Public Involvement Overview

August 2009

Month
Hotline Calls* 25
Comment Sense Submissions/Inquiries** 42
FOIA requests 0
Speakers Bureau
Presentation/Events 14
Neighborhood Boards 13
TAC 0
Community meetings 2

*Calls directly to the hotline 808.566.2299

** Includes all comments/inquiries via Project website from the end of the official DEIS comment period

on February 6, 2009 to the end of the month.
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want to risk having to bear the cost of a trade-in that doesn't meet program requirements.

Damien J.K. Farias, general manager of Maui Toyota, said that disposing of the engine on site is one
of around 22 requirements that a dealer has to submit proof of to receive reimbursement. There are
also title issues to contend with.

"In our case, customers are reluctant to give away the title before they know they're approved, but we
can't get the car approved unless we have the title. It's the chicken and the egg thing."

Karl Brauer, editor-in-chief of Edmunds.com, said that while the rumors of the program's problems
may be true, they are also exaggerated.

"The rules were complex, but ultimately pretty clear cut. You had to do a lot of reading, but it's rather
easy to understand."

Additional Facts

learn more:

More on the “Cash for Clunkers” program, including the eligible car makes, at
www.honoluluadvertiser.com

http://www .honoluluadvertiser.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article? AID=/20090801/NEWS01/908010... 8/1/2009
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Abercrombie, according to the Center for Responsive Politics, has collected more money over his two
decades in Congress from political action committees than individual donors. In more recent
campaigns, he has benefited from large contributions from transportation unions and defense,
aerospace, legal and maritime interests.

Abercrombie and his advisers have been concerned about his ability to transfer his federal campaign
money to his governor's campaign and also a state law that restricts donations from the Mainland to
20 percent of all contributions.

The congressman said his fundraising is on track. He said he is enthusiastic about the number of
smaller donations of $100 or less that he has received and described his grassroots outreach as
"Obama lite." The Hawai'i-born Obama was successful at tapping a lucrative vein of fundraising from
small donors in Hawai'i and across the country.

"The main thing is | made my goal," Abercrombie said by telephone from Washington, D.C.

Bill Kaneko, Abercrombie's campaign manager, said in an e-mail to supporters that Hannemann
raised his money in two weeks with the help of large donors. "The contrast couldn't be more clear," he
wrote. "Neil believes we need to change the status quo in Hawai'i, and that's not always popular
among big money donors. In this campaign, Neil will not be able to raise a half million dollars from a
small group of people in 15 days."

Elisa Yadao, a Hannemann volunteer, described the mayor's report as a "snapshot in time" that
covered two weeks of active fundraising while the congressman's report covered four months.

"We fully expect that what people will see is a network of support that will reflect the diversity of the
people of the state of Hawai'i," she said.

It. governor's race

In the lieutenant governor's race on the Democratic side, Brian Schatz, the chairman of the
Democratic Party of Hawai'i, has raised $155,000, including a $50,000 loan from his father.

State Senate Majority Leader Gary Hooser, D-7th (Kaua'i, Ni'ihau), has collected $62,000.

State Rep. Jon Riki Karamatsu, D-41st (Waipahu, Village Park, Waikele), raised $29,000 this year
and moved money from his House account for about $49,000 in total fundraising.

Donovan Dela Cruz and Rod Tam both Honolulu City Council members, reported no or minimal
fundraising so far this year but had money available from their council accounts.

Schatz said he would not make a decision on a campaign until the end of the year. "While I've set up
a committee that fundraises for a possible candidacy, part of our decision-making process is
determining the support we have for a statewide campaign," he said in a statement.

Hooser announced his campaign for lieutenant governor in February and had hoped to raise
$100,000 in the first 45 days.

"I'm pleased at the number of donors and the amounts that we have raised early," he said. "We're
going to continue working hard and I'm confident we're going to be very competitive."

http://www .honoluluadvertiser.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article? AID=/20090801/NEWS01/908010... 8/1/2009
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Despite the assurances from the White House, many dealers said they were concerned they could be
on the hook for some of the money if the Senate fails to approve the $2 billion.

John McEleney, chairman of the National Automobile Dealers Association, said his organization was
warning dealers there were no guarantees they would be reimbursed for sales they make under the
program this week. McEleney said he has stopped offering cash-for-clunkers deals at his own lowa
dealerships.

The administration has been coy about just how long dealers would be reimbursed for rebates, after
saying Sunday that the program would have to be suspended if the Senate failed to act.

rebates vary

Transportation Secretary Ray LaHood said the average mileage of new vehicles purchased through
the program is 9.6 miles per gallon higher than for the vehicles traded in for scrap. Buyers of new
cars and trucks that get 10 mpg better than their trade-ins get the $4,500 rebate. People whose cars
get between 4 mpg and 10 mpg better fuel efficiency qualify for a $3,500 rebate.

LaHood said some 80 percent of the traded-in vehicles are pickups or SUVs, meaning many gas-
guzzlers are being taken off the road. The Ford Focus is a leading replacement vehicle; General
Motors Co., Chrysler Group LLC and Ford Motor Co. accounted for 47 percent of the new vehicles
purchased.

Ford said its July sales rose 2.4 percent from the same month last year, its first year-over-year
increase since November 2007, while Chrysler Group LLC posted a smaller year-over-year sales
drop compared with recent months, helped by "clunkers" deals. Other automakers showed gains,
giving ammunition to supporters of the car rebate program.

Senate Republicans appeared to be in no hurry.

"We were told this program would last for several months," GOP leader Mitch McConnell of Kentucky
said. "It ran out of money in a week, prompting the House to rush a $2 billion extension before
anybody even had time to figure out what happened to the first billion."

McConnell said, "It's not a bad idea to look for a second opinion. All the more so if they say they're in
a hurry."

LOBBYING EFFORT

Making its case for more funding, the administration collected information on 80,500 vehicle
transactions logged into the government's operating system through Saturday afternoon. Gibbs said
the fuel efficiency improvements would save a typical customer $700 to $1,000 a year in fuel costs.
The new vehicles were getting 25.4 miles per gallon on average, a 61 percent increase over the
models traded in.

The data helped appease lawmakers such as Sens. Susan Collins, R-Maine, Chuck Schumer, D-
N.Y., and Feinstein, who had questioned whether the program's environmental benefits go far
enough.

The lawmakers said administration officials told them that 120,000 new vehicle sales had been
processed through the program and an additional 100,000 to 130,000 were expected to be processed
to reach the $1 billion set aside.

LaHood said on MSNBC, "We're encouraging senators to listen to their car dealers and the people

http://www .honoluluadvertiser.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article? AID=/20090804/NEWS01/908040... 8/4/2009
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they represent. If they do that, it will pass the Senate."

Fierce lobbying for the program came from other quarters: The National Automobile Dealers
Association and the American International Automobile Dealers contacted thousands of dealerships,
telling them to bombard the Senate with phone calls and e-mails.

"This is the one true stimulus that seems to be working out of all the things that have been tried in the
last few months," said Cody Lusk, president of the international group.

http://www .honoluluadvertiser.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article? AID=/20090804/NEWS01/908040... 8/4/2009
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Still, Yette, who found the Freeway Service Patrol job through an ad in the paper after being laid off
from a trucking position, said he doesn't mind stopping just to make sure people are OK.

As part of his duties, he stopped at a car accident site Thursday afternoon, waiting until a police
officer arrived and calling Emergency Medical Services when a woman was worried about neck pain.

"I've helped some drivers, and they'll see me pulled over on the road and honk," Yette said. "I've even
had people come up to me during lunch hour who've never even been helped, and they thank me for
what I'm doing."

Patrol drivers hand out mail-in surveys to everyone they help, but only about 3 percent have
responded. Out of the 34 responses, no one has given a bad review, with 33 rating their service
"excellent" and one rating it "good."

"Moe was extremely helpful and friendly," said one comment. "This could have been a very distressful
situation without Moe's assistance, and | truly appreciate his help as well as the Freeway Service
Patrol."

Heaton said the patrolmen were selected based on their communication and people skills as well as
their driving record and experience. During their 2 1/2-week training, they were taught stress
management in addition to the towing, auto repair, first aid and highway safety training.

"They're just ecstatic to see us when we come up," Yette said. "They're not in their comfort zones."

The most dangerous accident Yette has encountered in his 35 days on the job was a few weeks ago
by the Ka'amilo overpass while it was drizzling. A man spun around in his pickup truck and was facing
traffic just as Yette was driving up.

Yette stopped, put up his hazard board — arrow alert lights that pop up from the roof of the truck —
directed traffic to one side and notified police. Together, they were able to halt traffic for five minutes
and turn the man around.

"The whole thing took about 10 to 12 minutes," Yette said.

Driving for 6 1/2 hours every weekday along the freeway has helped Yette notice traffic and accident
patterns on the road.

"On the downslope, that's where a lot of accidents happen," he said, pointing to the lower end of a
decline on H-1. Yette watches east-bound and west-bound traffic when he's patrolling and radios
other patrol trucks if he sees a car pulled over on the other side. The program's home base tracks all
its drivers through a GPS and records their assists and activities in a daily log compiled via radio and
personal digital devices.

Heaton said people have told him they appreciate the service because they see their tax dollars at
work in front of their eyes.

"It's tangible," he said. "Their taxes pay for everything — lights, roads — but this is someone
personally helping them in a time of crisis."

The two-year cost for the program is about $3.9 million, with $3.51 million coming from the federal
government and the remaining $390,000 from the state.

Yette, who would lose his job if the two-year pilot program (with the option of a three- or four-year
extension) is not expanded into a permanent service, said he hopes it continues for more reasons
than just his own.

http://www .honoluluadvertiser.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article? AID=/20090804/NEWS01/908040... 8/4/2009
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"Some people think it's a waste of money, but if your grandmother, mother or sister was on the side of
the road and | helped them, you'd think twice about calling it a waste," he said.

http://www .honoluluadvertiser.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article? AID=/20090804/NEWS01/908040... 8/4/2009
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from manufacturing through disposal, and refuse to broadly equate "old" with "obsolete." Only then
can they craft policies that will serve both the economy and the environment.

Gwen Oftinger is a program researcher in environmental history and policy at the Chemical Heritage
Foundation's Center for Contemporary History and Policy in Philadelphia. She wrote this commentary
for The Washington Post.

http://www .honoluluadvertiser.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article? AID=/20090805/OPINIONO03/908... 8/5/2009
AR00081080
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Major blank spots

Preliminary drawings of a station for the future Hoopili master-planned community may be released
next week, according to the city. That proposed development still needs approval from the state Land
Use Commission.

There currently is no date for the release of a drawing of a park-and-ride lot and station planned for
the area where the H-1 and H-2 freeways merge.

About 55 or so residents of the area known as the Banana Patch will need to move to make way for
the park-and-ride lot. The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and other groups have urged the
city to alter the train's route to avoid displacing the small Waiawa neighborhood.

For now the city is focusing on designing the other five stations that will sit along the initial six miles of
track that are scheduled to open between 2012 and 2013. That means there are no comparable
designs available for stations for the Downtown area.

Some critics of an elevated train contend that the city is understating the potential visual impacts of
the train stations with its colorful drawings.

"l never trust the renderings," said Honolulu architect Scott Wilson, chair of the AlA's transit task
force. "These renderings are like (public relations) jobs to make people feel good. You can always
draw in lots of colorful flowers and palm trees to hide things."

The AlA, Kamehameha Schools, the Outdoor Circle, the Sierra Club Honolulu and other groups have
expressed varying levels of concern about the visual impact of an entirely elevated train system.

A ground-level train, they say, would not block views. It could also shave millions of dollars off the
cost of the project — and that could allow the city to build a longer train system.

The city eliminated the ground-level transit option long ago on concerns that a ground-level train
would interfere with road traffic, operate at slower speeds and have lower ridership and higher long-
term costs.

Different scenario

Whether the planned 20-mile train from East Kapolei to Ala Moana runs on the ground or on an
elevated guideway could depend on how concerns about elevating the train affect the outcome of an
ongoing environmental impact review. However, switching to a ground-level, or at-grade, system at
this stage would require additional environmental and engineering studies and would likely delay the
city's plan to begin construction in December.

The AlA-Hawai'i's goal is to rally support for an alternative train system that could be built at grade
along Honolulu's waterfront and in other areas. Last week, the group released its own rendering of a
planned Chinatown station, based on drawings in the project's draft environmental impact statement.

The rendering, which is placed over an actual picture of the surrounding area, is meant to show the
true impact of the station on Honolulu's scenery.

"When you're 30 feet in the air that's a great view," the AlA's Wilson said. "What we're trying to show
is that down on the street, where most people are, these things are gigantic.

"It's hideous."

http://www .honoluluadvertiser.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article? AID=/20090805/NEWS01/908050... 8/5/2009
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City transportation director Wayne Yoshioka acknowledged that the stations are big. However, the
AlA's drawing represents a rough estimation of what the stations will look like. Landscaping and
architectural design elements should soften the impact of stations built in urban Honolulu, he said.

"No one can accuse us of sugar-coating what an elevated station could look like, because | think the
(draft environmental impact statement) ... probably represents the worst-case scenario of what an
elevated station could look like," he said.

Actual station designs will be done by whichever contractor the city chooses to build stations. Still,
those designs are expected to be heavily influenced by the renderings now being produced by the
city, Yoshioka said.

"l think there would be a high probability it would be like that," he said.

Additional Facts

station workshops

The city will hold a train station design workshop today from 6:30 to 9 p.m in the Kapolei High School
cafeteria, at 91-5007 Kapolei Parkway.

Another workshop is scheduled for Aug. 18, from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. in the student lounge at Leeward
Community College.

http://www .honoluluadvertiser.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article? AID=/20090805/NEWS01/908050... 8/5/2009
AR00081083












Star Bulletin

Rail will benefit all Oahu residents

I am a 21-year-old college senior who resides in town and rarely visits the west side of Oahu. 1
understand that the probability that I will use the future Honolulu rail transit system daily is low,
but I still support the rail effort.

Even though I may not ride the train often, I will benefit from the system because I will use it
whenever I travel out to West Oahu, and there will be fewer cars on the roads in town as well.
My support for rail is less about me as an individual, however, and more importantly about the
positive impacts on the quality of life that rail will bring for Oahu's future.

Honolulu rail transit will better the lives of Oahu's future residents, especially those living on the
west side. In addition to the environmental and economic benefits, the rail system also offers a
reliable, cheap, convenient, long-term form of transportation at a time when Hawaii is faced with
a very uncertain future. The rail will give people another great transportation option that will
allow them to spend less time on the roads and more time enjoying life spent with family and
friends.

I urge my fellow Honolulu residents to understand that just because many will not directly
benefit from this project doesn't necessarily mean we don't need it or should not support it. The
fact 1s that many others will benefit from it. At a time when our society is extremely egocentric
and focused on the individual self, perhaps Oahu's citizens can be different and support what's
right for others. They should support rail because it's good for the overall future of Oahu and its
people as a whole.

Kawika Shoji
Manoa

AR00081087



Star Bulletin

Rail transit system deserves support
We must support the Honolulu city and county's rail transit initiative.

As a native Hawaiian and Waianae resident, I can tell you we have been waiting for a viable
transportation option to help us save money and time. I am a business owner with offices located
near the airport and I can tell you that I will be the first in line to use rail in place of driving to
and from Waianae.

Rail will create jobs and an affordable and reliable means of transportation to and from the west
side. Our native Hawaiian community must support rail. It's good for all of us.

Aimoku McClellan
Waianae
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Bainum's death left the council without a chairman of the council's Public Infrastructure Committee.
Kobayashi said she would be interested in heading the committee.

"l hadn't really thought about it, but I'd like to look at public works because the infrastructure in our
district is aging," she said, noting that she is also interested in public safety issues.

Kobayashi regains the seat she first won in January 2002, also during a special election when
then-Councilman Andy Mirikitani was convicted of felony public corruption. That election also featured
14 candidates.

Kobayashi chose to forgo a re-election bid last year and instead ran for mayor against incumbent Mufi
Hannemann.

The long-running rivalry between Kobayashi and Hannemann, fueled largely over her opposition to the
administration's $5.6 billion transit project, likely will be renewed with Kobayashi back on the
nine-member council.

Last night, Kobayashi said she's not so much a critic of the mayor as "I'm an advocate for
transparency and how the money is being spent.”

One notable distinction between Kobayashi and her major competitors is that Kobayashi has said that
while she supports mass transit, she has strong concerns about Hannemann's plan. Matsunaga and
Kinney have been mainly supportive of Hannemann's plan.

Last night, Kobayashi said she accepts that voters chose to support a steel-on-steel rail project. But
she pointed out that such technology could still allow for a light rail project that may be less bulky and
expensive.

second election

This was the second special election for a city council seat this year. In the spring, Ikaika Anderson
won over a field of 10 other candidates to determine who would replace District 3 Councilwoman
Barbara Marshall, who died in February. In that race, the relatively unknown Anderson, a Marshall
aide, easily beat out a field that included former council members John Henry Felix and Steve Holmes.

Kinney, Kobayashi and Matsunaga raised the most money and received the bulk of endorsements in
the race.

Preliminary spending reports through July 23 showed Kinney reported having received $109,910 and
spending $99,969. A lawyer for the International Union of Painters and Allied Trades, his report
showed $30,000 of his money came via a loan from his father, Painters Union chief Lynn Kinney.

Kobayashi was second in fundraising and spending. She reported receiving $96,616, including $7,400
in contributions from herself, and spending $82,406.

Matsunaga reported receiving $60,790 and spending $54,396. His receipts included $38,400 in loans
from himself.

Kobayashi's endorsements included the State of Hawaii Organization of Police Officers, ILWU Local
142, Local 5, the Hawai'i Women's Political Caucus and the Sierra Club Hawali'i Chapter.

Kinney's endorsements included the Hawaii Government Employees Association, the Hawaii State
AFL-CIO, the Hawaii Carpenters Union, the Operating Engineers of Hawai'i, the Hawaii Fire Fighters
Association and the Hawaii Building and Construction Trades Council.

Matsunaga's endorsements included the Hawaii Laborers International Union and The Advertiser.

City Clerk Bernice Mau said the election cost about $150,000.

http://www .honoluluadvertiser.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article? AID=/200908. ..

8/10/2009 6:58 AM
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Road conditions a threat to cars

Better than gravel.

That's how I look at the positive side of the shape our roads are in.

My thoughts on our roads came as I was driving on Wilikina Drive at Schofield base. I was in
the left lane of the road that turned into the freeway entrance. I thought the front end of my
vehicle was going to fall off -- I slowed down and drove only up to 50 mph for fear my car

would vibrate again.

When I told an acquain-tance what happened, she said, "It's the roads," adding that she knew
exactly the location I was referring to.

Driving back home, I paid particular attention to the condition of the roads.
But how long before my rusty car disintegrates from the jarring, rocky roads of the North Shore?
As broken as our roads are, they're better than driving over gravel.

Suzanne Westerly
Haleiwa

ARO00081096
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Additional Facts

Get involved

Next Land Use Commission hearings on Ho'opili:

When: Tomorrow, 9:30 a.m. and Friday, 9 a.m.

Where: 235 S. Beretania St. conference room 405

What's at stake: A no vote by the commission could kill the project.

http://www .honoluluadvertiser.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article? AID=/200908 12/NEWS01/90812... 8/12/2009
AR00081099
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"There are several major regional roadway, highway and freeway improvements that are under
construction now and will be completed prior to the first mom-and-pop store opening for business or the
first new family taking the keys to their new home," he said.

Horton-Schuler bought the property, formerly Oahu Sugar Co. farmland, from Campbell Estate in 2006
and has been working with community leaders to chart the project. Maeda Timson, chairwoman of the
Makakilo-Kapolei-Honokai Hale Neighborhood Board, served on that task force.

The neighborhood board, of which Dudley is a member, has not formally considered the project and has
no position on it yet. But speaking personally, Timson said it ties in well with other plans for the area,
including the expansion of the University of Hawaii-West Oahu, the rail line, the Kroc Community
Center in Kapolei and a large shopping and office complex.

"It isn't a project that's sitting by itself -- they are all linked together," Timson said. "They all
complement and support one another. ... You see a lot of the agriculture on the North Shore. That's
where it belongs. Kapolei, west side, was designated to be a city."

But there is broad concern about the project's impacts. While construction unions usually support
housing projects, the Hawaii Building and Construction Trades Council asked the commission to hold
oft on Ho'opili.

"Our Council is comprised of 16 construction unions and a membership of 56,000 statewide, many of
whom reside in the Makakilo Kapolei area," William "Buzz" Hong, executive director of the Trades
Council, said in written testimony. "Our members are requesting that (the proposal) be deferred until
community concerns are rectified."

Economist Paul Brewbaker, principal of TZ Economics Consulting, will be a witness for the opposition.
He said the state Constitution calls for protection of prime agricultural land, and that mission becomes
more important in an environment of fluctuating oil prices and possible technological breakthroughs in
biofuel.

"It's the best ag land on the island," he said. "The problem is that if you pave it over, you irreversibly
extinguish the option."

"We are at a fork in the road with respect to patterns of urbanization, energy alternatives and agricultural
futures," he said. "It is difficult to predict the outcome. I can guarantee you if you pave over the best
place to grow anything, you won't have an ag option. It doesn't cost us anything today to leave it as it is."
PROPOSED HO'OPILI DEVELOPMENT

» 1,500 acres

» 12,000 homes

» Five schools

» Rail transit station

» Hundreds of acres of mixed-use and commercial property

http://www printthis.clickability.com/pt/cpt?action=cpt&title=Developer+plans+12%2C00... 8/12/2009
ARO00081101
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The Capitol building was open yesterday, but workers had difficulty getting there.

Meanwhile, the 16-story State Office Tower that was closed is home to a number of departments,
including the Department of Human Resources Development. About 300 state workers who have
offices in the building couldn't get to work, so many of them ended up going home.

Some worked from other offices or were able to do their work from home computers.

work interrupted

All of the employees will be paid for the day and for any portion of today they miss. Officials said they
did not know how much the tower closure cost the state.

Marie Laderta, human resources development director, said about 60 percent of her employees can
work from home.

The department has about 150 employees. "We continued to work," she said.

The tower also is home to the state Land Use Commission, which was scheduled to meet yesterday
on the Ho'opili development for West O'ahu. The meeting, which probably would have been well-
attended, was canceled. A meeting on the project set for today also was canceled.

Makakilo resident Nada Mangialetti was trying to get to the meeting yesterday. Frustrated by traffic,
she parked a few minutes away and walked. When she got just past the Capitol, she was blocked by
police tape and several state deputy sheriffs.

"It's like a ghost town," she said of a traffic-free Beretania Street. "Everything is closed down."
Beretania was closed until about 2 p.m. yesterday, when crews opened three lanes.

All lanes were open in time for the afternoon commute.

Alakea Street, which had been closed from Beretania to Hotel streets, was reopened earlier.

The explosion at the State Office Tower was still under investigation, but firefighters said the gas was
from elsewhere and had likely leaked in through conduits, creating a gas buildup in the room. There
are no gas lines in the tower, though some nearby buildings have gas lines.

The explosion was on the mezzanine level of the tower. The fire department spent hours yesterday
checking the building for other gas pockets and found none. Two nearby buildings were also checked
as a precaution. Fire crews left the scene about 2:30 p.m.

Potential danger

Gas Co. spokeswoman Stephanie Ackerman said the leak was "Grade 1," meaning it posed a
potential danger to people. There are about 170 such leaks each year that the Gas Co. responds to
at buildings and homes, and most are caused by people accidentally damaging a line. It's unknown
what caused the leak on Beretania, she said.

The leak prompted Hawaiian Electric Co. to cut off power to about 50 customers to reduce the
potential for spark ignition. Buildings whose electricity was cut off included Washington Place, the
Hawai'i State Art Museum and Pinnacle Honolulu, a 35-unit condominium. All of them had power
again by 1 p.m. Part of Central Middle School also was without power briefly.

http://www .honoluluadvertiser.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article? AID=/200908 14/NEWS01/90814... 8/14/2009
AR00081110
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Yesterday morning, Pinnacle Honolulu site manager Diane Romero fielded calls from residents, also
trying to make sure the building's equipment didn't short-circuit once the power came back on. She
said the condominium was without water, and some residents were running out of patience. "A lot of
them are booking hotels," she said.

Additional Facts

State building still closed

The Leiopapa o Kamehameha Building, aka the State Office Tower, will remain closed this morning
so crews can check for other potential gas problems and restore electricity to the building.

Workers who have offices there should be prepared to return to work in the afternoon.

The closure means the cancellation of a state Land Use Commission meeting at the tower on the
Hocopili development project.

The parking lot in the tower will be open tomorrow morning.

http://www .honoluluadvertiser.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article? AID=/200908 14/NEWS01/90814... 8/14/2009
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12:30 p.m. after Gas Co. crews placed a temporary patch to fix the break in the pipe. They will
return today to complete the job.

Power remained out in the State Officer Tower at 4:15 p.m. yesterday, and Lingle said crews will
inspect it this morning and make sure it is properly ventilated before deciding whether workers
can return this afternoon.

State workers at the Capital Center on Alakea Street also were told not to report to work
yesterday because of the power outage, but those offices will reopen today.

Unaffected by the outage were the state Capitol, St. Andrew's Priory, District Court, Hemmeter
Building, and Central Intermediate School.

Beretania between Punchbowl and Alakea streets was closed until 3:30 p.m. Part of Alakea
Street between Hotel and Beretania streets was closed until 1:30 p.m.

The closures created a nightmare for downtown commuters as traftfic was rerouted for safety
reasons and to accommodate gas and fire crews.

Even a partial closure of Beretania Street proved a major headache for TheBus because it is the
major bus route through town, said Roger Morton, the company's executive director. "We had to
use Queen Street as an alternative for all our urban buses," Morton said.

He said his staff "worked very hard being creative to maintain the schedule," at times re-routing
buses to keep them moving. "It was a very hard day and a hard morning for us."

Stephanie Ackerman, spokeswoman for The Gas Co., said the underground leak in the synthetic
natural gas pipe was in front of the State Office Tower. More than 15 Gas Co. workers were sent

to the scene to assess the situation and repair the line.

Ackerman said the only commercial customer affected was the YWCA on Richards Street. The
Gas Co. supplies synthetic natural gas to 40,000 Oahu customers.
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There is no immediate new funding for projects in the plan, given the tight fiscal picture.

But officials are hopeful some of the work can be funded through roadway capital improvement work
or will be put on a fast-track for money.

The bike plan updates a 1999 document, which Yoshioka said was "a great plan in terms of vision"
but "lacked practicality."

The 1999 plan only looked at bike paths from Kahala to Pearl City, and recommended the installation
of some 92 miles of new routes estimated to cost $77.5 million. The city did not have a complete
accounting of how many of those routes were built, but officials said it was only a fraction given that
spending on bikeway improvements has remained mostly steady at $1 million a year over the past
several years.

Today, there are 66 miles of existing city-owned bikeways on O'ahu, and 53 more miles of bikeways
on state highways or private property.

One of the major goals of the new plan is to add 181 miles of city bikeways by 2030. Within the next
decade, the city hopes to have completed about 40 miles of that network. An additional 112 miles are
planned in so-called "priority 3" projects, which are scheduled beyond 2030.

The projected cost of all the improvements is about $100 million, but not all of that will be city-funded.

Developers could be required to add bikeways, Yoshioka said, and some projects could be done in
partnership with the state.

Some of the "priority 1" projects in the plan include adding bike paths at Central O'ahu Regional Park
and Lanikuhana Avenue in Mililani.

Bike lanes are planned for thoroughfares in Kailua, 'Ewa and Downtown.
Bike paths generally take bikers away from traffic, while bike lanes are on the street.

Pattie Dunn, who started commuting to work at the University of Hawai'i-Manoa from Kahala every
day by bike a year ago, said the new plan is worth getting excited about. "l know a lot of people are
discouraged and look at this plan as, "Well, here's another one that's probably not going to be carried
through.' But I'm hopeful," Dunn said.

Part of that optimism comes from being involved in the community meetings — held over the course
of a year — to put the plan together.

"A lot of people were involved in this and the city did ask for a lot of input," Dunn said.

Yoshioka said in the short term, more funding for the planned bikeway improvements probably won't
be possible.

But he's hopeful that spending will increase in the future, especially as bikeway improvements are
wrapped into street rehabilitation projects.

Yoshioka added that incorporating bikeway upgrades into other improvement projects is a dramatic
shift — and one that makes more fiscal sense.

"The tremendous emphasis right now is the 'complete streets' movement," he said. State lawmakers,
for example, recently passed a law requiring the Department of Transportation to keep bikers and
pedestrians in mind when they make road improvements. The city also updated its charter in 2006 to
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include bikes as a priority in roadway planning.
"The way | look at it, it's an evolution in how we're planning," Yoshioka said.

Advocates agree, but they're also tempering their optimism about the plan, saying the city has a long
history of overlooking bikers.

They say the major shortcoming of previous plans, including the 1999 plan and a 2006 state
document, has been a lack of funding.

"Plans are exactly that — plans. Implementation is obviously where the rubber meets the road," said
Fanslau, of Hawaii Pedal Power.

He added that government officials have made significant strides in incorporating bikes into their
streets planning. He attributes that in part to more people getting on bikes to ride to work. When gas
prices soared last summer, bike shops reported 25 percent increases in sales, and Fanslau said that
many of those who turned to bikes for their commutes are sticking with them. The 2000 Census
estimated about 1.2 percent of commuters in urban Honolulu and 0.9 percent of commuters
islandwide traveled to work by bike. The national average is 0.4 percent.

Fanslau added that rail transit provides a perfect opportunity for integrating bikes into the
transportation network.

moving forward

The city has pledged that the rail project will be bike-friendly, and Fanslau said that's key to making
the project work.

Hawai'i ranks behind about half of the country on bicycle-friendliness, according to the League of
American Bicyclists.

In May, the nonprofit ranked Hawai'i 22nd out of the 50 states. That was a drop from the previous
year, when Hawai'i ranked 14th.

Advocates weren't sure whether the drop was a signal that Hawai'i was getting worse, or that other
states were improving faster.

But League spokeswoman Meghan Cahill said the new city plan is a key step forward for O'ahu.

"That's a stepping stone," she said, adding, "22 out of 50, it's not the worst ... but there's definitely
room for improvement.”

The ranking took the state's infrastructure for bikes into consideration, along with biking laws,
education and enforcement.

Frank Smith, the owner of Island Triathlon and Bike and a licensed road safety bike instructor, said he
thinks O'ahu streets are "actually not that bad" for bikers.

But he said what can get people into trouble is a lack of education. Not all cyclists or drivers know the
rules of the road, and some cyclists get onto streets without the proper equipment and focus. He said
it's imperative that a biker riding with traffic be wearing something that can be seen easily. He also
said it's important as a biker to pay close attention at all times to traffic and anticipate what cars will
do.
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Smith said he hadn't seen the new city plan, but he wasn't convinced it will change things by much.

"This stuff goes around again and again and ... it always seems like kind of an excuse to not really do
anything," he said.

But he did agree that relatively cheap fixes can mean big improvements for bicyclists.
A well-paved street, he said, can make for a smoother drive for cars and a safer ride for bikes.

"Fully half of all cycling crashes involve you and the road," he said, because of potholes, ruts or
debris in the street.

That's one of the reasons Smith isn't a fan of designated bike lanes.

He said the lanes collect debris because cars — which he calls "street sweepers" - steer clear of
them.
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services. "The city will not use the bus funding if it would in any way compromise the quality of the city's
bus service," he said.

The city has also rejected extending the general excise tax surcharge beyond 2022 to fill the shortfall,
Hamayasu said.

"Mayor (Mufi) Hannemann strongly rejected the concept and it will not be examined further," he said.

alternatives

According to the May 1 financial plan, the city hoped to make up some of the anticipated transit tax
shortfall by seeking $119 million more from the federal government.

The city also raised the possibility of new taxes, fees for development rights and the possible use of
military and airport funds to pay for the train. The city also has raised the prospect of keeping some of the
10 percent transit tax administration fee that's being retained by the state.

Whether the city can get federal and state officials and private sector leaders to kick in more money to
help pay for Honolulu's train remains to be seen. The May 1 report anticipates the city getting a total of as
much as $1.7 billion from the federal government, $150 million from the airport and $60 million in private
investment.

However, Honolulu International Airport and state legislative leaders have said they're not likely to give
the city more money to build the train.

State Sen. J. Kalani English, D-6th (E. Maui, Moloka'i, Lana'i), said the state is unlikely to reduce the 10
percent it takes off the top to administer the transit tax.

The May 1 report suggested having the state reduce its take from 10 percent to 5 percent.

"We are close to a billion (dollars) short," of balancing the state budget, said English, chairman of the
Senate Transportation and International Affairs Committee. "It's almost impossible to extend (the transit
surcharge), but it's more possible to get an extension than to give 5 percent back (to the city)."

The Honolulu Airport is also unlikely to chip in money for the rail project, said Brennon Morioka, state
Department of Transportation director.

The airport does not have money to pay for the train, he said.

"Our position hasn't changed since the last time this came up," he said. "We do have our own airport
modernization program that is based on a very aggressive financial plan, so right now all of the monies
that we have available are slated for use."

The city will face challenges making up lost tax revenue, said local economist Paul Brewbaker of TZ
Economics. However, that challenge could lead to a more taxpayer-friendly approach to financing the
project "if the outcome is that a more active search for revenues sources that are directly transit related
such as transit-oriented development, or for example, congestion fees on motorists coming in from
outlying areas."

"There are a number of different ideas out there," Brewbaker said. "I mean, there was only one idea (for
raising money) in the original plan."

The potential for a tax revenue shortfall could lead to renewed calls to build portions of the train at ground
level to save money and reduce aesthetic impacts. It also could spur debate over whether construction of
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Finally, a few individuals mistakenly believe that Ho'opili represents the end of farming in the area. It's
simply not true. In fact, farming will continue at Ho'opili for many years. The lands were leased on an
interim basis for diversified agriculture. The farmers in the area have always known that the land
would eventually be transitioned into a new, integrated community. The development of the lands at
East Kapolei allows for the protection of the remaining 128,000 acres of agricultural lands on O'ahu,
of which approximately 40,000 acres is considered A, B or Prime.

As a kama'aina company with deep roots in Hawai'i, we welcome the community's input on our draft
plans. We will continue to work closely with the community.

We hope we can count on your support for this new community that represents the kind of smart-
growth, people- and environment-friendly development that will ensure a brighter future for O'ahu.
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The transportation director Thursday said the mayor does not back extending the rail surcharge beyond 2022.
They're also hopeful that bids due next week will reflect lower than expected costs.
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KITV asked Mayor Mufi Hannemann about the report on Thursday morning. He would not do an
interview, but he did give his opinion about the project's future while passing by during reporter
Denby Fawcett's interview with Gov. Linda Lingle.

"Do you think this is kind of a signal maybe we shouldn’t do transit?" Fawcett asked.

"We should,” Hannemann said while passing behind Lingle.

"Well, that's a decision that the city will have to make of course," she said.

Gov. Linda Lingle said that the state does not have the funding to help out with the deficit.

"I think it would be unlikely that the state would be in a financial position to give the city help at
this time because, as you know, the city employees are not being subject to the same impact as our
state employees are," Lingle said.

Copyright 2009 by KITV.com All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast,
rewritten or redistributed.
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That testimony was truthful and accurate. The May 1 draft plan included several scenarios for filling
the projected GET surcharge revenue shortfall. Thus, there was no funding shortfall. Yoshioka did not
suggest that there was no GET surcharge revenue projection shortfall. Furthermore, the May 1 draft
plan was just that — a draft. An updated plan will be included in the Final Environmental Impact
Statement that should be released in about one month.

The article falsely states that "Yoshioka said again in a July 27 memo to City Council member
Charles Djou that there was no updated financial plan."

That is simply not true. The July 27 memo made no such statement whatsoever. The memo
accurately stated that "the project's financial plan can be found in the project's Draft Environmental
Impact Statement," and that "An updated financial plan will be included in our Final EIS and that will
also be available to the public."

The article states that "The May 1 financial report is the first indication that has surfaced
acknowledging the city may not meet its goal.”

That is quite a stretch. The Advertiser has repeatedly reported that GET surcharge revenue has been
less than was earlier anticipated. In fact, The Advertiser reported as much just four days before
(Thursday's) article appeared. On Sunday (Aug. 16), The Advertiser reported that "Honolulu transit
tax collections fell about 5 percent to an estimated $160.9 million in the 12 months ended June 30 as
the local economy weakened. That was $27.1 million below what the city had projected it would
collect over the period."

(Thursday's) article states that, "To make up for the shortfall, the May 1 financial plan anticipated
$301 million of federal funds that otherwise would go to pay for buses and bus-related activities from
2011 to 2019. That idea has been rejected by the city, said (Deputy Transportation Director Toru)
Hamayasu."

Hamayasu did not say that the idea had been categorically rejected. He said that, "The city will not
use the bus funding if it would in any way compromise the quality of the city's bus service." There are
various opportunities available to fill any funding gaps for rail or bus service, and all options are being
prudently explored.
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financial plan and the effect that the slower economy will have on our excise tax forecasts," the first
sentence read.

In that e-mail, the city mentioned extending the half a percentage point general excise tax surcharge
beyond its original 2022 expiration date, but officials have indicated that avenue had been rejected.

In response to another option in the e-mail to divert more than $300 million in federal funds intended for
TheBus, the city said in a press release:

"The city will not use the bus funding if it would in any way compromise the quality of the city's bus
service," attributing the quote to Toru Hamayasu, city Department of Transportation Services deputy
director. The city also said in the release, "There are various opportunities available to fill any funding
gaps for rail or bus service, and all options are being prudently explored.”

The July e-mail indicates city officials were also considering other ideas, including: raising $60 million in
private investments to build three of the rail stations, getting $150 million from the airport, boosting the
federal contribution to the project to as much as $1.7 billion, and lowering the amount of transit tax
retained by the state.

After a Honolulu Advertiser story Thursday about the city's May projection and possible options, Gov.
Linda Lingle and state Senate President Colleen Hanabusa, D-21st (Nanakuli, Makaha) indicated they
were unlikely to agree to reduce the state's 10 percent share of transit tax proceeds. The state is
grappling with its own deficit, which the administration has estimated at $786 million through June 2011.

"Good luck," Hanabusa said during the Rick Hamada show on KHVH 830-AM when asked whether the
state would give the city more money for the train. "l can't imagine that they're serious about asking the
state for money. Are you kidding?"

landowners' view

Last week Brennon Morioka, state Department of Transportation director, ruled out providing airport
funds to finance the train.

It's also unclear whether private landowners and developers would be willing to kick in money.

"On the surface of it, the answer would be not very likely at this point in time," said Bill Paty, a trustee with
the Mark A. Robinson Trust, which owns a controlling interest in the land under Don Quijote's \Waipahu
store and other Waipahu parcels adjacent to a planned station.

"Looking to the landowners to substantially make up the deficit on that would be a tall stretch. It would
have to be balanced out in some fashion or other, but | don't think in terms of our trust here that we would
look favorably on it."

The University of Hawai'i-West O'ahu, which also will be near a station, has problems raising money
building its new campus. D.R. Horton Inc., another major landowner that could benefit from rail, isn't
expected to find out if it can reclassify its 1,600-acre Ho'opili master plan community from agricultural to
urban use until late this year or next year.

Kamehameha Schools, the state's largest private landowner, said the city should explore a cheaper,
partially at-grade rail system.

"We have shared information with the city that indicates there may be substantial construction savings
with a flexible light-rail system that combines elevated with at-grade sections," said Kamehameha
spokeswoman Ann Botticelli in a statement. "Before asking for large contributions from the private sector,
we encourage the city to explore alternatives to the purely elevated system it has selected to make sure it
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agricultural use, but the policies of the General Plan and the 'Ewa DP have already provided for that
need.

The importance of adhering to these plans is that it promotes transparency and predictability in
approaching future developments. That predictability is important to those who live and work in local
communities, to long term government investments, and to investors and developers. With
predictability, investment in public and community facilities, such as schools, churches, and
community centers starts to emerge.

The debate over individual projects should respect the integrity of long-term planning. The city's
Development Plans and Sustainable Community Plans have already balanced the preservation of
agriculture, conservation and open space lands with the need for residential, commercial and
industrial lands for the long-term benefit of our residents and from an islandwide perspective.
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The North Shore highlands are relatively empty, but that land is irrigated by water from Lake Wilson.
Filled with silt saturated with sewage from Wahiawa and Schofield Barracks for decades, state
regulations prohibit using Lake Wilson's water on edible crops that touch the ground. That includes
almost all crops grown on 'Ewa farms.

All of the other arable land on O'ahu is already being farmed. There are open lands on other islands,
but transportation adds so much to the cost that farmers can't compete.

With nowhere to go, the 'Ewa farms will simply close. Once the land is covered, it can never be
reclaimed.

We only grow 15 percent of our fresh produce — that's irresponsible enough in itself.
Can we really afford to lose our highest producing farmland? Is it fair to future generations?

A final note: The high clay content in prime soil expands and contracts, causing foundations to crack,
so it needs to be excavated, and has often been taken to the dump.

So let's get this straight: They are going to close down our highest producing farms, excavate the
best soil in the world and take it to the dump, fill the holes with coral, and build houses, many of which
will be bought by people who don't live here, so that developer D.R. Horton, a Delaware company,
can take the profit elsewhere.

Well, we can't eat houses.

Additional Facts

TO LEARN MORE

e For more information regarding opposition to the project, go to www.stophoopili.com.

e To read a counter-point commentary by Mike Jones, president of D.R. Horton-Schuler Division
Hawai'i go to www.HonoluluAdvertiser.com/mikejonescolumn.

e Share your views with the Land Use Commission at luc@dbedt.hawaii.gov
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jobs.

Passions have run high for supporters and opponents since conceptual plans for Ho'opili were
publicly disclosed three years ago.

LUC hearings on the project began early this year to consider the case. Before yesterday, about 130
people or organizations had submitted comments to the commission, reflecting a fairly close division
of support and opposition.

Yesterday, about 35 people testified before commissioners, largely opposing the project mostly
because it would pave over arguably the best farmland on O'ahu and add to already bad traffic.

Among those opposing or raising concerns about Ho'opili yesterday were four state legislators: Sen.
Clayton Hee, Rep. Rida Cabanilla, Rep. Jon Riki Karamatsu and Rep. Maile Shimabukuro.

Hee, D-23rd (Kane'ohe, Kahuku) and chairman of the Senate Committee on Water, Land, Agriculture
and Hawaiian Affairs, said the petition before the commission is probably the most important one
since developers unsuccessfully sought to urbanize land in Waiahole and Waikane valleys.

Shimabukuro, D-45th (Wai'anae, Makaha, Makua), said she was surprised when running for office to
find out the chief concern for area residents was traffic. "It really is a daily nightmare for people who
live on the West side trying to go to and from work," she said.

The state Department of Transportation amended its testimony on Tuesday to say that it has been
unable to resolve concerns with Schuler over H-1 Freeway traffic impacts expected from Ho'opili.

The agency proposed an agreement with Schuler prohibiting occupancy of any building until
surrounding roads including H-1 operate at an acceptable level defined as at least a "D" rating on a
scale of A to F with F being gridlock, but concluded that even with the most optimistic rail projections,
the best freeway rating with Ho'opili would be E.

"There is currently no reasonable proposal (from Schuler) that will resolve this significant regional
concern," wrote DOT Director Brennon Morioka.

main concerns

Traffic is one of the two most frequent concerns raised regarding Ho'opili. The loss of agriculture has
been the other.

Four farms operating on what amounts to 14 percent of all available farmland on O'ahu would be
displaced by Ho'opili. The largest is Aloun Farms, which cultivates about 1,100 acres of Schuler land
under a lease that expires in 2013 but can be ended earlier.

The state Department of Agriculture on Tuesday submitted written testimony stating that it can't
support the Ho'opili plan.

The agency suggested that if Ho'opili is approved, it should be with a requirement for Schuler to
obtain an easement committing 1,407 acres of equivalent prime farmland elsewhere on O'ahu for
farm use in perpetuity.

Others aren't willing to compromise. Nada Mangialetti told commissioners yesterday, " I'm not against
development, but | don't think sacrificing ag land is the way to do it."

"There's plenty of other land to build homes on," added Robin Doak of Makakilo.
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Cabanilla, D-42nd ('Ewa, Waipahu, Honouliuli) and chairwoman of the House Housing Committee,
said urban development should be focused on areas such as Kaka'ako, McCully and Mo'ili'ili where
small buildings can be redeveloped with high density.

Jeff Pederson of Makakilo told commissioners he used to walk through lemon groves on the way to
school where he grew up in Upland, Calif., before the area and surrounding farm communities were
converted to housing.

"l saw this all happen before (and) I left," he said. "It's horrible. It's a shame."

Schuler's position is that the 'Ewa site has long been designated by the county as part of a secondary
urban center for O'ahu to accommodate population growth and protect farmland elsewhere on the
island from development.

The developer also has said Ho'opili represents a unique opportunity to design a community around
the city's planned rail system, and that its homes will be targeted to entry-level buyers. If realized,
Ho'opili would create an estimated 7,000 to 8,000 permanent jobs.

Ho'opili supporters include neighboring landowners such as the Department of Hawaiian Home Lands
and the University of Hawai'i, which are developing homes and a new campus. The Hawaii Farm
Bureau Federation also agreed that the county's 'Ewa Development Plan designating the Ho'opili site
for urban growth should be respected.

Other advocates for the project include leaders of three area neighborhood boards closest to the
project site and a handful of other nearby residents who Schuler enlisted years ago to help plan
Ho'opili.

‘a greater good'

One of the project's most loyal backers is Maeda Timson, who has lived in Makakilo for 38 years and
been closely involved with the evolution of O'ahu's second-city concept of which she regards Ho'opili
a beneficial extension.

"This proposed Ho'opili project is an integral part of the 'Ewa Development Plan," she said.

Coby Lynn, a 20-year 'Ewa Beach resident, said ensuring adequate supply of homes affordable to
future generations is more important than preserving farms.

Vernon Ta'a, a local plumbers union employee living in 'Aiea, told commissioners he wants his 13
grandchildren to have opportunities to be homeowners in Hawai'i.

"If there's a choice between a tomato plant and my grandchildren, | choose my grandchildren," he
said.

Honolulu resident Lydi Morgan, however, said the bigger issue has to do with quality of life in Hawali'i
where people aren't stuck in traffic for an hour to get to work and forced to eat imported food.

"It's not about people vs. the tomato plant," she said. "It's about a greater good."

If Schuler successfully revives its petition, these issues could still be decided by the commission. If
later approved, the project would still have to obtain a City Council zoning change.

Up until yesterday, the developer had sought to urbanize all 1,554 acres of the Ho'opili site despite
prior requests from the commission and the Office of Planning to seek urbanization in increments.
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Under state law, the LUC is supposed to consider petitions to urbanize land on which development
should be substantially complete within 10 years. Schuler's project has a 20-year timetable, but the
developer said various state road improvement projects, the city's rail plan and other issues made it
infeasible to divide the project into phases.

After one LUC member in June suggested that the petition was deficient, Schuler sought to include a
two-phase plan for consideration while maintaining its request to urbanize the whole property at one
time.

Bryan Yee, an attorney for the Office of Planning, said Schuler rejected repeated requests before the
start of hearings earlier this year and up until the June hearing to provide phasing information, and
shouldn't be allowed to add the information now after so much testimony has been based on
urbanizing the site without phases.

"It's inexplicable whey they withheld this information from us, but they did," he told commissioners.
"We need to send a message to this and other developers that this way of doing business is
absolutely unacceptable.”
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Unlike that plan, the new one contains bikeways that can be built quickly and around the island.

"The focus this time around is very strongly on connectivity," Yoshioka said. "What we're trying to
avoid is isolated pockets of great bicycle facilities with no way to get from one to the other."

The method, Yoshioka said, is to build less-than-ideal facilities that can be used sooner rather than
waiting for "the perfect situation." Less-ideal facilities could mean shared traffic lanes instead of

separate bike lanes.

The transit project won't garner federal money for bikeways, but officials hope the plan will ensure that
transit stations are bike-friendly.

The draft bike plan proposes transit stations with parking for bikes, and special facilities to help cyclists
walk their bikes up stairs so they can take them on the train.

Yoshioka said the plan preserves areas around the train stations for bikeways to major bike routes
through the city.

"It's not so much about building super bikeways," Yoshioka said. "Transit-oriented development creates
a development pattern that fosters" lighter road traffic and encourages the use of bicycles without fear of

being hit by cars or other motorized vehicles, he said.

Justin Fanslau, spokesman for Hawaii Pedal Power, a coalition of bicyclists, complimented the plan's
attempt to make rail stations accessible for bicyclists.

"We want to make sure we create these bicycle transit centers to enhance the rail project," he said.
Some, however, criticized the city for not accomplishing the 1999 plan's objectives.

Robin Brandt, a member of the University of Hawaii bicycling committee, blasted the city for lacking
oversight and follow through with the old plan.

"We're just going nowhere," she said. "I don't feel any safer on the road."

The old plan proposed bicycle counts to measure usage and had benchmarks for projects, several of
which the city failed to meet. The new plan has similar goals.

Yoshioka defended the city, arguing that bike counts require people and money; he called the old plan
"ambitious."

"The 1999 plan was a good plan," he said. "It was what you would build if you had no constraints."
Even if objectives aren't met, the city needs a plan, he said.
"It's important that you have something like a bike plan to prioritize your spending," he said.

Funding for city bike projects is about $1 million annually -- almost half from bicycle registrations and
the rest from federal highway and city funds.

Using the bike plan, he said, the city could quickly add bike facilities at no additional cost when
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