December 2008

Month
Hotline Calls* 29
Comment Sense Submissions/Inquiries** 159
FOIA requests 0
Speakers Burecau 15
Presentation/Events 6
Neighborhood Boards 3
TAC 1
Public Hearings 5

*Calls directly to the hotline 808.566.2299

** Individual submissions/inquiries. Does not include individual transcript comments from Public

Hearings
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it be prudent to relocate these schools?

» Does rail fit our Hawaiian sense of place? How was the impact to tourism and local quality of
life by a large elevated structure through town been assessed?

» Does the DEIS address the affected vistas and scenery? Are the aesthetics of the structure and
each station explained and presented adequately?

» What will happen in the event of a hurricane? Will the train operate? Light rail in Houston was
shut down for 10 days due to Hurricane Ike.

» BART in the Bay Area uses rail cars made of aluminum to combat corrosion. Is the city's
position that corrosion is not an issue?

» It appears that general excise tax surcharge proceeds for rail will be much lower than expected
for at least four years in a row. How is this deficit going to be made up?

» If ridership turns out to be much lower than forecast, then what? If the city is forced to provide
free train rides like in Puerto Rico, how is the shortfall going to be covered?

» Is there a detailed plan for the effect of rail construction on water, sewer, gas and electric
utilities? Will there be disruptions of service? Does the budget cover all these?

T urge you to review the DEIS and seek answers to the questions that are important to you. Write
to the city director of transportation with your questions and concerns and send copies to the City
Council and the governor.

Regardless of whether you want rail or not, if the city builds the rail system, then make sure that
it is done in a way that satisfies your needs and concerns.

Panos D. Prevedouros is a professor of transportation engineering at the University of Hawaii-
Manoa. He ran an unsuccessful campaign for mayor as an anti-rail candidate.
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Djou: Starting Rail in Town Makes More Sense | KGMB9 News Hawaii | (

Djou: Starting
Rail in Town
Makes More

Sense

Written by KGMB9 News - news@kgmb9.com
December 04, 2008 06:46 PM

The City Council is already talking about

changing the rail route and now another
possible switch to the transit project could mean people in Kapolei will be
the last to ride it.

There is a new proposal to to begin construction Downtown, instead of
West Oahu. The idea is to get people riding it between Aiea and
Downtown, not East Kapolei to Waipahu.

Some say it would make more sense to get as many riders on board as
early as possible.

"If a natural disaster occurs, if the economic recession goes on a lot
longer and we cannot build the whole thing, and we can only build a
portion of it, the portion that should be built is this initial segment here,
in town,” Councilmember Charles Djou said.

The City sent out a response saying Djou's endless political games and
publicity stunts contribute nothing of substance to this discussion.

Spokesman Bill Brennan adds the councilman should stop looking for
ways to delay the project and get in step with what people voted for.

The next step is public hearings where you can weigh in.

The first is Saturday morning at Kapolei Hale at 9 a.m. After that, here
are the next hearings.

.= Tuesday, Dec. 9 at 6 p.m. at Salt Lake District Park.
.» Wednesday, Dec 10 at 6 p.m. Filipino Community Center
.= Thursday, Dec 11 at 6 p.m. at Bishop Museum

http://kgmb9.com/main/index2 .php?option=com_content&task=view&id=12089&pop=1&page=0&Itemid=40 (1 of 2) [12/5/2008 7:09:30 AM]
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Councilman Djou Wants To Start Rail In Town - Print This Story News Story - KITV Honolulu

KITV.com

Councilman Djou Wants To Start Rail In Town

City Administration Says Project Would Get Faster Start In West

POSTED 448 pm HMBT December 4, 2008

UPDATED 525 pm HST December 4, 2008

HONOLULU -- Honolulu Councilman Charles Djou is pushing to start the $4.3 billion

transit system in downtown Honolulu instead of in West Oahu.

When the route for the city's new $4.3 billion transit system was first announced, many
Oahu residents were disappointed. They wanted the initial phase of the route to start

downtown instead of out in West Oahu.

Djou said there is still time to make the change and follow a 10-mile route from Aloha

Tower to Aloha Stadium in Aiea.

"It makes so much more sense to have the initial section of the rail route in town, where
we can have some impact on traffic rather than way out on the west side where its impact

on traffic will probably be marginal at best,”" Djou said.

The city's plan is to have the initial phase start in East Kapolei and go 8 miles to
Waipahu.

"An Aiea to downtown route will be much more popular. It makes more sense you will
see so many more people riding it I just don't think you are going to get a heck of a lot of

ridership from East Kapolei to Waipahu," Djou said.

http://www kitv.com/print/18208232/detail html (1 of 3) [12/5/2008 7:13:51 AM]
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Residents Offered Final Input On Rail - Print This Story News Story - KITV Honolulu

Despite support for rail here, there is criticism, especially since there is no initial plan for
stops in the developing urban area, and nothing is being done where there is already

congestion in Ewa Beach and Nanakuli.

"T'd love to see one that alleviates the traffic on Fort Weaver Road, which is probably one
of the worst congested roads in the world, let alone Hawaii," Ewa Beach resident John

Higgins said.

He also wants a route to the University of Hawaii at Manoa and a reassurance of federal
funding.

Waianae resident Rodlyn Brown just wants it built quickly.
"Get the politics out of it and get the people into it," she said.

Saturday marked the first of five comment sessions, which offer a chance to speak

publicly, privately to a court reporter, or through written comments.
On Saturday, only 11 comments were received.
The Kapolei area perhaps is suffering from input exhaustion.

"I'm thinking they get tired of making the same comments over and over again," city

transportation director Wayne Yoshioka said.

Yoshioka said it's not too late to have influence, especially on details like how the system

should handle bikes and luggage.

Copyright 2008 by KITV.com All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten or
redistributed.

http://www kitv.com/print/18221967/detail html (2 of 3) [12/7/2008 7:57:24 AM]
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In addition to the discussions and negotiations with other state agencies, the DOT also has been
the lead agency for the state in working with the city on developing many of the parameters and
guidelines for the rail project. Considering that more than half of the rail system will be within
DOT highway rights of way, it was very important that open and constant communication
continue between the city and the state.

In fact, the DOT requested monthly meetings be held between the DOT, the city and their rail
transit consultants almost two years ago - meetings that continue today. It should be noted that
the last monthly briefing by the city and their consultants to the DOT was as recent as this past
Wednesday. These monthly briefings are also accompanied by numerous other meetings with the
various technical staft offices within the DOT, whether it is the property management offices in
both the Airports and Highways Divisions, or the traffic, design, planning, hydraulic,
maintenance, landscaping or construction offices to discuss in greater detail many of the issues
that will need to be analyzed, mitigated or overcome as part of the environmental impact
statement, design or construction process for the rail transit project.

We have considered ourselves partners in this effort, offering to expedite many of our reviews to
assist in the city's aggressive and optimistic schedule. It is flat wrong for the mayor to
characterize our efforts as being uncooperative.

While continued collaboration on rail transit is important to address transportation solutions and
help our economy over the long term, it is vital that we also work together to ensure other critical
infrastructure improvement projects move forward now in order to stimulate our economy and
create jobs. Of the $1.8 billion in state construction projects being prioritized by the Lingle-
Aiona administration and its partners, $1,002,675,910 - 803 projects - are slated for Oahu over
the next 18 months.

The state looks forward to working with the city on all of these projects, including rail transit, to
accelerate the review and permitting processes and to overcome any barriers that might impede

our progress and our ability to strengthen our economy and get our residents back to work.

Brennon T. Morioka is director of the state Department of Transportation.
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The city's plans are likely to affect lease renegotiations with 7-Eleven scheduled to occur next year, said property owner
Michael Kam.

"Obviously that's going to throw a monkey wrench into our plans," he said.
Kam said he has not yet had a chance to meet with city officials, who have notified him the city may need the land.

"We would definitely be against taking the entire property,” he said. However, he added, "We also own property on Dillingham
further diamondhead of the 7-Eleven location, so the good thing is it might make that property more valuable."

Fighting the city on property condemnation wouldn't be easy. That's because mass transit serves a public purpose.

Buzzy Okazaki said he won't oppose the city, which wants to acquire his 12,056-square-foot parcel in Waipahu near Farrington
Highway and Mokuola Street. Okazaki's lot, which is leased to a car dealer, and a car lot under separate ownership across the
street are targeted for full acquisition by the city.

"I'm not going to fight it," Okazaki said. "All I'm doing is negotiating with them on the value of the property.
"I'm resigned to this takeover. | can always get another property somewhere — it's not a big thing."
Final right-of-way requirements could still change until the project's design is finalized in 2010, according to city officials.

The property acquisition process won't begin until the federal government approves the environmental impact statement, which
city officials hope will occur in fall 2009. The city plans to begin construction on the first phase, which would connect East
Kapolei to Waipahu or Leeward Community College, in December 2009.

One of the main reasons for starting construction on the 'Ewa end is that the city thinks it can acquire the land in that section
relatively easily, at least compared with land elsewhere along the line.

Once the acquisition process starts, the city said, it will determine fair market value for properties and offer owners that much. If
they refuse to sell, the city may condemn the property.

Property owners, business owners and the city may battle over what constitutes fair value — and that will hinge on when
assessments are made. Businesses that could be displaced include Dee Lite Bakery in Kalihi and the Aku Bone Lounge & Girill
in Kaka'ako.

Kristine Altwies, who runs Hawaii International Child Inc., an international adoption agency on Waimanu Street, said she is
planning to move because her landlord will be forced to sell.

"I's literally coming through our board room. | do hope the city gives these folks (the landowners) a good deal; this is the
hottest neighborhood on the island right now," Altwies said.

"| think whether you're for or against rail, this sort of thing happens. It's life, and when you're a small business, part of your
business plan and strategy has to be flexibility. If the planners have figured out that this is the best route, even if we're a minor
tragedy in that, | don't think it's that big a deal.”

Additional Facts

http://www.honoluluadvertiser.com/apps/pbcs.dil/article? AID=/20081222/NEWS01/8122203 53 &template=printart (2 of 3) [12/22/2008 6:59:46 AM]
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Yet this well-respected, quirky University of  Yesterday:

Hawaii at Manoa engineering professor

challenged powerful incumbent Mayor Mufi Christina Hemming, Maui activist
Hannemann, changing the race and shaping

much of the campaign around the city's controversial $4 billion rail transit project.

"He was a fresh face who was a very serious candidate for mayor," said Neal Milner, a UH
political scientist. "You don't get that very often - a face that's new who's also a fairly serious
candidate for a high elected office in Hawaii."

Prevedouros was reluctant to run for mayor. He had a baby boy due in November with his
fiancee and would be forced to put his career at UH on hold during the campaign. But a small but
vocal group called Stop Rail Now was gaining publicity, and needed a candidate. The group
eventually persuaded Prevedouros to run in early July.

"Before Panos, there was no one," said Sen. Sam Slom (R, Diamond Head-Hawaii Kai). "I was a
part of a group that approached Panos and he said absolutely no. We kept working on it from the
standpoint that the issues he was very knowledgeable about were the issues facing the City and
County. In the end, that's what got him to say reluctantly that he would run."

Prevedouros, known for his staunch opposition against the elevated rail system backed by
Hannemann, was soon labeled as a one-issue candidate. But others weren't so quick to brush him
off, including Gov. Linda Lingle.

"It may be one issue, but it's one very big issue," Lingle said in July.

Soon after, City Councilwoman Ann Kobayashi entered the mayor's race, becoming the greater
threat against Hannemann.

On the campaign trail, the two remained mostly cordial - almost supportive of each other - as
they continually criticized Hannemann, particularly on the 20-mile rail system from Kapolei to
Ala Moana.

In the Sept. 20 primary election, it was clear throughout the night that Prevedouros had no
chance of becoming mayor. He conceded the race after getting just 17.2 percent of the vote.

While Prevedouros ultimately failed in his bid for mayor, his role in the race perhaps helped stop
Hannemann from getting the more than 50 percent needed to win re-election outright in the

primary.

Prevedouros later joined Kobayashi's campaign as a "senior adviser for infrastructure," a role that
had little impact in the end, but kept forcing rail transit as the main issue for the mayor's race.

"He really did help to frame the discussion about mass transit," Milner said.

"His position was not the position that won out, but I think he brought a fair amount of people to
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think about alternatives. He raised issues that are going to come back regardless of what side you
are on on mass transit."
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Under current plans, the project's first phase would connect East Kapolei to Leeward Community
College. One of the main reasons for starting construction on the 'Ewa end is to avoid right-of-way
acquisition issues during the project's early stages.

Initial service also is tied to the location of a maintenance and storage facility, which may be placed
between Leeward Community College and Waipahu High School. Starting construction at that facility
and proceeding in 'Ewa also takes advantage of the fact that construction along Farrington Highway and
in West Oahu will not require significant utility relocations, according to the city.

However, City Council member Charles Djou is urging the city to reconsider starting construction in town.

"Most of the other cities, when they do a rail project, they start in town and build out, not out and in," he
said. "It just strikes me as nonsense that the city government here is doing it backwards.

"What happens if an economic recession goes longer than we think in the next two decades and we run
out of money and all we can build are eight or 10 or 12 miles of the 20-mile route? Won't it be better to
have that eight or 10 or 12 miles in town?"

City officials contend that the budget for rail includes nearly $1 billion to cover contingencies, which
should prevent such a scenario from happening.

The largest public works project in state history also is raising concerns about energy consumption and
carbon emissions. Trains can be more energy efficient than autos. However, construction of an elevated
guideway will require a massive amount of energy during construction.

"That's one set of concerns and the costs obviously," said Randy Ching, chairman of The Sierra Club
O'ahu Group. "Other things we're concerned about are how are people going to access the transit
station — is the train going to be pedestrian friendly, bicycle friendly and handicap accessible?"

power consumption

According to the city, train stations will have elevators and escalators and will accommodate bicycles
and wheelchairs.

Honolulu's planned commuter rail system will consume enough electricity each day to power about
9,250 homes, or a community the size of Hawai'i Kai. However, that shouldn't pose a risk of energy
shortage and could lower air pollutants and energy use as people switch from automobiles to trains,
according to the city.

Other concerns include the aesthetics of the train, which will run on a dual-rail guideway that's about 30
feet wide and between 40 to 80 feet tall, depending on the location. There also will be 19 to 21 elevated
train stations, each 50 feet wide and as much as 300 feet long.

The size of the elevated track and stations has caused some neighborhood groups and architects to
question whether it will damage the city's attractiveness and block views of the ocean or mountains.

Sidney Char, president of the American Institute of Architects' Honolulu division, said the group is urging
the city to consider building at least portions of the train at ground level, where it won't obstruct mauka/

http://www.honoluluadvertiser.com/apps/pbcs.dil/article? AID=/20081225/NEWS01/812250368&template=printart (2 of 4) [12/25/2008 8:04:58 AM]
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effort such as the rail project as well.

Mayor Mufi Hannemann assured his support for state capital improvement projects when the
state recently began working to speed up its efforts. We're encouraged that the governor
recognizes that cooperation between all levels of government is key to revitalizing the economy.

Rather than engage in finger-pointing, we hope Morioka will succeed in persuading Lingle to
finally get on board with rail transit, which promises to be the most important economic stimulus
anywhere in Hawaii for the next decade. The project will provide thousands of jobs at a time
when Hawaii sorely needs them, while adding an environmentally friendly alternative to clogged
freeways as our state continues to grow and prosper. We look forward to closer collaboration on
rail transit and other important issues.

Wayne Y. Yoshioka is director of the City and County of Honolulu's Department of
Transportation Services.
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Then came Stop Rail Now, a coalition of rail opponents who launched a petition drive in April to put rail on
the ballot.

The organization collected 49,000 signatures by mid-July.

While Stop Rail Now eventually failed to get its ordinance on the ballot, it succeeded in forcing the City
Council to place a separate version of the rail question before the electorate.

The ballot question asked voters if they wanted the city to move forward with a steel-wheel-on-steel-rail
transit system.

The favorable result paved the way for the city to start construction possibly late next year with limited
service between West Loch and Waipahu scheduled to start in 2013.

Service between East Kapolei and Pearl Highlands would begin a year later. Full service to Ala Moana
would begin by the end of 2018.
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