Public Involvement Overview

June 2008
Month
Hotline Calls 19
Comment Sense Comments/Inquiries 74
FOIA requests 0
Speakers Bureau 30
Presentation/Events 22
Neighborhood Boards 6
TAC 1
Workshops 1

Neighborhood Board reporting includes both full presentations and project briefings.

In addition to the monthly television show the project has bought radio time every
Tuesday afternoon on 830AM between 4:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Our Olelo show still runs every Monday
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Thank you for working to bring light rail to Honolulu. | have recently moved here from
Website 06/03/2008 M!nneapol!s and the rail system in Mllnneapolls is great. People fought about t_he need for rail in
Minneapolis for years and now that it's up and running people love it and the fight has turned to
"when can we get another rail line in my neighborhood". Keep up the good work. Jeff

The taxpayers | speak to daily are very angry that you spend our hard earned tax money on
Website 06/03/2008 things we are against much less adding insult to injury by mailing your propaganda using our tax
money to print and mail to us your nonsense.

. Enforce existing traffic laws. Get the unlicensed, uninsured, uninspected, unregistered
Website 06/04/2008 drivers/vehicles off the road. That should reduce overall traffic by 20%.

Having been in the railroad/ rail transportation business since 1974 | have seen several systems
Website 06/04/2008 come on line and Honolulu will fall in love with rail transportation, as they all have, and the
system will need to be expanded faster than you can imagine!

| met with Elisa Yadao today and she suggested | send in my request for further information via
this website. | read the 6/1/08 Honolulu Advertiser story and am doing research on a parcel that
is located on Colburn Street between Mokauea and Puuhale Streets. While | am fairly certain
this parcel is not in the right of way of the proposed transit alignment, | am very interesting in
Website 06/04/2008 learning more details about the project for this area. | have downloaded preliminary routes maps
off this website but unfortunately those maps do not provide sufficient resolution, fidelity, and
detail that | need to complete my research. Is there anything you can send me electronically that
can help me complete my research on how the transit project will beneficially impact the
properties in the area? Any information you can provide is much appreciated.

What is the proposed proximity of the system to our home? How will this impact our residence?

Website 06/05/2008 Please address noise and pollution issues.

Website 06/05/2008 We have heard that the_ rgil may go down Halekauwila street - what will be the impact on the
Federal Courthouse/Building?

Website 06/05/2008 Please add me to your mailing list and delete the following from our organization: Kehaulani

Padilla Derrick Kiyabu Brent Dillabaugh Piilani Pang Thank you.
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If rail transit is such a good thing, why is so much money being spent on radio and tv advertising

Website 06/05/2008 to cram it down our throats.

A Transit system is defenitly need. What kind? Not a rail. Has any one from the legislature lived
next to a rail system to know what they are getting themselves into? | have for a couple for
years and not only does noise play and huge factor but the appearance of a rail system looks
down right unappealing. Has a Mag-Lev been considered? Moving People and Freight The
second-generation Maglev 2000 system achieves four major innovations over the first-
generation Japanese and German systems: (1) Much lower guideway cost—$12 million per
Website 06/06/2008 mile, compared to $40 million to $60 million per mile. (2) Much faster payback times—5 years
instead of 50, by carrying piggyback trucks. (3) Electronic switching of vehicles at high speeds
from the main guideway to off-line stations for loading and unloading. | mean 12 Mill per mile
seems like a good deal. An M-2000 two-way guideway with single vehicles can carry 12,000
passengers or 120 trailer trucks per hour. With three vehicle "train sets," the capacity would
increase by a factor of 3. Theres too many reasons to list on here on how i see this problem
being resolved. http://www.maglev2000.com Wouldn't this be a better solution?

What will the projected/estimated annual operating costs be for the project upon its completion

Website 06/07/2008 and what percentage will be covered by fare revenues?

| am interested in finding out more about the process for the potential use of renewable energy

Website 06/09/2008 .
to power the project.

| am really in doubt about this train system. It may seem that it'll reduce congestion, but this
does not keep the working man and women in thought. After it's made, there would still be issue
on times the transit will leave. If a person finishes work at 3, would they wait till 4 or 5 to catch
Website 06/14/2008 the transit? Or when a person gets to their destination, they'll still have to either walk or catch
their bus to their work destination. This transit seems really idealistic rather than realistic. We've
been wanting to reduce traffic, but it'll just rust away in the future just like our aloha stadium with
it's brilliant decision to not paint it and have it a natural red rust color.

Telephone | 06/16/2008 Said that this will be a good project for Hawaii. Hotline message #49
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| am one that catches the bus to and from work and even on weekends. | have my own vehicle
but | love the our bus system. One would think that | would support the Rail Transit, BUT | DO
NOT. It is a waste of time and money. It will also be an inconvenience to many homes. | don't
Website 06/16/2008 think it is a good idea. We should work on a possible seperate freeway for our buses and or the
bus having it's own bus lanes. Our traffic issues is not that big of a deal that we need to spend
so much money when our kids/schools need the money, the roads need the money and
everything else. What are you guys thinking? Apparently you're not.

Telephone | 06/16/2008 Wanted to know how far station was from Leeward Community college. Hotline call

Hello, | would like a list of all the properties (with addresses) that will be condemned in the

Website 06/17/2008 Waipahu area to make way for rail to be built. Thank you. --David Hoang

We need to find out who is funding "Stop Rail Now". This is NOT a "Grassroots Effort". Who is
paying their rent and who paid for those glossy patitions inserted into last week's MidWeek?
That's BIG BUCKS! If they are a non-profit, their books should be open to the public. | would
Website 06/18/2008 guess they are just a paid lobbying effort. Find out is paying them and EXPOSE them to the
public via the News Media and Press Releases via our " Support Rail Transit" organization. That
should end their little game of trying to block rail. Thank you for bringing rail to Oahu - FINALLY!
Dale Moyen

| think it would be a massive mistake to bypass the airport and the UH in favor of going through
Salt Lake. In my experience in the mainland, | often caught the rail when | went to the airport - in
fact, all the systems | have ridden went through the airport. What's the purpose of the route
Website 06/18/2008 going though Salt Lake? To bow to the demands of one city council member? | also work at the
UH and would seriously consider taking the rail to the UH from Aiea where | live. | think routing
to the airport and the UH would serve more of the mass majority and cut down on the traffic
more. Who in the world has Salt Lake as a destination from the West side???
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Website

06/18/2008

| am a rail supporter and | can increase your website traffic by at least %500. These domains
get thousands of hits each week.My mail bow is jammed full with the traffic and it keeps
increasing. buildrail.com bushuttle.com busrailshuttle.com busrailtransit.com
ehonolulutransit.org ehonolulutransit.com ehonolulutransit.info fixedrail.com hawaiirail.com
hawaiirailbus.com hawaiirail.info hawaiimaglev.com hawaiirailroad.com hawaiirailtransit.com
honolulurail.mobi honolulutransit.mobi hawaiimass-transit.com hawaiirapidtransit.com
honolulurail.com honolulumasstransit.com honolulumasstransit.info honolulumasstransit.org
honolulu-rail.com honolulurail.info honolulutransit.info honolulurailtransit.com
honolulutransitjobs.com honolulutransitjobs.info honolulutransitjobs.org localtransitjobs.com
oahurail.com oahurail.info oahurailtransit.com oahumasstransit.com railhawaii.com
railmasstransit.com railshuttle.info transitjobs.info VWhen rail comes to town these domains will
be getting 50,000 hits a day.

Website

06/18/2008

What portion of our parcel will be taken by eminent domain?

Website

06/19/2008

How many cars will it take off the road? how much federal money has been promised? Is the
extra tax enough to pay for it? Is there a specific route”? How much is it going to be subsidized
by people not riding it? Will it go to the private schools and U.H.? How much will it cost? Are
there any other options at all?

Website

06/20/2008

There are many pressing issues in this state that simply aren't going to fix themselves. Traffic is
not one of those issues. Limmiting factors state that when people run out of space, they
compensate. When a family can't afford to have any more children, if they're smart, they stop
reproducing. When people in Hawaii realise they can't afford gas and that the commute is too
big, when they realise that they are being limmited by how much time and money they have,
they'll begin carpooling, taking the bus, and moving closer to their jobs. Don't be blind. Don't
support rail.
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| agree that something needs to be done about traffic in Hawaii, but one of the reasons | don't
agree with rail in Hawaii at this time is because of the way the Mayor is going about trying to get
rail here. It all seems very politically motivated. Have you people even noticed that traffic
became significantly better once UH was out of school? | am a middle school teacher and my
trip to and from my school was significantly better than when UH is in session. So, that being
said, why isn't the proposed rail going to UH to begin with? It shouldn't be added on later, it
should be added from the start. If you get the younger generation used to using the rail, they will
more likely use it when they get older. If you are truly building for the future, then shouldn't you
be interested in getting the college age generation to use the rail system? People now are not
going to use rail because they are too dependent on their cars, and are not going to be easily
swayed to use rail or any other type of mass transit system. You know why you won't build it to
UH right away? Because there is the push to build UH West Oahu. If the rail goes to UHM, then
students may not want to go to UH West Oahu. Is the city really going to pay people who will
need to move and businesses who will need to relocate a fair price for their properties and help
them relocate? | really don't think so. | feel sorry for all the hundreds of people rail is going to rip
from their homes and force to leave. But that doesn't really matter because the city doesn't
seem to care what happens to them. They can't sell now because who wants to buy property
that will just be taken away in a few years? How are we going to maintain the rail system? If the
Mayor can promise that it won't cost one penny over the 3 billion or whatever the price tag is,
and can show how we are going to maintain it properly (unlike our current roads and highways)
then maybe rail could be a possibility. However, | hate that it feels like the Mayor is trying to
shove this down the people's throats. | don't think I've spoken to anyone that supports this
project. | think if it is built, it will be like a lot of other things that are politically motivated in
Hawaii...it will cost us, the taxpayers more money, it will fall into disrepair from not maintaining it
properly, and whoever is the current Mayor will say, "well, it wasn't my fault, | wasn't in charge at
the time." and our current Mayor will be no longer in office, and no longer responsible. Who will
suffer the most in all of this...all of us, the taxpayers. | don't know if you can change my mind
about rail. | have been to places that have rail (Washington D.C., London, Paris) and | don't
want Hawaii to look like that. | have also been to Australia, and they have dedicated lanes for
buses and taxis. They also have a great bus system that all students can ride for free and where
buses stop near every school. The bus system is easy to use, and you pay based on how far
you are traveling, not just one flat rate. The street signs & highway signs are easy to understand
and make finding your way around town super easy. Have we really looked at all the options
and looked at each option fairly and unbiased? | don't feel like we have. H. Watanabe

Website 06/20/2008
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| haven't fully read your plans for Waipahu but someone told me by adding Waipahu into the
plan, this would also revitalize this town. Hopefully, whoever is doing the planning for this town
regarding revitalizing it, | hope that they have considered that the flood situation for this area
needs to be looked at also. There are areas of Waipahu, the developed area, that are in the
Website 06/22/2008 FEMA flood way. About 10 or more years ago, it was suggested that a study be made by the US
Corps of Engineer to see if a dam was feasable to establish a flood control system for this town.
If you're talking revitalizing, it should also include as much of Waipahu as possible, not only
those areas which still need to be developed along the transit line. Just my thoughts in reference
to Waipahu.

Is it possible to get a list of the attendees at the June 12th Construction Workshop? This will
Website 06/23/2008 enable us to send information to those design firms present with our precast/prestressed
concrete alternatives. Thanks in advance! Mark MacNeil Estimator
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Note: | have worked in urban planning with HUD, and originally came here in the 70s to work on
HART, with DMJM. My studio is located in the Kalakaua / Kapiolani neighborhood, and | believe
we should have had a rail system years ago. | just reviewed your Transit Corridor Map after
finally finding it on the city website. (negative first impression) You should have a direct link from
the home page. | have a couple comments: First, the quality of your maps of the route is very
poor, this is not a good reflection on the hopefully professional design and management team
that will be responsible for this massive project that we are paying so much for. Also, | would
strongly reconsider your choice of two rail stations (proposed) at Atkinson (Convention Center),
and McCully. This does not make sense, and seems to be a waste of our money. One station at
Kalakaua and Kapiolani would in my opinion, be a much better choice. Reasons: 1. As is, the
two stations would be within a couple blocks of each other. The only reason | can see for the
Atkinson / Kapiolani site would be the Convention Center, which has had minimal impact on
traffic. 2. There are two lots available at Kalakaua and Kapiolani (parking lot and vacant) plus
another vacant lot Diamond Head of Hard Rock, (which is moving) Plus the Diamond Head
Video / Rocksa, and empty lot, properties could be much better utilized. 3. This location would
serve the Convention Center, and give walking access to what | believe is the densest -and
growing, residential neighborhood in the state, bounded by Ala Moana / Ala Wai / McCully) 4.
You need a transfer station for the future Waikiki spur, which will take more land. In fact,
because of the unused land there, it might make more sense to end the first system at Kalakaua
instead of one stop back at Ala Moana. Starting up construction again at Kalakaua, for phase 2,
| believe, would have much less impact on the public, and cost less than starting up again in the
middle of Ala Moana Center. You would only have one major interruption then be done with it. |
do realize that | have limited information and that my suggestions may or may not make sense,
when considering all the facts. Aloha, Phil Uhl www.uhlart.com

Website 06/24/2008

Hello Transit team, Please, please, please continue the raill My family will be receiving a pay cut
soon and | will need to look for another job (for more pay) soon because of the cut. | live in Ewa
Website 06/24/2008 and all the best opportunities for my family and | are in Honolulu. The transit will help
tremendously! Keep up the great work and hope the transit is completed sooner than later.
Thanks!!!
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| live in Kaneohe and Please explain to me how this would help us out on the windward side. No
matter what we stiill need to drive to a station. And why aren't we part of the plan you can not
serve only one part of the Island!The reason why we have a low amount of car sales is because
the cost of living is so high people can't afford it! Please send me all the info. how much is it
Website 06/24/2008 going to cost to ride on this rail? And | don't think it will be faster you still have to stop and board!
and how big will these stations be. How many cars will they hold. What is it going to cost us to
maintain this system! is our tax going to go back down were is the purposal for the rest of the
Island. Is the stations going to be desighned correctly so it does not create more traffic. | read all
the pros and cons | need more!

Please let me know immediately when that Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS)

Website 06/24/2008 comes out because | want to know what private properties will be "condemmed". Thank you.

Two wonderful suggestions that | know will be implemented... 1. Install the debit card system
used in Singapore, and probable elsewhere. The card applies to all modes of public
transportation. Scan the card when you get on, the system deducts the fare when you get off.
Fare is based on distance traveled and type of transit. Good one, yea? 2. Go above grade,
accept it, it's going to happen no matter what, but....in Downtown and at the edge of Waikiki DO
NOT TAKE ELEVATED TRANS INTO THE CORE. Instead go around Downtown (say Beretania
Website 06/24/2008 or the H1) and pass by Waikiki with elevated trans. At transit stations, which on on the edges,
allow passangers to go to grade and take dispersed fixed rail at grade into the cores. These
short segements of on-grade transits (hop on hop off) will connect more areas in Downtown and
Waikiki for the commuters. Short, multiple routes will add positively to the urban experience and
cover more area than single stop elevated rails. At grade fixed rail adds to the urban excitement
by allowing for a direct connection of transit to the urban street scene. This is another great
idea, yea? If you can only pick one idea, pick No. 2, Honolulu will be so happy with the results.
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From the very beginning my general suspicion was that the ridership would not be as great as
projected and the cost of the system would be expensive. So | am tentatively against it.
However, | can see your point about the eventual growth of ridership. What remains a problem
in my mind is the cost. You say that “overwhelming clear that a system will be substantially less
expensive to operate and maintain than a bus system”. That kind of talk makes me distrust you
comments because the are kind of inflammatory and you don’t supply any numbers to support it.
If you could show me the numbers | would jump on the light rail bandwagon, until then | have an
open mind but am against it. What I'd like to see is the cost to support ridership. This would
include the upfront cost and maintenance cost and operations cost per 1000 people versus
other alternatives. Also include tables for cost overruns of 50% 100% and 150% as from what |
have seen they are sure to happen. If those figures show the cost of ridership is reasonable
then you can have my vote. Note: | haven't decided yet if | an going to signthe recall petition.

Website 06/25/2008

| am a strong supporter of this rail transit project and I'm already on your mailing list. | believe
the next few months of public discussion are going to be critical for those citizens who still have
not made up their minds about rail for Honolulu. For that reason, | frequently post comments on
internet message boards of the local papers in defense of this project. | also maintain a blog
where | recently posted my complete argument in favor rail transit and answered what | think are
Website 06/25/2008 the 10 most common objections to rail in Hawaii (ie. cost, ridership, route, etc). Here’s a link to it
if you're interested in reading my thoughts: http://thecommonloon.blogspot.com/2008/06/slow-
train-coming-will-honolulu-ever.html Please know that you are welcome to cite my blog as a
strong supporter of this rail project. Feel free to direct any skeptics or undecided citizens to my
blog to have their objections and fears addressed with down-to-earth reasoning from a local
citizen. Keep up the good work! Build it and we will ride!

Website 06/26/2008 Are there any "park and ride" lots at major stations to offer options for the working ridership?

To better help the public understand what riding the system would be like, it might be helpful to
compare it to something many residents already have experience with - airport train systems,
like the one at the Las Vegas airport which just about every adult has ridden or knows someown
who has.

Website 06/26/2008

Mahalo to Mayor Hannemann for your letter and letting me know about this website. Your letter
Website 06/27/2008 clearly explains your reasons for your position with this project. After reading your letter, | am
now a proponent for this rail project.
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Telephone

06/27/2008

Wanted to know who pays for the advertisements. Said that Mayor should not be afraid to let the

peopel vote if the project is such a good idea for the City. She doesn't want the City to go into
debt. it is not the best choice.

Website

06/29/2008

Get off oil and build rail now!!! Japan is the expert on rail. Have them build it!!! Stop global
warming and end the WAR !l Please !!!

Website

06/29/2008

| support the rail proposal. Is there any data regarding fuel usage, i.e. the amount of fuel used to

move 300 people from one end of the proposed system to the other, by automobile, bus, and
rail. You have to factor in the cost of electricity too. My guess is that the steel rail system uses
less energy, but would appreciate any input you have. To me, this is the real issue. At 4.50 a
gallon and more, energy savings is the real economic issue. Plus the cost in terms of dollars
and energy must, by now, indicate that rail is truly the best way to help the economy, save,
energy, and move us as a community.

Telephone

06/29/2008

Will luggage be allowed on the rail - what are the restrictions.

Telephone

06/29/2008

Has question about the route

Telephone

06/29/2008

wanted to state support for rail
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Kazi, which operates Hawai'i KFC and Burger King restaurants, has worked with city officials on the
restaurant's plans for months. However, city officials never mentioned they may eventually need part of
the restaurant property's frontage, Johnson said.

"They've seen a schematic drawing of our site plan before we signed a lease for that property so, if
they've known about that in the last six months, they would have made us aware that they're going to
need a portion of it and to my knowledge they have not," he said. "They better not surprise me."

awareness needed

The Department of Planning and Permitting should tell applicants about the potential impacts of the
transit project before giving out new permits, said City Council member Gary Okino. That could relieve
the city of some future liability, he said.

"The people that give permits should be aware of" these right-of-way issues, Okino said. "It's not only for
(the property owner). It's for us, too, because there could be some added expense to the city."

Early and frequent discussions with property owners and others could aid acceptance for the project,
said Sen. Clarence Nishihara, D-18th (Waipahu, Pearl City, Crestview).

"To me, the earlier you have a discussion the better," Nishihara said. "If you put it in, and people feel like
it's already a done deal — they're forced to make changes — then you're going to have even greater
resistance."

Under current plans, the property acquisition process won't begin until the federal government approves
the project's environmental impact statement, the city said. The city hopes that approval will come
sometime in fall 2009. That would allow for groundbreaking on the project's first phase, which would
connect East Kapolei to Leeward Community College.

One of the main reasons for starting construction on the 'Ewa end is to avoid right-of-way acquisition
issues during the project's early stages, according to Jim Van Epps, project manager for Parsons
Brinckerhoff, which is the city's largest transit contractor.

In the 'Ewa area, "the parcels are available or should be readily available to us to get the construction
going easy," Van Epps said during a recent city-sponsored radio show. "We're not dealing with a lot of
residential and commercial areas that are side by side by side that are going to take so many years for
us to acquire in order to get the length of property that we need."

In an attempt to minimize the project's land requirements, the city plans to build the elevated,
approximately 26-foot wide guideway within existing street rights of way and on government-owned
land. However, the guideway, and its 50-foot wide stations, will still require the acquisition of various
private lots.

A difficult fight

Fighting the city on property condemnation is not easy. Because mass transit serves a public purpose,
there's little preventing the city from acquiring property needed to build it, said Robert Thomas,
managing attorney for the Pacific Legal Foundation's Hawaii Center, which lobbies for property owner
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Pam Chambers | Honolulu

transit

Being pro-rail means being pro-community

In my opinion, the anti-rail people are being selfish. Our tax dollars are spent on things that improve the
quality of life for everyone, even if it is indirectly.

For example, our taxes pay for making sidewalks accessible to people in wheelchairs. This is an
improvement that most of us don't use, but we all pay for it through our taxes since it helps others in our
community. Only people with a selfish attitude would protest and ask why should they pay for improved
access for disabled persons because they themselves don't use those improvements.

It seems like many anti-rail people live in places such as Kailua or Hawai'i Kai and can afford to have
cars as their mode of transportation, yet they fail to see that although the proposed rail routes do not
serve their areas, the rail system will actually improve the quality of life for our whole island community.
Think of the gridlock when there is an accident on the freeway. In the future, we will drive into a
Honolulu that is less congested than it would be without a rail system.

With oil prices soaring, people will turn to alternatives such as using the rail system, in addition to
walking, bicycling and taking the bus.

When the anti-rail groups say they don't want rail, they need to be reminded that the world doesn't
revolve around them.

Community is the key concept in this discussion about our island transportation. To me, if you're pro-rail,
you're pro-community.

Lei McLean | Honolulu

kamehameha schools

Scholar program is a powerful resource

As a follow-up to the wonderful letter from Betty White of Sacred Hearts Academy (May 27), I'd like to
remark from a grateful family's point of view regarding the Kamehameha Schools Pauahi Keiki Scholar
program.

This program, which began by assisting Native Hawaiian children to go to quality preschools and now
promises to expand through kindergarten and beyond at private schools, is truly an innovative and
powerful resource. It is a gift to families longing to provide their children the best education possible —
while respecting the families' individual preferences on the type of school.

The program is set up with guidelines that require parents to take an active role in their child's learning
through workshops and volunteering at their child's school.
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"l can be more productive" on the bus, Prasad said, as he fired up his laptop and navigated the Internet
with the help of a wireless card. "It's a great use of the public transport system and commute time,
especially at this time when fuel prices are skyrocketing."

He said he spent $55-$60 a week filling up his BMW sedan, but he added that the stress of navigating
traffic gridlock also helped him convert to TheBus. It often takes less time riding TheBus to work than it
did for him to drive himself since TheBus can hop onto the H-1 Zipper Lane into town that he, as a
single driver, could not use.

Clarke, the Makakilo resident who is a postal clerk at the Waikiki station, said riding TheBus does not
offer her the freedom or convenience of driving her van, which costs $60 every four days to fill up. "But |
don't mind it," she said. "l can read, | can relax. | can sleep."”

Clarke said she was so convinced that she'll ride TheBus long-term that she bought a monthly pass
after the first day.

Wai'anae resident Josephine Ruiz, who said she began riding TheBus to her job as a sales associate at
Macy's Downtown a little more than a month ago, is already on her second bus pass.

"It was killing my pocketbook," Ruiz said, of the $25 in gas she was putting into her Toyota truck every
other day.

Like Prasad, Ruiz said it takes her less time to get to work on TheBus. And, "l don't have to get up as
early," she said.

It's not just West O'ahu residents riding into town who are putting away their car keys.

Kapahulu resident Jerry Stovall, a mason, was on his way to a job at Campbell Industrial Park. Stovall
said he began riding TheBus two weeks ago to jobs not just at Campbell, but also in Kalihi and on the
Windward side.

"It's an easier commute," Stovall said. "It saves you gas, and you don't have to deal with the traffic and
the road rage."

A friend gave him a Nissan Sentra when he moved back to O'ahu from the Mainland seven months ago.
Recently, Stovall gave it back.

Passengers and bus drivers at the Kapolei bus stop all reported a noticeable increase in passengers
who said that rising gas prices have driven them to public transit, up until the time school let out and
ridership dipped again. Some drivers reported an increase in passengers of as much as 50 percent to
70 percent.

no changes in store

Ridership typically decreases during the summer when most students are out of school and families are
on vacation. As a result, TheBus' Morton said, no decisions will be made until the end of summer about
whether to alter or add routes as a result of the surge in riders.
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Honolulu Star-Bulletin

Knowing their sentiments and in the spirit of cooperation with the state and the Legislature, |
would like to offer a friendly suggestion. If at all possible, rather than construct the 2.1-mile
spur from the airport to Middle Street, why not connect the airport to the nearest transit station
on Salt Lake Boulevard at Ala Lilikoi Street, which would be about 1 mile long? This shorter
spur could very well cut construction costs in half and cost the state between $150 million to
$175 million, rather than the entire $350 million airport-to-Middle Street spur.

The bottom line is that a shorter airport spur to Ala Lilikoi would be more acceptable to the
state administration and the Legislature because it would cost way less and still service the
airport.

Also, just recently, we were all encouraged to see private landowner HRPT Properties Trust
offering to assist the city by providing land and spending its own money to build a passenger
station in Mapunapuna. If the private sector is willing to step up to the plate, how much more
for the state, which owns the airport?

Therefore, | urge state officials to carefully consider the benefits of partnering with the city for
the construction of:

» a proposed transit station at the airport, and ensure that it be built as close as possible to
the passenger terminals;

» an airport spur to Salt Lake Boulevard, which would dovetail quite nicely into its current
billion-dollar airport modernization plan.

The state has a vested interest in improving services at the airport for visitors, local travelers
and workers. This 1-mile airport-to-Salt Lake Boulevard spur, which saves taxpayer money, is
a win-win solution, which | believe is fair and more acceptable to the state administration, the
Legislature and taxpayers.

Romy M. Cachola represents District VII (Kalihi-Airport-Salt Lake) on the Honolulu City Council.

Article URL: http://starbulletin.com/2008/06/08/editorial/commentary3.html
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Shall we continue to build homes over our agricultural lands? We can build out (urban sprawl)
or up (higher density in the urban core). I applaud our elected officials who have supported rail
transit for choosing to protect our open spaces while keeping housing prices under control. Rail
transit is a key infrastructure component that will allow us to build “up”. HOT lanes encourage
urban sprawl. Tampa is a perfect example of urban sprawl and what we don’t need more of in
Hawaii. Furthermore, if rail transit is planned with housing in mind, the city and state can

trade land use and zoning entitlements in exchange for affordable housing along the route.

If we don’t plan for high density growth, the new housing supply will decrease and island-wide
prices will increase. More and more middle-class people will be forced to get government
subsidized housing or leave the island or be homeless. It costs about $300,000 to subsidize one
affordable rental unit. Multiply that by the 10,000 units the state says we are short. That’s

three billion dollars of taxpayer subsidy and no solution to affordable housing or urban sprawl.

I have yet to hear one anti-rail person intelligently argue against rail when the discussion is
framed around “growth” versus “traffic”. Maybe the anti-rail folks don’t care about protecting
our open lands. Maybe they already own their homes and have forgotten what it is like to be a
renter or first-time homebuyer. Too often those people are young teachers, fire fighters and

police officers.

Maybe if everyone who votes goes to school to become experts in rail technology and urban
planning, then I agree that we should allow the public to vote on these critical issues.

Otherwise, leave it to the experts.
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HECO said there should be no problem supplying the train with power, along with other potential new
projects such as new housing developments and the planned University of Hawai'i West O'ahu campus.

The train "is a big project obviously," said HECO spokesman Peter Rosegg. But, "It would be wrong to
see (the train) as some big gorilla coming down the road. It is one of the small monkeys and there are a
number of small monkeys and they're going to get here at different times."

While the train's demand for electricity could be relatively small, peak transit hours — and electrical
needs — are likely to coincide with Honolulu's overall electricity demand peak, which occurs in the early
evening.

The added load from the train also is expected to come at a time when HECO forecasts reserve
capacity shortfalls of as much as 130 megawatts in 2014, according to a report filed this year with the
Public Utilities Commission. That's assuming the utility completes a 110-megawatt generator at
Campbell Industrial Park sometime next year.

A reserve capacity shortfall increases the risk of generation-related power outages. However, that is not
expected to be an issue on O'ahu unless HECO's two largest power generators are taken offline for
some reason. Even then, HECO would hope to manage demand to prevent an outage, Rosegg said.

"We can and will accommodate the energy needs of the transit program,” Rosegg said. "These needs
will not be the driver for another power plant.”

To help meet electricity needs, HECO is looking at renewable energy sources, including wind, solar,
waste-to-energy and ocean power, the company said. The utility's new Campbell Industrial Park
generator will use biofuels, which HECO said will only come from farmed palm oil plantations that
haven't been cut out of native forests.

Whether rail is more "green" than other transportation modes also depends on how many people opt to
park their cars to ride mass transit. Critics have questioned whether a Honolulu rail line can generate
high ridership without serving Waikiki, UH-Manoa and Honolulu International Airport. The city plans to
eventually expand service to those locations, but there is no money earmarked for such expansion.

Even without serving those areas, the commuter rail line is expected to attract more riders when
compared with other alternatives studied, including expanding TheBus fleet or creating managed traffic
lanes, according to Parsons Brinckerhoff.

When combined with TheBus, overall mass transit ridership is expected to increase to 7.4 percent of
total transit trips in 2030, up from 6.1 percent projected if the commuter rail line is not built. The transit
system also is expected to reduce daily vehicle trips by 45,000 on O'ahu.

Higher mass transit use could mean daily transportation energy consumed in 2030 would be about 3
percent less than if the city were to build managed traffic lanes, according to Parsons Brinckerhoff. The
energy needed to run the commuter rail system or an expanded TheBus fleet would be nearly the same.

Rail energy reductions are based on the higher energy efficiency and passenger load factors of rail
transit. Commuter rail requires 2,743 Btu of energy per passenger mile, according to the Department of
Energy. A Btu, or British Thermal Unit, is equivalent to the energy needed to raise 1 pound of water by 1
degree Fahrenheit. In contrast, an automobile uses 3,445 Btu of energy per passenger mile.
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Hundreds of
Contractors
Vying for
Transit Jobs

Written by Tim Sakahara - tsakahara@kgmb9.com
June 12, 2008 07:13 PM

The City of Honolulu hosted an open house
Thursday to court companies interested in
building Oahu's rail transit project.

Hundreds of people with construction, engineering and architectural firms
came to hear how they could get a piece of the $5 billion project. The
city says the first 20 miles of track will create 11,000 jobs a year and
hopes to use both large and small companies for the jobs.

"We're always looking for new opportunities and new work that is out
there and it sure appears there will be enough to go around," said
Kenneth Quirin, Sr., QN Electric, Inc. President, based in Kailua.

"I have done quite a few train systems, I've done work in Portland and
San Diego so I was interested and decided to come out and find out what
your intentions are," said Siegfried Fassmann, David Evans & Associates,
based in San Diego.

"I hope this is one of the events that is starting the excitement in the
industry, this is real, it's coming," said Toru Hamayasu, Transit Project
Manager.

The project manager says the bidding process will be based on federal
and state laws and could start as early as the end of this year. The
contracts cannot be awarded until the environmental impact statements
are finished which will be the latter part of next year.

Meanwhile the Stop Rail Now campaign is ramping up its efforts to stop
the project. Stop Rail Now needs to get more than 44,000 signatures to
put the transit issue on the November ballot. It still needs 28,000
signatures so it paid $12,000 to put the petition in each copy of the
Midweek which goes out to 270,000 homes.

"Everybody can simply open up their Midweek and inside they'll find the
petition and this is the official petition and we're urging people to sign it
and mail it back to us," said Dennis Callan, Stop Rail Now.
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bidding on its rail transit system when the City Council refused to spend local funds, killing the
project.

"Local firms were left at the mercy of large companies whether to hire them," said Toru
Hamayasu, the deputy transportation director. "That was a lesson learned from 1992."

Professionals within the industry said yesterday they have been waiting for the city's project to
begin.

"We've been eyeing this project for about 10 years now," said James Fea, vice president of
Systra USA, a New Jersey-based company that builds transit systems. "It's the talk of the
industry. Everyone wants a piece of it."

"Locally, we don't have the resources to build the project," said Frank Medrano, principal of
the locally owned company Construction Management Resources Inc. "These small contracts
open up the opportunity for small businesses like us."

Hannemann acknowledged a group of residents attempting to stop the project. "l respect the
democratic process," he said. "But what is their alternative? It's not HOT lanes, toll roads,
underwater tunnels or expanded bus routes. They cannot replace rail."

Stop Rail Now, an anti-rail initiative, has collected 16,000 of the nearly 45,000 signatures it
needs to propose an ordinance on the November ballot, saying, "Honolulu mass transit shall
not include trains or rail."

Stop Rail Now has recently placed two full-page ads in the Star-Bulletin and an insert in
MidWeek at a cost of $20,000, paid by donations and its core members of well-known, vocal
opponents. Organizers say they hope this will bring them toward their goal by the Aug. 1
deadline.
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(I found out later that Coffee wasn't bashing rail this time as he did in five MidWeek columns,
but was bashing the Star-Bulletin, Barack Obama and all of us who might vote for him.)

So, | asked anti-rail lady what she and her cohorts have against the people of West Oahu/
Leeward Coast who spend an hour or more getting into Honolulu, then an hour getting back.
What is wrong with them having another transportation option?

She said, "The cost."

| said millions of dollars were spent widening Kalanianaole Highway twice to ease traffic to
our neighborhood.

She said, "l| have no problem with that."

That's when | figured the anti-rail letter writers from the Windward side probably had no
problem with the millions - or was it billions - of dollars spent boring six holes in the Koolau
Mountains for three highways and that everlasting footprint.

| asked anti-rail lady if she saw the national news story about commuter rail ridership being up
27 percent in Seattle, at a 24-year high in Chicago and up more than 10 percent in several
other cities. Or that commuters made 85 million more trips in the first quarter of 2008 than
2007. (You can verify this at www.apta.com)

She said, "l didn't know it was that high in Seattle, but commuter rail is OK on the mainland."

So if it is OK for the mainland, why do the anti-rail people say it won't work here? They never
give a reason.

When the anti-railers invade your neighborhood, ask them if they have done a comprehensive
survey of, say, 50,000 or more homes in West Oahu to find out what those citizens think
about the opportunity to have rail transit.

| then asked anti-rail lady why there has been a marked increase in the number of riders on
the city ferry system.

She said, "Gas prices."
Right. Two words you never hear from the anti-rail lobby.

| asked if she knew there were 800 pass-ups by TheBus drivers in a recent month, most on
routes from the very area the rail transit system's first segment will be built.

She knew a pass-up meant the bus was full and the driver did not stop to pick up waiting
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customers. Her solution: More buses.

TheBus has 525 buses out on our streets now. The first one roars past my house up the hill at
the end of Lunalilo Home Road at 5:20 a.m. and the last one clears the area at 1:10 a.m.

Oh yes, the full-page anti-rail ad in last Sunday's paper mentions there is no planned
widening of the H-1 to accommodate growth in Leeward Oahu. There are already five lanes
on both sides in some areas. What do these people want, five more lanes on each side?

Didn't Los Angeles try building freeway after freeway on top of freeway? Now there are
leaders there who look forward and have started a rail system that should reach 400 miles by
2020.

If you have lived here as long as | have (the Pali Tunnels weren't open when | arrived), you
are aware of the hatchet job done on Mayor Frank Fasi's attempt to build a mass transit
system that set this city back 20 years.

If it weren't for a myopic few, some of whom are still around, the city would be looking at
extensions to either Mililani/\Wahiawa, the university or Waikiki now instead of trying to lay the
first rail.

Think carefully about family, friends and fellow workers who have to battle a worsening traffic
problem every day before signing any petition that will adversely affect their lives.

Better yet, ask the anti-rail people if they care about the citizens this system will serve.

Al Chase, a retired Star-Bulletin sports writer, lives in Hawaii Kai.
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congestion.

Leaders of the two pro-rail organizations say they have been frustrated with recent coverage
by the news media of Stop Rail Now, a nonprofit organization hoping to collect 45,000
signatures by Aug. 1 to place a question on the November ballot to block the project.

"The last thing we want to do is give the public the impression that the anti-rail minority is a
majority," said Ron Taketa, financial secretary and business representative for the Carpenters
Union, the largest construction union in the state with about 5,900 members.

Dan Douglass, a Stop Rail Now organizer, said he expects more advertisements countering
their movement in the coming weeks. "That means we're making a difference," he said
yesterday.

The purpose of the union's two commercials is to "dispel" messages promoted by Stop Rail
Now, Taketa said.

The union contends that government has always paid for facilities and services all over Oahu,
including the H-3 freeway. It also disputes comments that a steel wheel on steel rail system is
noisy and says that steel systems are used all over the country.

The union has bought at least 260 commercial spots per month for three months that will air
during prime-time morning and evening shows and sporting events. Taketa declined to give
the total cost of the advertisements, though the total could add up to hundreds of thousands
of dollars.

For example, KITV 4 charges about $750 for a 30-second commercial during prime-time
television hours during the summer, according to its vice president for sales, Bill Gaeth. The
union's commercials are scheduled to run until the end of the summer, and television ads by
Support Rail Transit are set to start tonight.

The state's largest public relations firm, McNeil Wilson Communications, created Support Ralil
Transit about two weeks ago after receiving messages from groups and individuals angered
over Stop Rail Now's campaign, said one of the company's principals David Wilson.

Wilson said he does not have an exact figure on money spent on the radio advertisements
but estimates the group has spent about $5,000 so far. He also declined to say which
organizations and individuals are associated with Support Rail Transit.

"The anti-rail side also neglects to say their solution will make you pay twice," the group's
radio advertisement says. "First, the toll road would be built with your tax dollars, but you
wouldn't be able to drive on them unless you pay a toll each way. And that's after you spend a
fortune filling up your car."

Stop Rail Now spent $20,000 recently to insert a petition in MidWeek, a sister publication of
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the Star-Bulletin, and two-full page ads in the Star-Bulletin.

Douglass said the group has received several thousand petitions after these advertisements,
bringing their total to about 20,000 signatures as of yesterday.
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time, resumed after the O'ahu Island Burial Council voted to allow the developer to move those 11 remains.
When workers went to remove the initial remains, more burials were discovered.

The finished project is to include a Whole Foods Market, a 17-story apartment building, retail shops and a parking garage at the
diamondhead end of Auahi Street. The Whole Foods Market, which was to open at the end of this year, was slightly delayed
and is now set to open in January. In addition, construction of the 218-unit rental apartment building is on hold following a state
decision that 30 remains must be preserved in place. Thirty unearthed remains were recently reinterred in a nearby central
burial area.

General Growth is looking at redesign options that will allow the apartment project to proceed, said Jan Yokota, General
Growth's vice president of development. Developers need to be prepared for added costs and delays when dealing with
archaeological sites in a culturally sensitive way, she added.

"It's often difficult to know in advance" what will be found underground, Yokota said. "It typically happens that it's during the
construction process that you encounter the iwi.

"One thing that's important for all developers is to know, as best as they can, (is) to do as much proactive research initially and
to continue to work with the families (if iwi are found)," she said.

Consultations

Mayor Mufi Hannemann's office didn't respond to questions last week asking what the city will do if it encounters burials or
archaeological items during construction of the rail system.

If iwi are found, they may be preserved in place, if there's flexibility in the rail's construction design, according to the city's 2006
environmental consequence report. Any human remains impacted by the rail project would be handled within applicable state
and federal laws, the report said.

The report said the city will consult with the O'ahu Island Burial Council and the state Historic Preservation Division about the
project's impacts on archaeological resources.

The Historic Preservation Division operates under the Department of Land and Natural Resources. The division said it
responds to approximately two to three inadvertent discoveries statewide each week, and is involved in up to 250 burial cases
annually. The division is charged with preserving and maintaining cultural sites, including management of burial sites more than
50 years old. The O'ahu Island Burial Council makes recommendations on how to handle inadvertent finds of burials on the
island.

Factors that have been considered when deciding whether to preserve human remains in place include whether descendants
can be located, the concentration of burials and the timing of the discovery of remains.

The Historic Preservation Division said it is in preliminary discussions with the city and project consultants regarding potential
cultural and historic resources along the route.

"As the discussions are preliminary because the route has not been definitely determined, we have not made any determination
as to the effect of the corridor on historic or cultural sites," the division wrote in an e-mail to the Advertiser.

According to the city's preliminary research, the lwilei-to-Waikiki portion of the train route has the greatest potential for
impacting archaeological resources because of the area's intensive land use through pre-contact and historical times.
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Luxury driving is dying
To be sure, local truck and SUV dealers are also feeling the pain.

Mike McKenna, owner of Mike McKenna Windward Ford, said he used to sell anywhere from 35 to 40 new trucks a month at
his Kailua lot. Last month, he sold seven.

Given the low trade-in value, many truck owners are parking their rigs in their garages and doing most of their driving with a
smaller sedan, McKenna said.

Buyers, meanwhile, can't get enough of more fuel-efficient cars and hybrids. McKenna said sales of Ford Focus and the
smaller Ford Explorer SUV have done well at his dealership in recent months.

" wouldn't say there's a max exodus (from trucks and SUVs) but there has been a significant decline in value," added Greg
Lelesch, special projects manager at Aloha Auto Auction in Mapunapuna. "People want fuel economy."

Sales of large commercial trucks also are hurting.

Conrad Feltro, manager of Trucks, Cars and Equipment in Mapunapuna, said sales of large flat-bed trucks, box trucks and
other commercial vehicles were down about 30 percent last month because of soaring fuel prices and worries about the local
economy among contractors and other large business customers.

"The guys who carry big trucks are hurting now," said Aaron Campbell, owner of E Cars Hawaii, who operates a used-car lot in
‘Aiea and sells cars on consignment through the Internet.

Luxury frucks and SUVs, such as the Hummer, are probably the biggest victims of that shift.

Sales of Hummers, once a symbol of conspicuous consumption, are off more than 18 percent so far this year, according to
figures compiled by the Hawaii Automobile Dealers Association.

Nationally, the decline is steeper, and General Motors Corp. earlier this month said it is reviewing its Hummer brand for
possible sale or revamping.

One Kailua resident said she's been trying to sell her 3-year-old Hummer H2 for several months but hasn't gotten any offers.
The owner, who declined to give her name, said she bought the vehicle new but can't afford the gasoline bills for a ride that
gets only 10 to 12 miles per gallon.

"| can't even give it away," she said.
Tipping point at pump

Peter Flachsbart, a University of Hawai'i professor, believes that consumer spending patterns hit a major turning point when
gasoline prices rose above $4 a gallon.

Flachsbart, a professor in the Department of Urban and Regional Planning, said local and national polls seem to indicate that
consumers are more willing to trade in, sell or downsize their gas-guzzling automobiles in recent months.
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the rail issue on the ballot for public vote, especially when his ad is full of lies," said Dennis Callan, co-chairman of
the group.

Earlier this year, several City Council members criticized the Hannemann administration for spending hundreds of
thousands of dollars on public relations for the project, which the administration says is required under federal
guidelines.

Hannemann, who has no strong contender in sight in his re-election campaign this year, has raised more than $2
million in campaign funds. According to Barbara Wong, executive director of the state Campaign Spending
Commission, Hannemann's use of the funds is legal because candidates can use campaign funds for issues
related to the office they are seeking.

Hannemann's campaign aides declined to comment on the advertisements, saying the mayor wants to address the
issue when he returns today from a business trip to Miami.

In recent weeks, the state's largest construction union, the Hawaii Carpenters Union, and a newly formed group
called Support Rail Transit have spent hundreds of thousands of dollars on advertisements countering messages
supporting the petition to stop the project.

Stop Rail Now has until Aug. 1 to collect nearly 45,000 signatures needed to place a question on the ballot that
says, "Honolulu mass transit shall not include trains or rail transit." It has collected about 25,000 signatures so far.

Hannemann's advertisement directs readers to the Web site of Support Rail Transit, a nonprofit organization
formed about three weeks ago by a large public relations firm, McNeil Wilson Communications.

David Wilson, one of the company's principals, said McNeil Wilson is not a part of the mayor's re-election
campaign and started the group after hearing from pro-rail community members concerned with the petition
initiative. Wilson declined to release the names of the individuals associated with the pro-rail group.
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have gone out of their way to make navigating roads as difficult as possible to ensure traffic congestion is as
unrelieved as possible to justify funneling available tax dollars and more in the heavy rail project," he said.

In a written statement, Wayne Yoshioka, director of the city Department of Transportation Services, said the city
has been instrumental in supporting carpooling programs for decades. Yoshioka said the city supports improving
public transportation, including light rail, "which studies show is the best solution for reducing traffic congestion."

Those who violate the minimum occupancy rule face a penalty of $75 for their first offense and up to $200 for
repeat offenses.
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prices at any time in recent months, a period in which prices have breached a record set in 2005 and
now reach new heights almost daily.

"l think our last decrease was around September of last year. Since then it's been a steady increase,"
said Robinson, who noted he has never seen anything like this stretch of price increases in his 30 years
in the business.

Robinson also thinks traffic has thinned, noticing there is less traffic when he leaves his station near
Honolulu Airport at 5 p.m. and heads for his home in East Honolulu. He said there is less stop-and-go
traffic and he is at highway speeds more of the time. As such, he's getting better mileage in his Ford
Explorer.

"It seems like there's less people on the roads," Robinson said.

The recent gasoline price increases mean most people are having to carve out a bigger portion of their
budgets for gasoline. Compared with a year ago, a driver who travels 8,000 miles a year in a car getting
20 miles a gallon is having to pay $389 more annually for gas. That's on top of the $1,357 the motorist
was already paying.

fuel tax revenue down

The Advertiser analysis of tax department data involved looking at gallons sold by distributors and
reported to the state. The period covered November 2007 to March 2008, when prices started marching
upward. During that time, the total amount sold fell to 169.4 million gallons from 198.5 million in the
same period a year ago. Data weren't available for more recent months when price records were set.

While there are questions about the accuracy of the tax department's numbers on gallons sold — they
can swing dramatically month to month because of reporting vagaries — there is no question that state
fuel tax revenues are off by double-digit percentages. During the five-month period, the fuel tax take fell
to $53.8 million.

That was $7.1 million less than the same period a year earlier and has implications for roadway repairs,
because much of the money is transferred to a special fund used by the state Department of
Transportation.

Other data also point to a decline in driving. Traffic counters set up by the state Transportation
Department on H-1 Freeway at the Halawa Interchange came up with a daily average of 124,903
vehicles traveling in both directions in March.

That was almost 19 percent below counts at the interchange a year earlier.

At TheBus, sales of monthly passes were up 4.3 percent through the first four months of the year. Bus
drivers also have commented that traffic seems lighter, said J. Roger Morton, TheBus chief executive
officer.

Last week, Morton played golf in 'Ewa Beach with three others. Usually, the foursome meets at the
course. This time, they convened in town and car pooled to the course.

Robinson said he is hearing more about people car pooling and notes that people are talking about
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recently announced it has a new president, Jamie Story, who worked for the Texas Public
Policy Foundation, which describes itself as a nonprofit research institute.

Hannemann links Story to Wendell Cox, a public policy consultant based in St. Louis who has
expressed opposition against Honolulu's project.

"There is a direct linkage from the Grassroot Institute of Hawaii, Hawaii Highway Users
Alliance to ultra-right-wing conservative organizations that has been fighting mayors all over
the U.S. on rail, and they are here in Hawaii," Hannemann said yesterday during the interview.

All three local rail critics denied Hannemann's assertions, calling them "ridiculous," saying
they have not accepted any money from mainland companies.

"We have not received a penny that we did not raise locally," said Slater, a vocal critic of the
20-mile rail system from Kapolei to Ala Moana.

"l think he's scared he's losing the project,” said Prevedouros, a University of Hawaii
engineering professor who is considering running for mayor.

Story, who moved to Hawaii in March, said the organization has not accepted funds from oil
or automobile companies.

Slater said he has given a "substantial" amount to help Stop Rail Now, which spent $20,000
on ads promoting its petition to place a question on the November ballot that would stop the
project.

Hannemann, who has pushed aggressively for this project and remains determined to begin
construction next year, said he is "not worried at all" about Stop Rail Now succeeding in
attaining the nearly 45,000 signatures needed to bring the issue to a vote.
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city clerk's office maintains Stop Rail Now will need at least 44,525 signatures to qualify for the November ballot.

The group's backers include retired businessman Cliff Slater, Charley's Taxi President Dale Evans and Panos Prevedouros, a
University of Hawai'i transportation engineering professor and president of Hawaii Highway Users Alliance.

Stop Rail Now argues the public has a right to vote on whether the city should proceed with what would be the largest public
works project in state history. They want the city to explore nonrail road-construction projects that can reduce traffic congestion.
So far the group says it has collected about 30,000 signatures and $30,000 in contributions.

Rail proponents contend the public has had a say on the rail project via elected representatives, extensive hearings and talk-
story sessions.

Anti-rail groups are arrayed against a host of parties pushing for the project including the city, construction trade unions and
real estate developers.

"They are fighting the battle right now to try and prevent us from collecting signatures,” said Dennis Callan, co-chairman of Stop
Rail Now. But, "We're determined. We suspect that we've got 55 percent (of people) in our favor and the other side has got 45
percent. That's just a wild guess.”

It's difficult to predict the outcome if the rail project were placed on the ballot. No major scientific polls have measured opinion
on the project.

In terms of funding, the pro-rail groups seem significantly ahead of the anti-rail groups. The city spent $1.4 million in taxpayer
money from August 2005 through February 2008 on public relations and outreach efforts. Hannemann, who's running for re-
election, had $1.91 million in campaign cash as of Dec. 31. So far, no well-known candidate has stepped forward to run against
Hannemann, giving the mayor the option of using his campaign money to support rail.

The Hawaii Carpenters, with 7,800 members, declined to disclose how much they are spending on their 280 pro-rail ads on TV.
Ron Takeda, the carpenters business representative, said the ads are aimed at countering extensive media attention provided
to Stop Rail Now.

The union acknowledged that the rail would provide significant economic opportunities for members. That, in turn, is good for
the state, Takeda said.

"Certainly skilled tradesmen would get a lot of that work," he said. "You can't have a sick construction industry and a healthy
economy."

another option

The rail opponents have a fallback if they fail to reach their goal of 45,000 signatures by Aug. 4. That deadline is only the date
necessary for getting on the November ballot. Stop Rail Now organizers have said, even if they miss that deadline, they will
continue to collect signatures. If they get the required number of signatures after Aug. 4, the city would be required to hold a
special election on rail.

The results of rail-related ballot issues on the Mainland varies even within the same community.

For example, in 1999 Dade County Florida voters rejected a sales-tax increase for expansion of the Metrorail system. Three
years later voters approved a tax hike for transit. Similarly, Phoenix voters rejected a sales-tax increase for light-rail transit in
1997. In 2000 voters approved a tax increase for the project. In 2004 Phoenix voters also approved expanding the system.
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More and more people in Honolulu are discovering this and leaving their cars at home and turning to mass transit.
From a transportation agency perspective, highways are expensive to construct and expensive to maintain. The
HHUA column itself discusses the need for pavement management. Building more roadways increases this cost.

» Distortion No. 3 -- Tolls will cover the construction and maintenance costs for an elevated, reversible toll
highway.

Not true. In evaluating toll roads as part of the Alternatives Analysis process, we estimated that charging a peak
hour toll of $6.40 would generate only enough revenue to pay for maintenance and operating costs and 23 percent
of the debt service payments on the bonds needed to pay for construction of the facility. This means that 77
percent of the construction cost of the toll highway needs to come from somewhere other than tolls.

» Distortion No. 4 -- Buses and taxis are a more efficient way to move people.

The plain and simple fact is that a single train can move 300 people -- the equivalent of six buses or between 250
and 300 cars. A rail line with a single track in each direction can carry the equivalent of a six-lane freeway. Putting
Honolulu's rail line on a dedicated, elevated guideway means passengers will know, every time, exactly when they
will arrive at their destination. The concepts for HHUA's proposed elevated roadway all assume that vehicles will
come back down to grade, mixing with at-grade traffic, and contributing to and being affected by the traffic
congestion and the unpredictable delays that occur on the street network.

Rail transit is good for mobility, good for the environment, good for the economy, good for communities and good
for all of Oahu's families. Honolulu's rail transit project is an investment in our future that enjoys the full support of
Hawaii's congressional delegation, comes with the pledge of $900 million in federal funding from the head of the U.
S. House Committee on Transportation and is recognized by the head of the Federal Transportation Administration
as one of the best projects in the country.

Unlike the anti-rail critics, those of us who support rail transit aren't against highways, or cars, or taxis or buses.
We're simply for transportation choices that are reliable, predictable, environmentally sustainable and economically
sound.

Wayne Yoshioka is the director of the city Department of Transportation Services.
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mayor says rail is "what most people feel is the best choice" but he says that he will do everything possible to
oppose putting rail on the ballot. If most people really did feel rail was the best choice, the mayor would welcome a
vote to validate his choice of a multibillion-dollar rail project.

We are not against public transit -- on the contrary we believe there are better, less expensive and more
environmentally friendly ways to move people. Stoprailnow.com believes the rail plan was flawed from the very
beginning because it focused on rail to the exclusion of other solutions. The scheme will neither improve the
commute nor offer a viable mass transit alternative.

Hundreds of thousands of dollars are being spent to sway public opinion on a rail system that by the city's own
analysis increases transit trips by a mere 2 percent.

Meanwhile the city reckons that congestion on the H-1 will only continue to worsen. Why spend $5 or 6 billion on a
project that will have no discernable impact on highway congestion? And rail is an energy hog compared to bus
mass transit and carpools.

We believe the study completed by Panos Prevedouros, a distinguished professor of traffic and transportation
engineering at the University of Hawaii, deserves consideration. Prevedouros has come up with the most in-depth
analysis of traffic congestion on Oahu which includes complex simulations of the benefits of rail, HOT Lanes and
tunnels. This study didn't cost taxpayers a penny.

We believe the study is far more informative than the mayor's multimillion-dollar "Alternatives Analysis," and offers
a solution that reduces congestion on a large scale, for about one-fifth the cost of the city's program. This
alternative solution calls for new elevated lanes for express bus, vanpool and carpools, bypassing the Leeward
congestion without extending any elevated portion through central Honolulu. Many other alternative road
improvements, also part of this engineering plan, have been completely ignored by the city.

Instead of considering Prevedouros' detailed report, the mayor instead unleashed a barrage of propaganda
through his proxies. In doing so, Mayor Hannemann not only denies citizens the benefit of a masterfully designed
solution to a real problem, but drastically squelches public discourse.

In contrast to the million-dollar-plus TV advertising, public relations and print ads spent by the pro-rail juggernaut,
SRN is an all-volunteer organization that has to date spent about $30,000 -- most of it on one Midweek ad.

Stoprailnow.com, with its growing number of volunteers, has been collecting about 1,000 signatures each day but
more signatures are needed to reach our goal of putting the issue on the ballot.

We believe Oahu residents should have the opportunity to vote on mass transit -- the largest public works in the
history of our state.

Dennis Callan, a tour manager and president of Hawaii Geographic Society, and Michael Uechi, a urologist practicing in
Honolulu, are founders of Stop Rail Now.
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