
Note: OMPO EJ Report refers to Environmental Justice in the Planning Process: Defining Environmental Justice Populations 
[Oahu Metropolitan Planning Organization (OMPO), 20041 

LOW-INCOME 
POPULATION 
Defined by DOT Guidelines as: 

- HHS Poverty Guidelines 
Other data also available: 

- Census Poverty Thresholds 

STEP 1: 
Calculate % Low-Income 
(concentration) 

- Use OMPO EJ Report results 
(OMPO uses Census Poverty 
Thresholds) 

Public Involvement and 
Outreach 
Develop and implement public 
outreach strategy that addresses 
study corridor composition. 

STEP 3: 
Develop Community Profile 
Identify Block Group in Study 
Corridor which exceed 
Thresholds for Linguistic 
Isolation or meet EJ criteria 
based on the OMPO EJ Report 
for Low-Income or Minority. 

There is no Step 2 for 
Low-Income or 

MINORITY POPULATION 
	

Minority Population 
Defined as: Black, Asian, 	 analysis. 
NHOPI, AIAN, and Hispanic 

Hawaii is a special case in that 
	

STEP 1: 
Asians are the majority of the 

	
Calculate % "Minority" 

population. 	 (concentration) 
(Note OMPO analysis.) 	 - Use OMPO EJ Report results. 

Solution: Focus on secondary 
assessment if census data is not 
giving meaningful data. 

LINGUISTICALLY 
ISOLATED HOUSEHOLDS 
Defined as a household in 
which no person age 14 or over 
speaks English at least "Very 
Well". 

STEP 1: 
Calculate % Linguistically 
Isolated Households 
(concentration) 

- For each Block Group 
within Study Corridor 

- Use Census data 

  

 

STEP 2: 
Calculate Linguistic 
Isolation Threshold 
for Oahu 

  

Public Involvement and 
Outreach 

LPA Develop and implement public 
outreach strategy that addresses 
study corridor composition. 

STEP 4: 
Secondary Assessment 
Refine Preliminary Assessment results 
with: 

Review by Public Outreach Experts 
Consultation with Community 
Service Centers 
Review of readily available Agency 
Data (i.e. Department of Health, 
Department of Education, etc.) 
2004 OMPO EJ Report 
Block Group analysis of zero 
vehicle housing units 
Block Group analysis of age and 
disabled populations 
TheBus survey results 

STEP 5: 
Map 
Communities 
of Concern 
Further 
develop the 
community 
profile 

ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE ANALYSIS 
Honolulu High-Capacity Transit Corridor Project 

EXECUTIVE ORDER (EO) 12898 
"...to identify and address disproportionately high and adverse effects.., on the health or environment of minority or low-income populations..." 

GOAL OF ANALYSIS: 
If minority or low-income populations are found in the project vicinity, good faith effort must be made to ensure that disproportionate and 
adverse impacts on low-income and minority populations are prevented, minimized, or mitigated. 

Define and 
Quantify Analysis 
	

Preliminary 
	

Preliminary 
	

Refined 
	

Final 
	

Determination 
Parameters 
	

Analysis 
	

Results 
	

Results 
	

Results 
	

of EJ Effect 

AA Phase 
	

Draft EIS 
Phase 

Public Involvement and 
Outreach 
Develop avoidance or 
mitigation that address 
community concern. 

A 

STEP 7: 
Development of 
Avoidance or 
Mitigation 
To be determined by 
results of Step 6 
with community 
input. 

4-7-06 

STEP 6: 
Analysis of Disproportionate 
and Adverse Impacts 
To be determined by results of 
Step 5: 

- Per Discipline 
- Limited to Corridor study 

area for each alternative 

DEFINITION: 
"Threshold" = One standard deviation for 
distribution curve of concentration (percents), 
using all Block Groups Island-wide. 
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