently have four separate efforts to optimize traffic signal timing islandwide. The
first is in Kapolei and is expected to be implemented within the next couple months. Other efforts are
under way in McCully/Mo'ili'ili, Downtown, Waikiki, Kalihi and other areas.

Copius123: Why is it that our roads throughout the island are constantly in such bad condition
despite the size of our city government and why is it not a required "team" effort by all city employees
who drive including law enforcement?

Yoshioka: Mayor Hannemann has poured millions of dollars into road repair and rehabilitation since
coming into office in an effort to catch up with our infrastructure work backlog. In fact, a road paving

symposium is planned before the end of September at which the city will make contractors aware of
the upcoming road work plans.

Copius123: Do you think it is responsible to even consider the rail project without addressing many
of the basic needs regarding O'ahu's infrastructure, like our roads, sewer and water lines, for
example?

Yoshioka: The basic infrastructure needs of our city are being addressed. The fact is, there are a lot
of things that need to be done, and rail transit must be included in that mix.

Copius123: Has the city conducted an analysis of how much monetary damage our poor road
conditions have cost taxpayers?

Yoshioka: We're focusing our efforts on repaving and improving the conditions of our city streets,
though there are some studies done nationally that estimate the costs of driving on roads in poor
condition.

Amber Lee: Won't a train at ground level affect Hawaiian burial sites along the route?

Yoshioka: Absolutely, Amber, and much more so than an elevated system will. That's because the
at-grade system will need to dig up a trench 30 feet wide and as much as 4 to 5 feet deep that runs
for several miles in the middle of existing streets!

An elevated system, on the other hand, would require digging 8-foot diameter holes for columns 100
feet or more apart. It's not only burial sites that will be impacted, but there are utility lines
underground as well that will be impacted. Nearly all of our city streets have sewers or water pipes or
utilities beneath them. This is an important point that KS failed to address in its "plan."

Tanya Miyamoto: | like how the city is integrating the new bike plan with the rail. Will people be able
to take their bikes on the trains?

Yoshioka: The city's plan currently allows for bicycles on the train during off-peak hours, and we are
looking at the feasibility of accommodating bicycles all the time. Additionally, our recently updated
Bicycle Master Plan, which Mayor Hannemann made a priority for my department, identifies strong
connections between key bicycle paths and transit stations.

Johnny: When construction actually starts, will local workers get the jobs or will they come from the
Mainland like on the Aloha Stadium renovations? The mayor put a big emphasis on the fact that the
rail construction will provide jobs for our local people. Do we still have those assurances?

Yoshioka: One of the reasons Mayor Hannemann had the city divide the rail project into many parts
was to encourage and enable the participation of local contractors and businesses. We've met with
contractors and they indicate that they are planning to maximize the use of local labor and other local

http://www .honoluluadvertiser.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article? AID=/20090920/OPINIONO03/90... 9/20/2009
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The disclosure of spending on public education comes at a time when tax collections needed to build
the train are failing to meet projections.

During fiscal year 2009, which ended June 30, transit tax collections fell short by $27.1 million. During
the current fiscal year, the city projected tax collections to average $16.5 million a month. However,
the average collection in July and August was $14.9 million a month.

Yesterday, four City Council members introduced a resolution calling on the city administration to
disclose details concerning how much has been spent on the public information campaign including
which firms were paid, how much they received and what they were paid to do. The resolution was
signed by members Ann Kobayashi, Romy Cachola, Donovan Dela Cruz and Charles Djou.

The city should have cut spending after the November election settled the question of whether the
public wanted rail, Kobayashi said. Instead, spending seems to have accelerated, she said.

"This isn't the time to be spending money on this kind of stuff when the vote has already been taken,"
Kobayashi said. "l think the public, rather than hearing more of the same, would rather know how
their money is being spent."

Additional Facts

Rail Online

See our transit coverage at
www.honoluluadvertiser.com/rail

http://www .honoluluadvertiser.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article? AID=/20090929/NEWS01/90929... 9/29/2009
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