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Darin
Miyashiro

HI
96797
mdarin@gmail.com

Email
Website

11/03/2008

Suggestion:

To help pay for the maintenance of the rail..Sell advertisement..billboard
type that can be put on the outside of the trains also at the train stations.
Also, put in flat screen monitors inside ot the train and sell commercial
time and also Public announcements such as "Sunset at the beach,
Taste of Honolulu, Blood Drive, Toys for Tots, UH Football information".
Also, private industry can place their commerical time. You have the
consumer's complete attention on the train for 30 to 45 minutes. Maybe
even free wi-fi.

Lot of potential this TRAIN system!!
Lot of new businesses will be good around the train station!

Aloha
Yes
Draft EIS Comment

AR00056869
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Charles

Scott

Citizen

566 Ahina Street

Honolulu

HI

96816
cscott@aloha.com
734-3028

Both
Website

11/02/2008

| think it is ridiculous for a city the size of Honolulu to attempt this
project- it is too costly for the size of our city. Already, annual property
tax collections for the past several years have increased several
hundred per cent greater than ability of people to pay (cost of living
increase). For example, r.p. tax collections for fiscal year 2007-08
increased 23.4% while cost of living went up 4.9%!!! The three previous
years the increases were similar. (Tax Foundation of Hawaii figures).
How can we possibly take on the high coast of building & maintaining
the rail system???? It is all about City politics and satisfying the
unions!!!!

Yes

Comment/Suggestion

ARO00056870
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Jane
Miho

P.O. Box 1719
Pearl City
HI

96782
janemiho@yahoo.com

Both
Website

11/02/2008

| am for the Rail. You must show the public the BIG PICTURE. World &
National economy is down turning. Good or Bad: 1) If we don't get it
now, future price tag will be over $10B. 2) Rail will curb & help Oahu
economy for the next recessionary 5-years. 3) This will create jobs here
for the people. This Has to be Advertised Heavily & Promoted. Simiple

Thought will Sell!!

Providing Information
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Toyama
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Gensuke@hawaii.rr.com
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11/02/2008
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Submission Content/Notes : Election Day is Coming up and I've taken my time to make my decision.
Right now I'm very much against Rail Transit because, based on both
Stop Rail and Support Rail advertisements, | believe that the people in
charge of the project have no clue what they're really doing.

This mainly stems from the fact that the Support Rail advertisements
don't address some of the more serious issues, such as space usage
and environmental concerns. All the Support Rail advertisements (As
well as their website) really say is "Anti-Rail Protesters are wrong
because Rail technology works in Seattle".

After reviewing this site I've gotten a much clearer image of what the Rail
project will be like. | approve of the idea of using elevated railways, that
being the only practical way | believe it will work. However | am very
concerned about how you plan on integrating more eco-friendly
alternative energy sources into the project itself.

Many Advertisements claim that Rail will reduce our dependence on
foreign oil because it will run on electricity, and claim that it will use
solar, wind, and biofuel. However all sources I've been able to locate
don't say HOW the alternative energy sources will be integrated.

As this is the case, | must assume that they will not infact be integrated
and the rail system will have to rely on HECO who, as | understand it,
still generate the majority of Hawaii's Electricity through traditional Oil
Burning means. Am | wrong?

I'm also curious as to:

-Why you have not made the specifics about the Rail Technology being
considered available to the public.

-How we can be sure that the government is going to promptly enact any
promises they make.

-Why you are planning to break ground in 2009, possibly before you are
approved to receive funding.

-Where the money is going to come from if construction begins in 2009
and we can only get government funding by 2011.
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William
Estep

HI
96701
dijitul@yahoo.com

Email
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11/03/2008

| am a support of rail even though | will rarely use it. It will take time for
ridership to reach its peak given the fact that builders and businesses
will adjust to having the rail in Honolulu. However, | see no incentives to
ride these public transits, including TheBus, even if they are near me.
Sure, it is less expensive, but it's not enough to remind people there are
alternative ways of travel.

The City should consider a permit auction or a density compensation fee
for new cars arriving in Honolulu. Cars arriving to the islands should be
limited or controlled. A limited number of new car permits should be
auctioned, and/or fees assessed on each new car sold or arriving in
Honolulu. A one-time cost of, say $500 or $1000, to each car brought to
the islands would encourage resell of existing cars, reduce future traffic
growth, and help encourage those living near the rail systems and bus
systems to use them and dispersing the number of new cars owned by
everyone else.

Providing Information

AR00056874
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Tony
Ho

HI
96706
tho227@yahoo.com

Email
Website

11/03/2008

What would be the hours of operations for the rail. How many trains will
we be initially start with. Is it a two-way rail or one rail. How many
minutes interval during peak hours. What is the speed of the train, how
many minutes does it take to go from end to the other? How much is the
fare? Will a transit pass good for bus, boat, and rail? Will there be
convenient shops planned at each station? Sorry, no time to navigate
your site.

These questions are some that are crucial to the sucess of the rail and |
haven't heard anybody talking about them.

| am in favor of rail but how it is the managed and run makes or breaks
it.
Thanks,

Yes
Draft EIS Comment
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wolfgang
neumann

stop the rail now!!!!
3222 melemele pl

honolulu

HI

96822
wolfneuman@hotmail.com

Both
Website

11/03/2008

no.no.no,
for rail steel to steel 4-5 billion $$$9,
operate in 10 years.

it sucks.

vote no!

vote for bimodal 1.5 billion $$3$ operate in 3 -4 years.

we need a change for government spending.
regards
wolfgang neumann

Yes
Comment/Suggestion
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Submission Content/Notes : A couple of questions...your Q&A section estimates 25,000 cars off the
road each day due to rail. But the reason the highways are crowded is
because everyone has to be in the same area around the same time. So
if you can carry 300 people, or 6000 per hour (again from your Q&A
section) what about the rest of the people who need to be at work at the
same time as those other 6000 people? Don't they still have to drive? so
how can you estimate 25,000 cars off the road if only 4000 cars are off
the road during the time people need to be travelling to work?

Second question...is it legal to have people vote on a rail system if the
eis is provided only a few days before the ballot? If not, then the legal
challenge will end up costing more and the vote will need to happen
again.

Third (and final for now) question...will the ballot issue be on neighbor
island ballots? While the GET increase may have been on Oahu, if you
assume that it does not flow to other counties, that is somewhat short-
sighted (I hope that is not the extent of the reasoning abilities applied to
the rail project). Is the tax increase charged to businesses on the other
islands that purchase goods from Oahu? If so then it would seem to be a
constitutional issue that could be challenged and again delay the project
and or the vote.

(for the record | support the effort to have a rail system although | feel
the current model is not feasible. | wonder if anyone in office would like
to wager or bet their reputation on whether or not it will actually help by
the time it is built?)

thanks...ken
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Submission Type : Question
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RALPH
MIRANDA

98-135 KANUKU ST.

G

AIEA

HI

96701
apache007@yahoo.com
808-429-9718

Email
Website

11/05/2008

: What is the exact plans/location for the rail in Waimalu area... what

areas will be affected... I'm renting right now and if | have to move, don't
know where | need to move to... Is there a map that shows exactly
where the rail will be placed.. and how much of the zoning will be
affected?

Yes
Draft EIS Comment

ARO00056879
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Jimbo
Miura

95060 Kaulua St

Mililani

HI

96789
jimbo777q@hawaii.rr.com
808-2237717

Both
Website

11/05/2008

Pass to Mayor Hannemann, please reconsider the start of rail
construction locations based on this message:

The rail construction should start from the Aloha Stadium to Aloha Tower
first so that people can start using this rail system as soon as possible

while the rest of the system from the stadium to Kapolei is being

completed. Second phase should be from Pearl City to the stadium,

then from Kapolei to Pearl City.

First phase, people can park at the stadium and ride the rails from there.
Second phase, provide express bus to Pearl City since parking will be a

problem.

Being age 70, | sure would like to be alive for a portion of it to be

completed and running.

Mahalo, Jimbo Miura
Yes
Draft EIS Comment

ARO00056880
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Judee
Calaro

HI
96701
judeecalaro@aol.com

Email
Website

11/05/2008

: Can you tell me the exact place for the rails' stop area on Aloha

Stadium. | know by now that my house is not affected since | never got
any letter saying my house will be bought out. It has been sent out to the
affected people already, right?

| live around there, and | am concerned on the impact of the rail,
although | support the rail for Oahu. Please advise.

Yes
Draft EIS Comment

AR00056881
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Giancarlo

Legrand

student

394 lunalilo home road

honolulu

HI

96825
spikeyrocker13@yahoo.com

Email
Website

11/05/2008

: will there be monthly passes?

and if so will thebus work with the railtransit as one?
Yes
Draft EIS Comment

AR00056882



RECORD # 31 DETAILS
Status :

Creation Date :

Creator Affiliation :
First Name :

Last Name :
Business/Organization :
Address :

Apt./Suite No. :

City :

State :

Zip Code :

Email :

Telephone :

Telephone Extension :
Add to Mailing List :
Submission Method :

Other Submission Method :

Submission Date :

Submission Content/Notes :

Reply Requested :
Submission Type :

FOIA (Freedom of
Information Request)
Request :

FOIA Referral Date :
FOIA Response Date :

Action Completed
11/5/2008

Dan
Weissmann

3932 Spencer St

Keller

X

76248
striptees@verizon.net
214-226-4439

Email
Website

11/05/2008

Hi. | am working on a research project and have a question, Can you tell
me why you decided not to build your future rail system partially or
completely underground? The costs of an elevated system seem to be
about the same, and with land at a premium, this at first glance seems

like a more logical choice.

Thanks,
Dan

Draft EIS Comment

AR00056883
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Barbara

Tom

Retired _prev w/ State
753 Kalanipuu St

Honolulu

HI

96825
bltx59@hawaii.rr.com
395-3903

None
Website

11/06/2008

Do you really think rail will cost only 4.8 Billion? | expect my
grandchildren will pay dearly and will not benefit since they will not be
riders and will not work in construction or food service, which | envision
to be the main jobs created.

How many City projects have com in on time and in budget? Whatis the
usual cost overrun? Do you expect cost over estimates for Rail?

| voted againt rail because | think it is too costly but | don't know what the
answer is to traffic. By the way, | suspect your estimate of the fix to
traffic is way over because | don't think rail will ease traffic except in rush
hour and only for the residents of Kapolei and Ewa beach - otherwise
the train will be empty and there isn't much traffic then anyway.

Yes
Draft EIS Comment

AR00056884
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Ginalynn
Garces
Student

215 n king st

1608

honolulu

HI

96817
gina08garces@yahoo.com
2067346501

Both
Website

11/10/2008

Hi this is Ginalynn. | had just moved here about a year ago. | have family
in Kapolei. At times, | spend the night at family member's house in the
westside of Oahu and i feel that something should be done with the
traffic in the mornings, it is horrible, the rail in fact is a good start in
helping reduce the traffic flow. It takes me about 2 or 3 hours to get to
china town in the early mornings.

Yes
Draft EIS Comment

AR00056885
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Carol

Davis

Retired

520 Uluoa Street

Kailua

HI

96734
cjdavis@hawaii.rr.com
262-9867

Both
Website

11/12/2008

| am a retired State worker who is a supporter of rail. When | worked |
heard a lot of comments from mothers of young children who said that
they didn't ride the bus because they needed their cars in case their
children got sick unexpectedly and they needed to get to them quickly. |
recently returned from a trip to Washington, D.C. and rode their great
Metro system. In their Metro brochure on fares and passes | noticed a
"Guaranteed Ride Home" phone number where people can register in
advance for a ride home in case of an unexpected personal emergency
or unscheduled overtime. Has anything like this been discussed in the

planning of the rail system for Honolulu?
Yes
Providing Information

AR00056886
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josalyne

HI
96814

None
Website

11/12/2008

| think routing the initial rail line to the Airport instead of through Salt
Lake is unwise. | would imagine that riders going to/from the airport
would have luggage/baggage, so traveling by rail (or other public
transportation) would be cumbersome and difficult, and people would be
less willing to take public transportation to the Airport. (For instance,
whenever | travel to New York City, Boston, or Washington, DC, | never
take the subway/T/metro from the airport because with luggage it is just
too much of a hassle!) | believe a route through Salt Lake would be more
beneficial initially to service the numerous residents there, and
expansions to include the (more expensive) Airport route could be
decided at a later time.

Draft EIS Comment

AR00056887



RECORD #43 DETAIL

Status :

Record Date :

First Name :

Last Name :
Business/Organization :
Address :

Apt./Suite No. :

City :

State :

Zip Code :

Email :

Telephone :
Telephone Extension :
Add to Mailing List :
Submission Method :

Submission Content/Notes :

Reply Requested :

Initial Action Needed
11/12/2008

Keith

Sasaki

Dependable Hawaiian Express
1130 N.Nimitz Highway
C-105

Honolulu

HI

96817
keith.sasaki@dhx.com
387-0040

Both
Website

I would like like to know if you have already decided on how to bring in
the necessary freight to build this project. | work for a major freight

forwarder and would be interested in assisting in this venture.

Keith Sasaki
Yes

AR00056888
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Young
Kim

94-536 Lumiauau St.
Apt F102

Waipahu

HI

96797
ykim001@hawaii.rr.com
671-2566

Email
Website

11/12/2008
Aloha,

When you look at the route, consider destination rather than origin.

Airport, Hickam and Pearl Harbor route has destination and origin

without making route changes for buses while Salt Lake route is only the
origin. So when the train pulls in to a station with standing room only,
would people there ride the train? | doubt that. However, with a bus ride
to the airport, they can ride the train comfortably to the destination.

Think about this. What was the primary reason for the mass transit rail?

To reduce the traffic from the West side to PUC.

Even though rail was not address in Waipahu Special Area Plan of 1995,

I'll support the Airport Route.

Sincerely,

Young Kim, Resident
Waipahu

Yes
Draft EIS Comment
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Emika
Celshall

HI
96701
emikab@yahoo.com

Email
Website

11/14/2008

Mr. Dacus, of the Mayor's Advisory Committee on Bicycling suggested |
ask you this: | very much would like to commute to and from Aiea and
Honolulu on my bike.

However, it's just not safe to do so; | speak from personal experience.
What I'd like to know is, will the Rail route(s) proposed by the Mayor
include paths or lanes reserved exclusively for bicycles? I'm not talking
about taking a bike on the train, I'm talking about on the road. Will
there be space set aside specifically for bicycle use?

Mahalo,
Emika B. Celshall
Yes

Draft EIS Comment

ARO00056890
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Andrew

Le

808 Geniuses LLC
1365 Uila Street

Honolulu

HI

96818
808geniuses@gmail.com
808-255-8894

Standard
Website

11/15/2008

| was just looking at the rail route from the pdfs on this website and just
wanted to know if there were going to be any more public presentations
for the rail project. Kind of like the neighborhood meetings they have on
Olelo (Ch. 49 on basic cable). My main concern was the current issue to
change the route from the Salt Lake route to the Pearl Harbor/Airport
route, and | just wanted to voice some concern or see what the
reasoning is on both sides of the debate. Basically, I'm all for the airport,
but why Pearl Harbor? There's a much larger population to address in
the Salt Lake area opposed to Pearl Harbor (and the bus ride from
Stadium to Pearl Harbor isn't that long) but at the same time , the airport
makes sense once the Waikiki extension is completed.

And how long until the extensions to Manoa and Waikiki are started
on/completed?

Thanks, and keep up the great work guys.
Yes
Draft EIS Comment
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Dennis

Duarte

self

1720 Dillingham Blvd

Honolulu

HI

96817
dennisd002@yahoo.com
808-845-6004

Both
Website

11/17/2008

How will our property located on Dillingham Blvd be affected? Are you

expecting to condemn some of our property?

Yes
Draft EIS Comment

CS-54 Dennis Duarte.pdf (8 kb)
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Kenneth
Yoshida

1516 Hoolehua Street

Pearl City

HI

96782
kkyoshid@juno.com
808-455-9442

Both
Website

11/17/2008

| have a compromise route which includes part of the Salt Lake and

Airport routes.

Have the route continue from Pearl City/Aiea to the Aloha Stadium (park
& ride) then onto Bougainville Drive and Radford Drive to the Pearl

Harbor Naval Base.

Then onto Nimitz and the Airport.

Yes
Draft EIS Comment
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michael

chu

LP&D Hawaii

126 queen street

306

honolulu

HI

96813
mchu-lpd@hawaii.rr.com
537-4674

Email
Website

11/18/2008

Table 4-1 of the EIS (land use) identifies several hundred acres of extg.
land that needs to be "converted to transportation use." What is
transporation use? Is that a new land use (i.e. zoning) designation? Is
the EIS intended to satisfy land use amendmens where the rail route is
not within an extg. right-of-way?

Yes

Draft EIS Comment
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Ed
Sakai

HI

732-6738

None

Other Telephone

from Deanna

11/10/2008
Recommendation for rail.

Please allow other modes onto rail cars bikes

(yes) ADA scoters (yes) mopeds (no) segways, dedicate 1 car for these.

Draft EIS Comment
No

CS-61 Ed Saiki - Log.pdf (33 kb)
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DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY

COMMANDER
HAVY REGION HAWAN
850 TICOMDERQGA ST STE 110
PEARL HARBOR HI 96B60-5101

113

=]

=
CERTIFIED MAIL NO. 7003 1680 0000 7269 2083 = D

— ¥
Mr. Wayne Yoshicka, Director o g;
Department of Transportation Services o ;i
City and County of Honolulu ~ T
650 South King Street, 2™ Floor ‘ .- *%
Honolulu, HI 96813 i & d

Dear Mr. Yoshiocka:

We recently received a copy of your Historic Resources Technical
Report for the Honolulu High-Capacity Transit Corxidor Project. We
are concerned that the City and County of Honolulu (CCH} has conducted
assessments of Navy properties and evaluated said properties for
National Register eligibility without Navy input. 2Accordingly,
several of the eligibility determinations listed in the Transit
Corrxidor report conflict with determinations upon which Navy
previously received State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO)
concurrence. These include both sites and structures on Navy owned
property at the former Naval Air Station Barbers Point. We maintain
that Navy's National Register for Historic Places {NRHP) eligibility
determinations remain valid and that CCH may not revise these
determinations on Navy’'s behalf.

Navy consulted with the SHPC during development of the 1999
Barbers Point Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC) Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS) and during the 2002 Ford Island Mastex Development
(FIMD) Programmatic EIS. Through these processes, Navy received
concurrence on all Barbers Point NRHP eligibility determinations as
documented in these EISs. Surveys conducted during the 1990z
including our 1237 Phase I Cultural Resources Survey and Inventory
Summary, cultural resource surveys leading up to the 1987 survey, and
the Navy's 1999 Cultural Resources Management Plan formed the
foundation for these consultations.

Az we recently conveyed 499 acres at Barbers Point pursuant to
congressional mandate, we are especially interested in the following
structures on the 4929 acres:

e (Quonset huts 1144, 1149, 1180, 1152, 1153, 1562, and 1570
e Pacilities 5, 77, 128, 476, 477, and 484

With respect to the Quonset huts, Navy determined these Quonset
Huts as "hot eligible” for listing on the NRHP. MNavy operates under i
nationwide Frogrammatic Memorandum of Agreement {PMOA) for World War

AR00056896
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II Temporary Buildings. The Advisory Council for Historic
Preservation (ACHP) and the National Council of 8State Historic
Preservation Officers (NCSHPO) established conditions and stipulations
under which the temporary building demolition program would be carried
out for the Department of Defense. The Navy, SHPO, ACHP, National
Trust for Historic Preservation, Historic Hawall Foundation, and the
Oahu Council of Hawaiian Civic Clubs subsequently signed a 2003
Programmatic Agreement Regarding Navy Undertakings in Hawaii which
recognizes the World War II Temporary Buildings PMOA and addresses
treatment of these Quonset huts. Specifically, the partiles to the
2003 PA will be notified of any adverse action to be taken with
respect to these structures, and the Navy agrees to engage in
discussions to explore preservation options for these structures.

Wavy surveys determined facilitiesg 5, 77, 128, 476, and 477 as
*not eligible” for WRHP listing. HNavy also considers facility 484 as
"not eligible” for NRHP listing because of its association with
facility 128 (radio transmitter facility). WNavy is unaware of any new
information that has surfaced since we received SHPO concurrence on
our site evaluations. Only Bullding 77, which was constructed in
1958, has become 50 years old since cur surveys were conducted.
Despite its age, Building 77 was originally included in our 1997
survey as part of the Cold War Buillding Inventory (Appendix B.II in
Tuggle and Tomanari-Tuggle 1997 Part I} and was determined ineligible
for listing on the NREP.

We request that you revise your report to reflect Navy's
eligibility determinations for the above-listed structures. We plan
to review your Historic Resources Technical Report in more detail with
respect to all Navy property at the former NAS Barbers Point, and we
look forward to receiving your reply related to the 499 acres. We
also intend to send separate correspondence on the proposed corridor
alternatives as they relate to Navy property and operations. Please
contact Mr. John Muraoka, (808) 473-4137 extension 239, if you require
additional information related to historic rescurces.

Sincerely,

MUILENBURG
Captain, CRC, U.S. Navy
Regional Engineer
By direction of the
Commander

ARO00056897
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Lyle
Cady

300 Wai Nani Way

403

Honolulu

HI

96815
loudsound_design@hotmail.com

Both
Website

11/19/2008

| love the idea of a rail transit system on Oahu. However, | feel that the
panel members selecting steel wheel on steel rail: Steve Barsony, Ken
Knight, Henry Kolesar, Ron Tober, made the wrong choice. Would not a
monorail system cost much less and take much less time to build.
Monorails are also much safer, heavy rail systems can and do derail.
Look up DERAILMENT under your favorite Search engine. You won't
find any monorails there. What about Aesthetics? Elevated heavy rail,
the guideway casts a wide shadow and blocks out much more of the
sky.

YES to a Hawaii rail transit system!

NO to steel on steel!

Yes
Comment/Suggestion
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Airport

HI
96816

None
Website

11/20/2008

| believe the rail route should extend to the airport. It doesn't make
sense to build the rail if it doesn't include an airport stop. If it's going to
(finally) be done, it should be done right. And the state should help
finance the project since they will benefit from the rail, especially if it

extends to the airport.

Draft EIS Comment
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Audrey
Barker

Airport

HI
96815

None
Website

11/20/2008

| highly support a rail system and the airport route. | think it'll be easier
to get tourists to not rent a car and use rail, than to get Salt Lake
residents to stop using their car to use rail.

Hawaii is expensive enough to visit, so tourists are trying to cut their
vacation costs wherever they can. | see tourists on the bus every
morning (while I'm commuting to downtown) heading to the airport of
Arizona Memorial or the Swap Meet. These tourists don't want to renta
car and pay $20/day to park it at their hotel.

| don't think rail should only cater to tourists, but | think tourists will adapt
to using the system a lot faster and appreciate it and reward us
financially for it. Then hopefully, the residents will get of their own cars
and follow!

Draft EIS Comment
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krista
groothuis

91-1052 aeae st.

ewa beach

HI

96706
krista.groothuis@gmail.com

None
Website

11/20/2008

It is important to route the rail through the airport up to University of
Hawaii. As Tourism is one of the largest industries in Hawaii, the rail will
reduce traffic and provide transportation for both visitors and
residents/employees (of the airport). Also important is to route to UH.
As aresident from the Leeward side of the island, | can confirm that
traffic is alleviated when school is out of session. Therefore, |
SUPPORT THE ROUTE TO THE AIRPORT. | don't believe there's
enough demand to travel through Salt Lake.

Yes
Draft EIS Comment
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Kathleen
Fung

Airport

HI
96816

None
Website

11/20/2008

| am pro the airport route as opposed to Salt Lake. Having grown up in
New York and Connecticut, with rail the primary method of public
transportation, | walked to the train station, about 2 miles. It's just easier
than driving and finding and paying for parking in New York City. Salt
Lake residents can walk, bus, bike or drive to pick up the train at the
Lagoon station (be sure there is free parking). We have good weather
here! Not sleet, freezing rain and snow. Be smart! Put it where it will
get the most use and decrease the most traffic. People will adjust to
anything that makes their life cheaper and easier. The Salt Lake
residents will adjust to picking up their train a few miles away. Adult
commuters where | grew up, took their "station car", a cheap, get around
car, 15 - 20 minutes to the station, picked up the train for the 60 minute
ride to New York, and walked to their offices. It's what you do when you
live or work in a crowded city. We are no different. It's just not yet
second nature to us. The airport route has the potential to service a
much wider population.

Draft EIS Comment
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cameron
hamp

HI
96789
cameron41085@yahoo.com

Email
Website

11/20/2008
| have a few questions the first being,

What kind of security will be provided at the parking lots at the rail
stops?

If current "road work" creates congestion now, how much more would a
full scale project affect traffic? And what hours would the labor be done?

| have seen State "projects” and generally they take 2-3 more years than
originally planned and fail to meet the budget consistently. Are there any
guarantees that this project timeline would be met?

All of this is built on the assumption that the train would be full? Again
are there any guarantees, or incentives to use the train, otherwise | say
this, oh someone else is going to take it | can drive. The idea that other
people will say will someone else will do it similar to the philosophy of
recycling...if i dont do it someone else will.

Yes
Draft EIS Comment
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Ken
Yoshida

1516 Hoolehua Street
Neither

Pearl City

HI

96782
kkyoshid@juno.com
808-455-9442

Both
Website

11/20/2008

Here is a compromise route.

Have the rail continue from Pearl City/Aiea on the Salt Lake route with a

stop at Aloha Stadium (park & ride).

Then onto Bouganville with at stop at the old Costco (park & ride).

Then onto Radford Drive and continue on the airport route with at stop at

Pearl Harbor.

| submitted this compromise route on 11/17/08 via email and have yet to

receive a response or acknowledgement.

| would appreciate a confirmation when you receive my email.

Mahalo,

Ken Yoshida
Yes
Draft EIS Comment
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Calvin
Oshiro

HI
96706
calvin@himce.biz

None
Website

11/20/2008

| believe the rail should go the airport instead of Salt Lake. It just makes
more sense. | will use the system when flying off island, but not if |
needed to transfer my baggage to another train i.e. if route goes to Salt
Lake. The city shouldn't allow one city council member to scew a good

thing for the majority.

Draft EIS Comment
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Richard
Mori

94 742 Kaaka Street
Waipahu
HI

96797
supa8hi@gmail.com

Both
Website

11/20/2008

In the DEIS it indicates that the rail will have drivers in the trains. They
should be fully automated to save on Operations and Maintenance. This
will only cost more in overall operations and the City will have to find
new funding sources if you keep adding more overhead to the project.

Yes
Draft EIS Comment
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Honolulu

HI

96815
mar_fsi@hotmail.com

None
Website

11/20/2008

The referndum passed, so take the time to plan the most critical and
cost efficient lines/stations for the economic and environmental health of
Honolulu. Include the airport, UH - Manoa, and Waikiki in the first
tranche of construction. The taxpayers will reap the best return for their
investments in terms of ridership and increased tourist dollars. The
allure of rapid transit from the POE (airport) to the final destination
(Waikiki) for visitors can not be underestimated. A spur to UH - Manoa
is also a no-brainer. Students crave fast, affordable transportation, with
the benefit of no parking hassles. Build this transit system the right way
- from the start!

Yes
Draft EIS Comment
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John

Johnston
Shinseido Therapy
55 S. Kukui St.
Airport

D 2102

Honolulu

HI

96813
john@shinseidotherapy.com
265-6477

Both
Website

11/21/2008

100% behind the airportroute! Let's get started.

Already too much talking.
Thank you,

john
Yes
Providing Information
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HArry
Huyler

147 Oko St

3

Kailua

HI

96734
hwhuyler@yahoo.com
8084383212

None
Website

11/21/2008

Rail and What Is The Cost from Year 1 to 10.

First, we the public need to see a published, in the local week-end
newspapers, counting of the votes for and against RAIL. The pure
number count of voters who were FOR and those AGAINST.

Second, the public needs to see, published in the local week-end
newspapers, the complete costs of the STEEL ON STEEL rail system,
from year 1 through year 10. All involved costs AND all projected
sources and amount of funds projected to be received to fund the costs.
Third, the current route, which does not include the AIRPORT, seems to
be politically motivated, therefore an ECONOMIC ANALY SIS must be
provided to the public, in the local week-end newspapers, showing the
advantages and disadvantages of all possible routes, including
AIRPORT & SALT LAKE .

Fourth, what is the future plan to provide similar service to all parts of
Oahu. If there is no plan, WHY ISN'T THERE A PLAN, are we not as
important as citizens on the current proposed route?

Fifth, who are the BUSINESS proponents fort the current RAIL system,
what amount of have they contributed to any Hawaii Legistive members
campaigns or operating expenses, AND what plans do those businesses
have for improvements in areas currently committed to being train
stations/stops/loading-unloading?

Yes
Draft EIS Comment
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David

Brown

AIT Taipei

4170 AIT Taipei Place
Salt Lake

Dulles

VA

20189
Brownde22@yahoo.com

Both
Website

11/22/2008

| am temporarily living in Taiwan, but own property in Salt Lake. | am
very upset that there was a vote on the rail project where the agreed
route had been through Salt Lake. However, within hours of the public's
Nov 4 vote endorsing the rail project, certain city council members were
proposing to change the route -- including one who had fought tooth-
and-nail against the entire project. The mayor and the council members
are supposed to be the people's servants. This sudden switch was a
betrayal. They should go back to the route endorsed earlier by both the
Council and the people -- i.e. the Salt Lake route.

When the system is built out in the future, perhaps an airport spur could
be added.

thanks.
Yes
Draft EIS Comment

David Brown
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Airport

HI
96818

None
Website

11/24/2008

| voted against rail but since we have to move ahead let's do it right and
go the airportroute. It's a no- brainer, more riders and revenue. Salt

Lake make very little sense at all.

Draft EIS Comment
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RECORD #89 DETAIL

Status :

Record Date :
Creator Affiliation :
First Name :

Last Name :

Business/Organization :

Address :

Alternative Preference :

Apt./Suite No. :

City :

State :

Zip Code :

Email :

Telephone :
Telephone Extension :
Add to Mailing List :
Submission Method :

Other Submission Method :

Submission Date :

Submission Content/Notes :

Reply Requested :
Submission Type :

FOIA (Freedom of
Information Request)
Request :

FOIA Referral Date :
FOIA Response Date :
Attachments :

Initial Action Needed
11/24/2008

Other

Sharon

MacQuoid

411 lliaina Street
Airport

Kailua

HI
96734

None
Website

11/24/2008

| support the route that stops at the airport and believe that we need a

parking structure in that area to assist Windward residents.

Draft EIS Comment

CS - 89 MacQuiod.pdf (1 kb)
DTS Comment Response Ltr.pdf (22 kb)
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Kimball
University of Hawaii

Neither

Honolulu

HI

96822
dkimball@hawaii.edu

None
Website

11/24/2008

Hopefully this has been considered, or is being considered as an option.
To have the rail run through Salt Lake, but with a spur down through
Mapunapuna to service the airport? The Salt Lake route will cost less,
and service the locals. The spur will service locals and the visitors. Of
course getting the visitors into Waikiki w/out them having to pick up a car
at the airport will have great results in reducing the number of cars in H1.

Yes
Draft EIS Comment
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Kaimi
Judd

HI
96813
kaimijudd@hotmail.com

Email
Website

11/24/2008

The sequence of construction and operability should begin at the highest
congestion point and where the short commutes will help at first -
whether it be downtown or somewhere near it. Construction should
continue to head out in both directions towards UH and especially out
west. It should DEFINITELY have a stop at the airport. The stops
should also be integrated with bus stops that have short circulations
through the general area of the stop.

See other successful systems such as BART that have built in stages -
they follow the same sequence of starting construction and operability at
the heart of the traffic and not out on the edges.

Yes
Draft EIS Comment
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Paulette A.

Tam

concerned resident
P O Box 4787

Kaneohe

HI

96744
ptam1861@yahoo.com
247-2725

Both
Website

11/24/2008
Aloha,

Even though | do not live on the leeward side of Oahu, | support the
Draft EIS in its entirety and feel the steel on steel rail transit system
should be built as soon as possible from Kapolei through the airport to
Ala Moana Center.

| can see myself catching the bus to Ala Moana Center and riding the rail
transit to Kapolei and back in the event | get a job or move out to that
area.

Thank you for your time.

Aloha,

Paulette A. Tam

concerned Kaneohe resident and former Kaneohe Neighborhood
Member 1989-2006.

Yes
Draft EIS Comment
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SL

SUEN

HING HANG TRADING GROUP LLC
1021 SMITH ST.

210

HON

HI

96817
S_SUENS@YAHOO.COM
5366422

Both
Website

11/24/2008

PROVIDING MORE MAP DETAILS AND DESCRIPTIONS ON EACH
ALTERNATIVE OF SALT LAKE ROUTE AND AIRPORT ROUTE FOR
THIS PROPOSED RAIL TRANSIT SYSTEM ON THIS ISLAND
COMMUNITY. HAVE THANKSGIVING.

Yes
Draft EIS Comment
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Taryn
Wong

HI
96744
kerotw24@hotmail.com

Email
Website

11/24/2008

| am totally against the rail system. Itis too expensive, will take too long
to build, and will ruin our island. Hawaii does not even allow billboard
signs and they want to put a rail up across our skyline? What are we
going to do about traffic NOW until the year 20307 This is nota
federally funded project, so how is Hawaii going to pay for this?
Shouldn't we use the state money for our public schools?

Yes
Draft EIS Comment
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Rock
Tang

1448 Young Street

603

Honolulu

HI

96814
rocktang@excite.com

Both
Website

11/24/2008

Kudos to re-evaluating the Airport route. Given that we have 4.5 million
visitors a year to Honolulu and numerous resident trips, it seem intuitive
that we should proceed with an airport to Waikiki route. Let's build
something our transit savvy guests (Japanese visitors especially) will
want to use and make their trips more enjoyable and make them more

likely to return.

Draft EIS Comment
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Nancy
Campbell

HI
96706
colmenares@hawaii.rr.com

Email
Website

11/24/2008

bl would like you to know that this is a great move for the island. | would
have attended UH or HPU for my masters degree but due to traffic
issues on the island, | had to complete my education online. With this
choice, | did not have to worry about driving and coming home late and

tired with no time to spend with my family.

In addition, this project will open up such great opportunities. | will now
be able to apply for a higher paying job in town and not worry about

traffic while living in the Leeward area. THANK YOU!!!

Whatever routes we start with on this transit plan, is a start. Like Mufi
says, it is something. Keep up the awesome work and | can't wait until

the rail transit extends to EWA BEACH or near the area.

Thank you very much!
Nancy Campbell

Draft EIS Comment

ARO00056919



RECORD # 99 DETAILS
Status :

Creation Date :

Creator Affiliation :
First Name :

Last Name :
Business/Organization :
Address :

Alternative Preference :
Apt./Suite No. :

City :

State :

Zip Code :

Email :

Telephone :

Telephone Extension :
Add to Mailing List :
Submission Method :

Other Submission Method :

Submission Date :

Submission Content/Notes :

Reply Requested :
Submission Type :

FOIA (Freedom of
Information Request)
Request :

FOIA Referral Date :
FOIA Response Date :

Initial Action Needed
11/24/2008

Cary
Haitsuka

95-1174 Anuanu St
Airport

Mililani

HI

96789
haitsukac002@hawaii.rr.com

Email
Website

11/24/2008

| like to say | would prefer the rail go through the airport and to Waikiki
and UH Manoa in the future. Thanks for letting us input our comments

for the rail system. Cary
Yes
Draft EIS Comment
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96778
pukanala@ptd.net

None
Website

11/25/2008

My Opinion: Ten years from now when the keiki's grow up and the
populace has grown the problem will be the same as it is now. When |
see the island chain on the map, it looks like a big band-aid. Change the
driving age? Limit the no. of cars per familly? This deal is all about
money and jobs to keep Hawaii fluid not about alleviating the traffic
problem. If the rail absorbs 22% of the traffic now, what is the
percentage for ten years from now? My guess is it will be ground hog
day.

Draft EIS Comment
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L.
Tomita

94-870 Lumiauau St

A203

Waipahu

HI

96797
tomits@kahala.net

Email
Website

11/25/2008

1. initial route: UH Manoa & Kalaeloa. extension: Ala Moana SC. don't
see Ala Moana SC workers/shoppers at the H-1/H-2 merge at 5 am.
2. why the love affair with Salt Lake? wouldn't more people benefit with

an airport route?

regarding 1. & 2, above: thought the whole rail idea was to serve the

greatest good. the greatest good don't live in Salt Lake. do your

homework!

3. too much focus on initial cost. how much is it going to cost for

upkeep? the C & C of HNL can't even fill potholes. how are we going to

pay for rail maintenance?

Yes
Draft EIS Comment
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Cheri
Michel

Airport

HI
96706
cherimichel@earthlink.net

Email
Website

11/25/2008

| strongly support rerouting the rail system to include the Honolulu
International Airport. To bypass such an integral part of our infrastructure
seems short sighted and irresponsible. After waiting so long to get this
rail system plan moving, please do not allow a political tug-of-war to
impede our ability to take care of our future here on Oahu.

Draft EIS Comment
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Jerry

Lynch

Baywest

4496 Aukai Avenue
Airport

Honolulu

HI

96816
jerrylynch@mac.com

None
Website

11/26/2008

strives to connect it to the Airport.

Draft EIS Comment

: The Airport Option is best for everyone. Every major City with Rail
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Cree

Akana

Private

3515-A Kaimuki Ave

Honolulu

HI

96816
cakana@honolulu.gov
366-4421

Email
Website

11/26/2008

Not exactly sold on the "Rail" but because it has some what been
desided that it will be coming, the airport route will serve a better cause.
If us the "Tax payers" are going to pay for this project, the Airport route
would be my prefered choice.

Most cities in America have there rail system routed in or near the
airport, and for reasons that need no explaination.

My hope is that the City Councel will make the right choice, and for the
greater good of our Island, and not for political reasons.

On a side note this rail project in my personal opinion will not relieve
traffic like its proposed to do. All it does is leaves behind someones
legacy, and adds to ones resume saying that "when | was mayor |
started the rail in Hawaii".

But leaves behind the on going "Bill" that we will have to pay forever.
Suggested thoughts:

Fix and correct our backwards freeways.

Open up our traffic choke points

Middle St. merge

Halawa / Stadium merge

H-2 merge.

Correct on & off ramps to create traffic

flow. ETC.

Mahalo
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Marilyn
Stassen-McLaughlin
Retired teacher
4300 Waialae Ave.
Airport

203-B

Honolulu

HI

96816
macnhnel@lava.net
808732-7605

Both
Website

11/28/2008

| support "Rail," but | feel strongly the route should be along Nimitz to the
airport, via Pearl Harbor. It's senseless to go through Salt Lake. The
airport route would be a convenience residents and tourists alike. We
must plan for therail to UH, also.|l see little sense with Salt Lake. Even if

it's more expensive, please select the airport route.

Draft EIS Comment
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charlie
chang

91-941 Ololani Street

Ewa Beach

HI

96706
creationexistance@yahoo.com

Both
Website

12/01/2008

Portland, Denver, Washington D.C.and Charlotte is not in the middle of
the ocean. | believe | heard on the CD that was sent to me, you are
estimating 200,000 plus more people living on this Island driving
vehicles. If the roads are crowded imaging 200,000 plus people riding
the transit. It doesn't make sense. Then you talk about 11000 jobs and
that is good but what happens after the job is completed? The cost of
everything else goes up, who has to survive the cost of a high economy?
Isn't there enough foreclosures, retired people have to look for another
job, homeless people, welfare people who is able to work but is not
working owning nice cars and boats, and much more issues that will be
affected. There should be a double decker for the freeway where
everyone pays for the road from their own registration. By having the
rail transit we are force to pay for something we may never use.
Remember not everyone will ride the rail transit. This is not feasible and
not fair for (hopefully we still have the middle class around) many
retirees and elderly people. They don't get overtime nor do they get pay
raise to up keep with high cost of living. One day you will be an elderly
person and that is the only time you will realize the rail transit is not good
for Hawaii because we live on a Island. | guess we love to spend other
people money to get what we want. Why should there be a stop at the
statium? The stops should be located from Kapolei to Pearl Harbor,
Airport, Downtown, Waikiki, and Daimond Head. Place where most
tourist will be affected.
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David
Bremer

Mililani

HI
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bremerd001@hawaii.rr.com

None
Website

12/01/2008

For the proposed LCC fixed guideway station, there is no pedestrian
access for communities within walking distances less than a mile from

the station. These include Waikele, Waipahu, and Seaview.

Yes
Draft EIS Comment
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Roy
Higashide

1302 Victoria St.

218

Honolulu

HI

96814
higashideroy@yahoo.com
808-853-8441

Both
Website

12/03/2008

: With the economy as it is and projected to be, couldn't you make it like

how they quickly rebuilt after those California earthquakes and have as
many qualified construction companies build sections with both
incentives and penalties for speed and quality construction? Also
because of the times, what kind of security will be there on the trains as
well as around the stations? Thanks Roy

Yes
Draft EIS Comment
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Brittany
Maae

HI
96826
bmaae@hawaii.edu

Email
Website

12/03/2008

I'm doing a research project for college. Will you please answer the
follow:

1. Is It possible that some how the rail can get damaged? If so where will
the money come from?

2. Are you 100% sure that enough people will even ride the rail, so that
our traffic problem will die down?

3. What types of job will be available?

4. |s rail necessary? If so why?

Yes
Draft EIS Comment
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Daniel-W.

Tiedge

University of Bremen, Germany
Carl-Severing-Str. 28

Bremen, Germany
HI

28329
danitedge@aol.com
+49-177-7781239

Both
Website

12/04/2008
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Submission Content/Notes : Dear Sir or Madam,

| am a 23-year old student writing you from Bremen, Germany, where |
studdy geography at the local university.

| think it is excellent that the Honolulu rail transit project has been
approved by the voters.

| lived and went to high school (McKinley) in Honolulu for a total of 1,5
years. So | am well aware of the traffic problems the city and residents
have to face everyday.

Being an experienced rail-rider and a fan of rail-based mass-transit, |
strongly believe that bringing rail transit to Oahu will be a successful
project.

This Christmas | will be in Honolulu for a period of three weeks. And my
question is now, if is any opportunity to some volunteer-work at your
agency while | am there.

That would be a great way for me to gain some experience abroad as
plan to make my living later on by promoting and planning rail-based
transit in the US.

And may be you could even benefit from me being an experienced rail-
rider.

Mahalo for taking the time to read my message.
Your sincerely

Daniel Tiedge
Reply Requested : Yes
Submission Type : Draft EIS Comment

FOIA (Freedom of
Information Request)
Request :
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FOIA Response Date :
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Gene
Grounds

245 Mahimahi Place

Honolulu

HI

96821
groundsg001@hawaii.rr.com
808-377-5101

Both
Website

12/04/2008

| fully support and accept this EIS. | prefer the airport route over the Salt

Lake route.

Draft EIS Comment
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Melissa
Ching

98-1234 ILIEE PLACE

AIEA

HI

96701
melching@hawaii.rr.com

Both
Website

12/05/2008

You should do Charles K. Djou plan and start at downtown and work
your way to Aiea. Doesn't make sense to go from Kapolei to Waipahu.
Ridership is going to be much greater from going into downtown from
Aiea or Stadium then Kapolei to Waipahu. That way you will be making
money or or at least breaking even on operating costs with high
ridership.

Yes
Draft EIS Comment
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Sean
Ishii

930 Kaheka St

3202

Honolulu

HI

96814
sean_ishii99@yahoo.com

Both
Website

12/05/2008

| believe that rail would work best, that is get the most usage, by going
near the airport not through Salt Lake. | also believe the ridership on the
first segment would be higher if the rail is built nearer to town. It makes
no sense to build it out west first. Lack of use with that train that "goes
nowhere" could cause large financial issues and would increase
taxpayer burden.

Draft EIS Comment
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Laura
Keaton

86-058 Alta St

Waianae

HI

96792
Ikeaton@keatonconsulting.com

Both
Website

12/05/2008

1. Please make sure that the rail cars have space for luggage if the
airport stop is included. Right now, | cannot take the bus to the airport
since it does not allow for luggage.

2. What is the estimated part replacement time for a steel-on steel
system in a salt water climate due to corrosion?

Yes
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S
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235-0423

Standard
Website

12/06/2008
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Submission Content/Notes : December 6, 2008

Department of Transportation Services
City and County of Honolulu

650 S King St, 3rd Floor

Honolulu, HI 96813

RE: Rail related routing of the proposed fixed Rail System
Dear Sirs:

This concerns the inquiry into a feasibility review for the proposed fixed
Rail System. If we must have rail, | suggest that the preferred rail
alignment be the existing 40 feet rail road right-of-way. This entails the
Dillingham’s OR&L right-of-way from the old Iwilei Train Station to the
Leeward coast of Waianae.

Routing of the rail system through out the Ewa Plains (Kapolei-Aiea)
could then be constructed at ground elevation as a possible alternative
verses a costly elevated system.

The rail system should also service the Honolulu Airport Terminals which
will enhance rail ridership. Please note that the lack of ridership of the
elevated rail system in the City of Las Vegas does not serve the
McCarran International Airport and is now under consideration.

Further consideration is requested for your planning review for a
proposed bridge over the Ala Wai canal extending University Avenue
into Waikiki. The bridge primarily will be used for pedestrians and to
include a bus/trolley service or possibly a state of the art light rail system
usage linking Waikiki/Moilili/UH Manoa school campus (i.e. Ft.
DeRussy’s Kuroda Field — UH Campus).

| champion the involvement of a planning team undertaken by the UH
Engineering students/faculty for the development of the conceptional
design for this task and to also include the overall beautification design
implementation of the much needed University Avenue.

Respectfully,

S. Batula

Kaneohe resident
45-247 Kulauli St.
Kaneohe, HI 96744

¢: Charles K. Djou
City Councilman
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ARO00056938



RECORD # 124 DETAILS
Status :

Creation Date :

Creator Affiliation :
First Name :

Last Name :
Business/Organization :
Address :

Alternative Preference :
Apt./Suite No. :

City :

State :

Zip Code :

Email :

Telephone :

Telephone Extension :
Add to Mailing List :
Submission Method :

Other Submission Method :

Submission Date :

Submission Content/Notes :

Reply Requested :
Submission Type :

FOIA (Freedom of
Information Request)
Request :

FOIA Referral Date :
FOIA Response Date :

Initial Action Needed
12/6/2008

karen

nishimura

retired

98-1691 Apala lp.

Aiea

HI

96701
karensaeko@hawaii.rr.com

Email
Website

12/06/2008

| agree with what Dijou has suggested in the Honolulu Advertiser
12/5/08. If the rail project will be done in segments, starting in Pearl City
with parking for the people living beyond the H1/H2 merge makes sense.
The people living beyond the H1/H2 merge will be able to park in Pearl
City and catch the rail to their destination. Also, the idea of having
bicycles to rent or stalls for privately owned bicycles aounds feasible.
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Ron
Suwa

94-1050 Pulelo Street

Waipahu
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rmsuwa@gmail.com

Both
Website

12/06/2008

| think the first section of the rail should be between Pearl City and

Honolulu. | also favor Pearl Harbor/Airport versus Salt Lake.
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Email
Website

12/06/2008

| am totally for the rail system.

Draft EIS Comment
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Kathleen
Ebey

98-1778 Piki St

Aiea

HI

96701
weetrees@hawaii.rr.com

Standard
Website

12/06/2008

| agree with Councilmember Dijou. A rapid transit from Kapolei to
Waipahu will have very little ridership until it is completed to town or
beyond. Why ride it to Waipahu and then have to get on a bus to go the
rest of the way. Just get on the bus in Kapolei, or continue to drive.
However if you start at the "destination" and work backwards, then
people start riding it right away. Take a bus or drive to a point and then
ride the rapid transit to destination. Makes much more sense. And it
also gives tourists an option to get around in the areas they are normally
visiting. Tourists certainly aren't going to use it between Kapolei and
Waipahu. Also, it gets immediate visibility and can gain immediate
support, rather than being in the "boonies" (and | live on the edge of
Aiea and Pearl City!!) where nobody sees it or gets to try it out.

Draft EIS Comment
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Dear Sirs,

| was not a supporter of the HNL Rail Transit, | will yield to the results
of the recent general election. In light of our State's overall economy, |
feel construction of the HNL Rail Transit will create the critical surge the
construction of the HNL Rail Transit will do to stimulate our State's
sluggish economy during this national economic downturn.

It is my opinion that we initiate the construction of the HNL Rail Transit
from Oahu's economic hub, downtown Honolulu. This will provide the
taxpayers of Oahu the most immediate ridership between downtown to
PearlCity and vice versa. This route will have the most immediate
financial re-payment. Secondarily, the airport route can be easily
implemented into this initiate route.

Starting from West Oahu, the ridership impact into downtown Honolulu
will not materialize for an additional 3 - 4 years due to the distance from
downtown Honolulu and the overall cost will be much higher in
comparison to the downtown Pearl City route.

For the above reasons, | favor Councilman Charles Dijou's concept.

Sincerely,
Wayne G.K. Chun
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Brent
Kagawa

91-1120 Puahala Stret

18R

Ewa Beach

HI

96706
ba_kagawa@yahoo.com

Both
Website

12/06/2008
| am in favor of the rail system.

| would like to know the following:

1) plans for police protection for the rail and for each individual station.
2) does the rail plan to run 24/7 and will police protection be provided?
3) are there plans for parking and security for the parking at each
individual station?

Thank you for your time.
Yes
Draft EIS Comment
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Robert
McHenry

1510 Bertram St.

Honolulu
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96816
mchenry@hawaii.edu

Email
Website

12/06/2008

| strongly support the city's rail plan as essential to the future of
Honolulu. Itis long overdue, and the importance of including the airport
in the plans cannot be overstated. Plenty of residents will use the service
when it is available, not just visitors. If this is to remain a liveable city, we
must provide mass transit, as all major urban centers I've visited have
done.

Draft EIS Comment
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Tan

324 ILIMANO Street

Kailua

HI

96734
cleetan@hawaii.rr.com
254-4097

Email
Website
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Yes, let's do it.

There has been enough arguing and complaining.

Let's get this thing started! It's going to cost a lot of money, but we have

a lot of people to share the cost.
Yes
Draft EIS Comment
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Stanley
Nelson

66-080 Waialua Beach Road

Haleiwa
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northshorebill@hawaiiantel.net

Both
Website

12/06/2008

| believe that construction of the project should start in Honolulu and be
built towards the far end terminus. This will permit immediate use by
commuters as segments are completed. | believe the Kapolei-Waipahu
segment which be largely unused until the system is built out to
Honolulu. If the base yard is absolutely critical, then construction should
start at both ends and connect at some point.

| also support the airport route instead of going through Salt Lake. And
the closer the route comes to Pearl Harbor and Hickam, the better.
There are too many workers in the Pearl Harbor/Hickam complex to be
ignored. And the airport and surrounding industrial area are also major
employers.

Finally, If there is any way whatever, the link to UH should be included in
the initial phase. We all are familiar with the signficant reduction of traffic
when UH is not in session. And there are a number of private schools in
the area that further contributes to our traffic problems.

Yes
Draft EIS Comment
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Other

Liz

Crowder

44-096 Keaalau Place

Kaneohe

HI

96744
crowderm@hawaii.edu
808372-2570

Email
Website

12/06/2008

Please advise asap background info on the background of 5
transportation expert panel who supplied with steel-on-steel

recommendation. Who are they? what were their credentials and why
were they qualifed to make a recommendation. | can't seem to find this

anywhere. Mahalo
Yes
Draft EIS Comment
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John
Ornellas

2508 Komo Mai Dr

Pearl City

HI
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808-454-0171

Email
Website

12/06/2008

In my opinion the rail should be built from both ends and meet in the

middle and build it using the airport route

Draft EIS Comment
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Earl

Tanioka

Retired Police Officer
827-1 Ala Lilikoi St.

Apt#1

Honolulu

HI

96818
taniokae002@hawaii.rr.com
808-833-3260

Email
Website

12/06/2008

Common Sense: Most traffic are people going to work or students going
to school. Why then would you go through Salt Lake when more people
work along the airport route and Nimitz Hwy. Salt Lake is more
residential and very little business. Plus that area is too congested for
building a superstructure like rail. C&C haven't even finished the
widening of Salt Lake Blvd and Puuloa Rd.

Yes
Draft EIS Comment
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Daniel
Hodel

76-897 Hualalai Road

Kailua Kona

HI

96740
daniel.hodel@earthlink.net

Email
Website

12/06/2008

Many of us living on the Neighbor Islands would visit Oahu much more
frequently if the new rail system served the Honolulu Airport. Eliminating
the headache of fighting traffic congestion just to get into town would
mean more "return business" for Oahu, and I'm sure this applies equally
well to tourists from the mainland and overseas. If other factors on the
two competing routes are roughly equal, please choose the HNL option.
Mahalo.

Yes
Draft EIS Comment
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2345 Ala Wai Blvd

1601
Honolulu
HI

96815

None
Website

12/07/2008

| am heavily in favor of an initial rail route which services the airport. The
importance of solid connections between HNL and the rest of the island

cannot be overstated.

Draft EIS Comment
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Linda
Soll

606 Hunakai St
Honolulu
HI

96816
Isoll@hawaii.rr.com

None
Website

12/07/2008

Please build the Pearl City to downtown rail first. That segment will
actually be used. If the Kapolei to Pearl City segment is built first, and
we don't have funds to complete the downtown route, we would be left

with a RAIL TO NOWHERE that no one would use.
Thank you,
Linda Soll

Yes
Draft EIS Comment
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Steven

HI
96814
kokohead7k@hawaiiantel.net

None
Website

12/07/2008

Question: What changes will be made to the Country Express bus route
after the rail is operational?

| currently take the C Express bus from Ala Moana shopping center to
Kapolei transit center and back. One bus takes me all the way (23-24
miles one way). The rail will not take me all the way. If | have to use
(transfer) to/from The Bus once or even twice, the total commute time
one way would take me longer when you factor in the additional waiting
and transferring which | do not have now.

| would like a reply. Mahalo.
Yes
Draft EIS Comment
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Susan
Werner

2017 Lelehuna PI

Haiku

HI

96708
werners002@hawaii.rr.com

Email
Website

12/07/2008

| would like to express my strong support for the rail line to include a
stop at the airport. As a neighbor island resident who visits Oahu
occasionally, it would mean a lot to me to be able to get to either Kapolei
or to the Ala Moana Shopping center directly from the airport, without
having to rent a car or take a taxi, both of which would add an additional
vehicle to the traffic.

| am disappointed that a more modern bullet-train type of system was
not chosen instead of steel rail, but | consider steel rail better than no
rail. Honlulu could have used this opportunity to step into the 21st
Century of transportation; a bullet-train or similar technological system
could also be a tourist attraction as well as transportation for residents.
But | support the plan as long as it includes a stop at the airport.

Draft EIS Comment
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gilbert
lee

94-226 Pouhana Loop

Waipahu

HI

96797
gilbert5826@hotmail.com
6880587

Email
Website

12/07/2008

| strongly support the Mass Rail Transit project. It's about time it was
built. We've been talking about it for decades. As much as | dislike
Councilman Djou's "tactics" to prolong the debate on the project, he has
a point in building the Aiea to Downtown portion first. |t would bring the
most ridership at the project's very beginning. The proposal to run the
route by the Honolulu Airport makes more sense. It would give our
visitors another option to get to Waikiki and would give residents an
option of getting to the airport without our cars.
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Moses
Akana

98-1693 Kaahumanu Street

24C

Aiea

HI

96701
moakana@hawaii.rr.com
(808) 455-3745

Both
Website

12/08/2008

Despite what's been in the news about what to build first, neither the
Kapolei-Waipahu link nor the Pear City-downtown link will draw much
ridership. For Kapolei-Waipahu, it makes no sense for someone working
downtown to ride the rail to Waipahu and get off. Likewise, people in
Pearl City probably won't ride it because they live on the Honolulu side
of the H1/H2 merge, the bottleneck that causes grief for west and central
Oahu commuters. The initial link should be built from Waipahu to
downtown. Provide enough parking at the Waipahu station for
commuters to leave their cars (like what the had at Village Park).

Yes
Draft EIS Comment
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Kathleen
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45-556 Mahinui Raod

Kaneohe
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moorej011@hawaii.rr.com
235-8041

Both
Website

12/08/2008
Honolulu Transit,

| would like to support building the first segment from Pearl City to
Downtown. If an elevated base yard could be put over the lower Aloha
Stadium parking lot, maybe the proposal could work and we could get
significant traffic relief much earlier. It could be a temporary base yard

till the build out is completed and then a park and ride.

With the economy in the tank, businesses and property owners may be
more inclined to cooperate. The right of way would be cheaper in a
down economy. Businesses would recover faster with the rail going by

earlier.

Please think about this option seriously. | believe this option provides
the best benefit to the citizens of Honolulu. If the economy goes into a
depression, this may be the only segment completed for many years.

Kathleen Moore
Urban Planner
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Bryan
Mick
City and County
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Submission Content/Notes : | got this email. Please send me the answers so | can respond. Mahalo!

1. In the end, how much will rail cost?

a. The mayor's office today (via honolulutransit.org, 12/4/08) claims rail
will cost $5.3 to $5.4 billion dollars, depending on the route.
Here is the claim, quoted: "The Salt Lake route will cost an inflation-
adjusted $5.3 billion and the airport route will cost an inflation-adjusted
$5.4 billion.”

i. From what report do these figures come from?

2. How will we pay for rail?
a. Here's a list from the honolulutransit.org website: Firstly, will you
please list and verify your sources for each of these?

-"From the 1/2% GET surcharge" = $2.6 - $3.2 billion (49%-60% of $5.3
billion) - When will this tax sunset?

-"The Federal Transit Administration's New Starts program." = $1.7 -
$2.2 billion (32%-42% of $5.3 billion) - Mr. Cayetano and others have
said this money is not certain
(http:/iwww.honoluluadvertiser.com/article/20081013/BREAKING01/810
13045): what reasons (historical examples and laws), documents and/or
testimonies do you have to dispute Mr. Cayetano's claim?

-"$15.5 million for the planning phase has been appropriated by
Congress for this year" = (0.28% of $5.3 billion-- Is this worth
mentioning?)

-"and another $20 million is in the pipeline." (0.38% of $5.3 billion-
Again, a negligible amount unless there are larger political implications
to this (if so, what are they, and how can we be certain of them?))

-"Local funding, with more than $250 million banked for the project.”
(4.7% of $5.3 billion) - Who specifically are these investors?

-"Federal funding is expected to increase significantly as the project
moves to construction.”" - Which historical examples, laws, or testimonies
of federal officials should we build our expectations for this on?

-Totalling all these, this puts revenues at: $4.6-$5.7 billion, well above
the $3.7 billion number the mayor claimed not long ago. Is the mayor
responsible for this billion dollar gap? If not, who is?
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For the proposed transit centers and park n' rides, what is the noise and
traffic impact radius indicated and what document discusses such
impact ?

Is there a conceptual drawing of a transit center or park n' ride located
on line ?

Yes
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financial situation is in a dangerous crash.
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: Oahu taxpayers cannot afford this huge extra debt for steel rail. Hawaii's
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Submission Content/Notes : | have traveled to humerous cities in the world and ridden dozens of
transit systems with proven ridership histories in their respective
communities. There is no doubt in my mind that | have a much more
comprehensive understanding of rail systems than most people that live
in Hawaii and this is why | not only wish to have my say, but to qualify
my opinion as much broader than someone that believes this pie in the
sky system is the answer to traffic on the island of Oahu. | feel
Honolulu's rail program is flawed in many ways of which | will discuss
only the most important.

Ridership is dependent upon many factors most importantly density and
convienence. Honolulu, Ewa, Kapolei or where ever there are planned
stops has no density. Hong Kong has density, New York has density,
the Bay Area to a lesser extent has density. Without it people will have
to some how travel to the train in order to get on it. In your EIS there is
limited park and ride lots, without ample parking there will never be
enough ridership to justify this project.

We are not a mass transit community and will never be one. Not only do
most residents commute to and from work, but we all make stops to
schools, shopping or run errands in our daily lives. Because we have no
public school bus system and the density to make these other daily
chores convienent people need to have their personal vehicles and a
train, like the bus, is not an option. Itis a major flaw to believe you will
change the attitudes and behavior of a society simply by building a train
that is not accessible to most.

Efficency is key to providing a realized difference in commute times.
Aside from possible economic gains commuters ride mass transit in
large urban cities because it makes a marked difference in commute
times. With 19 stops over 20 miles of rail the proposed train is not much
faster than a present express bus and definitely not any faster than the
alternate HOT lanes with dedicated expressed busses. Compare for
instance Hong Kong's express train to/from the airport to Hong Kong,
there are a total of 3 stops prior to reaching the IFC center in under 30
minutes. Distance is approximately 14 miles. This is train is
complimented by an underground subway system and other trains than
run throughout China. It's purpose is fairly singular as the goal is getting
people to and from one of the best airports in the world.

Similarly, stops per mile along BART's routes are far less than the 1 per
mile proposed for Honolulu. Secondly, the noise that eminates from
steel on steel rail is very loud as anyone that has stood in a New York,
Chicago or San Francisco tube can attest to. Itis not quite and quite
frankly that is why these systems are for the most part burried beneath
ground. Your EIS fails to adequately address this problem and sugar
coats the end result. What transit system in the world sends trains
through the air in it's densist metropolitan area? None, they are all
beneath ground because of noise and because they can more
efficenciently address ingress/egress issues. Why isn't this a must for
Honolulu? It's like the city is attempting to ramrod a third class system
down our throats because it does not want to adequately address the
real issues. Do it right or don't do it at all would be a good moto to

ARO00056965



follow.

Historically, city public works projects have a proven track records of
inadequacy, cost overruns and blunders. From sewer work to road
maintenance the city has proved time and again that it is not up to task
in any facet of public works. Itis pitiful to me to compare our
achievement and results compared to other cities in the United States
and abroad. The fact that it takes 2 years to replace 1.0 mile of sewer
under Kapiolani Blvd., all the while leaving the surface road nearly
undrivable to anything but a 4WD truck, is inexcusable. | won't go into
the same type of project along Kalaheo Ave., but will say that there are
few major cities in America that would put up with that type of
government foolishness. My assessment of the city being able to bring
a 3 rate rail system on line, on budget and on time are just about as
optimistic as getting these sewer projects completed. We will be $6B
into it before we realize that it is taking twice as long and twice as much
as originally estimated.

Lastly and on a more personal | am deeply troubled by trade unions
endorsing rail over other alternatives, when they should be neutral. If
there are any public works projects, rail, bus, HOT lane or other, they will
all require building trades to do, which option is chosen should not be
influenced by the ultimate beneficiary of tax payer monies. By using
endorsing rail the unions have tainted the project as nothing but political
pay back and that wrong. Itis so wrong that it should be investigated
more thoroughly by Federal authorities, since a small portion of the
project's funds are supposed to be coming from that source.

Because | am working and cannot attend tonight's public hearing | would
like this to be presented verbally or in writing to those that are in
attendance and for the record. Mahalo.
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| have been commuting from Mililani to town for the last 25 years.
Although | am against the rail and voted accordingly, if the City does
move forward, | believe that the first segment should NOT be from
Kapolai to Waipahu. This is the most stupidest thinking | have seen yet.
What were the transportation planners thinking!!! The route should be
from the center core Honolulu outward. For there to be any significant
impact in the early stages, it is to take traffic out of the Pearl City to
honolulu segment. How the planners cannot think of this logical aspect
is astounding! What will the Kapolei to Waipahu segment buy us, when
everyone is trying to get into town? Do you expect the leeward folks to
ride the rail from Kapolei to Waipahu and then catch the BUS into town?
Come on, where is the logical thinking on this. Lets do whats right and
not do the stupid thing just because it was planned that way. The City
should think smarter with our tax dollars.
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Submission Content/Notes : The reason so few have input at this stage is because our voices will not
be heard. This administration is arrogant and a bully and has
demonstrated this from day one regarding the rail. Mufi's "my way or the
highway" prevails and no amount of discussion will change that. That is
why he did not get my vote or ever will for that matter. The rail cost is too
expensive for the few taxpayers of this island. No one in their correct
mind has ever started a rail system from its' farthest point out in the
hopes it would someday reach the city. Absolutely amazing and
ridiculous. The mayors' reply? "There are too many potential lawsuits in
Waikiki" and so these will magically disappear by starting at the opposite
end? Zero logic, zero sense. No connection to the airport? Again, what
modern city did not connect their rail to the airport and/or train stations?
Now this administration has gained full control over the bidding, so as in
the beginning, all of the mayor's friends, family, and campaign
contributors will get the contracts and we the taxpayers will foot the bill.
It smells of corruption. This boondoggle will not be completed on time
nor on budget nor do Hawaii's workers have the training, talent, or desire
to build this with quality. It took DOT 12 months to identify one single
buried cable near Pearl Harbor
that cost an additional $1 million dollars to the taxpayers. One cable, one
year. By comparison, St. Paul MN rebuilt their massive multilane bridge
over the Mississippi in 13 months.

Here, 12 months just to identify one cable. At that rate this rail should be
done by the next century. Track record? Look at H-3... | believe that
short stretch of highway took 37 years. Not exactly speedy construction
histories for Hawaii. Electricity?

How is this administration going to keep the electric cables in the ground
when according to DOT, they presently cannot figure out how to keep
the wiring for the lighting for H1 in the ground. It is going on 3 years now
and H1 is still dark. Is the rail going to sit for 3 years too without electric
while DOT does nothing? And you wonder why no one bothers giving
you folks input...what would be the point? What is needed is an in depth
Federal investigation and oversight into this Administration, its' bidding
processes, and the rail planning or lack of it. There is no other label for
this project than boondoggle. Period.

Reply Requested : Yes
Submission Type : Draft EIS Comment

FOIA (Freedom of
Information Request)
Request :

FOIA Referral Date :
FOIA Response Date :

ARO00056969



RECORD # 153 DETAILS
Status :

Creation Date :

Creator Affiliation :
First Name :

Last Name :
Business/Organization :
Address :

Alternative Preference :
Apt./Suite No. :

City :

State :

Zip Code :

Email :

Telephone :

Telephone Extension :
Add to Mailing List :
Submission Method :

Other Submission Method :

Submission Date :

Submission Content/Notes :

Reply Requested :
Submission Type :

FOIA (Freedom of
Information Request)
Request :

FOIA Referral Date :
FOIA Response Date :

Initial Action Needed
12/8/2008

Richard
Kamis

HI
96815
kamii@hawaii.rr.com

Email
Website

12/08/2008

Please consider Councilman Djou's recommendation to begin rail
construction at the east end of any proposed route, working toward the
ewa direction. If only partial work can be accomplished, what is
completed at the east end would be useable. If there is merely a portion
completed at the west end it would not prove to be very valuable.

Thank you for your consideration.
Richard Kamis

Yes
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: The question of a route in Salt Lake or at the airport can be easily settled

by doing what has been done at Baltimore. Both the airport and train
stop are called BWI and if you arrive by train there is a shuttle to the
airport which covers a distance longer than the distance between Salt

Lake and the airport. Let rail go by Salt Lake with the name HNL.
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| am definitely for the Rail project and prefer the airport route starting
from Kapolei!

| am born, raised and live in Waialua and have made the commute into
Honolulu for 44years (I am 59) for school, work and | still commute into
Honolulu for work. | have seen, and experienced, the traffic nightmare
get worse over the years. With the developement of the second city in
Kapolei, the traffice has gotten, is getting, and will get even worse.
Councilman Djou is an idiot and Kobayashi and Dela Cruz (our
councilman!) aren't far behind.
Steve Vaspra
Waialua, Oahu, Hi
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| would like to ride my bicycle to the train, take it on the train into town,
and ride it from the station to work... provided you make allowances for

bicycles on the trains. Please include this in your plans.

Thank You
Yes
Draft EIS Comment
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| have no been a fan of Charles Djou, but | agree with him that
construction on the rail project should begin in town. It is folly for us to
begin it in West Oahu. Based on letters that have been published in the
newspapers as well, there doesn't seem to be much disagreement on
this issue. | can understand that construction will cause a lot more
headaches in town than it will in West Oahu, but it is just common sense
to start the construction in town. The rail will not be needed in West
Oahu if it never gets to town and rail will definitely be a waste of
taxpayer's money then!
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Submission Content/Notes : | am in favor of the rail transit being diverted from Salt Lake and taken
via the Airport area for the following reasons:
The number of citizen who can be services by the Airport route would
serve the greater whole of the island. Those living in the Salt lake area
have ample city buses that could take them to a connection site for rail,
thus leaving Salt Lake, an already congested area during school hours,
with less cars on the road, less construstion interfering with present
businesses and again serving a greater population. The inclusion of
runing the rail from Kalaeloa Blvd., whould even allow those in the
homeless transition chelters a cheaper means of transport (instead of
using their cars) and yet ample tranportation to Honolulu and work sites.
The inclusion of UH Manoa, is a no brainer...let the rail take the people
where they need to be! By providing ample tranportation to Manoa, rail
will serve students who do not drive, cars can be left home for those who
do and thus still saving all money! The extention to Waikiki..our source
of revenues...tourism. The tourist already hear that Honolulu has one of
the best City Bus systems in the USA, we rank high in terms of money
saved instead of driving and providing the rail can provide a sense of
safety for those moving about the island without knowing dangerous
areas for tourist. More tourist traveing to the West side could mean
better sales and job opportunities on the West side to cater to tourist
from Waikiki. The proposed route change (via Airport) also allows for
access to specific points of interest, Kapolei: the second city and soon to
be new Family Court/Detention Services locations,Ewa Beach: reducing
the already terrible traffic there, Waipahu and the outlet stores, Pearl
City/Aiea, access to Pearl harbor, the mighty Mo and aloha Stadium for
sports or swaps meets or concert events, The Airport area; just getting
to the airport without having to bring your car, Kalihi/Honolulu to serve
workers, Historical places such as access to the Palace, museums and
gardens, District Courts and many meeting/business areas. Finally of
course Ala Moana Center, which we all hope will still exist by the time
rail is completed.
| may be retired by time the rail is completed, but that | still have
reasons to travel out of Honolulu to get to the West side, which does not
happen often enough now because of traffic, the long drive and gas.
| believe those supporters of rail are realistic and looking to the future,
maybe my grand kids or even theirs..we need to plan for the next 100
years and take lessons learned form the last 50 years!
Please consider my comments and opinion when making final decisions
for Rail Transit and its final route.
Mahalui Loa,,,Arma Oana
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The Rail stations at a minimum should be prewired for video

surveillance, emergency pull boxes and future solar panels to save on

installation costs later. Preplanning ahead of time will save the
taxpayers money in the long run.
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| believe that the Rail Transit route should go to the airport and not
through Salt Lake. Our economy depends on Tourism and this would
help tourists adjust better to our big city atmosphere as they make their
way to their Waikiki hotels. Sure taxi drivers and others in the
transportation business won't like this. But our government has to look
"at the big picture" here and do the right thing. | also feel that the
beginning construction and operation of transit should start in a more
heavily populated area. Such as Aiea to downtown. And NOT starting
from Kapolei with construction and operation heading Eastward.
"Biggest bang for the buck" and not catering to political special interests!
Please! No more talk and studies. Just do it! Mahalo

Yes
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| am in favor of the Salt Lake rail route instead of the airport route.
Keeping the Salt Lake route will cost less rather than going to the airport.
The spur to the airport from Salt Lake will cost less than if there was a
spur from the airport to Salt Lake. The airport route should be
considered when the decision to spur to Waikiki is made. If the purpose
is to help relief traffic from Leeward and Central Oahu, there is more
population density in the Salt Lake area vs. the airport which is mostly
commercial and military which would help with the traffic congestion we
have now. With the economy in recession, the cost should be
considered when making the final decision as to the rail route. Thisis
why | am in favor of keeping the Salt Lake rail route.
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| agree with Charles Djou that the rail system should start in town and
build out to Kapolei. The reason being income generating and ridership.
There would be more people using the rail system starting from town
because of the population base. Secondly with more people riding the
rail there will be more revenues generated to off set the cost of building
the rail. Another point | would like to make is the Airport route is more
favorable vice the Salt Lake route. Every major city has a rail system
that incorporates the airport as a significant stop because of the people
traffic. No one other than the Salt Lake residence would want to drop off
or get on at a Salt Lake rail stop. On the other hand all of the people of
Hawaii from the neighboring islands as well as the windward side of
Oahu would consider using an airport rail stop sometime in their life.
The airport rail stop could be a means of transportation to get to an
overnight stay at any hotel. The rail stop could be a means of avoiding
the Middle street and Punahou Street road traffic bottleneck. The Rail
System has been approved by the State of Hawaii now lets build it in the
most practical way possible where all the people of Hawaii can get to
see and use the system as soon as possible. No more studies, no more
discussions, let's start breaking ground and get to work.

Draft EIS Comment
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RECORD # 166 DETAILS
Status :

Creation Date :

Creator Affiliation :
First Name :

Last Name :
Business/Organization :
Address :

Alternative Preference :
Apt./Suite No. :

City :

State :

Zip Code :

Email :

Telephone :

Telephone Extension :
Add to Mailing List :
Submission Method :

Other Submission Method :

Submission Date :

Submission Content/Notes :

Reply Requested :
Submission Type :

FOIA (Freedom of
Information Request)
Request :

FOIA Referral Date :
FOIA Response Date :

Initial Action Needed
12/9/2008

richard

washich

kaa limited partnership
401 kamakee st

314

honolulu

HI

96814
rwashich@gmail.com
808 398 2631

Both
Website

12/09/2008

1. | am a strong supporter of rail transit.

2. | understand the rationale for starting construction in Kapolei, related
to space for a

base yard.

3. However | think the city should do whatever required to start at Ala
Moana and work out towards Ewa.

4. First, there will be income from the core traffic, which will not result
from Kapolei to Waipahu.

5. Second, if funding or other obstacles occur (perhaps | should say
WHEN, not IF), we will have a usable system.

6. Third, when Pearl City is reached, there will be a significant impact on
traffic from Ewa, which will build and sustain the political support needed
for this multi-year project.

Yes
Draft EIS Comment
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RECORD # 167 DETAILS
Status :

Creation Date :

Creator Affiliation :

First Name :

Last Name :
Business/Organization :
Address :

Alternative Preference :
Apt./Suite No. :

City :

State :

Zip Code :

Email :

Telephone :

Telephone Extension :
Add to Mailing List :
Submission Method :
Other Submission Method :
Submission Date :

Initial Action Needed
12/10/2008

Buzz

Hong

HI Building & Construction Trades
560 N. Nimitz Highway, #50

215A

Honolulu

HI

96817
hibuildingtrades@yahoo.com
808-524-2249

Both
Website

12/10/2008
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Submission Content/Notes : December 9, 2008

Department of Transportation Services
City & County of Honolulu

650 South King Street, 3rd Floor
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

RE: IN SUPPORT OF DRAFT EIS
HONOLULU HIGH-CAPACITY CORRIDOR PROJECT
Public Hearings: December 9th — 11th, 2009

Dear Department of Transportation Services:

For the record my name is Buzz Hong, the Executive Director for the
Hawaii Building & Construction Trades Council, AFL-CIO. Our Council
is comprised of 16-construction unions and a membership of 26,000
statewide.

The Council supports the Draft EIS for the Honolulu High-Capacity
Corridor Project, which as part of an integrated mass transit system, is
an investment in Oahu'’s future — growing our economy, protecting our
environment, strengthening our communities, and providing reliable and
affordable transportation for generations to come.

Thank you for the consideration of our request.
Sincerely,

William “Buzz” Hong
Reply Requested : Yes
Submission Type : Draft EIS Comment

FOIA (Freedom of
Information Request)
Request :

FOIA Referral Date :
FOIA Response Date :

ARO00056983



COMMENTS OF MARK TAYLOR ON
DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT
FOR HONOLULU RAIL TRANSIT PROJECT
December 9, 2008

Thank you for the opportunity to submit comments on the Draft FIS for the Honolulu Rail Transit
- Project. My name is Mark Taylor. Ireside in the Salt Lake neighborhood of Honolulu and served from
1993 to 2007 as an elected member of the Aliamanu-Salt Lake-Foster Village Neighborhood Board.

I have three comments on the Draft EIS.

First, the opening paragraph of section 6.4.2 of the Draft EIS (entitled “Project Cash Flow”) states that
both the “Salt Lake and Airport Alternatives would be financially feasible.” Yet this same paragraph
states that the Airport Alternative would require $1.4 billion in Federal funding, and that the FTA “has
not been approached to consider the $1.4 billion for the Airport Alternative.”

Given that there is no indication that Federal funding at the $1.4 billion level will even be considered by
the FTA, how can the Draft EIS state conclusively that the Airport Alternative is “financially feasible?

Unless and until the FTA indicates in writing that it is willing to consider providing $1.4 billion, the EIS
should state that the Airport Alternative has not been shown to be financially feasible. To do otherwise

is misleading and invites a fiscally imprudent policy decision on the initial transit alignment,

Second, Table 7-2 of the Draft EIS (entitled “Effectiveness of Alternatives in Improving Corridor
Mobility”) contains figures that appear questionable, if not incorrect.

* The table indicates that Transit Ridership in 2030 will be only 1% higher for the Airport Alternative
than for the Salt Lake Alternative. Yet, it also indicates that Transit User Benefits will be 5% higher
for the Airport Alternative than for the Salt Lake Alternative. This significant inconsistency should
be either corrected or fully explained.

= The Airport Alternative’s purported 5% advantage in Transit User Benefits equates te reduced travel
time for all transit users of 800,000 hours per year compared to the Salt Lake Alternative. Yet, the
Draft EIS indicates the Airport rail route actually takes longer to traverse than the Salt Lake rail route.
In fact, assuming half of projected daily rail trips in 2030 include the portion of the system between
Aloha Stadium and Middle Street, the Airport Alternative will increase travel time for rail users by
over 500,000 hours per year'. How can the Airport Alternative decrease travel time for all transit
users by 800,000 hours per year when it increases travel time for rail transit users by 500,000 hours

- per year? Again, this significant inconsistency should be either corrected or fully explained.

Third, Table 7-7 of the Draft FIS (entitled “Cost-effectiveness of the Build Alternatives”) indicates the
Salt Lake Alternative is more cost-effective than the Airport Alternative, but only by a small margin.
The figures in this table are derived by dividing the cost of the system under each build alternative by
the number of hours of Transit User Benefits it produces. Therefore, if in fact there are any revisions to
the Transit User Benefits in Table 7-2 in light of the discrepancies identified above, Table 7-7 should
also be revised to reflect the impact on the relative cost-effectiveness of each build alternative.

Thank you again for the opportunity to comment.

180,000 projected daily trips multiplied by %, multiplied by 2 minutes longer per trip, multiplied by 365 days per year, divided by 60
minutes per hour, equals 547,500 hours.
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Honolulu High.—Capacity Transit. Corridor Project

Welcome to the Honolulu High-Capacity Transit Corridor Project’s Public Heanng for
the Draft Environmental Impact Statement/Section 4(f) Evaluation.

This public meeting and hearing has been designed to inform the public about the transit
project, explain materials contained in the Draft EIS, answer questions from the public,
and collect public input on project issues related to the Draft EIS, Section 106 of the
National Historic Preservation Act, Section 4(f) of the U.S. Department of Transportation
Act, and floodplains affected by the project.

Please review the prdject information and ask project staff any questions about the
project that you might have. The Draft EIS is available on the project website at
www.honolulutransit.org.

You may provide official comments in several ways. Here at this Public Hearing you
may provide oral comments to a court reporter who will record them for the record or use
_this form to provide written comments. After the meeting, you may provide an on-line
comment at www.honolulutransit.org or use this form to send a written comment to the
~‘Department of Transportation Services. All comments must be postmarked or received
by January 7, 2009 in order for them to be included in the Final EIS.
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Return Address

Place
Postage |
Here

Department of Transportation Services

Attn: Honolulu High-Capacity Transit Corridor Project .
- City and County of Honolulu

650 South King Street, 3" Floor

Honolulu, HI, 96813

STAPLE HERE
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Honolulu High-Capacity Transit Corridor Project

Welcome to the Honolulu High-Capacity Transit Corridor Project’s Public Hearing for
" the Draft Environmental Impact Statemeni/Section 4(f) Evaluation.

This public meeting and hearing has been designed to inform the public about the transit
project, explain materials contained in the Draft EIS, answer questions from the public,
and collect public input on project issues related to the Draft EIS, Section 106 of the
National Historic Preservation Act, Section 4(f) of the U.S. Department of Transportation
Act, and floodplains affected by the project.

Please review the project information and ask project staff any questions about the
project that you might have. The Draft EIS is available on the project website at
www.honolulutransit.org.

You may provide official comments in several ways. Here at this Public Hearing you
may provide oral comments to a court reporter who will record them for the record or use
this form to provide written comments. After the meeting, you may provide an on-line
comment at www.honolulutransit.org or use this form to send a written comment to the
Department of Transportation Services. All comments must be postmarked or received
by January 7, 2009 in order for them to be included in the Final EIS.
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Return Address
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Department of Transportation Services

Attn: Honolulu High-Capacity Transit Corridor Project
City and County of Honolutu

650 South King Street, 3™ Floor

Honolulu, HI, 96813

STAPLE HERE
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RECORD # 172 DETAILS
Status :

Creation Date :

Creator Affiliation :
First Name :

Last Name :
Business/Organization :
Address :

Alternative Preference :
Apt./Suite No. :

City :

State :

Zip Code :

Email :

Telephone :

Telephone Extension :
Add to Mailing List :
Submission Method :

Other Submission Method :

Submission Date :

Submission Content/Notes :

Reply Requested :
Submission Type :

FOIA (Freedom of
Information Request)
Request :

FOIA Referral Date :
FOIA Response Date :

Initial Action Needed
12/11/2008

Paul

Hooper

UHM (ret)

700 Richards St.

2406

Honolulu

HI

96813
hooper@hawaii.edu
341-3136

Standard
Website

12/11/2008

Having been loosely associated with rail transit matters since the time of
the initial Fasi proposal, | am a strong supporter. Major cities simply
cannot function well over the long term without some version of off-grade
rail transit. However, | also believe the present proposal should be
modified in several ways. First, in light of the immense cost involved, it
should be made clear that no ground will be broken until there is iron-
clad assurance that all possible Federal support (including new
prospects presently under discussion) will be available. Second,
construction of the system should follow the classic pattern and be built
from the city core outward rather than as currently planned. There are
several reasons this makes good sense. Particularly if some future
event--economic or other--were to cause a halt in the project, it would be
far preferable to have a segment serving the urban core instead of one
starting in Ewa and stopping in Waipahu or Pearl City. The project
definitely should be moved ahead but not so rapidly that overly hasty
decisions are made.

Draft EIS Comment
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Honolulu High-Capacity Transit Corridor Project

Welcome to the Honolulu High-Capacity Transit Corridor Project’s Public Hearing for
the Draft Environmental Impact Statement/Section 4(f) Evaluation.

This public meeting and hearing has been designed to inform the public about the transit
project, explain materials contained in the Draft EIS, answer questions from the public,
and collect public input on project issues related to the Draft EIS, Section 106 of the
National Historic Preservation Act, Section 4(f) of the U.S. Department of Transportation
Act, and floodplains affected by the project.

Please review the project information and ask project staff any questions about the
project that you might have. The Draft EIS is available on the project website at
www.honolufutrangit.org.

You may provide official comments in several ways. Here at this Public Hearing you
may provide oral comments to a court reporter who will record them for the record or use
this form to provide written comments. After the meeting, you may provide an on-line
comment at www.honolulutransit.org or use this form to send a written comment to the
Department of Transportation Services. All comments must be postmarked or received
by January 7, 2009 in order for them to be included in the Final EIS.
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Return Address

Place
Postage
Here

Department of Transportation Services :
Atin: Honolulu High-Capacity Transit Corridor Project
City and County of Honolulu

650 South King Street, 3" Floor

Honolulu, HI, 96813

STAPLE HERE
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Honolulu High-Capacity Transit Corridor Project

Welcome to the Honolulu High-Capacity Transit Corridor Project’s Public Hearing for
the Draft Environmental Impact Statement/Section 4(£) Evaluation.

This public meeting and hearing has been designed to inform the public about the transit
project, explain materials contained in the Draft EIS, answer questions from the public,
and collect public input on project issues related to the Draft EIS, Section 106 of the
National Historic Preservation Act, Section 4(f) of the U.S. Department of Transporiation
Act, and floodplains affected by the project.

Please review the project information and ask project staff any questions about the
project that you might have. The Draft EIS is available on the project website at
www.honojulutransit.org. .

You may provide official comments in several ways. Here at this Public Hearing you
may provide oral comments to a court reporter who will record them for the record or use
this form to provide written comments. After the meeting, you may provide an on-line
comment at www.honolulutransit.org or use this form to send a written comment to the
Department of Transportation Services. All comments must be postmarked or received
by January 7, 2009 in order for them to be included in the Final EIS.
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RECORD # 175 DETAILS
Status :

Creation Date :

Creator Affiliation :
First Name :

Last Name :
Business/Organization :
Address :

Alternative Preference :
Apt./Suite No. :

City :

State :

Zip Code :

Email :

Telephone :

Telephone Extension :
Add to Mailing List :
Submission Method :

Other Submission Method :

Submission Date :

Submission Content/Notes :

Reply Requested :
Submission Type :

FOIA (Freedom of
Information Request)
Request :

FOIA Referral Date :
FOIA Response Date :

Initial Action Needed
12/11/2008

HI
96797

None
Website

12/11/2008

| agree with Charles Djou. | would like to see the rail route moved to the
airport & the first segment start in Honolulu & move up to either Aloha
Stadium or Pearl Ridge. Also, itis critical that you locate the changing
station in the most convinient & safest parts of the community or the only
people who will be using the rail will be low income & homeless.

Draft EIS Comment
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RECORD # 176 DETAILS
Status :

Creation Date :

Creator Affiliation :
First Name :

Last Name :
Business/Organization :
Address :

Alternative Preference :
Apt./Suite No. :

City :

State :

Zip Code :

Email :

Telephone :

Telephone Extension :
Add to Mailing List :
Submission Method :

Other Submission Method :

Submission Date :

Submission Content/Notes :

Reply Requested :
Submission Type :

FOIA (Freedom of
Information Request)
Request :

FOIA Referral Date :
FOIA Response Date :

Initial Action Needed
12/11/2008

Mark
van der Leest

3031 New Brighton Gardens SE

Calgary

CA

92234
mvdleest@shaw.ca
403-284-1171

Email
Website

12/11/2008

I've been a Rail Traffic Controller in Calgary, Alberta, Canada (home of
North America's busiest and most successful light rail transit system) for
4 years. | think that this Rail project can be a great success and really
make a positive change for Honolulu. I'm interested in the development
of the system, and keeping informed so | know when | can apply for a
job and help develop a system from the ground up.

Draft EIS Comment
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RECORD # 178 DETAILS
Status :

Creation Date :

Creator Affiliation :
First Name :

Last Name :
Business/Organization :
Address :

Alternative Preference :
Apt./Suite No. :

City :

State :

Zip Code :

Email :

Telephone :

Telephone Extension :
Add to Mailing List :
Submission Method :

Other Submission Method :

Submission Date :

Submission Content/Notes :

Reply Requested :
Submission Type :

FOIA (Freedom of
Information Request)
Request :

FOIA Referral Date :
FOIA Response Date :

Initial Action Needed
12/11/2008

Claudia
Webster

14 Aulike St., #305

305

Kailua

HI

96734
clwswim@hawaii.rr.com
808-262-6243

Email
Website

12/11/2008

Yes, | am in favor of the proposed rail system. | would think it more
practical to start in downtown Honolulu and build out rather than starting
in the west and building in.

| lived in Portland, Oregon for 30 years. During that time the MAX
lightrail system was built and expanded. Itis a wonderful addition to city
transportation. | remember when it was started in downtown as | was
working there. It was a mess, but we all survived. And over the years
additional spurs have been added. So from my experience in Portland
and riding light rail in other cities | enthusiastically support light rail.
Claudia L. Webster--have lived in Kailua for almost 2 years now.

Yes
Draft EIS Comment
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RECORD # 179 DETAILS

Status : Initial Action Needed
Creation Date : 12/11/2008

Creator Affiliation :

First Name : Clifford

Last Name : Mercado
Business/Organization :

Address : 91-911 Nohoiho'ewa Place

Alternative Preference :
Apt./Suite No. :

City : Ewa Beach
State : HI

Zip Code : 96706
Email :

Telephone :

Telephone Extension :

Add to Mailing List : None
Submission Method : Website
Other Submission Method :
Submission Date : 12/11/2008

Submission Content/Notes : | THOUGHT | MADE THIS CLEAR TO MUFI HANNAMAN AND ALL OF
HIS HENCHMEN. BUT | GUESS | DID NOT SUCCEED. THEY USED
MY TAX MONEY TO ADVERTISE THEIR
SIDE OF THE STORY AND GOT THE MEASURE PASSED BY A
BUNCH OF ILLEGALLY MAL- INFORMED VOTERS. | AM NOW
GOING TO ASKYOU TO HEAR MY PLEA.

WE DO NOT NEED THIS FORM OF TRANSPORTATION ( THE
TRAIN) AND | DON'T WANT YOU OR ANY ONE ELSE TO SPEND A
DIME ON THIS LAME IDEA. SO DO WHAT YOU CAN TO SQUASH
THIS PROJECT.

THE GOVERNOR, MR. PANOS AND MRS. KOBAYASHI HAVE THE
RIGHT IDEA.....A RAISED ADDITION ABOVE THE EXISTING
FREEWAY WILL DO THE JOB CORRECTLY.

MERRY CHRISTMAS

CLIFFORD D. MERCADO
Introhaw@lava.net

Reply Requested :
Submission Type : Draft EIS Comment
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RECORD # 181 DETAILS
Status :

Creation Date :

Creator Affiliation :
First Name :

Last Name :
Business/Organization :
Address :

Alternative Preference :
Apt./Suite No. :

City :

State :

Zip Code :

Email :

Telephone :

Telephone Extension :
Add to Mailing List :
Submission Method :

Other Submission Method :

Submission Date :

Submission Content/Notes :

Reply Requested :
Submission Type :

FOIA (Freedom of
Information Request)
Request :

FOIA Referral Date :
FOIA Response Date :

Initial Action Needed
12/12/2008

Ernest
Brezeale

91-1008 Makaike street

ewa

HI

96706
brezealee001@hawaii.rr.com
808 554-6249

Both
Website

12/12/2008

Please realign rail route through airport. As a airport employee | would

use the rail to commute to and from work.

Mahalo
Yes
Draft EIS Comment
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RECORD # 183 DETAILS
Status :

Creation Date :

Creator Affiliation :
First Name :

Last Name :
Business/Organization :
Address :

Alternative Preference :
Apt./Suite No. :

City :

State :

Zip Code :

Email :

Telephone :

Telephone Extension :
Add to Mailing List :
Submission Method :

Other Submission Method :

Submission Date :

Submission Content/Notes :

Reply Requested :
Submission Type :

FOIA (Freedom of
Information Request)
Request :

FOIA Referral Date :
FOIA Response Date :

Initial Action Needed
12/12/2008

Daren
D

WA
00000
cooldster@hotmail.com

None
Website

12/12/2008

Hawaii has a very strong natural tropical and green environment. Why
would you opt for conventional trains elevated when a monorail is the
most suitable technology for such beautiful setting? Just take a look at

Okinawa's monorail.
Yes
Draft EIS Comment
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RECORD # 184 DETAILS
Status :

Creation Date :

Creator Affiliation :
First Name :

Last Name :
Business/Organization :
Address :

Alternative Preference :
Apt./Suite No. :

City :

State :

Zip Code :

Email :

Telephone :

Telephone Extension :
Add to Mailing List :
Submission Method :

Other Submission Method :

Submission Date :

Submission Content/Notes :

Reply Requested :
Submission Type :

FOIA (Freedom of
Information Request)
Request :

FOIA Referral Date :
FOIA Response Date :

Initial Action Needed
12/13/2008

Nancy and Errol
Rubin

594 Alihi Place

Kailua

HI

96734
nsrubin@aloha.net

None
Website

12/13/2008
Dear Friends,

We are very much in favor of adding the airport connection immediately
and to start phase one of building from Pearl City to Honolulu proper.

Thank you for receiving our imput.

Much aloha,

Nancy and Errol Rubin

Yes
Draft EIS Comment
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RECORD # 185 DETAILS
Status :

Creation Date :

Creator Affiliation :
First Name :

Last Name :
Business/Organization :
Address :

Alternative Preference :
Apt./Suite No. :

City :

State :

Zip Code :

Email :

Telephone :

Telephone Extension :
Add to Mailing List :
Submission Method :

Other Submission Method :

Submission Date :

Submission Content/Notes :

Reply Requested :
Submission Type :

FOIA (Freedom of
Information Request)
Request :

FOIA Referral Date :
FOIA Response Date :

Initial Action Needed
12/15/2008

Jeff

Neely

GSA

450 Golden Gate Avenue (9P)

San Francisco

CA

94012
jeffrey.neely@gs.agov
4155223100

Email
Website

12/15/2008

| have questions and concerns about the proposed routing, the proximity
of the proposed line to the United States Courthouse and the lack of

involvement or coordination with my agency.

Yes
Draft EIS Comment
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RECORD # 186 DETAILS
Status :

Creation Date :

Creator Affiliation :
First Name :

Last Name :
Business/Organization :
Address :

Alternative Preference :
Apt./Suite No. :

City :

State :

Zip Code :

Email :

Telephone :

Telephone Extension :
Add to Mailing List :
Submission Method :

Other Submission Method :

Submission Date :

Submission Content/Notes :

Reply Requested :
Submission Type :

FOIA (Freedom of
Information Request)
Request :

FOIA Referral Date :
FOIA Response Date :

Initial Action Needed
12/15/2008

David
Mongold

60 N Beretania

1502

Honolulu

HI

96817
mongold@hawaii.edu
524-1104

Standard
Website

12/15/2008
| support the project.

| prefer the airport route.

Draft EIS Comment
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Honolulu High-Capacity Transit Corridor Project

Welcome to the Honolulu High-Capacity Transit Corridor Pro;éct’s ‘Public Hearing for
the Draft Envn‘onmental Impagt Statement/Schon 4( ) Evaluanon

This pubhc meeting and hearing has been des:gned to inform the. publlc about the transit
project, explain materials contained in the Draft EIS, answer questions from the public,
and collect public input on project issues related to the Draft EIS, Section 106 of the _
National Historic-Preservation Act, Section 4(f) of the U.S. Department of Transportation
Act, and ﬂoodplams affected by the project. -

Please review the progect information and ask project staff any questions about the
project that you might have. The Draft EIS is available on the project website at.
WWW, hono]uiutransit org.

You may pr0v1de ofﬁcml comments in several ways. Here at this Public Hearing: you _
may provide oral comments to a court reporter who will record them for the record or use *
this form to provide written comments. After the meeting, you may provide an on-line
comiment at www.honolulutransit.or org or use this form to send a written comment to the
Department of Transportation Services. All comments must be. postmarked or received

by January 7, 2009 in order for them to be included in the Final EIS.
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Attn: Honolulu High-Capacity Trans1t Corridor Pro_]ect
' City and County of Honoluly

650 South King Street, 3" Floor

Honolulu, HI, 96813

STAPLE HERE
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Honolulu High-Capacity Transit Corridor Project

Welcome to the Honolulu High-Capacity Transit Corridor Project’s Public Hearing for
the Draft Environmental Impact Statement/Section 4(f) Evaluation.

This public meeting and hearing has been designed to inform the public about the transit
project, explain materials contained in the Draft EIS, answer questions from the public,
and collect public input on project issues related to the Draft EIS, Section 106 of the
National Historic Preservation Act, Section 4(f) of the U.S. Department of Transportation
Act, and floodplains affected by the project.

Please review the project information and ask project staff any questions about the
project that you might have. The Draft EIS is available on the project website at
www.honolulutransit.org,

You may provide official comments in several ways. Here at this Public Hearing you
may provide oral comments to a court reporter who will record them for the record or use
this form to provide written comments. After the meeting, you may provide an on-line
comment at www.honolulutransit.org or use this form to send a written commerit to the
Department of Transportation Services. All comments must be postmarked or received
by January 7, 2009 in order for them to be included in the Final EXS.
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Honolulu High-Capacity Transit Corridor Project

Welcome to the Honolulu High-Capacity Transit Corridor Project’s Public Hearing for
the Draft Environmental Impact Statement/Section 4(f) Evaluation,

This public meeting and hearing has been designed to inform the public about the transit
project, explain materials contained in the Draft EIS, answer questions from the public,
and collect public input on project issues related to the Draft EIS, Section 106 of the
National Historic Preservation Act, Section 4(f) of the U.S. Department of Transportation
Act, and floodplains affected by the project.

Please review the project information and ask project staff any questions about the
project that you might have. The Draft EIS is available on the project website at
www.honolulwtransit,org.

You may provide official comments in several ways. Here at this Public Hearing you
may provide oral comments to a court reporter who will record them for the record or use
this form to provide written comments. After the meeting, you may provide an on-line
comment at www.honolulutransit.org or use this form to send a written comment to the
Department of Transportation Services. All comments must be postmarked or received
by January 7, 2009 in order for them to be included in the Final EIS.
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Honolulu High-Capacity Transit Corridor Project

Welcome to the Honolulu High-Capacity Transit Corridor Project’s Public Hearing for
the Draft Environmental Impact Statement/Section 4(f) Evaluation.

This public meeting and hearing has been designed to inform the public about the transit
project, explain materials contained in the Draft EIS, answer questions from the public,
and collect public input on project issues related to the Draft EIS, Section 106 of the
National Historic Preservation Act, Section 4(f) of the U.S. Department of Transportaﬂon
Act, and floodplains affected by the project.

Please review the project information and ask project staff any questions about the
project that you might have. The Draft EIS is available on the project website at
www.honolulutransit.org.

You may provide official comments in several ways. Here at this Public Hearing you
may provide oral comments to a court reporter who will record them for the record or use
this form to provide written comments. After the meeting, you may provide an on-line
comment at www.honolulutransit.org or use this form to send a written comment to the
Department of Transportation Services. All comments must be postmarked or received
byl anuary 7, 2009 in order for them to be included in the Final FIS.
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Honolulu High-Capacity Transit Corridor Project

Welcome to the Honolulu High-Capacity Transit Corridor Project’s Public Hearing for
the Draft Environmental Impact Statement/Section 4(f) Evaluation.

This public meeting and hearing has been designed to inform the public about the transit
project, explain materials contained in the Draft EIS, answer questions from the public,
and collect public input on project issues related to the Draft EIS, Section 106 of the
National Historic Preservation Act, Section 4(f) of the U.S. Department of Transportation
Act, and floodplains affected by the project.

Please review the project information and ask project staff any questions about the
project that you might have. The Draft EIS is available on the project website at
www.honolulutransit.org.

You may provide official comments in several ways. Here at this Public Hearing you
may provide oral comments to a court reporter who will record them for the record or use
this form to provide written comments. After the meeting, you may provide an on-line
comment at www.honolulutransit.org or use this form to send a written comment to the
Department of Transportation Services. All comments must be postmarked or received
by January 7, 2009 in order for them to be included in the Final EIS.
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Ala

December 8, 2008

Mr. Ted Matley
FTA Region IX
201 Mission Street, Suite 1650

Mr. Wayne Yoshioka
Department of Transportation Services
City and County of Honolulu

San Francisco, CA 94105 650 South King Street, 3" Floor

Honolutu, HI 96813

Dear Messrs. Matley and Yoshioka:

The Honoalulu Chapter of the American Institute of Architects (AIA Hanolulu) strongly
supports the concept and implementation of a fixed guideway steel-on-steel rail system
as an integral part of the future plans to meet the needs our growing istand communities.
We therefore offer the following comments and recommendations to assist the City in
strengthening community support, enhancing our neighborhoods and environment,
investing taxpayer money wisely, and ensuring Federal funding for the project.

Review of Project Goals and Objectives

A recent study by AlA National and the Center for Transportation Studies found that “the
success of transportation projects requires integrating fransportation design with
social, economic, and cultural resources. The time for looking at transportation
projects through the single lens of mobility, or even simple access and
connectivity, is long gone.” However, Chapter 1 of the Draft EIS outlines project goals
and objectives that are focused almost exclusively on mobility concerns.

AIA Honolulu therefore recommends that the current project goals should be expanded
and integrated with stronger community-planning objectives. We encourage the use of
social, environmental, and aesthetic criteria — as well as economic efficiency — in the
planning and design of transit system routes and supporting facilites. Transit system
routes and facilities should further support land use objectives — including urban growth
management and efficient transit mode linkages — and respect significant human, cuitural
and natural environments as defined by the City's Primary Urban Center Development
Plan. ’

Other cities such as Portland, Salt Lake, and Sacramento have wisely integrated

- transportation, social, economic, and cultural objectives during the EIS process and as a
result have built popular rail fransit systems which not only transport people efficiently but
also create desirable, livable communities. This emphasis on the bigger picture can best
be summed up by the transit-ptanning protocol followed by Portland since the 1870’s:
“We define what kind of place we want to be and then identify the appropiiate
transportation options to serve it.”™

Likewise, it is our understanding that the Federal Transportation Administration’s

_ evaluation criteria for New Starts funding goes well beyond measuring mohility
improvements. According to its New Starts and Small Starts Evaluation and Rating

" Process, praposed projects are graded against the full range of the following justification

criteria™:

AlA Honolulu
- 19 Merchant Strest. Suite 4062

zizhonotule.org
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Messrs. Matley and Yoshicka
December 8, 2008
Page 2

e Transit Supportive Land Use Policies and Future Patterns
e Environmental Benefits

» Cost Effectiveness

s Mobillty Improvements

s Operating Efficiencies

We similarly recommend that the Honolulu Rail Transit project goels and objectives be
amended fo align closely with these key criteria in order to ensure qualification for
Federal funding.

Additionally, because our island economy remains heavily dependent upon tourism, we
feel it essential that the project objectives should address minimizing economic impact {o
the visitor industry and to our island’s visual appeal. For instance, views from cruise
ships and visitors visual expectations of Hawaii, Honolulu, and Waikiki should be
considered.

Review of Project Impacts .

AlA Honolulu has also carefully reviewed the Draft EIS in relation to our chapter’s public
policies on transporiation. We respectfully offer the following comments regarding the
impacts an elevated guideway will have to our communities.

The City and County of Honolulu’s Primary Urban Center Development Pian (PUC) is a
comprehensive planning document mandated by the City’s Charter to guide “the
development and improvement of the City” into the year 2025." The PUC clearly defines
guidelines to “preserve and enhance significant mauka or makai view corridors
along major collector streets.” Unfortunately, the proposed elevated rail structure wil
block mauka and makai view corridors particularly along Nimitz Highway through historic
Chinatown and Downtown. Although the PUC provides criteria for protecting mauka
views from the Ala Wai promenade”, the Draft EIS does not address visual impacts along
the planned elevated segment serving the University of Hawaii at Manoa.

in addition, the PUC notes “as demonstrated in leading cities throughout the worid,
recapturing visual and physical access to the urban waterfront can stimulate
economic renewal and be a source of civic pride.” Examples of popular waterfront
destinations that have removed their elevated transportation structures include San
Francisco, Boston, Seattle, and Sydney. The PUC goes on to siress that a major
impediment for Honolulu is Nimitz highway that “effectively acts as a physical and
visual barrier cutting off the waterfront from mauka pedestrian travel.™" Elevated
rail stations and structures along the waterfront will make a poor situation worse by
introducing an additional physical and visual barrier. This will largely undo the
tremendous past efforts by the State Department of Transportation to reintegrate-the
Aloha Tower with the rest of Downtown Honolulu.

AlA Honolulu also promotes the preservation and enhancement of historic and cuitural
districts such as Chinatown and the Hawaii Capital District. Our understanding is that the
elevated Chinatown station and guideway structures would be approximately 40-50 feet
above grade.” We therefore respectfully disagree with the finding that the elevated
system will pose “no adverse effect” to our histaric districts™ particularly when the Draft

AA Honolulu
119 Merchant Street, Suite 402

Honaluly. Hawaii 96813-4452
Phone: 808.545.4242

Fax: 808.545.4243

Website: www.alahonolutu.org
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EIS states that “the Projecf elements would contrast substantially with Chinatown’s
historic character™ and that through the Downtown area “the bulk and scale of the
guideway would contrast with the more pedestrian scale [and] character of the
streetscape.”™

We are deeply concerned that despite documenting many of the significant visua! and
aesthetic impacts of the elevated guideway, the Draft E!S fails to propose mitigation
measures to effectively counteract negative impacts on views, connection with the
waterfront, historic districts, and pedestrian streetscapes. AlA Honolulu also
recommends that rather than praviding selective, localized views of the transit guideway
and stations, broader visualization studies should also be performed. Panoramic
mountain and waterfront views as defined by the PUC should be shown, keeping in mind
the potential economic impact upon our tourist industry.

The AIA further advocates the creation of safe, healthy, and easily accessible
environments for transit passengers as well as pedestrians and residents along the
transit route. We are concerned that the areas below elevated rall structures and stations
will become blighted, “nuisance” environments and that the lack of natural puhlic
sightiines into stations will diminish safety and security {for passengers waiting on
platforms. The proposed elevated platforms and concourses will aiso impede convenient
access for both able-bodied and disabled users.

Finally, the AlA promotes sustainable planning, design, and operation of transit systems.
Economic efficiency is also essential. The Draft EIS notes that it will take over 7 times
the energy to consfruct an elevated guideway compared with an at-grade system.™ We
wish to also emphasize that an elevated guideway will require substantially greater
amounts of materials, construction, and time in comparison with at-grade systems.
Simiiarly, elevated systems require increased electrical consumption to power elevators,
escalators, and additional lighting. Increased and ongoing operating and maintenance
costs for public restrooms, painting, graffiti mitigation, and landscaping should also be
accounted for in life cycle cost estimates. AIA Honolulu therefore considers an elevated
system to be the least sustainable and cost effective option available to our communities.

Recommendations
For these reasons, ALA Honolulu urges the City to consider a more flexi ble rait transit
solution capable of running at, below, or above grade to accommodate the particular
conditions within each community. Third rail technology shoutd not be our only option.
Widely used alternatives such as overhead lines would allow much greater flexthility and
would more effectively accommodate social, economic, cultural, and community pianning
objectives. Fiexible transit solutions would also more easily satisfy the FTA's funding
justification criteria for:

« Transit Supportive Land Use Policies and Future Patterns

e Environmental Benefits

s Cost Effectiveness

¢ Mohility Improvements
QOperating Efficiencies

AlA Honaolufu
119 Merchant Strest, Suite 402

Honolulu, Hawaii 96813-4452
Phone: 808.545.4242

Fax: 808.545.4243

Website: www.aiahonolutu.org
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Impacts to our visual, historic, and cultural resources would be mitigated. There would
be fewer defrimental consequences for our tourist industry. More of the cultural
indigenous character of our communities, neighborhoods, and pedestrian streetscapes
would be preserved or even enhanced. Sustainable objectives would be more easily
achieved with lower requirements for energy, material, construction, time, and cost. In
comparison with elevated systems, at grade systems would require less taxpayer funding
and offer greater flexibility and affordability in planning for future extensions.

AIA Honolulu sincerely thanks the City and County of Honolulu for this opportunity to offer
our comments and recommendations publicly. We have enjoyed greater dislogue with
the City on fransit issues in recent months and we reaffirm our willingness to work
together with the Mayor, his administration, its consultants, and the City Council on
developing viable and effective regional community planning and urban design solutions
far this historic project, including the possibility of alternative mass transit corridors.

Sincerely Yours,

ey H
Sidney C ). Char, AlA
Presidenf AIA Honolulu

' Moving Communities Forward, p. 44

" Community Building Sourcebook, Land Use and Transportation Initiatives in Portland
Oregon, p. 1-4

" FY2009 New Starts and Small Starts Evaluation and Rating Process, p. 3
" Primary Urban Center Development Plan (PUC), p. 1-1

Y PUC, p. 3-12

“PUC, p. 34, 3-5

¥ pyC, p. 3-38

i pyC, p. 3-39

" Draft EIS, p. 2-24

*Draft EIS, Table 5-2, p. 5-7

“ Draft EIS, p. 4-77

i Draft E1S, p. 4-82

™ Draft EIS, p. 4-159

AlA Honolulu
119 Merchant Street, Suite 402

Honolulu, Hawaii 96813-4452
Phone: 808.545.4242

Fax: 808.545.4243

Webske: www.alahonolulu.org
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RECORD # 194 DETAILS
Status :

Creation Date :

Creator Affiliation :
First Name :

Last Name :
Business/Organization :
Address :

Alternative Preference :
Apt./Suite No. :

City :

State :

Zip Code :

Email :

Telephone :

Telephone Extension :
Add to Mailing List :
Submission Method :

Other Submission Method :

Submission Date :

Submission Content/Notes :

Reply Requested :
Submission Type :

FOIA (Freedom of
Information Request)
Request :

FOIA Referral Date :
FOIA Response Date :

Initial Action Needed
12/16/2008

kenny
smith
none
3178 t st

sacramento

CA

95816
kenny2154@att.net

Email
Website

12/16/2008
did you ever look at the bay area of BART system?

if you did not see the system you need to look at theres ok please. you

will like it.
Yes
Draft EIS Comment
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RECORD # 197 DETAILS
Status :

Creation Date :

Creator Affiliation :
First Name :

Last Name :
Business/Organization :
Address :

Alternative Preference :
Apt./Suite No. :

City :

State :

Zip Code :

Email :

Telephone :

Telephone Extension :
Add to Mailing List :
Submission Method :

Other Submission Method :

Submission Date :
Submission Content/Notes

Reply Requested :
Submission Type :

FOIA (Freedom of
Information Request)
Request :

FOIA Referral Date :
FOIA Response Date :

Initial Action Needed
12/18/2008

Glenn
Kuhia Jr

HI
96706

None
Website

12/18/2008

: What ever happened to making Kapolei the second city and wanting to

keep west side residents on the west side instead of giving them an
alternative to going into town? Why cant we double deck the existing
freeway system and open it up to the public for free? no hotlanes or
tolls just a double decker freeway. i recently read there will be massive
development around all the rail stops, why encourage development and
add more people and cars to the road.

Draft EIS Comment

AR00057013



RECORD # 198 DETAILS
Status :

Creation Date :

Creator Affiliation :
First Name :

Last Name :
Business/Organization :
Address :

Alternative Preference :
Apt./Suite No. :

City :

State :

Zip Code :

Email :

Telephone :

Telephone Extension :
Add to Mailing List :
Submission Method :

Other Submission Method :

Submission Date :

Submission Content/Notes :

Reply Requested :
Submission Type :

FOIA (Freedom of
Information Request)
Request :

FOIA Referral Date :
FOIA Response Date :

Initial Action Needed
12/18/2008

Troy

Kimura

DoE Facility Development Branch
824 Kinau St

812

Honolulu

HI

96813
41tkimura@gmail.com
808-741-4713

Both
Website

12/18/2008

The first phase of construction should serve the Downtown-Mapunapuna
area, not the Kapolei-Waipahu area. The idea is that there will be more
riders who use the rail if the destination is the downtown area, and it
should provide immediate traffic relief in the Salt Lake, H-1 Middle and
Kalihi areas. Each of these areas are severely impacted by current
traffic volume because each of them have major highway and freeway
interchanges with no room to expand. As someone whos worked as a
courier in that area on a daily basis | can tell you first hand that these
places are the ones that back everyone else up. These areas also have
a high volume of industrial traffic which will benefit greatly from less
vehicles in that vicinity which in turn may curb their fuel usage, and help
keep costs associated with transportation of their goods at a reasonable
rate.

Yes
Draft EIS Comment
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Status :

Creation Date :

Creator Affiliation :
First Name :

Last Name :
Business/Organization :
Address :

Alternative Preference :
Apt./Suite No. :

City :

State :

Zip Code :

Email :

Telephone :

Telephone Extension :
Add to Mailing List :
Submission Method :

Other Submission Method :

Submission Date :

Initial Action Needed
12/18/2008

Ben

Ramelb

Registered Civil Engineer Retired
1148 Ala Lilikoi St

Hon

HI

96818
ramelbb001@hawaii.rr.com
839-1620

Both
Website

12/18/2008
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Submission Content/Notes : 29 December, 2008

To:

Mr. Wayne Yoshioka

Director Department of Transportation Services
City and County of Honolulu

650 South King St. 3rd Floor

Honolulu

HI 96813

FAX: (808) 587-6080

Subject: Comment on Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS)
“Honolulu High-capacity transit corridor Project”’, Issue- Project
Construction Phasing will not provide early traffic relief

Fact:
The rail project construction phasing is proposed in four phases as
discussed on DEIS page 2-38 and as shown on Figure 2-44 as follows:

- East Kapolei to Pearl Highlands (First Construction Phase)

- Pearl Highlands to Aloha Stadium (Second Construction Phase)
- Aloha Stadium to Middle Street (Third Construction Phase)

- Middle Street to Ala Moana Shopping Center (Fourth and final
Construction Phase)

Discussion:

The primary purpose of any mass transit system is to provide traffic relief
and to provide relief in the near term. The major West and Central Oahu
traffic bottlenecks are at the Middle Street merge and at the H-1/H2
merge. Construction phases for the rail should be prioritized to reduce
the traffic bottlenecks at these two locations. Therefore, the project
construction phasing shown above should be reversed:

- Middle Street to Ala Moana Shopping Center (First Construction
Phase)

- Aloha Stadium to Middle Street (Second Construction Phase)

- Pearl Highlands to Aloha Stadium (Third Construction Phase)

- East Kapolei to Pearl Highlands (Fourth Construction Phase)

This revised project phasing is logical because:

a) The Middle Street to Ala Moana Shopping Center first phase will
provide early traffic relief to the Middle Street bottle neck.

b) The funding source for the entire 20 mile segment is not guaranteed,
recognizing that the General Excise Tax is not meeting projections in
revenue due to the expected long term slumping economy. The
taxpayer will not tolerate any increase in property tax or GET to fund any
rail fund shortfall.

¢) The funding amount from the Federal Transit Authority is not
guaranteed.

d) Ifrail funds are delayed, providing traffic relief to the traffic
bottlenecks on H-1 will be delayed.

AR00057016



e) Each phase for rail will provide the maximum bang for the dollar. The
rail will be completely be useable and serve the most number of
commuters as each phase is completed. Conversely, the Kapolei to
Pearl Highlands would serve very few commuters as most commuters
will be destined for east of Pearl Harbor and beyond in the easterly
direction.

Vehicle Maintenance and Storage Facility for each construction phase
can be temporarily established to support each construction phase as
modified:

a) For the Middle Street phase, some 40 acres could be obtained along
Lagoon Drive to include portions of Keehi Lagoon Park, Airport vacant
areas and commercial businesses including Budget Car Rental. At
least 10 acres for park and ride can be acquired in the airport area
alongside Aolele Street and Lagoon Drive.

b) For the Aloha Stadium phase, portions of the Aloha Stadium Parking
lot can be temporarily used for the Storage Facility and temp facilities for
vehicle maintenance.

¢) For the Pearl Highlands Phase, a 43-acre vacant site near Leeward
Community College is available (DEIS figure 2-42).

d) A 41-acre site is identified for the Kapolei phase (DEIS figure 2-41).

Conclusion:

Construction of the Middle Street to Ala Moana Phase as a first priority is
consistent with providing near-term traffic relief, will initially serve the
most number of commuters, will be completely usuable and cost
effective, and will not force the taxpayer to pay more taxes to fund
additional rail segments should rail funding sources not achieve revenue
projections.

Recommendation:

The DEIS should reverse the construction project phasing as discussed
above starting with the Middle Street to Ala Moana Shopping Center as
the First Phase.

Respectfully,

Ben Ramelb P.E.
1148 Ala Lilikoi St
Honolulu, HI
96818

Copy to:

1) Mr. Ted Matley

FTA Region IX

201 Mission St. Suite 1650
San Francisco, CA 94105
FAX 415-744-2726

2) Governor Linda Lingle
Hawaii State Capitol

415 S Beretania St. 5th Floor
Honolulu, HI 96813
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Reply Requested :
Submission Type :

FOIA (Freedom of
Information Request)
Request :

FOIA Referral Date :
FOIA Response Date :

FAX (808) 586-0006

3) Honolulu City Council Members
FAX (808) 867-5011

Yes

Draft EIS Comment
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Submission Type :

FOIA (Freedom of
Information Request)
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FOIA Referral Date :
FOIA Response Date :

Initial Action Needed
12/19/2008

george
plechaty

1380 Lusitana St.

Honolulu,

HI

96816
georgepechaty@aol.com

Both
Website

12/19/2008

Rail is needed ASAP. Long overdue. Airport stop is
ano brainer.

Draft EIS Comment
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Jacquelyn
Brezeale

91-1008 Makaike st

Ewa

HI

96706
taimalie@gmail.com
808 554-683

Both
Website

12/19/2008

Please approve new re-alignment of rail to be routed through Military
bases/Airport. As an employee that works in the airport area, | would
consider using the rail to commute to work. It would also allive the most
traffic from our traffic prone H-1/H2 corridor which | deal with on my daily

commute.

Mahalo,
Jackie Brezeale

Draft EIS Comment
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Christian
Sorli

P O Box 1083

Kailua

HI

96734
christiansorli@gmail.com
808-262-2262

Email
Website

12/19/2008

| feel that the Honolulu Transit is one of the best transit projects for
Oahu. We are only 20 years too late. We need to move forward quickly
to make up for all the lost time. We need to meet with other large cities
(ex: Portland) to discuss their pros and cons during their development
and operations.

We need to focus on moving the masses of people that overflow the H1
and H2. Thatis our purpose.

Keeping in mind that any mistakes we make today will cost much more
to correct tomorrow. So let's petition input from other cities to make sure
we limit any possible mistakes during planning and development.

Christian Sorli
Yes
Draft EIS Comment
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deborah
agles

HI
96813
dagles@juno.com

Email
Website

12/19/2008

to make the rail a desirable service that will be utilized and truly alleviate
the awful leeward traffic mess, | would recommend the following:
Minimal stops with feeder buses or trollys (5-10 stops instead of 20), it
has to be time efficient and better than driving or it won't be used. It
should extend from downtown Kapolei to UH, via the airport, not Salt
Lake. Apprpriate stops would be Kapolei, east Kapolei at the Geiger Rd
/ Waipahu interchange, Leeward college, Pearl Ridge, airport,
downtown, ala moana / waikiki, and UH Manoa. | would agree with Mr
Dijou that pearl ridge - HNL be built first, that makes much more sense
that in an underdeveloped area. Also, | would reconsider the steel
wheels, they can be quite noisy, and with the rail traversing residental
areas, best to be as quiet as possible. Thanks for the oppertunity to
speak my mind.

Yes
Draft EIS Comment

AR00057022



RECORD # 205 DETAILS
Status :

Creation Date :

Creator Affiliation :
First Name :

Last Name :
Business/Organization :
Address :

Alternative Preference :
Apt./Suite No. :

City :

State :

Zip Code :

Email :

Telephone :

Telephone Extension :
Add to Mailing List :
Submission Method :

Other Submission Method :

Submission Date :

Initial Action Needed
12/19/2008

Monika
Panfiglio

2233 Ala Wai Blvd

3B

Honolulu

HI

96815
monikabobonica@gmail.com

Both
Website

12/19/2008
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Submission Content/Notes : | have two points I'd like to make about the development of the
necessary and majority voted mass transit.
The re-routing around Salt Lake and through the airport was a way to
trick the residents of Salt Lake to vote for the rail. In actuality, fairness is
not met in the goals here, nor the other 5 goals but re-routing around the
communities of Oahu.
| live in a family owned apartment in Waikiki and have been a personal
witness to the unintended consequence of steel rebar rusting within the
concrete it's putin. Every 30 years or so, steel on steel (in concrete) will
have to be maintained to the point of rendering the whole system as
being unreliable and not worth using. There will be so much
construction in noise and delays of regular routes that it could render the
entire project futile and money wasted. | think that even professionals
are baffled by the causes of this phenomenon. (Otherwise they wouldn't
build lanai's like the ones all over waikiki today) It could be a
combination of steel, salt air (which is unescapeable to Hawaii, salt
water (being in proximity to the ocean), we don't even know. And we
probably cannot avoid construction continual costs in taxes, and
permanent construction.
As we have seen in other cities that mass transit is a real and much
needed relief to cities congestion and consumption. But all too many
times, for example Seattle, if transit hasn't been done right, then the
whole project could go bad. In Seattle, they voted to spend the largest
amount of money on their dear city (and infrastructure) and 30 years ago
invested in the Monorail. The monorail was so expensive (building it on
"legs") that it only spanned about 4 blocks downtown (between hotels
and shopping malls) No one but tourists (to Seattle, so not that many)
use it. And now they are pitted in years of undecided election results
because everyone is so burnt out of transits costs (they vote on
something, then tax, and then vote to change it and all over again).

In Hawaii, we don't have the apathetic voters just yet. And we haven't
already invested in bad mass transit infrastructure. We have a hopeful
lot that's willing to see a change. So, please don't screw it up.

A registered voter and long time Hawaii resident,
Monika Panfiglio

Reply Requested : Yes
Submission Type : Draft EIS Comment
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Robert
Chang

758-16th Ave

Honolulu

HI

96816
bobbychang@hawaii.rr.com
733-2818

Both
Website

12/20/2008

| feel the rail should start in the middle of town and work its way in both
directions connecting with the University of Hawaii ASAP. Starting in the
middle of a field is less expenses but who wants to ride around in the
middle of a field? If ridership is the desired end result it must be built
where the riders are. This is also important as with the economy as it is,
the tax dollar from excise taxes is not going to be as projected. Raising
property taxes, or the excise tax for this project should not be an
alternative as people of Hawaii are having a hard enough time as itis.
The airport rather than the Salt Lake route is also a better choice. Too
bad there isn't a way to do iti underground as it will make Oahu very ugly
with trains running in the air blocking views and making noise.

Yes
Draft EIS Comment
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Robert

Pereira

Midas Auto Service
94-709 Farrington Hwy

B

Waipahu

HI

96797
bob@midashawaii.com

Both
Website

12/20/2008

It looks like you plan to use a portion of the property at 1415 Dillingham
Blvd. for the project. Can you tell me how you will use the property and

how it will affect my business at that location?

Yes
Draft EIS Comment
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Paul
Tse

155 N. Beretania St.

202

Honolulu

HI

96817
ptse189@yahoo.com

Both
Website

12/20/2008

| have several suggestions for the rail transit system. It's better to start
the first phrase from downtown honolulu to Pearl Clty first. | heard that
the rail system will be intergrated with TheBus , TheBoat. Hybrid buses
will also be use in this project instead of diesel buses. The reason why is
that the buses will reduce greenhouse gases.

Yes

Draft EIS Comment
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jake
cargas

mokauea st.

honolulu

HI

96819
chrysler_87@yahoo.com

None
Website

12/22/2008

2018 is way too LONG!.

why would they start the construction in the west side? isn't that weird?
shouldn't they build at the most populated area to serve many people? if
they build along waipahu to aloha stadium, and kalihi to chinatown, that
would benefit most of the people beauce that is where the congestion
starts.

if they start in the left most area, who will benefit from that if they are
traveling to the downtown honolulu? they still have to ride the bus and
still pass waipahu, kalihi,etc...

and besides, people from the center area are the ones who get unfair
treatment. they have to wait for the buses from the west and the moment
thus buses arrive, there's no more available seat and everything.
western peopl already have "the boat" and the "Express buses". well if
they ride from the west area and wants to go downtown, it will be nice if
they stops at the center and ride the rail through downtown.

Yes
Draft EIS Comment
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From: BakiProp@aol.com [mailto:BakiProp@aol.com]
Sent: Wednesday, December 10, 2008 10:30 PM

To: Yoshioka, Wayne

Subject: No Subject

I am against the rail, especially now. We are going broke, even without this new
cost Where is the money going to come from?
Robert Thomas

Make your 1life easier with all your friends, email, and favorite sites in one place.

Try it now.
Chttp://waww.aol.com/?optin=new-dp&icid=aolcom40vanity&ncid=emlcntaolcom00000010)

Page 1

AR00057029



- PHT, Inc. dba

& Rdynesan Hogpitality
Re Honolulu’s proposed rail

The Honolulu City Council’s chosen Locally Preferred Alternative was projected to cost
$4.5 billion in 2006 dollars. The City is planning on receiving $1.2 billion from the
Federal Transit Administration (FTA), a figure that has never been granted before even
to NY City or Los Angeles but based on promises by the Hawaii congressional team,
especially Representative Abercrombie. I'll believe the Representative Abercrombie
only when the money is actually delivered considering the current strain on federal
budget.

During the months preceding the recent elections, a blitzkrieg of radio, newspaper, TV
and mailed advertising (at last count stood at about four million dollars) which
included gross misrepresentations at taxpayer expense (see Appendix A) resulted in
50.6% of the voters on the November 4, 2008 elections voting yes for the rail city charter
amendment.

Worse yet, the general excise tax surcharge on Oahu that is collected in support of a
Fixed Guideway project is collecting much less taxes than expected for two years in a
row due to the severe downturn in tourist arrivals. Thus the city is heading into a
financial crisis if this system begins construction.

The proposed rail will eventually carry tourist to and from the airport and Waikiki
and/or Kapolei. The current route excludes the airport but plans are for an airport spur
or shuttle from a substation. That really is upsetting because we are being taxed for
something that will eventually compete directly with us for the tourist business. There
are rules in place forbidding the “subsidized municipal transits” from competing
against the private transportation companies, but only this year has the City suddenly
started complying. For the handicap movements they put it out to bid but no private
company could provide the service because of lack of equipment and profits; so the City
takes over, supplies 10 times the vehicles and operates at a multi-million dollar loss
through the quasi-C&C operator, Oahu Transit Services (OTS). OTS’s president,
Morton, came out publicly stating that the buses were up to capacity and the roads
could not accommodate the current fleet of buses. However, it is cheaper to get new
buses from the Federal Government so the City keeps expanding the fleet and services.
We have gone from zero subsidy to over $130 million annually in subsidized bus
services. Why can’t the Fed’s give the private bus companies similar subsidies since we
carry the general public too? 1 would love to get new buses every so many years, pay

650 Iwilei Road, Suite 415 @ Honolulu, Hawaii 96817 ® Phone (808) 524-5040 Fax (808) 524-4194

AR00057030



myself and our employees premium dollars and and not worry about operating in the
deficit. This is what our City government and the Feds are doing,.

For starters, how about excluding the private transportation companies from all the
taxes and fees that burden of industry such as vehicle weight taxes, vehicle bus stop
fees, fuel taxes and worst of all mass transit subsidy tax?.

Thank you for your consideration. We look forward to any assistance and
dissemination of information you may be able to provide to decision makers in the
nation’s capital.

Respectfully yours,

Lawson S. Teshima

PHT, Inc. Secretary-Treasurer
650 Iwilei Road, Suite 415
Honolulu, HI 96817

Phone (808) 524-5040

Email: lawson@kobay.com
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JOHN

HACKNEY

NONE

721 PAOPUA LOOP

KAILUA

HI

96734
JHACKNEY@CARLSONSATOTRAVEL.COM
808-261-9828

Email
Website

12/24/2008

THIS WHOLE RAIL THING IS A HUGE BOONDOOGLE.
NOTHING TO EASE TRAFFIC.

PLUS, THE WORST PART OF THE WHOLE THING IS THAT THE
PROJECT IS UNAFFORDABLE. THE PEOPLE THAT MIGHT RIDE
THE PROJECT ARE NOT THE ONES WHO WILL END OF PAYING
FOR IT. BOTH YOU AND | KNOW THAT PROPERTY TAX PAYERS
WILL END UP SHOULDERING A HUGE PERCENTAGE OF THE
TOTAL COST.

Yes
Draft EIS Comment

IT WILL DO
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Tad
Matsuno

HI
96816
krankedparts@aol.com

Email
Website

12/25/2008

: Just a comment that | think the extension to UH is a greatidea. A

necessary one that will help with minimizing traffic. | notice the traffic
difference when UH is not in session as traffic time during morning rush
hour is cut. | have been watching the traffic differences between private
school sessions and UH and it appears that those commuting to UH are
a big factor in traffic. | also think students would opt more to commuting
via the rail system than other traffic groups. Thanks.

Draft EIS Comment
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Earl
Yamasaki

859 Papalalo Place

Honolulu

HI

96825
earlyamasaki@hotmail.com
294-2096

Both
Website

12/25/2008

Instead of building a rail, we should use the funds for education, fixing,
improving roads and higher capacity or more buses to make it more
convenient for riders.

Why gamble and spend so much money for rail without knowing the
results. What if you don't have the desired results? You are stuck with a
white elephant. Get more buses on the routes and make it so convenient
that people will gladly ride it. If it does not work you won't have a white
elephant to deal with. Residents on Oahu are very used to convenience
and they won't ride the rail if they have to run errands or drop their
children off at school, etc.

We need to invest in our keiki and give them the chance to succeed. Fix
our terrible roads.

Please give this some thought. Mahalo.

Draft EIS Comment
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michael

chu

LP&D Hawaii
126 queen street

306

honolulu

HI

96813
mchu-LPD@hawaii.rr.com
537-4674

Email
Website

12/25/2008

. As a partially federally funded project, is there a mandatory small

business set aside (i.e. SBA 8(a), veteran owned, HUB Zone, DBE, etc.)
provision for the design and construction of this project?

If so, | request the set aside be for 8(a) service disable veteran owned
businesses.

Yes
Draft EIS Comment
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Renate
Alarcon
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401
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Email
Website

12/25/2008
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Submission Content/Notes : | voted no on the Primary Election for a rail system. Because of the
money spend on the the type of system and the route. The beauty of
the Island is also at stake. Yes we do have a traffic problem on the
Island but the rail system the "Mayor" wants so bad it not what this
island needs and not the answer. Viaduct like on the airport/nimitz is
more close in certain areas, to solve the traffic problem. The people
here on the island won't give up their cars, therefore, building such a
hugh concrete blocks on the island will be worthless it will not help the
traffic problem. | recently went to Los Angeles and | viewed their rail
route in China town, the rail is on concrete blocks and looks awful going
by a residential apartment area. "I do not want" such an awful looking
piece of concrete going by my apartment building, if build it will go right
by bedroom in Salt Lake. From what | heard on the Public Hearing on
December 9, in Salt Lake there would be stations at the Stadium and
Salt Lake Shopping Center. That is a joke, where are going all those
people from Salt Lake park their cars there is not enough spaces for all
the people with their cars in Salt Lake it is a dense populate residential
area. The ones who do not have cars, do you think they will walk all the
way down to the rail station, no they are not, they will take the closest
bus available and not the rail. This is a hasty way of doing business, as
previously said the island has a traffic problem, however, the present
wanted system by the Mayor is not "it". The federal government will give
money for any project *they would have the last time" now and
thereafter. Please come up with friendlier riding system for the public,
so the public will be able to use it and it will not destroy the beauty of this
island. People where able to vote on the rail project, even though they
are never able to use and affected by this rail system.
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Chuyang
Baideme

955 Ala Lilikoi Street

804

Honolulu

HI

96818
chuyang@hawaii.edu

Email
Website

12/26/2008
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Submission Content/Notes : Here are my suggestions

1. We should start building the rail from East Kapolei instead of from
town because the purpose of the rail is to reduce the traffic congestion
on the island. If more people take the rail to town, that will not only
reduce the traffic congestion from the more and more densely populated
Kapolei, Waipahu and Eva areas, it will also relief the traffic jam in town.
But if we start building it in town, people still have to drive to town to
work. That doesn't really solve the traffic problem at all. We don't have to
follow suit of other cities, we need to look at where the problems are on
this island.

2. The rail should go through Salt Lake instead of the airport. The
purpose of the rail is to serve the residents on the island, not tourists.
Salk Lake area has a lot of female workers who don't drive, they rely on
the bus to commute to work. If the rail goes through Salt Lake, the
ridership will probably be higher than in any other areas.

Who will use the rail more? Or how can the rail be used more efficiently?
The tourists who come for a visit and travel from the airport to downtown
or the residents in Salt Lake who commute everyday to work?

Beside that, if the rail goes through the airport and the tourists take the
rail to downtown or Waikiki, how many taxi drivers, travel agencies and
car-rental companies will loose their jobs?

In a word, the rail will mostly be paid by the tax payers living on this
island; serving the residents should be the priority and the primary
purpose of building the rail, not the tourists, who come for visit maybe
once in a year or maybe once in a life time.
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Corey

Shibata

citizen of Honolulu
1304 Naulu Place

Honolulu

HI

96818
bata-777@hotmail.com
422-1981

Email
Website

12/26/2008
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Submission Content/Notes : | submit the following comments:

The Salt Lake route should be used because:

1. It will get more working citizens off the road since it will run through a
high density population,

2. The airport track can be added later. Residents will not use the
transit to the airport since they have so much to carry.

3. Tourists from the airport won't even use the transit until the Waikiki
track is constructed.

4. Rush hour traffic M-F are mostly single person vehicles. Tour buses
and taxis are insignificant.

5. Rush hour traffic on Sat are mostly residents. Tour buses and taxis
are insignificant.

The route should run East from Kapolei to Fort Weaver Rd and up to
Farrington Hwy because:

1. Again the route would run through a high populated area.

2. With the transit running past LCC, HCC, and UH Manoa there is no
need to build a West Oahu College. If West Oahu College is built, then
they can provide their own shuttles like UH.

More Stops from Ewa to Kalihi Should be Built because:

1. It will promote more ridership (closer walking/biking distance to
stations).

2. There are alot of businesses in Waipahu, Pearl City, and
Mapunapuna where citizens will go to work.

Construction Schedule need to be fast tracked (build outwards from
stations) because:

1. If costis an issue, then it should be built asap.

2. Ridership won't be significant until the downtown tracks are

completed.

3. The economy needs help now. Not 10 years from now.
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Michael
Dahilig

95-1081 Milia Street

Mililani

HI

96789
dahilig@gmail.com
808-721-1585

None
Website

12/27/2008

| believe the Draft EIS document has included all required disclosures

pursuant to the National Environmental Protection Act.

Also, | am in support of this project, as | believe it will have a long-term

positive impact on our environment.

Yes
Draft EIS Comment

AR00057042



RECORD # 225 DETAILS
Status :

Creation Date :

Creator Affiliation :
First Name :

Last Name :
Business/Organization :
Address :

Alternative Preference :
Apt./Suite No. :

City :

State :

Zip Code :

Email :

Telephone :

Telephone Extension :
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Submission Type :

FOIA (Freedom of
Information Request)
Request :

FOIA Referral Date :

Initial Action Needed
12/27/2008

Christopher
Mapa

91173 Fort Weaver Road

Ewa Beach

HI

96706
mapa.christopher@gmail.com

Both
Website

12/27/2008

| understand the concept of rail very well, | have lived in San Francisco
for about two years then returned home in Ewa Beach, and have taken
many commuter rails such as CALtrain/Muni Metro/ VTA and BART. |
prefer BART because of its speed, as well as length of trains and its
similarities to what Hawaii is planning. We (the people of Hawaii) need to
start thinking of a designated length of train (how many cars long) and
our own design. Ever television ad that | have seen so far, only depicts a
train that is two cars long, and in turn can give the public second
thoughts. "If the train will only be that long, whats the point in even taking
it, if | have to wait in a crowded station anyway?" BART trains, in my
experience have ranged anywhere from 4-10 cars long, allowing for
more passengers to travel at once.

We need to start thinking of our own design(s) as well as educating the
general public that the planned rail project doesn't just have to be whats
depicted on TV, but what is depicted is just an idea borrowed from other
rail systems.

Yes

Draft EIS Comment
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FOIA (Freedom of
Information Request)
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FOIA Response Date :

Initial Action Needed
12/27/2008

Sheree-Victoria
laea

2625 Namauu Drive

Honolulu

HI

96817
sheree_iaea@yahoo.com
8083303834

Both
Website

12/27/2008

Aloha to whom ever this may concern,

| really think that this transit system isnt great for Hawaii, espescially at
times like this. Last night was one of Hawaii's biggest black out since the
earth quake and we wouldnt have problems if we had back power plants
to the ones we already have. If one goes down we have another. Look
we have comments in the advertiser from people in Okinawa and they
have yet to have a blackout like the one in Oahu. That tells you
something, use our tax paying money to something we need not to
something we want. Im one of the people that voted for the transit not to
be build, but seriously if the goverment gets there heads out of their
asses an really look over everything they could see what exactly were
going through. thanks for your time for reading my response.

Yes
Draft EIS Comment
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Creator Affiliation :
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Business/Organization :
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Initial Action Needed
12/27/2008

Bill
Russell

Retired, U.S. Secret Service, Wash., D.C.

94-309 Puuwepa Placem

Mililani

HI

96789

foxiejrt1 @aol.com
625-5358

Email
Website

12/27/2008
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Submission Content/Notes : | don't think the rail system will be widely used, because it will take us
too long to get to get where we want to go, and because of the problems
with graffiti and vehicle break-ins at the stations.

Time:

If we have to take a bus to get to a station, then take another bus when
we get off the train, and the train will make 19 or 21 stops in 20 miles, all
that will consume too much time.

Break-ins at the stations:

Oahu is famous for vehicle break-ins and grafitti. Costly security
measures will be needed at each of the 19 or 21 stations and on each
train.

The total cost for building and maintaining and providing for security for
rail is way too much for the benefits gained.

| watched the debates.

Prof. Prevadouros was right. There are other mass transit systems
which are better, less costly, and will get us where we want to go fasterl,

than rail.
Mahalo
Reply Requested : Yes
Submission Type : Draft EIS Comment

FOIA (Freedom of
Information Request)
Request :

FOIA Referral Date :
FOIA Response Date :
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Submission Type :
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FOIA Response Date :

Initial Action Needed
12/27/2008

James
Ha

1201 Liliha Street

202

Honolulu

HI

96817
hajames12@yahoo.com

Both
Website

12/27/2008

| live on Liliha Street, please make a stop near Liliha Street, thank you.

Yes
Draft EIS Comment

ARO00057047



RECORD # 229 DETAILS
Status :

Creation Date :

Creator Affiliation :
First Name :

Last Name :
Business/Organization :
Address :

Alternative Preference :
Apt./Suite No. :

City :

State :

Zip Code :

Email :

Telephone :

Telephone Extension :
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Reply Requested :
Submission Type :

FOIA (Freedom of
Information Request)
Request :

FOIA Referral Date :
FOIA Response Date :

Initial Action Needed
12/28/2008

Bonnie
Chan

HI
96701
b_chan@hawaiiantel.net

None
Website

12/28/2008

| am concerned about the noise pollution that will be ongoing from 4 a.m.

until midnight. Doesn't the city have noise regulations? | am a

professional music therapist (I work for the state), & | am especially
aware of the stressful effects of excessive and disruptive sound & noise

on human physiology and behavior.
Yes
Draft EIS Comment
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Reply Requested :
Submission Type :

FOIA (Freedom of
Information Request)
Request :

FOIA Referral Date :
FOIA Response Date :

Initial Action Needed
12/28/2008

Steven
Lum

731 Amana Street

1203

Honolulu

HI

96814
kokohead7k@hawaiiantel.net

Standard
Website

12/28/2008

: Oahu experienced another total electrical blackout on 12-26-08, the

second in as many years. What backup do you have for the rail which

depends on electricity? Will the rail work at all during a blackout?

Yes
Draft EIS Comment

AR00057049



RECORD # 232 DETAILS
Status :

Creation Date :

Creator Affiliation :
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Reply Requested :
Submission Type :

FOIA (Freedom of
Information Request)
Request :

FOIA Referral Date :
FOIA Response Date :

Initial Action Needed
12/29/2008

Jonathon
Custer

5747 Dorothy Drive
San Diego
CA

92115
jeuster@cts.com

Email
Website

12/29/2008

Airport route will provide cost savings to locals and tourists alike. This

will MAKE money for the state if TOURISM is more accessable.

San Diego does not provide airport route...bad for visitors and locals.

ONLY THE TAXI COMPANIES PROFIT!! Look at your priorities.

Cities like San Francisco, Chicago, London, Paris, Stockholm, etc...have

TOURISM and local convience as their top priority!!

Mahalo...Jonathon Custer

Yes
Draft EIS Comment
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Creator Affiliation :
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Other Submission Method :

Submission Date :

Initial Action Needed
12/29/2008

Ben

Ramelb

Retired Civil Engineer
1148 Ala Lilikoi St

HON

HI

96818
ramelbb001@hawaii.rr.com

Both
Website

12/29/2008
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Submission Content/Notes : 29 December, 2008

To:

Mr. Wayne Yoshioka

Director Department of Transportation Services
City and County of Honolulu

650 South King St. 3rd Floor

Honolulu

HI 96813

FAX: (808) 587-6080

Subject: Comment on Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS)
“Honolulu High-capacity transit corridor Project”,

Issue : The DEIS lacks the Managed Lane Alternative (MLA) as stated in
the Notice of Intent (NOI) dated 7 Dec 2007 (reference (a), which states:
“The Federal Transit Administration (FTA) and the City and County of
Honolulu, Department of Transportation Services (DTS) intend to
prepare an EIS (and Alternative Analysis (AA)) on a proposal by the City
and County of Honolulu to implement transit improvements that
potentially include high-capacity transit service in a 25-mile travel
corridor between Kapolei and the University of Hawaii at Manoa and
Waikiki. Alternatives proposed to be considered in the AA and draft EIS
include No Build, Transportation System Management, Managed Lanes,
and Fixed Guideway Transit. Other transit alternatives may be identified
during the scoping process.”

Discussion:

The process used by the City & County of Honolulu (City) for assessing
the Managed Lane Alternative (MLA) in the City’s Alternatives Analysis
(AA) was flawed.

a) A similar length Managed Lane, reversible three-lane transit way was
built for $320 million in Tampa in year 2005, while the City AA estimated
the similar MLA to cost $2.6 Billion.

b) Professor Panos Prevedouros published a study for Managed Lanes
(reversible) in March 2008, “ Transportation Alternatives Analysis for
Mitigating Traffic Congestion between Leeward Oahu and Honolululu”
which shows the 11 mile three-lane cost estimate to be $900 million
which is in line with the $320 million Tampa three-lane reversible transit
way. The professor believes the Plan's costs are accurate based on
cost estimate spreadsheet analysis received from a local heavy
construction estimation expert is $818,634,000 in 2008 dollars. Again,
this estimate is more in line with the Tampa three lane reversible Transit
way estimate and refutes the AA estimate of $2.6 Billion. The AA
estimate disqualified the Managed Lane Alternative to be inferior to the
Rail Alternative which cost $3.7 Billion.

¢) 2008 Mayoral Candidate Ann Kobayashi, using the Professor's
Managed Lane study and the former Mayor Harris Administration BRT
Study, proposed a similar Managed Lane 15-mile fixed guideway which
is estimated at $1.2 Billion. The estimate is similar to the 11 mile
Managed Lane and which should have been used in the AA rather than
$2.6 Billion.
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d) Parsons Brinkerhoff (PB) and the City proposed that automobiles
with two or more occupants should be allowed toll free on the MLA. This
made the current contraflow zipper lane untenable and thus provided the
rationale for removing it. The net result was that the additional two lane
advantage that the MLA offered to the Corridor was reduced to one lane.
They failed

to publish their assessment of the option of having all autos pay a toll,
which would have

resulted in the zipper lane and the two-lane advantage being retained.
And they failed to

analyze MLA options with higher occupancy thresholds, such as three
through five

occupants.

e) PB and the City added unnecessary costs to the project by proposing
a 16-mile facility
while not testing the viability of shorter 10 to 12-mile versions.

f) PB and the City inflated MLA operating costs to make the project
appear uncompetitive with the Fixed Guideway Alternative. Just two
examples are a) the projection of a totally unnecessary 5,400 parking
stalls for the MLA, and b) saddling the MLA with inflated bus
operating costs.

g) PB and the City engineered the ingress and egress ramps in a way
that could only result in heavy traffic congestion at these points. In fact,
the MLA has exit/off ramps along its route for access to job centers other
than downtown Honolulu.

h) PB and the City grossly inflated the capital costs of the MLA with the
result that, if

correct, it would be twice the cost per lane mile of any highway ever built
in the U.S.

In his letter to the City and copied to FTA, Dr. Panos Prevedouros,
Professor of Traffic

Engineering at the University of Hawaii, Chair of the Transportation
Research Board's Highway

Micro-simulations Committee and a member of the Task Force,
commented, “the most egregious

violation of FTA’s rules on alternative specification and analysis was the
deliberate underengineering of the Managed Lanes Alternative to a
degree that brings ridicule to prevailing planning and engineering
principles.”

i) The 11 mile, elevated reversible MLA, with three lanes as proposed by
Professor Prevedouros, has the commuter capacity to eliminate the two
H-1 bottlenecks at Pearl City and at Middle Street merge. The Rail,
according to the AA, table 3-12, will result in 17,500 vehicles per hour on
H-1 (H-1 full capacity = 9,500 vph) because the Rail cannot
accommodate the full commuter demand in year 2030.

AR00057053



Reply Requested :
Submission Type :

FOIA (Freedom of
Information Request)
Request :

FOIA Referral Date :
FOIA Response Date :

Conclusion: The City’s AA wrongly estimated the cost of the Managed
Lane Alternative and the MLA capacity to eliminate the H-1 bottlenecks

on H-1.

Recommendation: It is requested that the Managed Lane Alternative as

proposed by Ann Kobayashi’s EzZWay proposal or the Professor

Prevedouros Managed Lane Study be reinstated into the Honolulu’'s

Transit Corridor Draft Environmental Impact Statement

Reference (a):

[Federal Register: December 7, 2005 (Volume 70, Number 234)]

[Notices]

[Page 72871-72873] From the Federal Register Online via GPO Access

[wais.access.gpo.gov] [DOCID:fr07de05-137]

Respectfully,

Ben Ramelb P.E.
1148 Ala Lilikoi St.
Honolulu HI 96818

Copy to:

1) Mr. Ted Matley

FTA Region IX

201 Mission St. Suite 1650
San Francisco, CA 94105
FAX 415-744-2726

2) Governor Linda Lingle
Hawaii State Capitol

415 S Beretania St. 5th Floor
Honolulu, HI 96813

FAX (808) 586-0006

3) Honolulu City Council Members
FAX (808) 867-5011

Yes

Draft EIS Comment
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Initial Action Needed
12/29/2008

Ben

Ramelb

Retired Civil Engineer
1148 Ala Lilikoi St

HON

HI

96818
ramelbb001@hawaii.rr.com

Both
Website

12/29/2008
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Submission Content/Notes : 29 December, 2008

To:

Mr. Wayne Yoshioka

Director Department of Transportation Services
City and County of Honolulu

650 South King St. 3rd Floor

Honolulu

HI 96813

FAX: (808) 587-6080

Subject: Comment on Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS)
“Honolulu High-capacity transit corridor Project’, Issue : The DEIS and
alternative Analysis do not investigate a wide range of alternatives as
required by law.

Discussion: The Alternative Analysis and DEIS failed to provide “... an
assessment of a wide range of public transportation alternatives ...”
and/or “... sufficient information to enable the Secretary to make the
findings of project justification ..."” as required by statute.

In addition, we believe that you will find that the City, PB and FTA failed
to, “Rigorously explore and objectively evaluate all reasonable
alternatives,” and “Devote substantial treatment to each alternative
considered in detail including the proposed action so that reviewers may
evaluate their comparative merits,” as required by the Council on
Environmental Quality (CEQ) Sec. 1502.14.

Four alternatives should be assessed:

1) BRT transit system as proposed by the Harris Administration. The
BRT route downtown should be limited to King and Beretania Streets ( a
couplet) and exclude Dillingham Blvd and Kapiolani Blvd which do not
have sufficient lanes to accommodate BRT.

2) Managed Lane (reversible three lanes) as proposed by Professor
Panos Prevedouros Study, “Transportation Alternatives Analysis for
Mitigating Traffic Congestion between Leeward Oahu and Honolulu”
which shows the 11 mile three-lane cost estimate to be $900 million
which is in line with the $320 million Tampa three-lane reversible transit
way. The full report is available at
www.eng.hawaii.edu/~panos/UHCS.pdf.

3) Former mayoral candidate Ann Kobayashi's proposal for a 15 mile
EzWay. See

2‘;‘t1p0:/0/\4vww.honoluIuadvertiser.com/article/2008101 5/NEWS01/81015039
4) Build two elevated highway bypasses around the H-1 bottlenecks at H-
1/H-2 merge and at Middle St. merge. The bypasses include: (a)
“Kamehameha HOV Flyover”, a four-mile, three-lane reversible elevated
hwy over the Kamehameha Hwy median between the H-1/H-2 merge
and the H-1 Viaduct east of Aloha Stadium and (b) “Nimitz Flyover”, a
three- mile, three-lane reversible elevated hwy over the Nimitz Hwy
median between the H-1 Viaduct at Keehi Lagoon Drive and Hotel
St/Alakea St./ Halekauwila St/Ala Moana Blvd. An on/off ramp to
Waikamilo Rd from the Nimitz bypass would reduce the number of lanes
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from three to two between Waikamilo Rd and Iwilei. See attachment for
more information on HOV Flyovers.

Recommendation: Include the above four alternatives in the DEIS.
Respectfully,

Ben Ramelb P.E.
1148 Ala Lilikoi St.
Honolulu HI 96818

Copy to:

1) Mr. Ted Matley

FTA Region IX

201 Mission St. Suite 1650
San Francisco, CA 94105
FAX 415-744-2726

2) Governor Linda Lingle
Hawaii State Capitol

415 S Beretania St. 5th Floor
Honolulu, HI 96813

FAX (808) 586-0006

3) Honolulu City Council Members
FAX (808) 867-5011

Attachment — Description of Nimitz and Kamehameha HOV Flyovers
Nimitz Flyover, Reversible HOV:

The Nimitz HOV Flyover is a 3-mile reversible, elevated, three-lane
structure over the Nimitz Highway median from the Airport Viaduct at
Keehi Lagoon to Hotel Street and Alakea St/Halekauwila St. The
Flyover would be built similar to the Tampa Elevated three-lane
Reversible HOV as described in-

http://www tollroadsnews.com/node/172 .

One of the three lanes would exit the Flyover at Waikamilo Rd. to
provide access to job centers in Kalihi, resulting in the Flyover having
only two lanes entering downtown. The downtown terminal connections
from the Nimitz HOV Flyover include an elevated busway from Iwilei to
Hotel Street and a single lane underpass to both Alakea St/Halekauwila
Streets. These connections are described in a Managed Lane Study
"Transportation Alternatives Analysis for Mitigating Traffic congestion
between Leeward Oahu and Honolulu”. The full report is available at
www.eng.hawaii.edu/~panos/UHCS.pdf.

The initial 2005 cost for the 10 mile Tampa Reversible was $320 million
or $32 Million per highway mile, however, a geotechnical design error
increased the cost to $420 million or $42 million per mile. Using a
geographic and escalation factor of 100 percent, the 3-mile Nimitz HOV
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Flyover at $60 to $80 million per mile would cost $180 million to $240
million.

The "Nimitz Flyover" has an approved Final Environmental Impact
Statement which allows for early construction.

Kamehameha Flyover, Reversible HOV:

The Kamehameha HOV Flyover is a 3-mile reversible, elevated, three-
lane structure over the median of Kamehameha Highway from the H-
1/H-2 merge at the Waiawa Interchange to the Airport Viaduct just
diamond head of the Aloha Stadium. The Flyover would be built similar
to the Tampa Elevated three-lane Reversible HOV as described in-
http://www tollroadsnews.com/node/172 .

The Kamehameha Flyover would be connected to H-1, H-2,
Kamehameha Highway and Farrington Highway at the west end and to
the Airport Viaduct at the east end. These connections are described in
a Managed Lane Study "Transportation Alternatives Analysis for
Mitigating Traffic congestion between Leeward Oahu and Honolulu”. The
full report is available at www.eng.hawaii.edu/~panos/UHCS .pdf.

The initial 2005 cost for the 10 mile Tampa Reversible was $320 million
or $32 Million per highway mile, however, a geotechnical design error
increased the cost to $420 million or $42 million per mile. Using a
geographic and escalation factor of 100 percent, the 4-mile
Kamehameha HOV Flyover at $60 to $80 million per mile would cost
between $240 million to $320 million.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) - Honolulu High-
Capacity Transit Corridor Project Nov 2008 , shows the rail route over
Kamehameha Highway between Pearl City and Aloha Stadium which
could conflict with the proposed three-lane "Kamehameha Flyover" route
outlined above. If the rail is built, it is suggested that both the
Kamehameha Highway "Flyover" and the Rail be built within the
elevated Kamehameha Highway corridor. In this case, only a two-lane
"Kamehameha Flyover" is needed (instead of three-lanes) to be built
alongside and parallel to the Rail transit. The rail with a capacity of 6,000
commuters per hour and the two-lane "Kamehameha Flyover", with a
capacity of 4,000 vehicles per hour, should be adequate to substantially
reduce the bottleneck at the H-1/H-2 merge and the traffic congestion on
H-1 between Pearl City and Aloha Stadium.

Reply Requested : Yes
Submission Type : Draft EIS Comment

FOIA (Freedom of
Information Request)
Request :

FOIA Referral Date :
FOIA Response Date :
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Business/Organization :
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Alternative Preference :
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Submission Date :

Initial Action Needed
12/29/2008

Ben

Ramelb

Retired Civil Engineer
1148 Ala Lilikoi St

HON

HI

96818
ramelbb001@hawaii.rr.com

Both
Website

12/29/2008

AR00057059



Submission Content/Notes : 29 December, 2008

To:

Mr. Wayne Yoshioka

Director Department of Transportation Services
City and County of Honolulu

650 South King St. 3rd Floor

Honolulu

HI 96813

FAX: (808) 587-6080

Subject: Comment on Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS)
“Honolulu High-capacity transit corridor Project. Issue - Scope of Work
reduced in DEIS from scope stipulated in 2006 Notice of Intent

Fact:

The project scope outlined in the 2006 Notice of Intent (NOI) agreement
between the Federal Transit Administration and the City and County of
Honolulu is viclated. The NOI explicitly mentions a fixed guideway from
Kapolei to the UH. The DEIS fixed guide way starts well outside Kapolei
and ends at Ala Moana Shopping Center. The 34 miles have become 20
miles in the DEIS.

Discussion:

The DEIS reduces the project scope as stated in the Notice of Intent
(NOI) dated 7 Dec 2007 reference (a), which states:

“The Federal Transit Administration (FTA) and the City and County of
Honolulu, Department of Transportation Services (DTS) intend to
prepare an EIS (and Alternative Analysis (AA)) on a proposal by the City
and County of Honolulu to implement transit improvements that
potentially include high-capacity transit service in a 25-mile travel
corridor between Kapolei and the University of Hawaii at Manoa and
Waikiki.”

Discussion:

The City’'s 2006 Alternatives Analysis states that “The primary project
study area is the travel corridor between Kapolei and the University of
Hawai'‘i at Manoa.

The DEIS covers a fixed guideway route of 20 miles from Kapolei to Ala
Moana Center. The Draft Environmental Impact of the fixed guideway

is limited to only the 20 miles rather than the full 34 miles from Kalaeloa
to Waikiki and UN Manoa.

Conclusion:

The project scope outlined in the 2006 Notice of Intent (NOI) agreement
between the Federal Transit Administration and the City and County of
Honolulu is violated.

Recommendation:
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Itis strongly recommended that the project scope contained in the DEIS
be expanded to include a rail route to both Waikiki and to UH Manoa.

Respectfully,

Ben Ramelb P.E.
1148 Ala Lilikoi St
Honolulu, HI
96818

Reference (a):

[Federal Register: December 7, 2005 (Volume 70, Number 234)]
[Notices]

[Page 72871-72873] From the Federal Register Online via GPO Access
[wais.access.gpo.gov] [DOCID:fr07de05-137]

Copy to:

1) Mr. Ted Matley

FTA Region IX

201 Mission St. Suite 1650
San Francisco, CA 94105
FAX 415-744-2726

Governor Linda Lingle
Hawaii State Capitol

415 S Beretania St. 5th Floor
Honolulu, HI 96813

FAX (808) 586-0006

3)Honolulu City Council Members
FAX (808) 867-5011

Reply Requested : Yes
Submission Type : Draft EIS Comment

FOIA (Freedom of
Information Request)
Request :

FOIA Referral Date :
FOIA Response Date :
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Initial Action Needed
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Ben

Ramelb

Retired Civil Engineer
1148 Ala Lilikoi St

HON

HI

96818
ramelbb001@hawaii.rr.com

Both
Website

12/29/2008
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Submission Content/Notes : 29 December, 2008

To:

Mr. Wayne Yoshioka

Director Department of Transportation Services
City and County of Honolulu

650 South King St. 3rd Floor

Honolulu

HI 96813

FAX: (808) 587-6080

Subject: Comment on Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS)
“Honolulu High-capacity transit corridor Project”’, Issue : The DEIS
incorrectly excludes Managed Lanes and other alternatives

Discussion: DEIS Chapter 2 summarizes alternatives considered for the
Honolulu High-Capacity Transit Corridor Project. The alternatives
considered were chosen primarily by the Alternative Analysis published
in 2006.

The AA was flawed because it failed to include several transit
alternatives, each with the capability to substantially reduce or eliminate
the traffic congestion on H-1 at Pearl City and Middle St. merge in year
2030. As shown on Table 3-12 of the AA and DEIS Table 3-12, All rail
alternatives result in worse traffic congestion on H-1 AFTER any rail
alternative is built and operating.

The fact that rail will worsen congestion on H-1 after spending a

minimum of $6.2 Billion for the Rail alternative, it is totally unacceptable
to the Oahu taxpayer to continue to face worse traffic congestion on H-1
which is the single, primary reason for building a “mass transit system”.

As a minimum, the DEIS should include the following additional
alternatives:

Four alternatives should be assessed:

1) BRT transit system as proposed by the Harris Administration. The
BRT route downtown should be limited to King and Beretania Streets
and exclude Dillingham Blvd and Kapiolani Blvd.

2) Managed Lane (reversible) as proposed by Professor Panos
Prevedouros Study, “Transportation Alternatives Analysis for Mitigating
Traffic Congestion between Leeward Oahu and Honolululu” which
shows the 11 mile three-lane cost estimate to be $900 million which is in
line with the $320 million Tampa three-lane reversible transitway.

3) Former mayoral candidate Ann Kobayashi's proposal for a 15 mile
EzWay. See
http://www.honoluluadvertiser.com/article/20081015/NEWS01/81015039
2/1001

4) Build two elevated highway bypasses around the H-1 bottlenecks at H-
1/H-2 merge and at Middle St. merge. The bypasses include: a)a 4
mile, three-lane reversible elevated highway (Kamehameha Flyover)
over the Kamehameha Hwy median between the H-1/H-2 merge and the
H-1 Viaduct at Aloha Stadium and b) a 3 mile, three-lane reversible
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elevated hwy (Nimitz Flyover) over the Nimitz Hwy median between the
H-1 Viaduct at Keehi Lagoon Drive and Hotel St/Alakea St./ Halekauwila
St/Ala Moana Blvd. An on/off ramp to Waikamilo Rd from the Nimitz
bypass would reduce the number of lanes from three to two between
Waikamilo Rd and lwilei. See attachment for more information on HOV
flyovers.

Conclusion: The above four transit alternatives meet the goals and
objectives of the Honolulu General Plan and Oahu Regional
Transportation Plan and therefore should be includes for consideration
for Oahu Mass Transit system in the West Oahu corridor.

Recommendation: Include the above four alternatives in the DEIS.
Respectfully,

Ben Ramelb P.E.
1148 Ala Lilikoi St.
Honolulu HI 96818

Copy to:

1) Mr. Ted Matley

FTA Region IX

201 Mission St. Suite 1650
San Francisco, CA 94105
FAX 415-744-2726

2) Governor Linda Lingle
Hawaii State Capitol

415 S Beretania St. 5th Floor
Honolulu, HI 96813

FAX (808) 586-0006

3) Honolulu City Council Members
FAX (808) 867-5011

Attachment — Description of Nimitz and Kamehameha HOV Flyovers
Nimitz Flyover, Reversible HOV:

The Nimitz HOV Flyover is a 3-mile reversible, elevated, three-lane
structure over the Nimitz Highway median from the Airport Viaduct at
Keehi Lagoon to Hotel Street and Alakea St/Halekauwila St. The
Flyover would be built similar to the Tampa Elevated three-lane
Reversible HOV as described in-

http://www tollroadsnews.com/node/172 .

One of the three lanes would exit the Flyover at Waikamilo Rd. to
provide access to job centers in Kalihi, resulting in the Flyover having
only two lanes entering downtown. The downtown terminal connections
from the Nimitz HOV Flyover include an elevated busway from Iwilei to
Hotel Street and a single lane underpass to both Alakea St/Halekauwila
Streets. These connections are described in a Managed Lane Study
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"Transportation Alternatives Analysis for Mitigating Traffic congestion
between Leeward Oahu and Honolulu”. The full report is available at
www.eng.hawaii.edu/~panos/UHCS.pdf.

The initial 2005 cost for the 10 mile Tampa Reversible was $320 million
or $32 Million per highway mile, however, a geotechnical design error
increased the cost to $420 million or $42 million per mile. Using a
geographic and escalation factor of 100 percent, the 3-mile Nimitz HOV
Flyover at $60 to $80 million per mile would cost $180 million to $240
million.

The "Nimitz Flyover" has an approved Final Environmental Impact
Statement which allows for early construction.

Kamehameha Flyover, Reversible HOV:

The Kamehameha HOV Flyover is a 3-mile reversible, elevated, three-
lane structure over the median of Kamehameha Highway from the H-
1/H-2 merge at the Waiawa Interchange to the Airport Viaduct just
diamond head of the Aloha Stadium. The Flyover would be built similar
to the Tampa Elevated three-lane Reversible HOV as described in-
http://www tollroadsnews.com/node/172 .

The Kamehameha Flyover would be connected to H-1, H-2,
Kamehameha Highway and Farrington Highway at the west end and to
the Airport Viaduct at the east end. These connections are described in
a Managed Lane Study "Transportation Alternatives Analysis for
Mitigating Traffic congestion between Leeward Oahu and Honolulu”. The
full report is available at www.eng.hawaii.edu/~panos/UHCS .pdf.

The initial 2005 cost for the 10 mile Tampa Reversible was $320 million
or $32 Million per highway mile, however, a geotechnical design error
increased the cost to $420 million or $42 million per mile. Using a
geographic and escalation factor of 100 percent, the 4-mile
Kamehameha HOV Flyover at $60 to $80 million per mile would cost
between $240 million to $320 million.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) - Honolulu High-
Capacity Transit Corridor Project Nov 2008 | shows the rail route over
Kamehameha Highway between Pearl City and Aloha Stadium which
could conflict with the proposed three-lane "Kamehameha Flyover" route
outlined above. If the rail is built, it is suggested that both the
Kamehameha Highway "Flyover" and the Rail be built within the
elevated Kamehameha Highway corridor. In this case, only a two-lane
"Kamehameha Flyover" is needed (instead of three-lanes) to be built
alongside and parallel to the Rail transit. The rail with a capacity of 6,000
commuters per hour and the two-lane "Kamehameha Flyover", with a
capacity of 4,000 vehicles per hour, should be adequate to substantially
reduce the bottleneck at the H-1/H-2 merge and the traffic congestion on
H-1 between Pearl City and Aloha Stadium.

Reply Requested : Yes
Submission Type : Draft EIS Comment

FOIA (Freedom of
Information Request)
Request :

FOIA Referral Date :
FOIA Response Date :
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Creator Affiliation :
First Name :

Last Name :
Business/Organization :
Address :

Alternative Preference :
Apt./Suite No. :

City :

State :

Zip Code :

Email :

Telephone :

Telephone Extension :
Add to Mailing List :
Submission Method :

Other Submission Method :

Submission Date :

Initial Action Needed
12/29/2008

Ben

Ramelb

Retired Civil Engineer
1148 Ala Lilikoi St

HON

HI

96818
ramelbb001@hawaii.rr.com

Both
Website

12/29/2008

AR00057066



Submission Content/Notes : 29 December, 2008

To:

Mr. Wayne Yoshioka

Director Department of Transportation Services
City and County of Honolulu

650 South King St. 3rd Floor

Honolulu

HI 96813

FAX: (808) 587-6080

Subject: Comment on Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS)
“Honolulu High-capacity transit corridor Project’, Issue : The DEIS
unjustly excludes Managed Lanes and other alternatives

Discussion:

DEIS Chapter 2 evaluates only “No build and Steel Wheel Rail Transit”
alternatives identified by the 2006 City Alternative Analysis. The AA
intentionally assigned flawed information to the Managed Lanes
Alternative (MLA) to eliminate the MLA from further consideration for
Oahu's Mass Transit system. The flawed information is further
displayed in Honolulutransit.com which makes a comparison of Mass
Transit Options including the MLA (aka HOT) and is shown below.
Honolulutransit.com provides a chart to compare the Mass Transit
options and concludes that Steel Wheel Rail Transit is the best option.
The Mass Transit Options included:

1) Steel Wheel Rail Transit (SWRT)

2) Rubber Tire Fixed Guideway (RTFG)
3) Elevated “HOT” Toll roads or Managed Lanes (HOT)

Comparison of Options (see chart in www.honolulutransit.com/FAQ
under “Why was steel wheel Technology chosen for Honolulu?”

A) Lowest construction cost: SWRT — YES ; RTFG — NO ; HOT - NO.
B) Lowest Cost to maintain and operate: SWRT - YES ; RTFG - NO ;

HOT - NO.

C) Qualifies for federal transit funding: SWRT —YES ; RTFG - YES ;
HOT - NO.

D) Highest Passenger Capacity: SWRT —YES ; RTFG - YES ; HOT -
NO.

E) Electric-powered, can run on wind, solar, H-power: SWRT - YES ;
RTFG - YES ; HOT - NO.

F) Lightest construction impact on community: SWRT - YES ; RTFG —
YES ; HOT - NO.

G) Greatest relief of traffic congestion: SWRT - YES ; RTFG-YES;

HOT - NO.
H) Lowest operating noise levels: SWRT — YES ; RTFG - NO ; HOT -
NO.

I) Most proven transit solution: SWRT — YES ; RTFG - NO ; HOT - NO.
There are comparison flaws between HOT and SWRT or RTFG in each
of the above topics. However, the major flawed comparisons are found
in comparisons “A”, “D”, and “G” as explained below.

Discussion of Comparison A) - (Rail has) Lowest construction Cost:
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The capital cost estimate for the 30 mile SWRT in the Alternative
Analysis (Table 5-1) is $5.5 Billion for Kamokila to Waikiki or $183
million per mile (rail includes 20 + four story rail stations, 180 land
acquisition and power substations at each rail station). The Alternative
Analysis assigns a capital cost estimate for 11 mile HOT two-lane
reversible highway from Waikele to lwilei at $2.57 Billion or $233 million
per mile (HOT has zero bus stations and zero power substations).

The AA-assigned capital cost estimate for the HOT reversible at $233
per mile is grossly incorrect based on several factors:

a) The Oahu Regional Transportation Plan (ORTP 2030) link
http://oahumpo.org/ortp/ORTP2030/OMPO_Report_FINAL.pdf shows
the State Project No. 52 - 2.2 mile Nimitz two-lane elevated flyover at
$250 million (State DOT cost Estimate) or $113 million per mile.

b) The 10 mile Tampa three-lane elevated expressway
http://iwww.tollroadsnews.com/node/172 cost $420 million or $42 million
per mile.

¢) The AA assigned cost estimate for the HOT reversible would conclude
that the HOT would cost twice as much per lane mile as H-3, the most
expensive highway because it had to bore two tunnels through the
Koolaus.

d) Professor Panos Prevedouros study "Transportation Alternative
Analysis for Mitigating traffic Congestion between Leeward Oahu and
Honolulu" March 2008, shows a cost estimate for a three lane, 11 mile
elevated Managed Lane for $900 million or $81 million per mile. The
Managed Lane facility is similar in construction to the Tampa three lane
elevated reversible. The full report is available at
www.eng.hawaii.edu/~panos/UHCS.pdf.

Conclusion: lItis concluded that the AA-assigned capital cost estimate
for the HOT reversible at $233 per mile is grossly incorrect and that a
three-lane reversible HOT or managed lane is estimated to cost not
more than $80 million per mile or $880 million for 11 miles from the H-
1/H-2 merge to downtown Hotel Street.

Discussion of Comparison D) - (Rail has) Highest Passenger Capacity:
Numbers from Table 3-12 of city 2006 Nov Alternative Analysis ($10
million report):

Rail only: The rail has a peak passenger capacity of 6,000 commuters
per hour (2,000 seated, 4,000 standees) based on 300 commuters per
train group at 3 minute intervals. Also see honolulutransit.com/FAQ
“What is Honolulu Rail Transit?” for rail commuter capacity.

HOT or Managed Lane: The HOT will have three lanes, each lane has a
capacity of 2000 vph. For three lanes, the vehicular capacity is 6000
vehicles per hour. The HOT person capacity is calculated thus:
Projected use of the HOT during peak hour includes:

200 express buses w/~50 pns = 10,000 pns

500 HOV5 (carpool) = 2,500 pns

500 vanpool (~5pns) = 2,500 pns.

Remaining excess capacity available for low occupancy vehicles:

6,000 vph minus (200 + 500 + 500) = 4,800 vph. 4,800 low occupancy
vehicles
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Average persons per vehicle = 1.2 pns per vehicle
4,800 vehicles with 1.2 pns = 5700 pns

Summary: HOT persons capacity = 10,000 + 2,500 +2,500 + 5,700 =~
20,700 pns

Conclusion: Rail carries 6,000 commuters per hour while a three-lane
HOT or Managed Lane carries about 20,000 commuters per hour.
Managed Lane Alternative carries over three times the commuter
capacity of rail.

Comparison G) - (Rail provides) Greatest relief of traffic congestion:
Numbers from Table 3-12 of city 2006 Nov Alternative Analysis ($10
million report):

Rail only: The rail has a peak passenger capacity of 6,000 commuters
per hour (2,000 seated, 4,000 standees) based on 300 commuters per
train group at 3 minute intervals.

H-1 only: rated capacity = 9,500 vehicles per hour (equivalent 15,400
commuters per hour)

H-1 forecast yr 2030 traffic load = 17,500 vehicles per hour per City AA
Table 3-12 (or 8,000 vph overload = 9,600 commuters per hour)

Managed Lane three-Lane HOV Reversible Flyover: capacity = 6,000
high occupancy vehicles per hour (equivalent 21,600 commuters per
hour). Capacity based on HOV use on Flyover by 200 express buses
per peak hour , car pools, van pools, green cars and HOV2. (50 pns per
express bus and 5800 vph at avge 2 pns per vehicle).

Year 2030 commuter load by City AA Report = Rail (6000) + H-1
overload (9,600) + H-1 capacity (15,400) = 31,000 commuters.

2030 Load = 31,000 commuters per hour
Rail + H-1 = 21,400 commuters per hour
Managed Lane HOV + H-1 = 37,000 commuters per hour

Conclusion: Rail does not have sufficient commuter capacity which will
cause 9,600 commuters to be stuck in gridlock on H-1 or stuck at rail
stations (especially at stations between Waipahu and Kalihi). Managed
Lane HOV Alternative will eliminate congestion and bottlenecks on H-1.
Overall Conclusion and Recommendation:

Itis concluded that the Managed Lane (three-Lane HOT) Alternative was
erroneously discarded for further evaluation in the Alternative Analysis
and therefore it is recommended that the Managed Lane (Three-Lane
elevated HOT) must be reinstated into the DEIS for consideration as a
viable Mass Transit Alternative.

Respectfully,

Ben Ramelb P.E.
1148 Ala Lilikoi St.
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Hawaii State Capitol

415 S Beretania St. 5th Floor
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Submission Content/Notes : 29 December, 2008

To:

Mr. Wayne Yoshioka

Director Department of Transportation Services
City and County of Honolulu

650 South King St. 3rd Floor

Honolulu

HI 96813

FAX: (808) 587-6080

Subject: Comment on Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS)
“Honolulu High-capacity transit corridor Project’, Issue : The DEIS
shows Summary of Alternative Analysis Findings which contains inflated
Capital cost for Managed Lane Alternative (MLA)

Fact:

DEIS Chapter 2, Table 2-1 shows a Summary of Alternative Analysis
Findings including Type of alternative and Total Capital cost for each
alternative:

Alternative Total Capital Cost

- 2030 No Build  $600 million

- 2030 Transp. Sys. Mgmt $856 million

- 2030 Managed Lane (MLA) $3.6 to $4.7 Billion (two-lanes, 11 miles)

- 2020 Fixed Guideway $4.1 to $6.1 Billion (28 miles)

Discussion:

Table 2-1 shows total capital cost information for the Managed Lane
Alternative (MLA) of $3.6 to $4.7 Billion or $327 Million to $427 million
per mile over 11 miles.

The AA-assigned capital cost estimate for the Managed Lane Alternative
(Two-lane elevated reversible hwy) is grossly incorrect based on several
factors:

a) The Oahu Regional Transportation Plan (ORTP 2030) link
http://oahumpo.org/ortp/ORTP2030/OMPO_Report_FINAL.pdf shows
the State Project No. 52 - 2.2 mile Nimitz two-lane elevated flyover at
$250 million (State DOT cost Estimate) or $113 million per mile.

b) The 10 mile Tampa three-lane elevated expressway
http://iwww.tollroadsnews.com/node/172 cost $420 million or $42 million
per mile.

¢) The AA assigned cost estimate for the HOT reversible would conclude
that the HOT would cost twice as much per lane mile as H-3, the most
expensive highway because it had to bore two tunnels through the
Koolaus.

d) Professor Panos Prevedouros study "Transportation Alternative
Analysis for Mitigating traffic Congestion between Leeward Oahu and
Honolulu" March 2008, shows a cost estimate for a three-lane, 11 mile
elevated Managed Lane for $900 million or $81 million per mile. The
Managed Lane facility is similar in construction to the Tampa three lane
elevated reversible. The full report is available at
www.eng.hawaii.edu/~panos/UHCS.pdf.
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Conclusion: lItis concluded that the AA-assigned capital cost estimate
for the HOT reversible at $327 Million to $427 million per mile is grossly
incorrect and that a three-lane reversible MLA is estimated to cost not
more than $80 million per mile or $880 million for 11 miles from the H-
1/H-2 merge to downtown Hotel Street.

Recommendation:

Itis recommended that the DEIS show a revised lower cost for the
Managed Lane Alternative (Elevated three-Lane reversible), including
Table 2-1, as depicted in www.eng.hawaii.edu/~panos/UHCS pdf. and
that the MLA be reinstated into the DEIS for consideration as a viable
Mass Transit Alternative.

Respectfully,

Ben Ramelb P.E.
1148 Ala Lilikoi St.
Honolulu HI 96818

Copy to:

1) Mr. Ted Matley

FTA Region IX

201 Mission St. Suite 1650
San Francisco, CA 94105
FAX 415-744-2726

2) Governor Linda Lingle
Hawaii State Capitol

415 S Beretania St. 5th Floor
Honolulu, HI 96813

FAX (808) 586-0006

3) Honolulu City Council Members
FAX (808) 867-5011

Reply Requested : Yes
Submission Type : Draft EIS Comment

FOIA (Freedom of
Information Request)
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FOIA Referral Date :
FOIA Response Date :
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Submission Content/Notes : 29 December, 2008

To:

Mr. Wayne Yoshioka

Director Department of Transportation Services
City and County of Honolulu

650 South King St. 3rd Floor

Honolulu

HI 96813

FAX: (808) 587-6080

Subject: Comment on Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS)
“Honolulu High-capacity transit corridor Project”’, Issue : The DEIS must
expand Mass transit alternatives for evaluation as required by law

Discussion: The Alternative Analysis and DEIS failed to provide “... an
assessment of a wide range of public transportation alternatives ...”
and/or “... sufficient information to enable the Secretary to make the
findings of project justification ..."” as required by statute.

Furthermore, the City, Parsons Brinkerhoff (PB) and the Federal Transit
Authority failed to “Rigorously explore and objectively evaluate all
reasonable alternatives,” and “Devote substantial treatment to each
alternative considered in detail including the proposed action so that
reviewers may evaluate their comparative merits,” as required by the
Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) Sec. 1502.14.

For example, the Managed Lane Alternative (MLA) in the Alternative
Analysis (AA) established a capital cost estimate for 11 mile MLA two-
lane reversible highway from Waikele to Iwilei at $2.57 Billion or $233
million per mile. The 2006 AA did not consider the fact that the Tampa
three-lane, 10 mile, elevated expressway was built for $420 million or
$42 million per mile. See Tampa

http://www tollroadsnews.com/node/172 . Had the city AA PB consultant
reviewed the Tampa Reversible Expressway actual construction cost,
the AA would have assigned a Capital cost estimate for the two-lane
MLA at no more than $80 million per mile instead of $233 million per
mile.

There are alternatives other than fixed guideway which the AA should
have considered knowing that Mayor Mufi Hannemann have, for over
two years, insisted that the people of West Oahu wanted traffic
congestion on H-1 be solved and they wanted a solution NOW! The PB
consultants should have identified the congestion problem from West
and Central Oahu to be the two major “H-1 bottlenecks” which are at the
H-1/H-2 merge and at the Middle Street merge. The PB consultants
should then have identified transit alternatives to eliminate the two
bottlenecks. Instead, PB proceeded to support the more expensive $6.0
+ rail transit as the most cost effective transit solution. The final PB
prepared AA indicates that the $6.+ Billion rail transit WORSENS the
congestion at the two bottlenecks as shown on AA table 3-12 which
shows that traffic OVERLOAD on H-1 after rail is built will increase from
1,500 vehicles per hour overload to 8,000 vph overload!

PB, with their expertise, should have had the ability to know that the first
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low-cost alternative to eliminate the H-1 bottlenecks is to build a three-
lane, three-mile elevated reversible “Nimitz HOV Flyover” from the
Airport Viaduct/Keehi Lagoon Drive to downtown Hotel Street and
Alakea Street. This Nimitz flyover will easily eliminate the Middle Street
bottleneck for less than $300 million, details can be found in a 2008
study www.eng.hawaii.edu/~panos/UHCS.pdf. Furthermore, this
project is identified as State Project as Number 52 in the Oahu Regional
Transportation Plan (ORTP 2030) and a Final EIS was approved during
the Ben Cayetano Administration.

PB could have also easily identified that a similar “Kamehameha
Flyover”, a 4-mile, three-lane elevated reversible HOV over
Kamehameha Hwy median between the H-1/H-2 merge and the Airport
Viaduct east of Aloha Stadium. This Kamehameha Flyover has the
capacity to eliminate the H-1/H-2 traffic bottleneck because it would
have 3 lanes of one-way HOV traffic during peak period. The capacity
evaluation for the Kam flyover follows:

Numbers from Table 3-12 of city 2006 Nov Alternative Analysis ($10
million report):

Rail only: capacity = 6000 commuters per peak hour (equivalent 5000
vehicles per peak hour.)

H-1 only: rated capacity = 9,500 vehicles per hour (equivalent 15,400
commuters per hour

H-1 forecast yr 2030 traffic load = 17,500 vehicles per hour per City AA
Table 3-12 (or 8,000 vph overload = 9,600 commuters per hour)

Managed Lane three-Lane HOV Reversible Kamehameha Flyover:
capacity = 6,000 high occupancy vehicles per hour (equivalent 21,600
commuters per hour). Capacity based on HOV use on Kamehameha
Flyover by 200 express buses per peak hour , car pools, van pools,
green cars and HOV2. (50 pns per express bus and 5800 vph at avge 2
pns per vehicle).

Year 2030 commuter load by City AA Report = Rail (6000) + H-1
overload (9,600) + H-1 capacity (15,400) = 31,000 commuters.

2030 Load = 31,000 commuters per hour
Rail + H-1 = 21,400 commuters per hour
Managed Lane HOV + H-1 = 37,000 commuters per hour

Conclusion: Rail does not have sufficient commuter capacity which will
cause 9,600 commuters to be stuck in gridlock on H-1 or stuck at rail
stations (especially at stations between Waipahu and Kalihi). Managed
Lane HOV Alternative will eliminate congestion and bottlenecks on H-1.
The PB consultants should have been aware of the 10 mile Tampa three
lane elevated, reversible expressway which was built and completed in
year 2005 for $420 million or $42 million per mile! If the PB consultants
applied a 100 percent escalation and geographic cost factor and
increase the cost to $80 million per mile for the MLA evaluated in the
Alternative Analysis, the cost for the 4 mile long Kamehameha Flyover
(MLA reversible three lane) and 3 mile Nimitz Flyover (MLA reversible
three lane) would have cost of $320 million and $240 million
respectively, much lower than the $2.57 Billion assigned to the MLA
alternative in the AA.

AR00057076



Conclusion:

The Alternative analysis is wrong in excluding the MLA for further
consideration, due to capital cost issues, as a viable alternative for mass
transit for the West Oahu Corridor.

Recommendation:

The DEIS must reinstate the MLA Alternative which is an 11 mile, three-
lane elevated HOV transitway from the H-1/H-2 merge to Hotel Street
and Alakea Street/Halekauwila Street as described in
www.eng.hawaii.edu/~panos/UHCS.pdf. The Managed Lane alternative
should be considered as two options: HOT Lane and as a HOV hwy
limited to HOV vehicles and “green cars — hybrid or electric vehicles”.

Respectfully,

Ben Ramelb P.E.
1148 Ala Lilikoi St.
Honolulu HI 96818

Copy to:

1) Mr. Ted Matley

FTA Region IX

201 Mission St. Suite 1650
San Francisco, CA 94105
FAX 415-744-2726

2) Governor Linda Lingle
Hawaii State Capitol

415 S Beretania St. 5th Floor
Honolulu, HI 96813

FAX (808) 586-0006

3) Honolulu City Council Members
FAX (808) 867-5011
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Submission Type : Draft EIS Comment

FOIA (Freedom of
Information Request)
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FOIA Referral Date :
FOIA Response Date :
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Submission Content/Notes : 29 December, 2008

To:

Mr. Wayne Yoshioka

Director Department of Transportation Services
City and County of Honolulu

650 South King St. 3rd Floor

Honolulu

HI 96813

FAX: (808) 587-6080

Subject: Comment on Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS)
“Honolulu High-capacity transit corridor Project’, Issue The DEIS
shows the Managed Lane Alternative (MLA) was rejected by the
Alternative Analysis for unjustified reasons

Fact:

The DEIS Table 2-2 “Alternatives and Technologies Considered but
rejected” states that the MLA was rejected by the Alternative analysis
because “MLA would not have supported Honolulu General Plan;
minimal impact to vehicle miles traveled and vehicles hours of delay”

Discussion:
1) A portion of the Honolulu General Plan is shown below and taken
from : http://honoluludpp.org/planning/GeneralPlan/GPPreamble.pdf

“Purpose of the Honolulu General Plan -

The General Plan for the City and County of Honolulu is a written
commitment by the City and County government to a future for the
Island of Oahu which it considers desirable and attainable. The Plan is a
statement of the long-range social, economic, environmental, and design
objectives for the general welfare and prosperity of the people of Oahu
and is a statement of broad policies which facilitate the attainment of the
objectives of the Plan.

The General Plan is a guide for all levels of government, private
enterprise, neighbor- hood and

citizen groups, organizations, and individual citizens in eleven areas of
concern:

(1) population;

)

) the natural environment;

) housing,

) transportation and utilities
) etc.”

2) A 10 mile, elevated Managed Lane (reversible three lanes) was built
in Tampa for $420 million or $42 million per mile. Evaluation of a similar
11 mile, three-lane reversible MLA on Oahu would cost $900 million (
www.eng.hawaii.edu/~panos/UHCS.pdf ) and would have the capability
to eliminate the two major

H-1 traffic bottlenecks at H-1/H-2 merge and at the Middle Street merge.
Elimination of the two major H-1 bottlenecks by the MLA would comply
with the Honolulu General Plan as it relates to the General Plan
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objective | “Transportation and Utilities”. The Traffic Capacity Analysis
below shows that the MLA will have the capacity to eliminate the
bottlenecks while the rail does not. Conversely, the $6.0 Billion steel
wheel fixed guideway alternative will cause a severe vehicular traffic
overload at the two H-1 bottlenecks in the capacity analysis below and
will not support the Honolulu General Plan.

3) Moreover, by removing the two major H-1 bottlenecks, the MLA would
substantially reduce the “vehicle miles traveled and vehicles hours of
delay” as compared with the steel wheel fixed guideway SINCE THE
Fixed guideway would result in severe traffic overload on H-1 in year
2030 (see capacity analysis below).

4) The single, most important goal for mass transit is to eliminate or
substantially reduce traffic congestion. The MLA meets this goal while
the fixed guideway does not.

Mass Transit Options Traffic Capacity Analysis:

Numbers from Table 3-12 of city 2006 Nov Alternative Analysis ($10
million report):

Rail only: capacity = 6000 commuters per peak hour (equivalent 5000
vehicles per peak hour.)

H-1 only: rated capacity = 9,500 vehicles per hour (equivalent 15,400
commuters per hour

H-1 forecast yr 2030 traffic load = 17,500 vehicles per hour per City AA
Table 3-12 (or 8,000 vph overload = 9,600 commuters per hour)

Managed Lane three-Lane HOV Reversible Kamehameha Flyover:
capacity = 6,000 high occupancy vehicles per hour (equivalent 21,600
commuters per hour). Capacity based on HOV use on Kamehameha
Flyover by 200 express buses per peak hour , car pools, van pools,
green cars and HOV2. (50 pns per express bus and 5800 vph at avge 2
pns per vehicle).

Year 2030 commuter load by City AA Report = Rail (6000) + H-1
overload (9,600) + H-1 capacity (15,400) = 31,000 commuters.

2030 Load = 31,000 commuters per hour
Rail + H-1 = 21,400 commuters per hour
Managed Lane HOV + H-1 = 37,000 commuters per hour

Finding: Fixed Guideway does not have sufficient commuter capacity
which will cause 9,600 commuters to be stuck in gridlock on H-1 or stuck
at rail stations (especially at stations between Waipahu and Kalihi).
Managed Lane Alternative (HOV) will eliminate congestion and
bottlenecks on H-1.

Conclusion:

The Alternative Analysis is wrong by rejecting the MLA because when
compared with the fixed guideway alternative, the MLA will remove H-1
Traffic bottlenecks and will support Honolulu General Plan and will
substantially reduce vehicles miles traveled and substantially reduce
vehicles hours of delay.
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Recommendation:

Itis recommended that a three-lane MLA be reinstated into the DEIS for
further consideration as a viable mass transit locally preferred alternative
(LPA).

Respectfully,

Ben Ramelb P.E.
1148 Ala Lilikoi St.
Honolulu HI 96818

Copy to:

1) Mr. Ted Matley

FTA Region IX

201 Mission St. Suite 1650
San Francisco, CA 94105
FAX 415-744-2726

2) Governor Linda Lingle
Hawaii State Capitol

415 S Beretania St. 5th Floor
Honolulu, HI 96813

FAX (808) 586-0006

3) Honolulu City Council Members
FAX (808) 867-5011

Reply Requested : Yes
Submission Type : Draft EIS Comment

FOIA (Freedom of
Information Request)
Request :

FOIA Referral Date :
FOIA Response Date :
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RECORD # 242 DETAILS
Status :

Creation Date :

Creator Affiliation :
First Name :

Last Name :
Business/Organization :
Address :

Alternative Preference :
Apt./Suite No. :

City :

State :

Zip Code :

Email :

Telephone :

Telephone Extension :
Add to Mailing List :
Submission Method :

Other Submission Method :

Submission Date :

Initial Action Needed
12/29/2008

Ben

Ramelb

Retired Civil Engineer
1148 Ala Lilikoi St

HON

HI

96818
ramelbb001@hawaii.rr.com

Both
Website

12/29/2008
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Submission Content/Notes : 29 December, 2008

To:

Mr. Wayne Yoshioka

Director Department of Transportation Services
City and County of Honolulu

650 South King St. 3rd Floor

Honolulu

HI 96813

FAX: (808) 587-6080

Subject: Comment on Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS)
“Honolulu High-capacity transit corridor Project’, Issue : The DEIS and
Alternative Analysis lacks a wide range of alternatives

Discussion:

The Alternative Analysis and DEIS failed to provide “... an assessment
of a wide range of public transportation alternatives ...” and/or “...
sufficient information to enable the Secretary to make the findings of
project justification ..." as required by statute.

In addition, we believe that you will find that the City, PB and FTA failed
to, “Rigorously explore and objectively evaluate all reasonable
alternatives,” and “Devote substantial treatment to each alternative
considered in detail including the proposed action so that reviewers may
evaluate their comparative merits,” as required by the Council on
Environmental Quality (CEQ) Sec. 1502.14.

Four alternatives should be assessed:

1) BRT transit system as proposed by the Harris Administration. The
BRT route downtown should be limited to King and Beretania Streets
and exclude Dillingham Blvd and Kapiolani Blvd.

2) Managed Lane (reversible) as proposed by Professor Panos
Prevedouros Study, “Transportation Alternatives Analysis for Mitigating
Traffic Congestion between Leeward Oahu and Honolulu” which shows
the 11 mile three-lane cost estimate to be $900 million which is in line
with the $320 million Tampa three-lane reversible transitway.

3) Former mayoral candidate Ann Kobayashi's proposal for a 15 mile
EzWay. See
http://www.honoluluadvertiser.com/article/20081015/NEWS01/81015039
2/1001

4) Build two elevated highway bypasses around the H-1 bottlenecks at H-
1/H-2 merge and at Middle St. merge. The bypasses include: a)a 4
mile, three-lane reversible elevated hwy over the Kamehameha Hwy
median between the H-1/H-2 merge and the H-1 Viaduct at Aloha
Stadium and b) a 3 mile, three-lane reversible elevated hwy over the
Nimitz Hwy median between the H-1 Viaduct at Keehi Lagoon Drive and
Hotel St/Alakea St./ Halekauwila St/Ala Moana Blvd. An on/off ramp to
Waikamilo Rd from the Nimitz bypass would reduce the number of lanes
from three to two between Waikamilo Rd and lwilei. See attachment for
more information on HOV Flyovers.

Recommendation: Include the above four alternatives in the DEIS.
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Respectfully,

Ben Ramelb P.E.
1148 Ala Lilikoi St.
Honolulu HI 96818

Copy to:

1) Mr. Ted Matley

FTA Region IX

201 Mission St. Suite 1650
San Francisco, CA 94105
FAX 415-744-2726

2) Governor Linda Lingle
Hawaii State Capitol

415 S Beretania St. 5th Floor
Honolulu, HI 96813

FAX (808) 586-0006

3) Honolulu City Council Members
FAX (808) 867-5011

Attachment — Description of Nimitz and Kamehameha HOV Flyovers
Nimitz Flyover, Reversible HOV:

The Nimitz HOV Flyover is a 3-mile reversible, elevated, three-lane
structure over the Nimitz Highway median from the Airport Viaduct at
Keehi Lagoon to Hotel Street and Alakea St/Halekauwila St. The
Flyover would be built similar to the Tampa Elevated three-lane
Reversible HOV as described in-

http://www tollroadsnews.com/node/172 .

One of the three lanes would exit the Flyover at Waikamilo Rd. to
provide access to job centers in Kalihi, resulting in the Flyover having
only two lanes entering downtown. The downtown terminal connections
from the Nimitz HOV Flyover include an elevated busway from Iwilei to
Hotel Street and a single lane underpass to both Alakea St/Halekauwila
Streets. These connections are described in a Managed Lane Study
"Transportation Alternatives Analysis for Mitigating Traffic congestion
between Leeward Oahu and Honolulu”. The full report is available at
www.eng.hawaii.edu/~panos/UHCS.pdf.

The initial 2005 cost for the 10 mile Tampa Reversible was $320 million
or $32 Million per highway mile, however, a geotechnical design error
increased the cost to $420 million or $42 million per mile. Using a
geographic and escalation factor of 100 percent, the 3-mile Nimitz HOV
Flyover at $60 to $80 million per mile would cost $180 million to $240
million.

The "Nimitz Flyover" has an approved Final Environmental Impact
Statement which allows for early construction.

Kamehameha Flyover, Reversible HOV:
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The Kamehameha HOV Flyover is a 4-mile reversible, elevated, three-
lane structure over the median of Kamehameha Highway from the H-
1/H-2 merge at the Waiawa Interchange to the Airport Viaduct just
diamond head of the Aloha Stadium. The Flyover would be built similar
to the Tampa Elevated three-lane Reversible HOV as described in-
http://www tollroadsnews.com/node/172 .

The Kamehameha Flyover would be connected to H-1, H-2,
Kamehameha Highway and Farrington Highway at the west end and to
the Airport Viaduct at the east end. These connections are described in
a Managed Lane Study "Transportation Alternatives Analysis for
Mitigating Traffic congestion between Leeward Oahu and Honolulu”. The
full report is available at www.eng.hawaii.edu/~panos/UHCS .pdf.

The initial 2005 cost for the 10 mile Tampa Reversible was $320 million
or $32 Million per highway mile, however, a geotechnical design error
increased the cost to $420 million or $42 million per mile. Using a
geographic and escalation factor of 100 percent, the 4-mile
Kamehameha HOV Flyover at $60 to $80 million per mile would cost
between $240 million to $320 million.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) - Honolulu High-
Capacity Transit Corridor Project Nov 2008 , shows the rail route over
Kamehameha Highway between Pearl City and Aloha Stadium which
could conflict with the proposed three-lane "Kamehameha Flyover" route
outlined above. If the rail is built, it is suggested that both the
Kamehameha Highway "Flyover" and the Rail be built within the
elevated Kamehameha Highway corridor. In this case, only a two-lane
"Kamehameha Flyover" is needed (instead of three-lanes) to be built
alongside and parallel to the Rail transit. The rail with a capacity of 6,000
commuters per hour and the two-lane "Kamehameha Flyover", with a
capacity of 4,000 vehicles per hour, should be adequate to substantially
reduce the bottleneck at the H-1/H-2 merge and the traffic congestion on
H-1 between Pearl City and Aloha Stadium.

Reply Requested : Yes
Submission Type : Draft EIS Comment

FOIA (Freedom of
Information Request)
Request :

FOIA Referral Date :
FOIA Response Date :
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Initial Action Needed
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Ben
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Retired Civil Engineer
1148 Ala Lilikoi St

HON

HI

96818
ramelbb001@hawaii.rr.com

Both
Website

12/29/2008
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Submission Content/Notes : 29 December, 2008

To:

Mr. Wayne Yoshioka

Director Department of Transportation Services
City and County of Honolulu

650 South King St. 3rd Floor

Honolulu

HI 96813

FAX: (808) 587-6080

Subject: Comment on Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS)
“Honolulu High-capacity transit corridor Project’, Issue : The Alternative
Analysis evaluation of the Managed Lane Alternative was flawed which
caused the MLA to be excluded from further consideration in the DEIS

Discussion:

The Alternative Analysis rigged the specifications and analysis of the
Managed Lane Alternative . DEIS Chapter 2 summarizes alternatives
considered for the Honolulu High-Capacity Transit Corridor Project. The
alternatives considered were chosen primarily by the Alternative
Analysis published in 2006.

The AA was flawed because it failed to include several transit
alternatives, each with a capability to substantially reduce or eliminate
the traffic congestion bottlenecks on H-1 at Pearl City and Middle St.
merge in year 2030. As shown on Table 3-12 of the AA and DEIS Table
3-12, all rail alternatives result in worse traffic congestion on H-1 AFTER
any rail alternative is built and operating.

The fact that rail will worsen congestion on H-1 after spending a
minimum of $6.2 Billion for the Rail alternative, it is totally unacceptable
to the Oahu taxpayer to continue to face worse traffic congestion on H-1.
The single and most important reason for building a “mass transit
system” is to substantially reduce or eliminate traffic congestion”. The
AA and DEIS fails to include this most important purpose and need for
mass transit and therefore the AA and DEIS must be revised to include,
as a need, to substantially reduce or eliminate traffic congestion.

Accordingly, as a minimum, the DEIS should include the following four
additional alternatives for assessment on environmental impact:

1) BRT transit system as proposed by the Harris Administration. The
BRT route downtown should be limited to King and Beretania Streets
which can accommodate a BRT system and exclude Dillingham Blvd
and Kapiolani Blvd which are too narrow to accommodate a BRT
system.

2) Managed Lane (reversible) as proposed by Professor Panos
Prevedouros Study, “Transportation Alternatives Analysis for Mitigating
Traffic Congestion between Leeward Oahu and Honolulu” published
March 2008, which shows the 11 mile three-lane cost estimate to be
$900 million which is in line with the $320 million Tampa three-lane
reversible transit way.
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3) Former mayoral candidate Ann Kobayashi’s proposal for a 15 mile
EzWay. See
http://www.honoluluadvertiser.com/article/20081015/NEWS01/81015039
2/1001

4) Build two elevated highway bypasses around the H-1 bottlenecks at H-
1/H-2 merge and at Middle St. merge. The bypasses include: a)a 4
mile, three-lane reversible elevated hwy over the Kamehameha Hwy
median between the H-1/H-2 merge and the H-1 Viaduct at Aloha
Stadium and b) a 3 mile, three-lane reversible elevated hwy over the
Nimitz Hwy median between the H-1 Viaduct at Keehi Lagoon Drive and
Hotel St/Alakea St./ Halekauwila St/Ala Moana Blvd. An on/off ramp to
Waikamilo Rd from the Nimitz bypass would reduce the number of lanes
from three to two between Waikamilo Rd and lwilei. See attachment for
more information on HOV Flyovers.

Recommendation: Include the above four alternatives in the DEIS.
Respectfully,

Ben Ramelb P.E.
1148 Ala Lilikoi St.
Honolulu HI 96818

Copy to:

1) Mr. Ted Matley

FTA Region IX

201 Mission St. Suite 1650
San Francisco, CA 94105
FAX 415-744-2726

2) Governor Linda Lingle
Hawaii State Capitol

415 S Beretania St. 5th Floor
Honolulu, HI 96813

FAX (808) 586-0006

3) Honolulu City Council Members
FAX (808) 867-5011

Attachment — Description of Nimitz and Kamehameha HOV Flyovers
Nimitz Flyover, Reversible HOV:

The Nimitz HOV Flyover is a 3-mile reversible, elevated, three-lane
structure over the Nimitz Highway median from the Airport Viaduct at
Keehi Lagoon to Hotel Street and Alakea St/Halekauwila St. The
Flyover would be built similar to the Tampa Elevated three-lane
Reversible HOV as described in-

http://www tollroadsnews.com/node/172 .

One of the three lanes would exit the Flyover at Waikamilo Rd. to
provide access to job centers in Kalihi, resulting in the Flyover having
only two lanes entering downtown. The downtown terminal connections
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from the Nimitz HOV Flyover include an elevated busway from Iwilei to
Hotel Street and a single lane underpass to both Alakea St/Halekauwila
Streets. These connections are described in a Managed Lane Study
"Transportation Alternatives Analysis for Mitigating Traffic congestion
between Leeward Oahu and Honolulu”. The full report is available at
www.eng.hawaii.edu/~panos/UHCS.pdf.

The initial 2005 cost for the 10 mile Tampa Reversible was $320 million
or $32 Million per highway mile, however, a geotechnical design error
increased the cost to $420 million or $42 million per mile. Using a
geographic and escalation factor of 100 percent, the 3-mile Nimitz HOV
Flyover at $60 to $80 million per mile would cost $180 million to $240
million.

The "Nimitz Flyover" has an approved Final Environmental Impact
Statement which allows for early construction.

Kamehameha Flyover, Reversible HOV:

The Kamehameha HOV Flyover is a 4-mile reversible, elevated, three-
lane structure over the median of Kamehameha Highway from the H-
1/H-2 merge at the Waiawa Interchange to the Airport Viaduct just
diamond head of the Aloha Stadium. The Flyover would be built similar
to the Tampa Elevated three-lane Reversible HOV as described in-
http://www tollroadsnews.com/node/172 .

The Kamehameha Flyover would be connected to H-1, H-2,
Kamehameha Highway and Farrington Highway at the west end and to
the Airport Viaduct at the east end. These connections are described in
a Managed Lane Study "Transportation Alternatives Analysis for
Mitigating Traffic congestion between Leeward Oahu and Honolulu”. The
full report is available at www.eng.hawaii.edu/~panos/UHCS .pdf.

The initial 2005 cost for the 10 mile Tampa Reversible was $320 million
or $32 Million per highway mile, however, a geotechnical design error
increased the cost to $420 million or $42 million per mile. Using a
geographic and escalation factor of 100 percent, the 4-mile
Kamehameha HOV Flyover at $60 to $80 million per mile would cost
between $240 million to $320 million.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) - Honolulu High-
Capacity Transit Corridor Project Nov 2008 | shows the rail route over
Kamehameha Highway between Pearl City and Aloha Stadium which
could conflict with the proposed three-lane "Kamehameha Flyover" route
outlined above. If the rail is built, it is suggested that both the
Kamehameha Highway "Flyover" and the Rail be built within the
elevated Kamehameha Highway corridor. In this case, only a two-lane
"Kamehameha Flyover" is needed (instead of three-lanes) to be built
alongside and parallel to the Rail transit. The rail with a capacity of 6,000
commuters per hour and the two-lane "Kamehameha Flyover", with a
capacity of 4,000 vehicles per hour, should be adequate to substantially
reduce the bottleneck at the H-1/H-2 merge and the traffic congestion on
H-1 between Pearl City and Aloha Stadium.

Reply Requested : Yes
Submission Type : Draft EIS Comment

FOIA (Freedom of
Information Request)
Request :
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Submission Content/Notes : 29 December, 2008

To:

Mr. Wayne Yoshioka

Director Department of Transportation Services
City and County of Honolulu

650 South King St. 3rd Floor

Honolulu

HI 96813

FAX: (808) 587-6080

Subject: Comment on Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS)
“Honolulu High-capacity transit corridor Project”, Issue : City Alternative
Analysis (AA) incorrectly inflates Managed Lane Alternative (MLA) cost
of $2.6 Billion which wrongly excludes MLA from further transit
consideration in the DEIS

Facts:

1) 2006 Alternative Analysis show 14 mile, two lane elevated MLA
capital cost at $2.6 Billion or $185 Million per mile.

2) AA shows 20 mile Rail to Ala Moana Shopping Center cost at $3.7
Billion or $180 million per mile.

3) Wayne Yoshioka, on Olelo 22 July 2008, 19 minutes into video,
http://iwww.honolulutransit.org/video/?id=9, stated " $3.7 Billion includes
$1.0 Billion contingency". Thus the 20 mile Rail cost estimate, without
contingency, is $2.7 Billion or $135 million per mile.

4) The Rail project includes 180 + land acquisitions, 20 miles elevated
structure, nineteen, four-story or higher rail stations., electric substations
at each rail station, steel rails and the heavy copper lines to convey the
high electrical load, escalators, elevators, and
office/bathrooms/roadways/parking facilities at each rail station.
Conversely, the MLA will have zero rail stations on the entire 11 mile
length.

5) The ORTP 2030 link
http://oahumpo.org/ortp/ORTP2030/OMPO_Report_FINAL.pdf

Shows the 2.2 mile Nimitz two lane elevated flyover at $250 million
(State DOT cost Estimate) or $113 million per mile.

6) The 10 mile Tampa three-lane elevated
http://iwww.tollroadsnews.com/node/172 cost $420 million or $42 million
per mile.

7) The MLA would cost twice as much per lane mile as H-3, the most
expensive highway because it had to bore two tunnels through the
Koolaus.

8) Professor Panos Prevedouros study "Transportation Alternative
Analysis for Mitigating traffic Congestion between Leeward Oahu and
Honolulu" March 2008, shows a cost estimate for a three lane, 11 mile
elevated Managed Lane for $900 million or $81 million per mile. The
Managed Lane facility is similar in construction to the Tampa three lane
elevated reversible. The full report is available at
www.eng.hawaii.edu/~panos/UHCS.pdf.

Discussion:
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a) The city AA discarded the MLA because of high cost and that it would
not solve traffic congestion.

b) The DEIS does not include the MLA because it was discarded by the
AA from further consideration.

¢) The cost estimates above show that the MLA would cost not more
than $900 million based on the similar Tampa three lane reversible.
Even is the MLA were to use the State of Hawaii's estimate in the ORTP,
the 11 mile MLA would cost $113 million per mile or $1.2 Billion.

d) If the two lane elevated MLA uses the elevated rail cost at $135
million per mile, the MLA would cost $1.5 Billion, far less than the AA
estimate of $2.6 Billion.

Conclusion:

The AA cost estimate for the MLA at $2.6 Billion is incorrect and should
be revised to less than $1.0 Billion. Further, the MLA should be
restudied within the DEIS process if the DEIS is to comply with NEPA.

Recommendation:

It is recommended that the Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ), in
conjunction with the USDOT, require the FTA and the CITY re-assess
the MLA in the EIS process. City and FTA re-study the MLA as an 11
mile, three-lane elevated reversible transit way within the DEIS process
if the DEIS is to comply with NEPA.

Respectfully,

Ben Ramelb P.E.
1148 Ala Lilikoi St
Honolulu, HI

968

Copy to:

1) Mr. Ted Matley

FTA Region IX

201 Mission St. Suite 1650
San Francisco, CA 94105
FAX 415-744-2726

2) Governor Linda Lingle
Hawaii State Capitol

415 S Beretania St. 5th Floor
Honolulu, HI 96813

FAX (808) 586-0006

3) Honolulu City Council Members
FAX (808) 867-5011

Reply Requested : Yes
Submission Type : Draft EIS Comment

FOIA (Freedom of
Information Request)
Request :

FOIA Referral Date :
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Submission Content/Notes : 29 December, 2008

To:

Mr. Wayne Yoshioka

Director Department of Transportation Services
City and County of Honolulu

650 South King St. 3rd Floor

Honolulu

HI 96813

FAX: (808) 587-6080

Subject: Comment on Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS)
“Honolulu High-capacity transit corridor Project”’, Issue: The purpose and
goals for the Honolulu High-capacity Transit Corridor Project Draft
Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) are not consistent with those of
the Oahu Regional Transportation Plan 2030 (ORTP 2030).

Facts:

a) The ORTP 2030 states that its purpose is to provide a long-term
vision document that outlines transportation goals, objectives, and
policies for Oahu. The ORTP 2030 goals and objectives are listed in the
discussion section below.

b) The ORTP 2030 document also identifies specific highway and transit
projects that are designed to improve safety, reduce congestion, and
increase mobility for Oahu's residents and visitors. This regional
planning document is required by a number of state and federal
mandates and requirements which include the Transportation Equity Act
for the 21st Century ("TEA 21"). These requirements are mandated by
the Federal Department of Transportation as a means of verifying the
eligibility of metropolitan areas for Federal funds earmarked for surface
transportation systems.

c) DEIS para. 1.7 states “The purpose of the Honolulu High-capacity
Transit corridor is to provide high-capacity rapid transit in the
transportation corridor..........as specified in the ORTP 2030.”

d) DEIS para. 1.8 — States that there are several needs for transit
improvements in the transit corridor: (1) improve corridor mobility, (2)
Improve corridor travel reliability, (3) Improve access to planned
development to support city policy to develop a second urban center,
and (4) Improve transportation equity.

Discussion:

a) GOALS AND OBJECTIVES FOR THE 2030 OAHU REGIONAL
TRANSPORTATION PLAN, October 2004
http://oahumpo.org/ortp/media/GoalsObjectives_041022_final.pdf

Transportation Services System Goal:

Develop and maintain Oahu's islandwide transportation system to
ensure efficient, safe,

convenient and economical movement of people and goods.
Objectives:

#1 Increase peak-period person-carrying capacities on Oahu's
transportation network.

#2 Provide efficient, convenient and cost-effective transit service to
Oahu citizens.

#3 Encourage the availability of adequate public and private services
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between Waikiki, the

airport and other tourist destinations.

#4 Promote intermodal efficiency of harbor terminal facilities, airport
terminal facilities and

land transportation systems.

#5 Ensure that no person shall, on the grounds of race, color, gender,
age, income,

disability, or national origin, be excluded from participation in, be denied
the benefits of,

or be subjected to discrimination in transportation services as provided
for under current

federal, state, and local legislation.

#6 Ensure user and community safety and security in the physical
design and operation of

transportation facilities.

#7 Ensure that Oahu's transportation system is planned, designed,
constructed and

operated in an integrated and cost-effective manner.

#8 Enhance the performance and efficiency of Oahu's transportation
system through the

use of operation management strategies, such as Intelligent
Transportation System

(ITS), Transportation System Management (TSM) and Transportation
Demand

Management (TDM).

#9 Enhance the integration and connectivity of the regional
transportation system.

#10 Promote planning, design and construction of transportation
facilities and systems to

support economic development and vitality.

#11 Provide major rehabilitation/renewal/modernization of facilities in
sufficient magnitude to

ensure continued effective operation.

2030 ORTP Planning Study 2 Goals and Objectives

GOALS AND OBJECTIVES FOR THE 2030 OAHU REGIONAL
TRANSPORTATION PLAN

Environment and Quality of Life System Goal:

Develop and maintain Oahu's transportation system in a manner that
maintains environmental

quality and community cohesiveness.

Objectives:

#12 Develop and maintain Oahu's transportation system to meet or
exceed noise, air and

water quality standards set forth by federal, state and local agencies.
#13 Encourage energy conservation in transportation.

#14 Preserve Oahu's cultural integrity and sensitive natural resources,
including beaches,

scenic beauty, and sea and mountain vistas.

#15 Develop and maintain alternative transportation facilities, including
bikeways,

walkways and other environmentally-friendly elements which can be
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safely integrated

with other transport modes.

#16 Develop a travel demand management system for Oahu that
optimizes use of

transportation resources by encouraging programs to increase transit
ridership,

increase ridesharing on Oahu, reduce single occupancy vehicle travel,
and reduce

auto dependency.

#17 Minimize disruption of existing neighborhoods from construction of
the transportation

system.

#18 Ensure that transportation facility design and maintenance are
compatible with the

existing and planned physical and social character of new and existing
developments.

#19 Maintain and upgrade existing facilities and design future
transportation facilities in a

manner that is aesthetically pleasing and incorporates landscaping, tree
planting, and

public safety.

#20 Develop transportation contingency plans for energy shortages,
natural and manmade

disasters and other emergencies that would impact the transportation
system.

2030 ORTP Planning Study 3 Goals and Objectives

GOALS AND OBJECTIVES FOR THE 2030 OAHU REGIONAL
TRANSPORTATION PLAN

Land Use and Transportation Integration System Goal:

Develop and maintain Oahu's transportation system in a manner that
integrates land use and

transportation.

Objectives:

#21 Maintain and develop the transportation system to reinforce Oahu's
planned

population distribution and land use development policies expressed in
the City's

Development Plans through coordinated efforts of the public and private
sectors.

#22 Encourage innovation in planning, design and maintenance of
transportation

services and facilities.

#23 Encourage the implementation of land use development policies
that support

efficient use of the transportation system via reduced vehicular
tripmaking and

vehicle miles traveled.

b) DEIS purpose stated in paragraph 1.7 is not found in the ORTP goals
and objectives listed above.

c) DEIS Needs paragraph 1.8 are not found in the ORTP goals and
objectives listed above.
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d) The single most important non-compliance of the DEIS with the ORTP
2030 is Ohjective No. 2 where the ORTP Objective No. 2 is to provide a
transportation system that is “COST EFFECTIVE”. The reason that Rail
is NOT cost effective is that: (1) Rail will cost $6.8 Billion but will still not
eliminate the major H-1 bottlenecks at the H-1/H-2 merge and at the
Middle Street merge. In fact, the Rail will increase the vehicular
overload on H-1 from the present 11,000 vph to 17,500 vehicles per
hour on the 9,500 vph capacity H-1 Freeway at Kalauao. The rail
alternative must be compared with Professor Prevedouros' $900 million
11 mile, Managed Three-Lane HOV Alternative explained in
www.eng.hawaii.edu/~panos/UHCS.pdf. The Managed Three-Lane
HOV Alternative eliminates the two H-1 bottlenecks at Pearl City and at
Middle Street merge and should be considered “cost effective” by any
definition

Conclusion: The purpose and goals for the Honolulu High-capacity
Transit Corridor Project Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS)
do not conform with ORTP 2030 objective No. 2 with regard to rail being
cost effective.

Recommendation: Reinstate the 11 mile Managed Lane HOV
Alternative into the DEIS for evaluation as a transit system in terms of
cost effectiveness and the potential to eliminate the H-1 bottlenecks at
H-1/H-2 merge and at the Middle St. merge.

Respectfully,

Ben Ramelb P.E.
1148 Ala Lilikoi St
Honolulu, HI
96818

Copy to:

1) Mr. Ted Matley

FTA Region IX

201 Mission St. Suite 1650
San Francisco, CA 94105
FAX 415-744-2726

2) Governor Linda Lingle
Hawaii State Capitol

415 S Beretania St. 5th Floor
Honolulu, HI 96813

FAX (808) 586-0006

3) Honolulu City Council Members
FAX (808) 867-5011

Reply Requested : Yes
Submission Type : Draft EIS Comment

FOIA (Freedom of
Information Request)
Request :

FOIA Referral Date :
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Submission Content/Notes : 29 December, 2008

To:

Mr. Wayne Yoshioka

Director Department of Transportation Services
City and County of Honolulu

650 South King St. 3rd Floor

Honolulu

HI 96813

FAX: (808) 587-6080

Subject: Comment on Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS)
“Honolulu High-capacity transit corridor Project’, Issue : The purpose
and goals for the Honolulu High-capacity Transit Corridor Project Draft
Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) do not conform with those of
the Oahu Regional Transportation Plan 2030 (ORTP 2030).

Facts:

a) The ORTP 2030 states that its purpose is to provide a long-term
vision document that outlines transportation goals, objectives, and
policies for Oahu. The ORTP 2030 goals and objectives are listed in the
discussion section below.

b) The ORTP 2030 document also identifies specific highway and transit
projects that are designed to improve safety, reduce congestion, and
increase mobility for Oahu's residents and visitors. This regional
planning document is required by a number of state and federal
mandates and requirements which include the Transportation Equity Act
for the 21st Century ("TEA 21"). These requirements are mandated by
the Federal Department of Transportation as a means of verifying the
eligibility of metropolitan areas for Federal funds earmarked for surface
transportation systems.

c) DEIS para. 1.7 states “The purpose of the Honolulu High-capacity
Transit corridor is to provide high-capacity rapid transit in the
transportation corridor..........as specified in the ORTP 2030.”

d) DEIS para. 1.8 — States that there are several needs for transit
improvements in the transit corridor: (1) improve corridor mobility, (2)
Improve corridor travel reliability, (3) Improve access to planned
development to support city policy to develop a second urban center,
and (4) Improve transportation equity.

Discussion:

a) GOALS AND OBJECTIVES FOR THE 2030 OAHU REGIONAL
TRANSPORTATION PLAN, October 2004
http://oahumpo.org/ortp/media/GoalsObjectives_041022_final.pdf

Transportation Services System Goal:

Develop and maintain Oahu's islandwide transportation system to
ensure efficient, safe,

convenient and economical movement of people and goods.
Objectives:

#1 Increase peak-period person-carrying capacities on Oahu's
transportation network. NO.

#2 Provide efficient, convenient and cost-effective transit service to
Oahu citizens. NO

#3 Encourage the availability of adequate public and private services
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between Waikiki, the

airport and other tourist destinations. NO

#4 Promote intermodal efficiency of harbor terminal facilities, airport
terminal facilities and

land transportation systems.

#5 Ensure that no person shall, on the grounds of race, color, gender,
age, income,

disability, or national origin, be excluded from participation in, be denied
the benefits of,

or be subjected to discrimination in transportation services as provided
for under current

federal, state, and local legislation.

#6 Ensure user and community safety and security in the physical
design and operation of

transportation facilities.

#7 Ensure that Oahu's transportation system is planned, designed,
constructed and

operated in an integrated and cost-effective manner. NO

#8 Enhance the performance and efficiency of Oahu's transportation
system through the

use of operation management strategies, such as Intelligent
Transportation System

(ITS), Transportation System Management (TSM) and Transportation
Demand

Management (TDM).

#9 Enhance the integration and connectivity of the regional
transportation system. NO

#10 Promote planning, design and construction of transportation
facilities and systems to

support economic development and vitality. NO

#11 Provide major rehabilitation/renewal/modernization of facilities in
sufficient magnitude to

ensure continued effective operation. NO

2030 ORTP Planning Study 2 Goals and Objectives

GOALS AND OBJECTIVES FOR THE 2030 OAHU REGIONAL
TRANSPORTATION PLAN

Environment and Quality of Life System Goal:

Develop and maintain Oahu's transportation system in a manner that
maintains environmental

quality and community cohesiveness.

Objectives:

#12 Develop and maintain Oahu's transportation system to meet or
exceed noise, air and

water quality standards set forth by federal, state and local agencies.
NO

#13 Encourage energy conservation in transportation. NO

#14 Preserve Oahu's cultural integrity and sensitive natural resources,
including beaches,

scenic beauty, and sea and mountain vistas. NO

#15 Develop and maintain alternative transportation facilities, including
bikeways,
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walkways and other environmentally-friendly elements which can be
safely integrated

with other transport modes. NO

#16 Develop a travel demand management system for Oahu that
optimizes use of

transportation resources by encouraging programs to increase transit
ridership,

increase ridesharing on Oahu, reduce single occupancy vehicle travel,
and reduce

auto dependency. NO

#17 Minimize disruption of existing neighborhoods from construction of
the transportation

system. NO

#18 Ensure that transportation facility design and maintenance are
compatible with the

existing and planned physical and social character of new and existing
developments. NO

#19 Maintain and upgrade existing facilities and design future
transportation facilities in a

manner that is aesthetically pleasing and incorporates landscaping, tree
planting, and

public safety. NO

#20 Develop transportation contingency plans for energy shortages,
natural and manmade

disasters and other emergencies that would impact the transportation
system. NO

2030 ORTP Planning Study 3 Goals and Objectives

GOALS AND OBJECTIVES FOR THE 2030 OAHU REGIONAL
TRANSPORTATION PLAN

Land Use and Transportation Integration System Goal:

Develop and maintain Oahu's transportation system in a manner that
integrates land use and

transportation.

Objectives:

#21 Maintain and develop the transportation system to reinforce Oahu's
planned

population distribution and land use development policies expressed in
the City's

Development Plans through coordinated efforts of the public and private
sectors. NO

#22 Encourage innovation in planning, design and maintenance of
transportation

services and facilities. NO

#23 Encourage the implementation of land use development policies
that support

efficient use of the transportation system via reduced vehicular
tripmaking and

vehicle miles traveled. NO

Findings:
The DEIS purpose and needs stated in paragraphs 1.7 and 1.8 do not
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conform with many ORTP 2030 Goals and Objectives noted above for
one or more reasons:

(1) Rail transit will result in a net DECREASE in peak-period person-
carrying capacities on Oahu's transportation network,

(2) The $6.8 Billion rail is not cost effective because rail will still not
eliminate the major H-1 bottlenecks at the H-1/H-2 merge and at the
Middle Street merge. In fact, the Rail will increase the vehicular
overload on H-1 from the present 11,000 vph to 17,500 vehicles per
hour on the 9,500 vph capacity H-1 Freeway at Kalauao ,

(3) Rail transit will not service Waikiki,

(4) The rail transportation system is not cost effective because it does
not allow express buses to run in a corridor parallel to the rail route to
reduce congestion on H-1 during peak hour,

(5) Rail will not provide relief to increased congestion on H-1 at the H-
1/H-1 merge and at Middle St. merge by year 2030. Therefore, rail will
not enhance the integration and connectivity of the regional
transportation system; will not promote planning, design and
construction of transportation facilities and systems to support economic
development and vitality; and will not provide major
rehabilitation/renewal/modernization of facilities in sufficient magnitude
to ensure continued effective operation.

(6) Rail will cause more vehicles to be stuck in gridlock on H-1 and will
therefore exceed noise, air and water quality standards set forth by
federal, state and local agencies and energy conservation in
transportation because rail will result in 8,000 vehicles per hour being
stuck in gridlock on H-1 during the am peak period.

(7) The elevated rail located downtown be a visual blight downtown and
will not preserve Oahu's cultural integrity and sensitive natural
resources, including beaches,

scenic beauty, and sea and mountain vistas.

(8) The rail route on Salt Lake Blvd and Dillingham Blvd instead of the H-
1 Viaduct and Nimitz Highway will maximize disruption of existing
neighborhoods from construction of the transportation system.

Conclusion:

The elevated rail will cause severe traffic congestion on H-1 during peak
hour, will force more vehicles to be stuck in gridlock causing worse
pollution, less reliability for many commuters at the rail station waiting for
commuter room on the fully loaded train and will cause a visual blight
downtown.

Recommendation:

The DEIS must add more transit alternatives such as:

1) an elevated HOV three-lane transit way from Waikele to downtown
Hotel and Alakea Sts as described in Professor Panos Prevedouros
Report “Transportation Alternatives Analysis for Mitigating Traffic
Congestion between Leeward Oahu and Honolulu, Mar 2008.” The full
report is available at www.eng.hawaii.edu/~panos/UHCS.pdf.

2) BRT proposed by former Mayor Harris in early 2002 Oor 2003.

3) Build two separate, three-lane Flyovers, Nimitz and Kamehameha
(between Waiawa Interchange and Halawa Interchange). Note that the
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two Flyovers has the capacity to eliminate the bottlenecks on H-1 as
shown below (“Transit Alternatives Traffic Capacity”).

Transit Alternatives Traffic Capacity

Numbers from Table 3-12 of city 2006 Nov Alternative Analysis ($10
million report): (Rail DEIS contains insufficient information to determine
extent of congestion on H-1 and other highways at Kalauao (Pearl City).

Rail only: capacity = 6000 commuters per peak hour

H-1 only: rated capacity = 9,500 vehicles per hour (equivalent 15,400
commuters per hour (some commuters are on express buses)

H-1 forecast yr 2030 traffic load = 17,500 vehicles per hour per City AA
Table 3-12 (or 8,000 vph overload (on H-1) = 9,600 commuters per hour)

Managed Three-lane HOV Reversible Flyover: capacity = 6,000 high
occupancy vehicles per hour (equivalent 21,600 commuters per hour).
Capacity based on HOV use on Flyover by 200 express buses per peak
hour, car pools, van pools, green cars and HOV2 or HOV3. (commuter
capacity = 50 pns per express bus plus 5,800 vph at avge 2 pns per
vehicle).

Year 2030 commuter load by City AA Report = Rail (6000) + H-1
overload (9,600) + H-1 capacity (15,400) = 31,000 commuters.

2030 Load = 31,000 commuters per hour
Rail + H-1 = 21,400 commuters per hour
Managed Lane HOV + H-1 = 37,000 commuters per hour

Conclusion: Rail does not have sufficient commuter capacity which will
cause 9,600 commuters to be stuck in gridlock on H-1 or stuck at rail
stations (especially at stations between Waipahu and Kalihi). Managed
Lane HOV Flyover Alternative will eliminate congestion and bottlenecks
on H-1.

Respectfully,
Ben Ramelb P.E.
1148 Ala Lilikoi St

Honolulu, HI
96818

Copy to:
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1) Mr. Ted Matley

FTA Region IX

201 Mission St. Suite 1650
San Francisco, CA 94105
FAX 415-744-2726

2) Governor Linda Lingle
Hawaii State Capitol

415 S Beretania St. 5th Floor
Honolulu, HI 96813

FAX (808) 586-0006
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FAX (808) 867-5011

Yes

Draft EIS Comment
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Submission Content/Notes : 29 December, 2008

To:

Mr. Wayne Yoshioka

Director Department of Transportation Services
City and County of Honolulu

650 South King St. 3rd Floor

Honolulu

HI 96813

FAX: (808) 587-6080

Subject: Comment on Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS)
“Honolulu High-capacity transit corridor Project”,

Issue : The DEIS lacks goal to eliminate or substantially reduce traffic
congestion

Discussion:

DEIS Section 1.8 cites needs for Transit improvements but does not
include the single and most important reason for building mass transit:
To provide TRAFFIC RELIEF during peak hour. The city cit Alternative
Analysis and DEIS show that rail transit, despite costing over $6.0
billion, will not provide traffic relief. In fact, after rail is built and operating,
The AA shows that the traffic overload on H-1 (capacity — 9,500 vehicles
per hour) at Kalauao will rise from the present 11,000 vph to 17,400 vph!

Therefore rail should NOT be considered as a candidate for Oahu mass
transit because it does not accomplish the “MISSION” of mass transit.
ALL other reasons for building rail transit are secondary and do NOT
justify spending at least $6.0 Billion of taxpayers dollars.

| have read the City's Alternative Analysis and UH Professor Panos
Prevedouros Study "Transportation Alternative Analysis for Mitigating
Traffic Congestion between Leeward Oahu and Honolulu." The HOT
Lanes outlined in the Professor’s study will provide a separate express
highway to bypass the known traffic bottlenecks at Pearl City and at
Middle Street and will reduce H-1 congestion by 35 percent. HOT will
cost of less than $900 Million (Tampa built a similar 10 mile three-lane
HOT for $320 million in 2005.

Another option is to build two Flyover bypasses around the two major H-
1 bottlenecks described as follows:

Nimitz Flyover, Reversible HOV:

The Nimitz HOV Flyover is a 3-mile reversible, elevated, three-lane
structure over the Nimitz Highway median from the Airport Viaduct at
Keehi Lagoon to Hotel Street and Alakea St/Halekauwila St. The
Flyover would be built similar to the Tampa Elevated three-lane
Reversible HOV as described in-

http://www tollroadsnews.com/node/172 .

One of the three lanes would exit the Flyover at Waikamilo Rd. to
provide access to job centers in Kalihi, resulting in the Flyover having
only two lanes entering downtown. The downtown terminal connections
from the Nimitz HOV Flyover include an elevated busway from Iwilei to
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Hotel Street and a single lane underpass to both Alakea St/Halekauwila
Streets. These connections are described in a Managed Lane Study
"Transportation Alternatives Analysis for Mitigating Traffic congestion
between Leeward Oahu and Honolulu”. The full report is available at
www.eng.hawaii.edu/~panos/UHCS.pdf.

The initial 2005 cost for the 10 mile Tampa Reversible was $320 million
or $32 Million per highway mile, however, a geotechnical design error
increased the cost to $420 million or $42 million per mile. Using a
geographic and escalation factor of 100 percent, the 3-mile Nimitz HOV
Flyover at $60 to $80 million per mile would cost $180 million to $240
million.

The "Nimitz Flyover" has an approved Final Environmental Impact
Statement which allows for early construction.

Kamehameha Flyover, Reversible HOV:

The Kamehameha HOV Flyover is a 4-mile reversible, elevated, three-
lane structure over the median of Kamehameha Highway from the H-
1/H-2 merge at the Waiawa Interchange to the Airport Viaduct just
diamond head of the Aloha Stadium. The Flyover should be built similar
to the Tampa Elevated three-lane Reversible HOV as described in-
http://www tollroadsnews.com/node/172 .

The Kamehameha Flyover should be connected to H-1, H-2,
Kamehameha Highway and Farrington Highway at the west end and to
the Airport Viaduct at the east end. These connections are described in
a Managed Lane Study "Transportation Alternatives Analysis for
Mitigating Traffic congestion between Leeward Oahu and Honolulu”. The
full report is available at www.eng.hawaii.edu/~panos/UHCS .pdf.

The initial 2005 cost for the 10 mile Tampa Reversible was $320 million
or $32 Million per highway mile, however, a geotechnical design error
increased the cost to $420 million or $42 million per mile. Using a
geographic and escalation factor of 100 percent, the 4-mile
Kamehameha HOV Flyover at $60 to $80 million per mile would cost
between $240 million to $320 million.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) - Honolulu High-
Capacity Transit Corridor Project Nov 2008 | shows the rail route over
Kamehameha Highway between Pearl City and Aloha Stadium which
could conflict with the proposed three-lane "Kamehameha Flyover" route
outlined above. If the rail is built, it is suggested that both the
Kamehameha Highway "Flyover" and the Rail be built within the
elevated Kamehameha Highway corridor. In this case, only a two-lane
"Kamehameha Flyover" is needed (instead of three-lanes) to be built
alongside and parallel to the Rail transit. The rail with a capacity of 6,000
commuters per hour and the two-lane "Kamehameha Flyover", with a
capacity of 4,000 vehicles per hour, should be adequate to substantially
reduce the bottleneck at the H-1/H-2 merge and the traffic congestion on
H-1 between Pearl City and Aloha Stadium.

Conclusion:
The Kamehameha and Nimitz Flyovers are cost effective alternatives for
mass transit.

Recommendation:
Include the Kamehameha Flyover and Nimitz Flyover Alternatives for
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mass transit consideration in the DEIS.

Respectfully,

Ben Ramelb P.E.
1148 Ala Lilikoi St.
Honolulu HI 96818

Copy to:

1) Mr. Ted Matley

FTA Region IX

201 Mission St. Suite 1650
San Francisco, CA 94105
FAX 415-744-2726

2) Governor Linda Lingle
Hawaii State Capitol

415 S Beretania St. 5th Floor
Honolulu, HI 96813

FAX (808) 586-0006

3) Honolulu City Council Members
FAX (808) 867-5011

Yes

Draft EIS Comment
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Submission Content/Notes : 29 December, 2008

To:

Mr. Wayne Yoshioka

Director Department of Transportation Services
City and County of Honolulu

650 South King St. 3rd Floor

Honolulu

HI 96813

FAX: (808) 587-6080

Subject: Comment on Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS)
“Honolulu High-capacity transit corridor Project”’, Issue : DEIS does not
include Managed Lane alternative as stated in the Notice of Intent (NOI)

Fact:

DEIS Table 3-20 provides existing traffic volumes but does not provide
forecasted volumes with resultant Level of Service (LOS) for each
specific highway.

NEPA violation: The DEIS lacks the Managed Lane Alternative (MLA)
as stated in the Notice of Intent (NOI) dated 7 Dec 2007 (reference (a),
which states:

“The Federal Transit Administration (FTA) and the City and County of
Honolulu, Department of Transportation Services (DTS) intend to
prepare an EIS (and Alternative Analysis (AA)) on a proposal by the City
and County of Honolulu to implement transit improvements that
potentially include high-capacity transit service in a 25-mile travel
corridor between Kapolei and the University of Hawaii at Manoa and
Waikiki. Alternatives proposed to be considered in the AA and draft EIS
include No Build, Transportation System Management, Managed Lanes,
and Fixed Guideway Transit. Other transit alternatives may be identified
during the scoping process.”

Rationale: The process used by the City & County of Honolulu (City) for

assessing the Managed Lane Alternative (MLA) in the City's Alternatives
Analysis (AA) was flawed.

a) A similar length Managed Lane, reversible three-lane transit way was

built for $320 million in Tampa in year 2005, while the City AA estimated
the similar MLA to cost $2.6 Billion.

b) Professor Panos Prevedouros published a study for Managed Lanes
(reversible) in March 2008, “ Transportation Alternatives Analysis for
Mitigating Traffic Congestion between Leeward Oahu and Honolululu”
which shows the 11 mile three-lane cost estimate to be $900 million
which is in line with the $320 million Tampa three-lane reversible
transitway. The professor believes the Plan's costs are accurate based
on cost estimate spreadsheet analysis received from a local heavy
construction estimation expert is $818,634,000 in 2008 dollars. Again,
this estimate is more in line with the Tampa Transit way estimate and
refutes the AA estimate of $2.6 Billion. The AA estimate disqualified the
Managed Lane Alternative to be inferior to the Rail Alternative which
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cost $3.7 Billion.

¢) 2008 Mayoral Candidate Ann Kobayashi, using the Professor’'s 4 year

Managed Lane study and the former Mayor Harris Administration BRT

Study, proposed a similar Managed Lane 15-mile fixed guideway which

is estimated at $1.2 Billion. The estimate is similar to the 11 mile

g/lanaged Lane and which should have been used in the AA rather than
2.6 Billion.

d) Parsons Brinkerhoff (PB) and the City proposed that automobiles
with two or more occupants should be allowed toll free on the MLA. This
made the current contraflow zipper lane untenable and thus provided the
rationale for removing it. The net result was that the additional two lane
advantage that the MLA offered to the Corridor was reduced to one lane.
They failed

to publish their assessment of the option of having all autos pay a toll,
which would have

resulted in the zipper lane and the two-lane advantage being retained.
And they failed to

analyze MLA options with higher occupancy thresholds, such as three
through five

occupants.

e) PB and the City added unnecessary costs to the project by proposing
a 16-mile facility
while not testing the viability of shorter 10 to 12-mile versions.

f) PB and the City inflated MLA operating costs to make the project
appear uncompetitive with the Fixed Guideway Alternative. Just two
examples are a) the projection of a totally unnecessary 5,400 parking
stalls for the MLA, and b) saddling the MLA with inflated bus
operating costs.

g) PB and the City engineered the ingress and egress ramps in a way
that could only result in heavy traffic congestion at these points. In fact,
the MLA has exit/off ramps along its route for access to job centers other
than downtown Honolulu.

h) PB and the City grossly inflated the capital costs of the MLA with the
result that, if

correct, it would be twice the cost per lane mile of any highway ever built
in the U.S.

In his letter to the City and copied to FTA, Dr. Panos Prevedouros,
Professor of Traffic

Engineering at the University of Hawaii, Chair of the Transportation
Research Board’s Highway

Micro-simulations Committee and a member of the Task Force,
commented, “the most egregious

violation of FTA’s rules on alternative specification and analysis was the
deliberate underengineering of the Managed Lanes Alternative to a
degree that brings ridicule to prevailing planning and engineering
principles.”
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i) The 11 mile, elevated MLA, with three lanes as proposed by Professor
Prevedouros, has the future commuter capacity to eliminate the two H-1
bottlenecks at Pearl City and at Middle Street merge. The Rail,
according to the AA, table 3-12, will resultin 17,500 vehicles per hour
on H-1 (H-1 full capacity = 9,500 vph) because the Rail cannot
accommodate the full commuter demand in year 2030.

Conclusion: The City’s AA wrongly estimated the cost of the Managed
Lane alternative and the MLA capacity to eliminate the H-1 bottlenecks
on H-1.

Recommendation: It is requested that the Managed Lane Alternative as
proposed by Ann Kobayashi’'s EzZWay proposal or the Professor
Prevedouros Managed Lane Study be reinstated into the Honolulu's
Transit Corridor Draft Environmental Impact Statement

Respectfully,

Ben Ramelb P.E.
1148 Ala Lilikoi St
Honolulu, HI
96818

Reference (a):

[Federal Register: December 7, 2005 (Volume 70, Number 234)]
[Notices]

[Page 72871-72873] From the Federal Register Online via GPO Access
[wais.access.gpo.gov] [DOCID:fr07de05-137]

Copy to:

1) Mr. Ted Matley

FTA Region IX

201 Mission St. Suite 1650
San Francisco, CA 94105
FAX 415-744-2726

2) Governor Linda Lingle
Hawaii State Capitol

415 S Beretania St. 5th Floor
Honolulu, HI 96813

FAX (808) 586-0006

3) Honolulu City Council Members
FAX (808) 867-5011

Reply Requested : Yes
Submission Type : Draft EIS Comment
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Submission Content/Notes : 29 December, 2008

To:

Mr. Wayne Yoshioka

Director Department of Transportation Services
City and County of Honolulu

650 South King St. 3rd Floor

Honolulu

HI 96813

FAX: (808) 587-6080

Subject: Comment on Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS)
“Honolulu High-capacity transit corridor Project”’, Issue : The purpose
and needs statement of the project in the DEIS is flawed because it does
not comply with the Notice of Intent (NOI) dated 7 Nov 2005.

Discussion: DEIS page 1-19 states” The purpose of the Honolulu High
Capacity transit Corridor Project is to provide high capacity rapid transit
in the highly congested east-west transportation corridor between
Kapolei and UH Manoa.”

The NOI states that the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) and the
City and County of Honolulu, Department of Transportation Services
(DTS) intend to prepare an EIS (and Alternative Analysis (AA)) on a
proposal by the City and County of Honolulu to implement transit
improvements that potentially include high-capacity transit service in a
25-mile travel

corridor between Kapolei and the University of Hawaii at Manoa and
Waikiki.

The DEIS does not comply with the purpose because the DEIS does not
include a route assessment to Waikiki and to UH Manoa.

Conclusion: The purpose and needs statement of the project in the
DEIS is flawed because the DEIS does not include a route assessment
to Waikiki and to UH Manoa consistent with Notice of Intent (NOI) dated
7 Nov 2005.

Recommendation: Include an environmental impact statement for the
full route to include all environmental impacts from Kaelaeloa to UH
Manoa, to Ala Moana Shopping Center and to Waikiki.

Respectfully,

Ben Ramelb P.E.
1148 Ala Lilikoi St
Honolulu, HI
96818

Copy to:

1) Mr. Ted Matley
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FOIA (Freedom of
Information Request)
Request :
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FTA Region IX

201 Mission St. Suite 1650
San Francisco, CA 94105
FAX 415-744-2726

2) Governor Linda Lingle
Hawaii State Capitol

415 S Beretania St. 5th Floor
Honolulu, HI 96813

FAX (808) 586-0006

3) Honolulu City Council Members
FAX (808) 867-5011

Yes

Draft EIS Comment
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Submission Content/Notes : 29 December, 2008

To:

Mr. Wayne Yoshioka

Director Department of Transportation Services
City and County of Honolulu

650 South King St. 3rd Floor

Honolulu

HI 96813

FAX: (808) 587-6080

Subject: Comment on Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS)
“Honolulu High-capacity transit corridor Project’, Issue : Rail will worsen
net transit transportation in West Oahu Corridor despite fact that Raill
will cost over $6 Billion

Fact: The 7 December 2005 Notice of Intent states “The Federal
Transit Administration (FTA) and the City and County of Honolulu,
Department of Transportation Services (DTS) intend to prepare an EIS
(and Alternative Analysis (AA)) on a proposal by the City and County of
Honolulu to implement transit improvements that potentially include high-
capacity transit service in a 25-mile travel corridor between Kapolei and
the University of Hawaii at Manoa.

Discussion:

1) The City Alternative Analysis , Table 3-12, shows that there will still
be 17,500 vehicles per hour in 2030 on the H-1 (full rated capacity =
9,500 vehicles per hour) at Pearl City AFTER the $7.0 Billion Rail is built
and operating.

2) The DEIS Screenline Volumes for the 2030 Salt Lake Build
Alternative is shown on Table 3-20, page 3-38.

a) With the Salt Lake Build Alternative AT Screen line "D":

- Kalauao Koko Head bound : Observed (forecast) Volume - AM Peak =
18,910 vehicles per hour (vph) ) - Reference: DEIS Table 3-20.

- Facility 2030 Capacity - AM Peak = 14, 650 vph - Reference: Table 3-
12 Alternative Analysis.

Result: There will be 4,260 vph above the facility (H-
1+HOV+Zipper+Kam+ Moanalua) capacity at Kalauao which indicates a
Level of Service (LOS) F AFTER the Salt Lake Rail is built. This
conclusion is consistent with the conclusion using the numbers from the
City's Alternative analysis report. With rail, the above numbers show
congestion will WORSEN after the $7.0 Billion Full build out Rail is
completed.

b) With the Salt Lake Build Alternative AT Screen line "F":

- Kapalama Canal Koko Head bound : Observed (forecast) Volume -
AM Peak = 20,760 vehicles per hour (vph) ) - Reference: Table 3-20.

- Facility 2030 Capacity - AM Peak = 15,300 vph - Reference: Table 3-
12 Alternative Analysis
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Result: The traffic volume will be 5,460 vph above the facility (Nimitz,
Dillingham, North King, H-1, School St) capacity at Kapalama Canal
which indicates a Level of Service (LOS) F AFTER the Salt Lake rail is
built. This conclusion is consistent with the conclusion using the
numbers from the City's Alternative analysis report. With rail, the above
numbers show congestion will WORSEN after the $6.0 Billion Full build
out Rail is completed.

Conclusion: The AA and DEIS fail in showing that Rail is a cost effective
transit improvement because traffic congestion on H-1 will worsen from
the current 11,000 vph to 17,500 vph in year 2030 (Alternative Analysis
Table 3-12) despite building the $6.0 Billion Rail.

Recommendation: Delete Rail transit because it fails to provide “transit
improvements” and instead results in worse traffic congestion on H-1
after the $6.0 Billion rail is built and operating. Consider other cost
effective solutions to eliminate traffic congestion on H-1.

Respectfully,

Ben Ramelb P.E.
1148 Ala Lilikoi St
Honolulu, HI
96818

Copy to:

1) Mr. Ted Matley

FTA Region IX

201 Mission St. Suite 1650
San Francisco, CA 94105
FAX 415-744-2726

2) Governor Linda Lingle
Hawaii State Capitol

415 S Beretania St. 5th Floor
Honolulu, HI 96813

FAX (808) 586-0006

3) Honolulu City Council Members
FAX (808) 867-5011

Reply Requested : Yes
Submission Type : Draft EIS Comment

FOIA (Freedom of
Information Request)
Request :

FOIA Referral Date :
FOIA Response Date :
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Submission Content/Notes : 29 December, 2008

To:

Mr. Wayne Yoshioka

Director Department of Transportation Services
City and County of Honolulu

650 South King St. 3rd Floor

Honolulu

HI 96813

FAX: (808) 587-6080

Subject: Comment on Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS)
“Honolulu High-capacity transit corridor Project’, Issue : False and
misleading DEIS statement on “Improve Corridor Mobility”.

Fact:

Para. 1.8, pg. 1-20 states that transit improvements are needed to
improve corridor mobility “because motorists and transit users
experience substantial traffic congestion and delay at most times of the
day.....Average speeds on the H-1 Freeway are currently less than 20
mph.... and will degrade even further by 2030.”

Discussion:

The 2006 Alternative Analysis and DEIS propose Rail transit be built
which will worsen traffic congestion on H-1 after the Rail is built. The
City Alternative Analysis , Table 3-12, shows that there will still be
17,500 vehicles per hour in 2030 on the H-1 (full rated capacity = 9,500
vehicles per hour) at Pearl City AFTER the $7.0 Billion Rail is built and
operating.

The DEIS Screenline Volumes for the 2030 Salt Lake Build Alternative
Table 3-20, shows that with the Salt Lake Build Alternative AT Screen
line "D":

- Kalauao Koko Head bound : Observed (forecast) Volume - AM Peak =
18,910 vehicles per hour (vph).

- Facility 2030 Capacity - AM Peak = 14, 650 vph - Reference: Table 3-
12 Alternative Analysis.

Result: There will be 4,260 vph above the facility (H-1 + HOV + Zipper +
Kam+ Moanalua) capacity at Kalauao which indicates a Level of Service
(LOS) F AFTER the Salt Lake Rail is built. This conclusion is consistent
with the conclusion using the numbers from the City's Alternative
analysis report. With rail, the above numbers show congestion will
WORSEN after the $7.0 Billion Full build out Rail is completed.

The $7.0 Billion Steel wheel on steel rail transit system is NOT a cost
effective means of providing improved mobility. A fully-elevated, steel-
wheel rail transit system can move only 6,000 commuters (4000
standees, 2000 seated) per hour during peak travel periods while the
2030 commuter demand for RAIL will reach 15,600 commuters per hour,
according to Table 3-12 of the Alternative Analysis. Similarly, Table 3-
20 of the DEIS shows traffic overload on H-1 during peak travel periods.
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Conclusion: The $7.0 Billion Steel Rail is not cost effective to
substantially reduce or eliminate the bottlenecks on H-1 and will
REDUCE MOBILITY which is contrary to the goal of the DEIS.

Recommendation: Reject the Steel Wheel on Steel Rail transit system
and select other more cost effective transit systems which will improve
mobility. Cost effective transit systems which will have the capacity to
eliminate H-1 congestion include Managed Lane Alternative, BRT,
EzWay or two highway bypasses around the H-1 bottlenecks at Pearl
City and at Middle Street merge.

Respectfully,

Ben Ramelb P.E.
1148 Ala Lilikoi St
Honolulu, HI
96818

Copy to:

1) Mr. Ted Matley

FTA Region IX

201 Mission St. Suite 1650
San Francisco, CA 94105
FAX 415-744-2726

2) Governor Linda Lingle
Hawaii State Capitol

415 S Beretania St. 5th Floor
Honolulu, HI 96813

FAX (808) 586-0006

3) Honolulu City Council Members
FAX (808) 867-5011

Reply Requested : Yes
Submission Type : Draft EIS Comment

FOIA (Freedom of
Information Request)
Request :

FOIA Referral Date :
FOIA Response Date :
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Submission Content/Notes : 29 December, 2008

To:

Mr. Wayne Yoshioka

Director Department of Transportation Services
City and County of Honolulu

650 South King St. 3rd Floor

Honolulu

HI 96813

FAX: (808) 587-6080

Subject: Comment on Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS)
“Honolulu High-capacity transit corridor Project’, Issue False and
misleading DEIS statement on Corridor Travel Reliability.

Fact:

Para. 1.8.2, pg. 1-20 states that “As more roadways become more
congested.... because of traffic accidents or heavy rain..... a need exists
to provide a more reliable transit system.”

Discussion:

A fully-elevated, steel-wheel on steel rail transit system can move only
6,000 commuters (4000 standees, 2000 seated) per hour during peak
travel periods while the 2030 commuter demand for RAIL will reach
15,600 commuters per hour, according to Table 3-12 of the Alternative
Analysis.

Commuter demand of 15,600 commuters per hour in year 2030 is
calculated thus:

City AA, Table 3-12 shows year 2030 forecast volume of 17,500 vph on
H-1(full rated capacity = 9,500 vph) with the rail built and operating.
Therefore, there is an overload on H-1 Freeway of 8,000 vph = 9,600
commuters per hour that needs to get on the $7.0 Billion Rail transit
which already carries 6,000 commuters per hour.

The EzWay or Managed Lane alternatives have the capacity to
accommodate the total 2030 demand. The Managed Lanes or Ez\Way
will each have three lanes, each lane has a capacity of 2000 vph. For
three lanes, the vehicular capacity is 6000 vehicles per hour. The
Managed Lane Alternative person capacity is calculated thus:
Projected use of the HOT during peak hour includes:

200 express buses w/~50 pns = 10,000 pns

500 HOV5 (carpool) = 2,500 pns

500 vanpool (~5pns) = 2,500 pns.

Remaining excess capacity available for low occupancy green vehicles:
6,000 vph minus (200 + 500 + 500) = 4,800 vph. 4,800 low occupancy
vehicles

Average persons per vehicle = 1.2 pns per vehicle

4,800 vehicles with 1.2 pns = 5700 pns

Summary: Managed Lane persons capacity = 10,000 + 2,500 +2,500 +
5,700 = ~ 20,700 pns
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Conclusion:

There will be 9,600 + 6,000 = 15,600 commuters per hour that must get
on the train during peak travel period. However, 9.600 commuters per
hour will NOT be able to board the train because the train has
insufficient commuter capacity during peak travel period. Therefore, the
train cannot be considered a RELIABLE form of transit because it has
insufficient commuter capacity.

Recommendation: Rail Transit should be eliminated as the preferred
alterative because it does not meet the test of Travel Reliability. The
DEIS should include cost effective transit systems which will have the
capacity to eliminate H-1 congestion include Managed Lane Alternative,
BRT, EzWay or two highway bypasses around the H-1 bottlenecks at
Pearl City and at Middle Street merge.

Respectfully,

Ben Ramelb P.E.
1148 Ala Lilikoi St
Honolulu, HI
96818

Copy to:

1) Mr. Ted Matley

FTA Region IX

201 Mission St. Suite 1650
San Francisco, CA 94105
FAX 415-744-2726

2) Governor Linda Lingle
Hawaii State Capitol

415 S Beretania St. 5th Floor
Honolulu, HI 96813

FAX (808) 586-0006

3) Honolulu City Council Members
FAX (808) 867-5011

Reply Requested : Yes
Submission Type : Draft EIS Comment

FOIA (Freedom of
Information Request)
Request :

FOIA Referral Date :
FOIA Response Date :

ARO00057124



RECORD # 253 DETAILS
Status :

Creation Date :

Creator Affiliation :
First Name :

Last Name :
Business/Organization :
Address :

Alternative Preference :
Apt./Suite No. :

City :

State :

Zip Code :

Email :

Telephone :

Telephone Extension :
Add to Mailing List :
Submission Method :

Other Submission Method :

Submission Date :

Initial Action Needed
12/29/2008

Ben

Ramelb

Retired Civil Engineer
1148 Ala Lilikoi St

HON

HI

96818
ramelbb001@hawaii.rr.com

Both
Website

12/29/2008

ARO00057125



Submission Content/Notes : 29 December, 2008

To:

Mr. Wayne Yoshioka

Director Department of Transportation Services
City and County of Honolulu

650 South King St. 3rd Floor

Honolulu

HI 96813

FAX: (808) 587-6080

Subject: Comment on Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS)
“Honolulu High-capacity transit corridor Project”’, Issue : DEIS
incorrectly compares rail alternatives with No-Build Alternatives.

Discussion:

DEIS pg. 4-1 states “In this document, the No Build Alternative serves as
an environmental baseline to which the impacts of other alternatives are
compared.”

The DEIS contains only rail alternatives and a “No-build” alternative
which wrongfully draws conclusions detrimental to the environment.
There are other low-cost alternatives considered superior in providing
traffic relief and cost which were wrongfully deleted or not included in the
DEIS and Alternative Analysis.

These cost effective transit alternatives include an 11 mile Managed
Lane, a 15 Mile EzZWay, a BRT fixed Guideway and two highway
bypasses around the bottlenecks at Pearl City and at Middle Street
Merge. All of these alternatives would cost no more than $1.2 Billion
and would eliminate the bottlenecks at Pearl City and at Middle Street
Merge.

Conversely, the Steel wheel on steel rail alternatives included in the
DEIS ALL cost no less than $6.28 Billion (Table 6-2 DEIS). Moreover,
after the $6.28 Billion Rail is built and operating, traffic congestion on H-
1 will worsen as shown on table 3-12 of the Alternative Analysis and on
DEIS Table 3-20. The AA shows 17,500 vehicles per hour on the H-1
freeway (rated full capacity = 9,500 vph). The DEIS Table 3-20 shows
there will be 4,200 vph above the vehicle capacity of the highway
facilities heading Koko Head bound during the morning peak period.

Conclusion: If the DEIS Rail alternatives are compared with the other
transit alternatives including Managed Lanes, Ez\Way, BRT, and bypass
highways, each rail alternative would be inferior to the “other” transit
alternatives, both in terms of cost effectiveness and for providing traffic
relief.

Recommendation:

The DEIS must add more transit alternatives such as BRT, Managed
Lane, EzWay, and two bypass highways, into the DEIS which can then
be compared with the rail alternatives to arrive at a more logical locally
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Reply Requested :
Submission Type :

FOIA (Freedom of
Information Request)
Request :

FOIA Referral Date :
FOIA Response Date :

preferred alternative (LPA):

1) an elevated HOV three-lane transit way from Waikele to downtown
Hotel and Alakea Sts as described in Professor Panos Prevedouros

Report “Transportation Alternatives Analysis for Mitigating Traffic

Congestion between Leeward Oahu and Honolulu, Mar 2008.” The full

report is available at www.eng.hawaii.edu/~panos/UHCS.pdf.
2) BRT proposed by former Mayor Harris in early 2002 Oor 2003.

3) Build two separate, three-lane Flyovers, Nimitz and Kamehameha
(between Waiawa Interchange and Halawa Interchange). Note that the
two Flyovers have the capacity to eliminate the bottlenecks on H-1.

Respectfully,

Ben Ramelb P.E.
1148 Ala Lilikoi St
Honolulu, HI
96818

Copy to:

1) Mr. Ted Matley

FTA Region IX

201 Mission St. Suite 1650
San Francisco, CA 94105
FAX 415-744-2726

2) Governor Linda Lingle
Hawaii State Capitol

415 S Beretania St. 5th Floor
Honolulu, HI 96813

FAX (808) 586-0006

3) Honolulu City Council Members
FAX (808) 867-5011

Yes

Draft EIS Comment
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Submission Content/Notes : 29 December, 2008

To:

Mr. Wayne Yoshioka

Director Department of Transportation Services
City and County of Honolulu

650 South King St. 3rd Floor

Honolulu

HI 96813

FAX: (808) 587-6080

Subject: Comment on Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS)
“Honolulu High-capacity transit corridor Project’, Issue : DEIS should
compare environmental impacts between Rail and Managed Lane
Alternative

Discussion:

DEIS pg. 4-1 states “In this document, the No Build Alternative serves as
an environmental baseline to which the impacts of other alternatives are
compared.” The DEIS and AA should compare environmental impacts
between Rail and Managed Lane Alternative as follows:

A comparison of Managed Lane Alternative versus Rail:

Cost:

Rail - $6.0 + Billion

Managed Lane - Less than $1.0 Billion (Similar length Tampa reversible
three lane elevated expressway cost $320 million in year 2005)

Length of new elevated fixed guideway:

Rail - 28 miles. Kapolei, Farrington Hwy to Waipahu, Kamehameha Hwy
to

Aiea, Salt Lake Blvd, Mapunapuna, Dillingham, Nimitz, Halekauwila,
Kapiolani, Kona (Ala Moana Shopping Center), Kapiolani, Kalakaua,
Kuhio (Waikiki); Kapiolani,

University Ave. (U.H. Manoa).

Managed Lane - 11 Miles. Over Kam Hwy median (H-1/H-2 Merge to
Pearl Harbor), alongside (mauka) H-1 Viaduct to Keehi Lagoon, over
Nimitz hwy to lwilei thence to Hotel

Street and underpass to Alakea St and Halekauwila Street. Use King
and Beretania (couplet) on grade.

Traffic congestion:

Rail — Alternative Analysis Table 3-12 shows 17,500 vph on H-1 (full
rated capacity =9,500 vph) at Kalauao. Rail will worsen traffic
congestion on H-1. 9,600 commuters per hour will be stuck in gridlock
on H-1 during am peak hour or delayed in catching mostly fully loaded
train cars at train stations.

Managed Lane - Will reduce congestion on H-1 by 35 percent and has
the traffic capacity to eliminate

H-1 bottlenecks at Pearl City and at Middle St. merge..

Stations:
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Rail - Will have 34 four-story or higher rail stations
Managed Lane - Zero bus stations.

Rail Stops:

Rail - Minimum 19 rail stops outside of Honolulu.

Managed Lane - Zero bus stops between community transit center and
Honolulu

Transfers:

Rail - At least two transfers, home to bus to rail to another bus in town)
Managed Lane - None. Bus will travel directly from community to
destination.

Travel time:

Rail - will not reduce travel time due to required transfers (bus to rail to
bus).

Managed Lane - reduce travel time by 34 percent in automobile and bus
travel

times along the Leeward Corridor from current levels.

Bypass Road
Rail - Railway not available for highway bypass due to accident on H-1
Managed Lane - Reversible highway available 24/7.

Land Acquisition

Rail - Much acquisition needed for Rail stations, vehicular parking lots
and rail yards.

Managed Lane - Land required for busyard in Kapolei.

Funding

Rail - GET taxes plus property tax . Fed fund unlikely because Feds
recently cut rail funds for Wash. DC to Dulles Airport.

Managed Lane - funded by Feds FHWA, FTA and municipal bonds.
GET funds could be made available with change in law.

Visual Blight

Rail - Will be an 28 mile elevated environmental blight on Honolulu.
Elevated tracks will be ugly, running through downtown and eventually
Waikiki, defacing our beautiful city and damaging our tourist industry.
Managed Lane — 11 mile elevated outside of Honolulu only.

Air pollution

Rail is not Green. Rail uses more energy per passenger mile than our
buses or cars. Trains will continue at 10 minute schedule during non-
peak hours with few passengers. Rail will not eliminate H-1 bottlenecks
at Pearl City which will cause 8000 vehicles per hour stuck in gridlock on
H-1 resulting in greater pollution than MLA.

Managed Lane — Has capacity to eliminate H-1 bottlenecks thereby
reducing air pollution relative to rail.

Travel Speed

Rail - is slow, averaging 25 mph with 19 rail stops outside of Honolulu.
There are no express trains.
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Managed Lane — Non-stop 55 mph travel between each community and
job destinations from Pearl Harbor and downtown .

Conclusion: If the DEIS Rail alternatives are compared with the other
transit alternatives including Managed Lanes, Ez\Way, BRT, and bypass
highways, each rail alternative would be inferior to the “other” transit
alternatives, both in terms of cost effectiveness and for providing traffic
relief.

Recommendation: The DEIS should include cost effective transit
systems which will have the capacity to eliminate H-1 congestion include
Managed Lane Alternative, BRT, EzWay or two highway bypasses
around the H-1 bottlenecks at Pearl City and at Middle Street merge.
These alternatives can then be compared with the rail alternatives to
arrive at a more logical preferred alternative.

Respectfully,

Ben Ramelb P.E.
1148 Ala Lilikoi St
Honolulu, HI
96818

Copy to:

1) Mr. Ted Matley

FTA Region IX

201 Mission St. Suite 1650
San Francisco, CA 94105
FAX 415-744-2726

2) Governor Linda Lingle
Hawaii State Capitol

415 S Beretania St. 5th Floor
Honolulu, HI 96813

FAX (808) 586-0006

3) Honolulu City Council Members
FAX (808) 867-5011

Reply Requested : Yes
Submission Type : Draft EIS Comment

FOIA (Freedom of
Information Request)
Request :

FOIA Referral Date :
FOIA Response Date :

ARO00057131



RECORD # 255 DETAILS
Status :

Creation Date :

Creator Affiliation :
First Name :

Last Name :
Business/Organization :
Address :

Alternative Preference :
Apt./Suite No. :

City :

State :

Zip Code :

Email :

Telephone :

Telephone Extension :
Add to Mailing List :
Submission Method :

Other Submission Method :

Submission Date :

Initial Action Needed
12/29/2008

Ben

Ramelb

Retired Civil Engineer
1148 Ala Lilikoi St

HON

HI

96818
ramelbb001@hawaii.rr.com

Both
Website

12/29/2008

ARO00057132



Submission Content/Notes : 29 December, 2008

To:

Mr. Wayne Yoshioka

Director Department of Transportation Services
City and County of Honolulu

650 South King St. 3rd Floor

Honolulu

HI 96813

FAX: (808) 587-6080

Subject: Comment on Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS)
“Honolulu High-capacity transit corridor Project’, Issue : False and
misleading DEIS statement to Improve Transportation Equity

Discussion:

Para. 1.8.4, pg. 1-21 states that “Equity is about fair distribution of
resources so that no group carries an unfair burden of the negative
environmental, social or economic impacts or receives and unfair of
share o benefits. Many low-income and minority workers who commute
to work in the PUC Development Plan area lie in the corridor outside of
the urban core and thus rely heavily on transit availability. As more
roadways become more congested.... because of traffic accidents or
heavy rain..... a need exists to provide a more reliable transit system.”

Discussion:

A fully-elevated, steel-wheel on steel rail transit system can move only
6,000 commuters (4000 standees, 2000 seated) per hour during peak
travel periods while the 2030 commuter demand for RAIL will reach
15,600 commuters per hour, according to Table 3-12 of the Alternative
Analysis.

Train commuter demand of 15,600 commuters per hour in year 2030 is
calculated thus:

City AA, Table 3-12 shows year 2030 forecast volume of 17,500 vph on
H-1 (full rated capacity = 9,500 vph) with the rail built and operating.
Therefore, there is a commuter overload on H-1 Freeway of 8,000 vph =
9,600 commuters per hour. The total commuter load in 2030 = H-1
commuter overload plus 6,000 commuters on the Rail = 15,600
commuters per hour during peak.

The EzWay or Managed Lane alternatives each has the capacity to
accommodate the total yr 2030 demand. The Managed Lanes or
EzWay will each have elevated, reversible, three lanes each lane has a
capacity of 2000 vph. For three lanes, the vehicular capacity is 6000
vehicles per hour. The Managed Lane Alternative person capacity is
calculated thus:

Projected use of the HOT during peak hour includes:
200 express buses w/~50 pns = 10,000 pns

500 HOV5 (carpool) = 2,500 pns

500 vanpool (~5pns) = 2,500 pns.
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Remaining excess capacity available for low occupancy green vehicles:
6,000 vph minus (200 + 500 + 500) = 4,800 vph. 4,800 low occupancy
vehicles

Average persons per vehicle = 1.2 pns per vehicle

4,800 vehicles with 1.2 pns = 5700 pns

Summary: Managed Lane persons capacity = 10,000 + 2,500 +2,500 +
5,700 = ~ 20,700 pns

Conclusion:

There will be 9,600 + 6,000 = 15,600 commuters per hour that must get
on the train during peak travel period. However, 9.600 commuters per
hour will NOT be able to board the train because the train has
insufficient commuter capacity during peak travel period. Therefore, the
train cannot be considered as a form transit which provides
transportation equity to many low-income and minority workers who
commute to work in the PUC Development Plan area. Rail will impose
an environmental injustice to low-income and minority commuters.

Recommendation: Rail Transit should be eliminated as the preferred
alterative because it does not meet the test of improving transportation
equity. The DEIS should include cost effective transit systems which will
have the capacity to eliminate H-1 congestion include Managed Lane
Alternative, BRT, EzZWay or two highway bypasses around the H-1
bottlenecks at Pearl City and at Middle Street merge. These alternatives
can then be compared with the rail alternatives to arrive at a more logical
preferred alternative.

Respectfully,

Ben Ramelb P.E.
1148 Ala Lilikoi St
Honolulu, HI
96818

Copy to:

1) Mr. Ted Matley

FTA Region IX

201 Mission St. Suite 1650
San Francisco, CA 94105
FAX 415-744-2726

2) Governor Linda Lingle
Hawaii State Capitol

415 S Beretania St. 5th Floor
Honolulu, HI 96813

FAX (808) 586-0006

3) Honolulu City Council Members
FAX (808) 867-5011
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Submission Content/Notes : 29 December, 2008

To:

Mr. Wayne Yoshioka

Director Department of Transportation Services
City and County of Honolulu

650 South King St. 3rd Floor

Honolulu

HI 96813

FAX: (808) 587-6080

Subject: Comment on Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS)
“Honolulu High-capacity transit corridor Project’, Issue : DEIS should
compare environmental baselines between Rail and other low-cost
transit alternatives such as Managed Lanes, BRT, Ezway and No-build

Discussion:

DEIS pg. 4-1 states “In this document, the No Build Alternative serves as
an environmental baseline to which the impacts of other alternatives are
compared.”

The DEIS contains only rail alternatives and a “No-build” alternative
which draws wrong or biased conclusions with respect to the
environment. There are other low-cost alternatives considered superior
in providing traffic relief and cost which were wrongfully deleted or not
included in the DEIS and Alternative Analysis.

Other cost effective transit alternatives include a) an 11 mile elevated
three-lane reversible Managed Lane, b) a 15 Mile elevated, three-lane
reversible EzWay, c¢) a BRT fixed Guideway and d) two elevated, three-
lane, reversible highway bypasses around the bottlenecks at Pearl City
and at Middle Street Merge. Each of these alternatives would cost less
no more than $1.2 Billion and each has the traffic capacity to eliminate
the H-1 bottlenecks at Pearl City and at Middle Street Merge.

Conversely, each of the steel wheel fixed guideway alternatives included
in the DEIS cost no less than $6.28 Billion (Table 6-2 DEIS). Moreover,
after the $6.28 Billion Rail is built and operating, traffic congestion on H-
1 will worsen as shown on table 3-12 of the Alternative Analysis and on
DEIS Table 3-20. The AA year 2030 shows 17,500 vehicles per hour
on the H-1 freeway (rated full capacity = 9,500 vph). The DEIS yr 2030
Table 3-20 shows there will be 4,200 vph above the vehicle capacity of
the highway facilities heading Koko Head bound during the morning
peak period.

Conclusion: If the DEIS Rail alternatives are compared with the other
transit alternatives including Managed Lanes, Ez\Way, BRT, or two
Flyovers, each steel wheel fixed guideway alternative would be totally
inferior, both in terms of cost effectiveness and for providing traffic relief.

Recommendation: Include a wide range of alternatives as required by
law. The DEIS should include cost effective transit systems which will
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have the capacity to eliminate H-1 congestion include Managed Lane
Alternative, BRT, EzZWay or two highway bypasses around the H-1
bottlenecks at Pearl City and at Middle Street merge. These alternatives
can then be compared with the rail alternatives to arrive at a more logical

preferred alternative.
Respectfully,

Ben Ramelb P.E.
1148 Ala Lilikoi St
Honolulu, HI
96818
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1) Mr. Ted Matley
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201 Mission St. Suite 1650
San Francisco, CA 94105
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2) Governor Linda Lingle
Hawaii State Capitol

415 S Beretania St. 5th Floor
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Submission Content/Notes : 29 December, 2008

To:

Mr. Wayne Yoshioka

Director Department of Transportation Services
City and County of Honolulu

650 South King St. 3rd Floor

Honolulu

HI 96813

FAX: (808) 587-6080

Subject: Comment on Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS)
“Honolulu High-capacity transit corridor Project’, Issue : DEIS traffic
analysis provides incomplete information resulting in arriving at wrong
DEIS findings

Fact:

DEIS Table 3-20 provides existing traffic volumes but does not provide
forecasted volumes with resultant Level of Service (LOS) for each
specific highway.

Discussion:

DEIS Table 3-20 lists a general “facility” highway serving each
transportation corridor. This does not provide sufficient information to
determine which specific highway will continue to have congestion after
the transit alternative is completed and operating. Each “facility” should
be broken down further, i.e. “Kalauao Koko Head bound “ should include
H-1 Fwy, H-1 Fwy (HOV), H-1 Fwy (Zipper), Moanalua, Kamehameha
Hwy with appropriate traffic volumes, present and forecast, and Level of
Service for each transit alternative.

The 2006 Alternative Analysis and DEIS show that congestion on H-1 at
Kalauao Kohohead bound and at Kapalama Canal will continue to be at
Level of Service “F” after the steel where fixed alternative is built and
operating. Despite this continued congestion, the Alternative Analysis,
and the DEIS accepts, that the steel wheel fixed guideway is the
recommended alternative. This conclusion is totally in error because
both the AA and DEIS do not sufficiently provide traffic volumes, level of
service and specific highways to arrive at a reasonable conclusion. The
fact that rail will worsen congestion alone is enough to disqualify rail as
the preferred transit alternative.

The City Alternative Analysis, Table 3-12, shows that there will still be
17,500 vehicles per hour in 2030 on the H-1 (full rated capacity = 9,500
vehicles per hour) at Pearl City AFTER the $7.0 Billion Rail is built and
operating.

The DEIS Screenline Volumes for the 2030 Salt Lake Build Alternative
Table 3-20, shows that with the Salt Lake Build Alternative AT Screen
line "D":

- Kalauao Koko Head bound : Observed (forecast) Volume - AM Peak =
18,910 vehicles per hour (vph).

- Facility 2030 Capacity - AM Peak = 14, 650 vph - Reference: Table 3-
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12 Alternative Analysis.

Result: There will be 4,260 vph above the facility capacity (H-1 + HOV +
Zipper + Kam+ Moanalua) at Kalauao which indicates a Level of Service
(LOS) F AFTER the Salt Lake Rail is built. This conclusion is consistent
with the conclusion using the numbers from the City's Alternative
analysis report. With rail, the above numbers show congestion will
WORSEN after the $7.0 Billion full build-out Rail is completed.

Conclusion: The DEIS traffic analysis provides incomplete information
resulting in arriving at wrong conclusions. Specifically, the detailed
Alternative Analysis Table 3-12 and DEIS Table 3-20 show that a rail
alternative “worsens” traffic congestion on most highways which rejects
the findings that Rail will “improve mobility, reliability, equity and reduced
travel times.

Recommendation: 1) Revise DEIS Table 3-20 and other appropriate
tables and narrative to include the three-lane reversible MLA, the three-
lane EzZWay, BRT and two separate Flyovers over Kamehameha
Highway and Nimitz Highway and 2) Provide a higher level of detailed
analysis which will be similar or better than that provided in the
Alternative Analysis Table 3-12.

Respectfully,

Ben Ramelb P.E.
1148 Ala Lilikoi St
Honolulu, HI
96818

Copy to:

1) Mr. Ted Matley

FTA Region IX

201 Mission St. Suite 1650
San Francisco, CA 94105
FAX 415-744-2726

2) Governor Linda Lingle
Hawaii State Capitol

415 S Beretania St. 5th Floor
Honolulu, HI 96813

FAX (808) 586-0006

3) Honolulu City Council Members
FAX (808) 867-5011

Reply Requested : Yes
Submission Type : Draft EIS Comment

FOIA (Freedom of
Information Request)
Request :

FOIA Referral Date :
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Submission Content/Notes : 29 December, 2008

To:

Mr. Wayne Yoshioka

Director Department of Transportation Services
City and County of Honolulu

650 South King St. 3rd Floor

Honolulu

HI 96813

FAX: (808) 587-6080

Subject: Comment on Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS)
“Honolulu High-capacity transit corridor Project’, Issue: DEIS Summary
of findings on Transportation Conditions and Effects is incorrect

Fact:

DEIS Summary of findings on Transportation Conditions and Effects,
page 3-53, are not consistent with Table 3-20 which indicate that with
rail built and operating, traffic congestion on H-1 and other highways will
WORSEN.

Discussion:

The summary on existing conditions states, inter alia, that:

- “increasing traffic congestion and constrained transit operating
conditions have reduced system reliability and mobility for all travelers.”
- Reliability of transit has worsened... .Reliability is at level of service “F”".
The summary on Effects of the “Build Alternatives” state that transit
service mobility, reliability, equity and access to new development would
improve (if rail is built).” This summary is totally false because the 2006
Alternative Analysis Table 3-12 and DEIS Table 3-20 show that Rail
Transit, if built, will result in WORSE traffic congestion on H-1 and other
highways to level of service “F" in year 2030.

The City Alternative Analysis, Table 3-12, shows that there will still be
17,500 vehicles per hour in 2030 on the H-1 (full rated capacity = 9,500
vehicles per hour) at Pearl City AFTER the $6.0 Billion Rail is built and
operating.

Result: There will be an 8,000 vph overload on H-1 after Rail is built
which will worsen traffic congestion on H-1 resulting in a level of service
g

The DEIS Screenline Volumes for the 2030 Salt Lake Build Alternative
Table 3-20, shows that with the Salt Lake Build Alternative AT Screen
line "D" :

- Kalauao Koko Head bound : Observed (forecast) Volume - AM Peak =
18,910 vehicles per hour (vph).

- Facility 2030 Capacity - AM Peak = 14, 650 vph - Reference: Table 3-
12 Alternative Analysis.

Result: There will be 4,260 vph above the facility capacity (H-1 + HOV +
Zipper + Kam+ Moanalua) at Kalauao which indicates a Level of Service
(LOS) F AFTER the Salt Lake Rail is built. This conclusion is consistent
with the conclusion using the numbers from the City's Alternative
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analysis report. With rail, the above numbers show congestion will
WORSEN after the $6.0 Billion full build-out Rail is completed.

The above discussion refutes the DEIS statement that the “Effects of
the Build alternatives” will: Improve service mobility, reliabily, equity,
and access to new development; improve travel times, and improve
operating efficiency because after the $6.0 Billion Rail is built,
congestion on H-1 and other highways will WORSEN.

Conclusion: The DEIS Table 3-20 and AA Table 3-12 show that traffic on
H-1 and other highways will result in worse traffic congestion in year
2030 AFTER Rail is built and therefore rejects the summary finding that
Rail will “improve mobility, reliability, equity and reduced travel times.

Recommendation: Itis recommended that :

1) Revise the summary of findings on Transportation Conditions and
Effects to be consistent with the finding that Rail will NOT improve
mobility, reliability, equity and access to new development,

2) Revise DEIS Table 3-20 and other appropriate tables and narrative
to: indicate that Traffic on H-1 will worsen and provide a higher level of
detailed analysis which will be similar to that provided in the Alternative
Analysis Table 3-12,

3) state that traffic with rail will have a net result of worse traffic
congestion on H-1 at the H-1/H-2 merge and at the Middle Street merge
and

4) include in the DEIS other cost-effective transit alternatives such as an
11-mile three-lane reversible MLA for evaluation and comparison with
the No Build alternative and the rail alternatives.

Respectfully,

Ben Ramelb P.E.
1148 Ala Lilikoi St
Honolulu, HI
96818

Copy to:

1) Mr. Ted Matley

FTA Region IX

201 Mission St. Suite 1650
San Francisco, CA 94105
FAX 415-744-2726

2) Governor Linda Lingle
Hawaii State Capitol

415 S Beretania St. 5th Floor
Honolulu, HI 96813

FAX (808) 586-0006

3) Honolulu City Council Members
FAX (808) 867-5011

Reply Requested : Yes
Submission Type : Draft EIS Comment
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Submission Content/Notes : 29 December, 2008

To:

Mr. Wayne Yoshioka

Director Department of Transportation Services
City and County of Honolulu

650 South King St. 3rd Floor

Honolulu

HI 96813

FAX: (808) 587-6080

Subject: Comment on Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS)
“Honolulu High-capacity transit corridor Project’, Issue: DEIS traffic
analysis provides incomplete information

Fact:
DEIS Table 3-12 shows existing and 2030 traffic volumes for No Build
Alternative

DEIS Table 3-20 provides forecasted traffic volumes but do not show
resultant Level of Service (LOS) for each highway (facility) Corridor.

Discussion:

DEIS Table 1-3 and Table 3-20 are incomplete because a) lane
designations are too generalized, b) each highway lacks level of service
information, and ¢) lacks sufficient non-rail alternatives, i.e. Managed
Lane, BRT, EzWay.

Specific Highway and lane designations should be specific. “Facility”
highways serving each transportation corridor should be broken down
further, i.e. “Kalauao Koko Head bound “ should be broken down into H-
1 Fwy, H-1 Hwy (HOV), H-1 Fwy (Zipper), Moanalua, Kamehameha Hwy
with appropriate traffic volumes, present and forecast, and Level of
Service for each transit alternative.

The 2006 Alternative Analysis and DEIS concludes that Rail transit will
“help reduce congestion” which is very misleading because while rail will
HELP in reducing future congestion, the NET future traffic congestion
on H-1 will substantially INCREASE, primarily because rail will not have
the commuter capacity to transport the net future commuter demand in
year 2030. For example, the City Alternative Analysis, Table 3-12,
shows that there will still be 17,500 vehicles per hour in 2030 on the H-1
(full rated capacity = 9,500 vehicles per hour) at Pearl City AFTER the
$6.0 Billion Rail is built and operating.

The DEIS Screenline Volumes for the 2030 Salt Lake Build Alternative
Table 3-20, shows that with the Salt Lake Build Alternative AT Screen
line "D":

- Kalauao Koko Head bound : Observed (forecast) Volume - AM Peak =
18,910 vehicles per hour (vph).

- Facility 2030 Capacity - AM Peak = 14, 650 vph - Reference: Table 3-
12 Alternative Analysis.
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Result: Results from DEIS Table 3-20 show that there will be 4,260 vph
above the facility capacity (H-1 + HOV + Zipper + Kam+ Moanalua) at
Kalauao which indicates a Level of Service (LOS) F AFTER the Salt
Lake Rail is built. This conclusion is consistent with the conclusion using
the numbers from the City's Alternative analysis report. With rail, the
above numbers show congestion will WORSEN after the $6.0 Billion full
build-out Rail is completed. Therefore, the DEIS Table 3-20 showing a
positive change in congestion is MISLEADING because the NET change
in traffic congestion will WORSEN.

For example, the forecasted volume for Kalauao Koko Head bound A.M.
Peak Hour is 18,910 vph while the rated full capacity of the “facility” is
14,650 vph (reference: AA table 3-12 for facility including H-1 Fwy, H-1
Hwy (HOV), H-1 Fwy (Zipper), Moanalua, Kamehameha Hwy . There
will be 4,260 vehicles per hour above the facility rated capacity resulting
in a LOS “F". This would contradict the findings on DEIS page 3-53
where mobility, reliability and equity would DECREASE rather than
increase.

This makes it all the more reason to include a an 11- mile, elevated,
three lane reversible Managed Lane Alternative, a transit system which
is lower in cost than rail and will have the capacity to eliminate the LOF
“F" on the H-1 freeway.

Conclusion: The DEIS traffic analysis provides incomplete information
resulting in arriving at wrong conclusions. Specifically, the detailed
Alternative Analysis Table 3-12 and DEIS Table 3-20 show “net result”
that a rail alternative “worsens” traffic congestion on most highways
which rejects the findings that Rail will “improve mobility, reliability,
equity and reduced travel times.

Recommendation: Itis recommended that 1) the DEIS Table 3-20 and
other appropriate tables and narrative be revised to indicate that Traffic
on H-1 will worsen , provide a higher level of detailed analysis which will
be similar to that provided in the Alternative Analysis Table 3-12, 2) state
that traffic with rail will have a net result of worse traffic congestion on H-
1 at the H-1/H-2 merge and at the Middle Street merge and 3) that other
low cost-effective transit alternatives be included in the DEIS for
evaluation and comparison with the No Build alternative and the rail
alternatives.

Respectfully,

Ben Ramelb P.E.
1148 Ala Lilikoi St
Honolulu, HI
96818

Copy to:

1) Mr. Ted Matley

FTA Region IX

201 Mission St. Suite 1650
San Francisco, CA 94105

ARO00057147



Reply Requested :
Submission Type :

FOIA (Freedom of
Information Request)
Request :

FOIA Referral Date :
FOIA Response Date :

FAX 415-744-2726

2) Governor Linda Lingle
Hawaii State Capitol

415 S Beretania St. 5th Floor
Honolulu, HI 96813

FAX (808) 586-0006

3) Honolulu City Council Members
FAX (808) 867-5011

Yes
Draft EIS Comment

ARO00057148



RECORD # 260 DETAILS
Status :

Creation Date :

Creator Affiliation :
First Name :

Last Name :
Business/Organization :
Address :

Alternative Preference :
Apt./Suite No. :

City :

State :

Zip Code :

Email :

Telephone :

Telephone Extension :
Add to Mailing List :
Submission Method :

Other Submission Method :

Submission Date :

Initial Action Needed
12/29/2008

Ben

Ramelb

Retired Civil Engineer
1148 Ala Lilikoi St

HON

HI

96818
ramelbb001@hawaii.rr.com

Both
Website

12/29/2008

ARO00057149



Submission Content/Notes : 29 December, 2008

To:

Mr. Wayne Yoshioka

Director Department of Transportation Services
City and County of Honolulu

650 South King St. 3rd Floor

Honolulu

HI 96813

FAX: (808) 587-6080

Subject: Comment on Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS)
“Honolulu High-capacity transit corridor Project”,
Issue: DEIS traffic analysis on Air Quality is incomplete

Fact:

DEIS paragraph 4.8.1 methodology states “Air Quality effects predicted
to result from the Project's operation are based on the anticipated
vehicle miles traveled (VMT) and average network speed for each
alternative.”

Discussion:

1) City AA, Table 3-12 shows year 2030 forecast volume of 17,500 vph
on H-1(full rated capacity = 9,500 vph) after the Rail is built and
operating. Therefore, there is a commuter overload on H-1 Freeway of
8,000 vph.

Result: There will be an 8,000 vph overload on H-1 after Rail is built
which will worsen traffic congestion on H-1 resulting in a level of service
“F". These 8,000 vehicles will cause major pollution because the Train
cannot carry the full commuter demand for yr 2030. = 9,600 commuters
per hour.

2) The DEIS Screenline Volumes for the 2030 Salt Lake Build
Alternative Table 3-20, shows that with the Salt Lake Build Alternative
AT Screen line "D" :

- Kalauao Koko Head bound: Observed (forecast) Volume - AM Peak =
18,910 vehicles per hour (vph).

- Facility 2030 Capacity - AM Peak = 14, 650 vph - Reference: Table 3-
12 Alternative Analysis.

Result: There will be 4,260 vph above the facility capacity (H-1 + HOV +
Zipper + Kam Hwy + Moanalua) at Kalauao which indicates a Level of
Service (LOS) F AFTER the Salt Lake Rail is built. These 4,260
vehicles will cause major pollution because the Train cannot carry the
full commuter demand for yr 2030.

Both AA Table 3-12 and DEIS Table 3-20 show that traffic congestion on
H-1 will WORSEN after the $6.0 Billion Rail is built and operating.

DEIS Table 4-12 , 2030 Regional Pollutant Burdens, do not include the

pollutants discharged by 8,000 vehicles per hour (equivalent 9,600
commuters per hour) per the AA or 4,260 vph per the DEIS which will
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be gridlocked on H-1 Freeway because the low-capacity train cannot
accommodate the 2030 commuter demand.

A three lane Managed Lane reversible will substantially eliminate traffic
overload on H-1 during peak travel periods thus:

- Numbers from Table 3-12 of city 2006 Nov Alternative Analysis ($10
million report):

- Rail only: capacity = 6000 commuters per peak hour (equivalent 5000
vehicles per peak hour.)

- H-1 only: rated capacity = 9,500 vehicles per hour (equivalent 15,400
commuters per hour

- H-1 forecast yr 2030 traffic load = 17,500 vehicles per hour per City AA
Table 3-12 (or 8,000 vph overload = 9,600 commuters per hour)

Managed Lane three-Lane HOV Reversible Flyover: capacity = 6,000
high occupancy vehicles per hour (equivalent 21,600 commuters per
hour). Capacity based on HOV use on Flyover by 200 express buses
per peak hour , car pools, van pools, green cars and HOV2. (50 pns per
express bus and 5800 vph at avge 2 pns per vehicle).

Year 2030 commuter load by City AA Report = Rail (6000) + H-1
overload (9,600) + H-1 capacity (15,400) = 31,000 commuters.

2030 Load = 31,000 commuters per hour
Rail + H-1 = 21,400 commuters per hour
Managed Lane HOV + H-1 = 37,000 commuters per hour

Finding: Rail does not have sufficient commuter capacity which will
cause 9,600 commuters to be stuck in gridlock on H-1 or stuck at rail
stations (especially at stations between Waipahu and Kalihi). Managed
Lane HOV Alternative will eliminate congestion and bottlenecks on H-1.

Conclusion:

DEIS Pollutant conclusions on Table 4-12 for the Airport and Salt Lake
alternatives are incorrect because they do not include pollutants
discharged by the additional 8,000 (4,260) vehicles per hour gridlocked
on H-1 according to Table 3-12 of the AA and Table 3-20 of the DEIS.

Recommendation: Revise the DEIS findings regarding Pollutant
Burdens based on inclusion of the 8,000vph (or 4,260 vph) “overload on
H-1" during peak periods.

Respectfully,

Ben Ramelb P.E.
1148 Ala Lilikoi St
Honolulu, HI
96818

Copy to:
1) Mr. Ted Matley
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Both
Website

12/29/2008
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Submission Content/Notes : 29 December, 2008

To:

Mr. Wayne Yoshioka

Director Department of Transportation Services
City and County of Honolulu

650 South King St. 3rd Floor

Honolulu

HI 96813

FAX: (808) 587-6080

Subject: Comment on Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS)
“Honolulu High-capacity transit corridor Project”’, Issue: DEIS provides
misleading information on Managed Lane Alternative (MLA)

Fact:

DEIS page 2-5, paragraph 4, states “The Managed Lane Alternative
would have generated the greatest amount of air pollution, required the
greatest amount of energy for transportation....”

Discussion:

1) Table 3-12 of the Alternative Analysis, a.m. peak hour Screenline
Volume at Kalauao, shows that traffic volume on H-1 (full rated capacity
9,500 vph) rises from the current 11,000 vph to 17,400 vph in 2030 after
the $6.0 Billion Rail is built and operating. Conclusion: After
expenditure of $6.0 Billion for rail, traffic overload on H-1 will increase
from 1,500 vph to nearly 8,000 vph and will not eliminate the traffic
bottlenecks at the H-1/H-2 merge and at the Middle Street merge.

2) The three-lane MLA has the capacity to eliminate the two major H-1
bottlenecks:

From Table 3-12 of city 2006 Nov Alternative Analysis:

- Rail only: capacity = 6000 commuters per peak hour (equivalent 5000
vehicles per peak hour.)

- H-1 only: rated capacity = 9,500 vehicles per hour (equivalent 15,400
commuters per hour

- H-1 forecast yr 2030 traffic load = 17,500 vehicles per hour per City
AA Table 3-12 (or 8,000 vph overload = 9,600 commuters per hour)

- Managed Lane three-Lane HOV Reversible Flyover: capacity = 6,000
high occupancy vehicles per hour (equivalent 21,600 commuters per
hour). Capacity based on HOV use on Flyover by 200 express buses
per peak hour , car pools, van pools, green cars and HOV2. (50 pns per
express bus and 5800 vph at avge two persons per vehicle).

- Year 2030 commuter load by City AA Report = Rail (6000) + H-1
overload (9,600) + H-1 capacity (15,400) = 31,000 commuters.

2030 Load = 31,000 commuters per hour
Rail + H-1 = 21,400 commuters per hour
Managed Lane HOV + H-1 = 37,000 commuters per hour

Based on above calculations, rail does not have sufficient commuter

capacity which will cause 9,600 commuters to be stuck in gridlock on H-
1 or stuck at rail stations (especially at stations between Waipahu and
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Kalihi). Managed Lane HOV Alternative will eliminate congestion and
bottlenecks on H-1.

3) Rail will result in causing 17,400 vph to be stuck in gridlock on H-1
and will thus cause more pollution and more gas used by commuters.
Conversely, the MLA will eliminate traffic gridlock on H-1, create more
efficient commuter travel and will therefore cause less pollution and
energy use than rail transit.

Recommendation:

Itis recommended that the DEIS be revised throughout to indicate that
the MLA causes less pollution and energy use than rail transit and that
the Managed Lane Alternative be reinstated into the DEIS for further
consideration as the locally preferred alternative.

Respectfully,

Ben Ramelb P.E.
1148 Ala Lilikoi St
Honolulu, HI
96818

Copy to:

1) Mr. Ted Matley

FTA Region IX

201 Mission St. Suite 1650
San Francisco, CA 94105
FAX 415-744-2726

2) Governor Linda Lingle
Hawaii State Capitol

415 S Beretania St. 5th Floor
Honolulu, HI 96813

FAX (808) 586-0006

3) Honolulu City Council Members
FAX (808) 867-5011

Reply Requested : Yes
Submission Type : Draft EIS Comment

FOIA (Freedom of
Information Request)
Request :

FOIA Referral Date :
FOIA Response Date :
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Ben

Ramelb

Retired Civil Engineer
1148 Ala Lilikoi St

HON

HI
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ramelbb001@hawaii.rr.com

Both
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12/29/2008
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Submission Content/Notes : 29 December, 2008

To:

Mr. Wayne Yoshioka

Director Department of Transportation Services
City and County of Honolulu

650 South King St. 3rd Floor

Honolulu

HI 96813

FAX: (808) 587-6080

Subject: Comment on Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS)
“Honolulu High-capacity transit corridor Project’, Issue: DEIS traffic
analysis shows traffic Congestion could cost Oahu jobs

Fact:

. The City Alternative Analysis, Table 3-12, shows that there will still be
17,500 vehicles per hour in 2030 on the H-1 (full rated capacity = 9,500
vehicles per hour) at Pearl City AFTER the $7.0 Billion Rail is built and
operating.

Result: With rail, the above numbers show congestion will WORSEN
after the $6.2 Billion Minimum operable Segment Rail is completed.

The DEIS Screenline Volumes for the 2030 Salt Lake Build Alternative
Table 3-20, shows that with the Salt Lake Build Alternative at Screen
line "D":

- Kalauao Koko Head bound : Observed (forecast) Volume - AM Peak =
18,910 vehicles per hour (vph).

- Facility 2030 Capacity - AM Peak = 14, 650 vph - Reference: Table 3-
12 Alternative Analysis.

Result: There will be 4,260 vph above the facility capacity (H-1 + HOV +
Zipper + Kam+ Moanalua) at Kalauao which indicates a Level of Service
(LOS) F AFTER the Salt Lake Rail is built. This conclusion is consistent
with the conclusion using the numbers from the City's Alternative
analysis report. With rail, the above numbers show congestion will
WORSEN after the $7.0 Billion full build-out Rail is completed.

Discussion:

Traffic congestion could cost state jobs. See
http://lwww.ajc.com:80/metro/content/metro/stories/2008/11/13/transport
ation_study_traffic_economy.html

“Transportation woes could cost Georgia 320,000 potential jobs and
$515 billion in economic benefits over the next 20 years if the state
sticks to “continued traffic congestion or business as usual,” according to
a new state report. Traffic jams and the lack of access to reliable
transportation in metro Atlanta will increasingly limit the number of jobs
people can commute to, and the number of potential workers an
employer can expect to attract, according to the study presented to the
state Transportation Board.”

Rail will worsen traffic congestion according to City and County of
Honolulu DEIS Table 3-20 and AA table 3-12.

Conclusion: The traffic analysis included in the detailed Alternative
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Analysis Table 3-12 and DEIS Table 3-20 show that a rail alternative
“worsens” traffic congestion on most highways which could cost Oahu
jobs.

Recommendation: Include additional cost-effective mass transit
alternatives which will substantially reduce or eliminate traffic congestion
in the West Oahu Traffic Corridor. These alternatives include BRT, 11
mile three-lane Managed Lane, elevated three-lane, 15 mile EzZWay and
two highway bypasses around the bottlenecks at Pearl City and at
Middle street. Each of these alternatives are estimated to cost less than
$1.2 Billion, much less than the $6.2 Billion Rail Alternatives which will
worsen traffic congestion.

Respectfully,

Ben Ramelb P.E.
1148 Ala Lilikoi St
Honolulu, HI
96818

Copy to:

1) Mr. Ted Matley

FTA Region IX

201 Mission St. Suite 1650
San Francisco, CA 94105
FAX 415-744-2726

2) Governor Linda Lingle
Hawaii State Capitol

415 S Beretania St. 5th Floor
Honolulu, HI 96813

FAX (808) 586-0006

3) Honolulu City Council Members
FAX (808) 867-5011

Reply Requested : Yes
Submission Type : Draft EIS Comment

FOIA (Freedom of
Information Request)
Request :

FOIA Referral Date :
FOIA Response Date :
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Ben

Ramelb
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Both
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12/29/2008
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Submission Content/Notes : 29 December, 2008

To:

Mr. Wayne Yoshioka

Director Department of Transportation Services
City and County of Honolulu

650 South King St. 3rd Floor

Honolulu

HI 96813

FAX: (808) 587-6080

Subject: Comment on Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS)
“Honolulu High-capacity transit corridor Project”’, Issue- Project
Construction Phasing will not provide early traffic relief

Fact:
The rail project construction phasing is proposed in four phases as
discussed on DEIS page 2-38 and as shown on Figure 2-44 as follows:

- East Kapolei to Pearl Highlands (First Construction Phase)

- Pearl Highlands to Aloha Stadium (Second Construction Phase)
- Aloha Stadium to Middle Street (Third Construction Phase)

- Middle Street to Ala Moana Shopping Center (Fourth and final
Construction Phase)

Discussion:

The primary purpose of any mass transit system is to provide traffic relief
and to provide relief in the near term. The major West and Central Oahu
traffic bottlenecks are at the Middle Street merge and at the H-1/H2
merge. Construction phases for the rail should be prioritized to reduce
the traffic bottlenecks at these two locations. Therefore, the project
construction phasing shown above should be reversed:

- Middle Street to Ala Moana Shopping Center (First Construction
Phase)

- Aloha Stadium to Middle Street (Second Construction Phase)

- Pearl Highlands to Aloha Stadium (Third Construction Phase)

- East Kapolei to Pearl Highlands (Fourth Construction Phase)

This revised project phasing is logical because:

a) The Middle Street to Ala Moana Shopping Center first phase will
provide early traffic relief to the Middle Street bottle neck.

b) The funding source for the entire 20 mile segment is not guaranteed,
recognizing that the General Excise Tax is not meeting projections in
revenue due to the expected long term slumping economy. The
taxpayer will not tolerate any increase in property tax or GET to fund any
rail fund shortfall.

¢) The funding amount from the Federal Transit Authority is not
guaranteed.

d) Ifrail funds are delayed, providing traffic relief to the traffic
bottlenecks on H-1 will be delayed.
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e) Each phase for rail will provide the maximum bang for the dollar. The
rail will be completely be useable and serve the most number of
commuters as each phase is completed. Conversely, the Kapolei to
Pearl Highlands would serve very few commuters as most commuters
will be destined for east of Pearl Harbor and beyond in the easterly
direction.

Vehicle Maintenance and Storage Facility for each construction phase
can be temporarily established to support each construction phase as
modified:

a) For the Middle Street phase, some 40 acres could be obtained along
Lagoon Drive to include portions of Keehi Lagoon Park, Airport vacant
areas and commercial businesses including Used Car Lots. Atleast 10
acres for park and ride can be acquired in the airport area alongside
Aolele Street and Lagoon Drive.

b) For the Aloha Stadium phase, portions of the Aloha Stadium Parking
lot can be temporarily used for the Storage Facility and temp facilities for
vehicle maintenance.

¢) For the Pearl Highlands Phase, a 43-acre vacant site near Leeward
Community College is available (DEIS figure 2-42).

d) A 41-acre site is identified for the Kapolei phase (DEIS figure 2-41).

Conclusion:

Construction of the Middle Street to Ala Moana Phase as a first priority is
consistent with providing near-term traffic relief, will initially serve the
most number of commuters, will be completely useable and cost
effective, and will not force the taxpayer to pay more taxes to fund
additional rail segments should rail funding sources not achieve revenue
projections.

Recommendation:

The DEIS should reverse the construction project phasing as discussed
above starting with the Middle Street to Ala Moana Shopping Center as
the First Phase.

Respectfully,

Ben Ramelb P.E.
1148 Ala Lilikoi St
Honolulu, HI
96818

Copy to:

1) Mr. Ted Matley

FTA Region IX

201 Mission St. Suite 1650
San Francisco, CA 94105
FAX 415-744-2726

2) Governor Linda Lingle
Hawaii State Capitol

415 S Beretania St. 5th Floor
Honolulu, HI 96813
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Reply Requested :
Submission Type :

FOIA (Freedom of
Information Request)
Request :

FOIA Referral Date :
FOIA Response Date :

FAX (808) 586-0006

3) Honolulu City Council Members
FAX (808) 867-5011

Yes

Draft EIS Comment
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Submission Content/Notes : 29 December, 2008

To:

Mr. Wayne Yoshioka

Director Department of Transportation Services
City and County of Honolulu

650 South King St. 3rd Floor

Honolulu

HI 96813

FAX: (808) 587-6080

Subject: Comment on Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS)
“Honolulu High-capacity transit corridor Project”’, Issue: Displacement of
Homes and Churches should be minimized

Fact:

The DEIS Table 2-6 and Figure 2-20 shows the park and ride facility at
Pearl Highlands to be 11 acres and 1600 vehicular parking spaces. The
11 acres “Banana Patch” contain several family homes, farmland and
church facilities which have been in existence for 30 to 60 years.

Discussion:

It would be considered an environmental injustice to displace the many
families on the 11 acre property because there are better alternatives to
the 11 acre Park-and-Ride facility.

Figure 2-42 shows a 43-acre vacant adjacent to the Leeward
Community College (LCC site). The DEIS states that this 43 acre LCC
site is reserved for potential use for a Vehicle Maintenance and Storage
Area (VMSA). Since only one VMSA is needed for the rail project, there
are three alternative sites for the VM SA:

1) Atthe Honolulu Airport east end, some 40 acres could be acquired
along Lagoon Drive and Aoclele Street to include portions of Keehi
Lagoon Park, Airport vacant areas and commercial businesses including
Budget Car Rental

2) Portions of the Aloha Stadium Parking lot can be used for the VMSA.
Multi-story vehicular parking structures could be built to accommodate
the loss in sports events parking.

3) A 41-acre site for VMSA is identified in Kapolei (DEIS figure 2-41).

A further alternative is to reduce the size of the VMSA at the 43-acre
LCC site by splitting the VM SA facility between the LCC site and one of
the other alternative sites mentioned above.. This area reduction will
allow the reservation of 10 to 15 acres for a park and ride facility on the
LCC site.

The best alternative is to dedicate the entire vacant 43-acre LCC site for

a 23-acre Transit Oriented Development (TOD) and a 20-acre Park-
and-ride facility for 3,000 vehicles for rail commuters.
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Reply Requested :
Submission Type :

FOIA (Freedom of
Information Request)
Request :

FOIA Referral Date :
FOIA Response Date :

Conclusion:

a) The use of the LCC site for Park and Ride instead of the 11-acre
“Banana Patch “ site will eliminate the need to displace several families,

farm land and church facilities.

b) There are alternative sites for VM SA facilities other than the LCC site.
¢) The LCC site provides a greater amount of parking spaces for rail

commuters.

Recommendation:

Itis recommended that the LCC site be used for a 23-acre Transit
Oriented Development (TOD) and a 20-acre Park-and-ride facility for

3,000 vehicles for rail commuters.

Respectfully,

Ben Ramelb P.E.
1148 Ala Lilikoi St
Honolulu, HI
96818

Copy to:

Mr. Ted Matley

FTA Region IX

201 Mission St. Suite 1650
San Francisco, CA 94105
FAX 415-744-2726

Governor Linda Lingle
Hawaii State Capitol

415 S Beretania St. 5th Floor
Honolulu, HI 96813

FAX (808) 586-0006

Honolulu City Council Members
FAX (808) 867-5011

Yes

Draft EIS Comment
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Reply Requested :
Submission Type :

FOIA (Freedom of
Information Request)
Request :

FOIA Referral Date :
FOIA Response Date :

Initial Action Needed
12/29/2008

Thomas

Miguel

PHNSY & IMF
667 Safeguard St.

Pearl Harbor

HI

96782
thomas.miguel@navy.mil
4738000

6137

Email

Website

12/29/2008

To whom it may concern, | was a IBEW steward in PHNSY and
approximately four years ago | was part of a team to negotiate for all
Shipyard workers to obtain a free Bus pass. Originally shipyards were
required to pay $17 to be able to get a monthly Bus pass, but today we
receive a free Bus pass due to the Union negotiation and the DOT
paying for Federal workers public transportation. Today we have 800+
Bus riders and 800+ Van Pool users all paid by DOT. Unfortunately our
numbers would increase if we had a system like the Rapid Transit that
comes to Pearl Harbor at various times through out the day. Presently
we only have buses running at the start of our work day (0630 hours)
and at the end (1500 hours) and they only service six areas. We feel that
if the Rapid Transit does come close to Pearl Harbor the ridership will go
up and many more workers at Pearl would take advantage of the free
passes. This must happen to help make Rapid Transit become a
success. Mahalo Tommy Miguel

Yes
Draft EIS Comment
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Zip Code :

Email :

Telephone :
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Add to Mailing List :
Submission Method :

Other Submission Method :

Submission Date :

Submission Content/Notes :

Reply Requested :
Submission Type :

FOIA (Freedom of
Information Request)
Request :

FOIA Referral Date :
FOIA Response Date :

Initial Action Needed
12/31/2008

Hurshae
Summons
military contractor
po box 1090

Pearl City

HI

96782
Schaesan@hotmail.com
808-4283549

Both
Website

12/31/2008

| thought about it for quite some time and considered input from friends,
neighbors, and strangers. This project should have been started years
ago. There remains a problem, the route is impractical, it should be
changed before time and money are wasted.

Thousands of commuters travel from areas like Waianae and Kahuku
travel as far a Honolulu to work. The routes should at least start in these
locations and end a practical transit area outside of Honolulu where a
major "Bus" depotis.

Another idea is to connect Ewa Beach to Honolulu.(build a &%#$%
bridge) If national security is an issue then at least ask the Government.
All they can say is no.

Yes
Draft EIS Comment
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Status :
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Reply Requested :
Submission Type :

FOIA (Freedom of
Information Request)
Request :

FOIA Referral Date :
FOIA Response Date :

Initial Action Needed
1/1/2009

Christopher
Mapa

HI
96706
mapa.christopher@gmail.com

Email
Website

01/01/2009

| have another question. Since most other train require operators, have
there been requirements put into place for becoming a train operator for
the new Hawaii Rail System.

From what | learned, individuals have to be at least 21 years of age to
apply as a train operator, and hold a class C license. Is that true for
Hawaii as well?

Yes
Draft EIS Comment
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Status :
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Business/Organization :
Address :

Alternative Preference :
Apt./Suite No. :

City :

State :

Zip Code :

Email :

Telephone :

Telephone Extension :
Add to Mailing List :
Submission Method :
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Submission Date :

Initial Action Needed
1/2/2009

HI
96816
jhm245@yahoo.com

None
Website

01/02/2009
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Submission Content/Notes : For the rail system to actually achieve its stated purpose of alleviating
traffic from the West side, the main line MUST include in its initial build
stops at Oahu's 2 major employers (Pearl Harbor & Waikiki) and 2 major
destinations (Airport & Ala Moana Center). However, the current plan
only includes Ala Moana Center. So you're not actually moving the
people to where they actually want to go. And you're not actually going
to take that many cars off the road.

The same thing goes for the continuing argument that UH Manoa needs
to be connected by rail. First, you'd take more cars off the road at much
less expense by actually building UH West, which has been waiting for a
permanent campus since the 1970s.

Secondly, by 2030, we will no longer actually need to move people to
the universities. We'll be able to move the universities into people's living
rooms. In fact, UH already has a instructional telecommunication
network linking students at other campuses to UH Manoa.

Likewise, closing the State government's Mililani telecommuting center --
instead of opening new ones in other communities -- was equally short-
sighted and backward-thinking. Some people actually need to show up
at work -- (like Pearl Harbor and Waikiki). But work that CAN be done
offsite SHOULD be done offsite. THAT would take more cars off the
road than any train would. But, again, the government is still trying to
move people to their jobs instead of moving their jobs to the people.

We're already living in the Information Age. So why does it seem like our
planning is still being done by cavemen?

| don't have a problem with building a rail system. While it's not a perfect
or complete solution, | still think it's a good start. | just have a problem
with being stupid about it.

The "Locally Preferred Alternative” (the Salt Lake route), which doesn't
include Pearl Harbor, the airport and Waikiki, will not achieve your stated
goal of reducing traffic from the West side. Which begs the question, just
which "locals" actually "preferred" this alternative? And what is your
TRUE objective here?

Reply Requested : Yes

Submission Type : Draft EIS Comment

FOIA (Freedom of

Information Request)

Request :

FOIA Referral Date :

FOIA Response Date :
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Address :

Alternative Preference :
Apt./Suite No. :

City :

State :

Zip Code :

Email :

Telephone :

Telephone Extension :
Add to Mailing List :
Submission Method :

Other Submission Method :

Submission Date :

Submission Content/Notes :

Reply Requested :
Submission Type :

Initial Action Needed
1/2/2009

Guillermo
Colon

95-123 Hamumu PL.

Mililani

HI

96789
colong001@hawaii.rr.com
554-8637

Both
Website

01/02/2009

| have the following suggestions.

1. Maintenance Facility location, looking over the DEIS the LCC site
would look like a better site than the Hoopili when you consider
construction costs due to you will not need bring elevated guideway
down to grade level. Also this site has a more central location. the
Hoopili site however has more land area, would be less of an impact on
surrounding areas and closer to the Kahe Power Plant. Which could be
a benefit if there was a power outage. This site would provide less
impact to surrounding area due to its rural location.

2. Bicycles, | see mention of parking areas for bikes at stations however
will bikes be allowed on the rail cars? Allowing them on the rail cars will
allow greater mobility options for the users of the rail system.

3. On the Airport route will passengers be allowed to bring on baggage,
and if they are allowed how will this be addressed when transferring onto
the bus?

4. | see that there will be numerous Traction Power Substations along
the rail route will there be any Hazmat issues with the transformers in
these substation?

5. Concerning the Traction Power Substations will there be security at
the stations. Some will be located in secure area however some will be
in isolated areas surrounded only by chain link fencing.

Yes
Draft EIS Comment

ARO00057171



RECORD # 275 DETAILS
Status :
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Alternative Preference :
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Zip Code :
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Other Submission Method :
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Submission Content/Notes :

Reply Requested :
Submission Type :

FOIA (Freedom of
Information Request)
Request :

FOIA Referral Date :
FOIA Response Date :

Initial Action Needed
1/2/2009

MIKE
smith

103 kahako street

B

kailua

HI

96734
poolguy@hawaii.rr.com
262-4226

None
Website

01/02/2009

| read, a few weeks ago, of a suggestion to start the rail system in Pearl
City and develop it to down town. This would give the fastest traffic relief
and return on the investment. Believe this idear was nixed because the
maintenance yard will be located at the west end of the track in Kapolei.
A thaught would be to still start and fully develop the system, Pearl City
to down town, while symultaneously develop the yard and track only
from Kapolei to Pearl City. Have cake and eat it too!

Yes
Draft EIS Comment
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Initial Action Needed
1/2/2009

Rachel
Neville

2551 Waimano Home Road

Pearl City

HI

96782
rneville@hawaii.edu
292-6691

Email
Website

01/02/2009
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Submission Content/Notes : The O‘ahu Invasive Species Committee is concerned that the massive
amount of construction equipment and materials that will be imported to
the island may harbor species that do not currently occur on O‘ahu and
may become invasive. Dirty construction equipment is a known pathway
for plant, animal and invertebrate invasive species. However, there is an
easy way that the City and County of Honolulu can protect the island
from these threats. The City can include in the Request for Bids
specifications, a requirement that the winning bidder ensure any
construction equipment or material imported to O‘ahu from the mainland,
neighbor islands or foreign countries be free of dirt, vegetative matter,
insects and animals.

There are precedents for this action. The Hawai‘i Department of
Transportation has included such specifications in the Request for Bids
for North-South Road. Australia and New Zealand, two policy leaders in
invasive species prevention, require any equipment imported into their
country be free of dirt and vegetative matter. Dirty equipment is sent
back to its country of origin at the shipper's expense.

By requiring the chosen construction company to ensure that equipment
and materials are clean, the City and County of Honolulu will save
money in control efforts later.

Invasive species on construction equipment is a real threat. Seeds,
vegetative matter, insects, and even small animals could be accidentally
transported to O‘ahu on large vehicles and harm our watersheds, local
agriculture, environment and way of life. Invasive species such as
pampas grass and Red Imported Fire Ant cost mainland taxpayers
millions of dollars each year in control efforts. Requiring the companies
constructing the light rail system to clean their equipment before they
bring it to O'ahu will be a progressive and cost-effective step towards
protecting our island from invasive species.

The O‘ahu Invasive Species Committee would be happy to assist in any
way the crafting of language to insert a clean-vehicle specification into
the Request for Bids. Please call me at 292-6691 or email at
rneville@hawaii.edu, should you have any questions about this
comment. | have also mailed a hard copy to the Department of
Transportation Services.
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| am distressed at the inaccurate low cost estimates of the rail by the
City Administration. Also, estimates of usage are misleading. The few
City comments on private car parking and/or bus link infrastructure are a
concern. The bus replacement plans for the next few years reduce
quantity of bus replacements. The rail plan cite rerouting of buses to
accomodate rail station access. | am concerned about existing buses to
areas not supported by rail. | am afraid that the City may "Rob Peter to
Pay Paul" resulting in reduced bus support.

The 10,000+ homes planned for Waipio Gentry area will exacerbate the
Center of Oahu traffic for example. As a senior citizen, the increased
property taxes impact me. With tourism in Hawaii reduced, | am sure the
City will feel that they must increase property taxes again for to build and
short term (and probably long term) subsidize rail support/use.

Prior to the election, The Mayor cited very few residential and business
properties would be impacted by rail. Then he said a few people would
be impacted for the good of many. Now more properties are being
considered for impact. Why is the City inferring that | (and all Oahu
residences) should trust them because they have experts and they know
what is best for us all.
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| find it appalling that you will still consider this rail systen with our
economy so bad and the GET collection is low. Instead of breaking up
our island, | have never seen anyone try to close one lane for more
busses to be able to bypass the traffic during peak hours. This would
eliminate the danger of crazy cars cutting off busses and would give
riders a faster ride to their destinations. We are on a beautiful island and
ruining its beauty with a rail system is the most ridiculous thing | have
ever heard of. Having additional jobs for these union workers and our
county go into bankruptcy is STUPID!!! With the gas high | already see
acutin cars on the road. People love their cars and to cut down the
roads they can drive on is STUPID! Unless you stop more cars from
coming in, drivers will drive. The little ridership on this rail doesn't
warrant the expense in building it or maintaining it. Both the state and
county are cutting back in the budgets. We have much more pressing
problems in this state and county. Wasting billions on rail instead of
focusing on getting solar energy going in county and state offices or
giving more to the education of our young is a much better way to spend
our monies.
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Does the rail transit system include plans for expansion and growth? |
like and support the rail system a great deal but | believe that it should
be available to many more people than the original plans include,
especially if we all need to pay for it. | agree that west Oahu needs it the
most but | would like to see it include the airport, Waikiki, UH Manoa,
Hawaii Kai and possibly Kaneohe/Kailua as well. Also, | hope that the
Bus system ties into the schedule of the Rail system. Making things
more efficient will bring greater success to all parties. Thank you for
listening and good luck.
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Submission Content/Notes : Good morning. | am Representative Kimberly Pine, and | represent
District 43, Ewa Beach, at the State Capitol, in the House of
Representatives. First, I'm excited to be here. I'm glad that the voters
have spoken and we can now move on to the real thing, so thank you for
having me here. We will have more thorough written documentation of
our comments before the January 7th deadline, but | first do want to
express some feelings brought to me by some Ewa residents. We do
feel strongly that the route should go to the airport, and that that
shouldn't be changed, so we hope that that does happen. In our private
poll, we discovered that about 25 percent of the citizens in my district do
work at Pearl Harbor, and so that does not include those that work at the
airport, so it will increase the number of people using the facility if the
route goes to the airport.

According to what we have reviewed so far we're still reading that 400
page document, but we do not see anything defined in terms of baggage
use. If we do change the route to the airport, we should include
something that's more defined that would allow people to bring multiple
baggage. Also, we did not see in the document that we read so far, that
there is nothing to accommodate bicycles, and so we really believe to
encourage all types of connectivity, that that should be more thoroughly
defined. Definitely, we believe that there should be a more thorough
planning in terms of the connectivity with the colleges. Definitely, U.H.
West Oahu is in there, and we're definitely pushing for the U.H. Manoa
connection.

In terms of emergency evacuation procedures, my district is concerned
about something being more defined in terms of power failure and
evacuation procedures for safety reasons. But that's it for now. Thank
you so much for having me, and we will have a written document to you
very shortly. Mahalo.
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My name is Rodlyn Brown, and I'm from Waianae. First thingis, | amin
favor of the train. But being from Waianae, with one road, we have a
very difficult time getting here or getting home. Yesterday, it took the
people two hours to get from Kapolei to Waianae, after the roads had
been cleared of construction work. So if this group wants to help and
have our support from the Waianae Coast, they have to do something
about the second road out of Waianae. There is no alternative. We are
the only location on the entire island that has no way in or out, except for
Farrington Highway.

And we need to get to the train just like everybody else does, and we are
supportive of the train, in every way, but we need this group to be
supportive of us. So if you would please consider the fact that federal
funds are for all the people, not some of the people, and that more and
more residents are coming to Kapolei and Makakilo, and from Kapolei,
all the way to Makaha, and our commute just from Kapolei, home, two
hours now, three hours next year, six hours out of our day, every day,
please, please, support our needs, as we will support yours. Thank you.
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Submission Content/Notes : Frank Genadio, Makakilo. The city administration has apparently taken
the selection of the transit technology from the City Council, which killed
the ballot question for a fixed guideway, instead passed one with steel
wheels wording. Approval of steel wheels on the ballot does not
eliminate other suppliers from the competition, but the EIS brushes off
three technologies by using a recommendation from a so called expert
panel. This limiting of alternatives was referred to in the state's review of
the EIS as troubling.

| am here to support the HSST urban mag lev system. EIS Chapter 02
covers Alternatives Considered. In Section 2.1.3, magnetic levitation is
listed as a proprietary system unproven in the U.S. Because itis notin
the U.S., does not make it unproven. Using this rationale would leave us
still traveling in covered wagons. The Federal Transit Administration
calls the HSST a mature technology, and the system has been in highly
reliable revenue service in Japan since early 2005.

The EIS states that "none of the proprietary technologies offered
substantial proven performance, cost, and reliability benefits compared
to steel wheel operating on steel rail." For the mag lev, that statement is
false. Itis faster, much quieter, and safer because of its wrap around
the beam configuration. Its guideway is 20 percent cheaper to build.
This is important when one examines guideway length for the three
alternatives and compares costs in Chapter 06 with expected sources of
funds.

The city has funding for a 20 mile MOS, but in Section 2.2.2 shows a
combined airport and Salt Lake alternative of 25 miles. This not only
places the project over projected budgets, but excludes any extension to
the UH Manoa campus. Personally, | favor the airport routing, over Salt
Lake. If, however, the HSST were to win the transit competition, it could
satisfy most requirements.

If labor and materials planned for the MOS were applied to the mag lev,
five added miles of guideway could be built within the MOS budget and
timelines, accommodating an airport alignment, extension to UH Manoa,
and spurs into Salt Lake, as well as Waikiki. The only way to take
advantage of such costs savings is to ensure that guideway
specifications are left open.

Figure 2 9 shows a guideway of 28 to 32 feet, as well as a wall for noise
mitigation. The HSST uses two beams with open space between the
beams and a cross section of 21 feet, with no need for noise walls. The
mag lev's narrower guideway (3 minute time limit) coupled with the
much lower sound level of the system, will result in less impact on
homes and businesses along the route. Figure 2 9 should be deleted
and kept...

HEARING OFFICER HAMAYASU: Please summarize.
FRANK GENADIO: | just have a couple.
HEARING OFFICER HAMAYASU: Okay.
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FRANK GENADIO: ...should be deleted and kept out of the RFP.

O&M costs also for mag lev, $12 to 18 million less per year than the
steel wheel. Prevent the mag lev from competing and we pay more for
what may be an inferior system. If the city is so certain that steel on
steel is superior, modify this EIS appropriately and keep specifications
general enough to enable all suppliers to have a chance. After | testified
to Council the other day, someone came up to me and said that
adding...

HEARING OFFICER HAMAYASU: Please summarize.
FRANK GENADIO: | just have the one sentence.
HEARING OFFICER HAMAYASU: Go on.

FRANK GENADIO: ...adding $1.5 million to EIS, that's one 36,000th of
the cost of the project. This would be money well spent. Thank you.
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Michael Golojuch, Jr., Makakilo resident. I'm here today to testify in
favor of the steel on steel rail, with the airport route. It doesn't make any
sense that we would not have included the airport in the first time
around. We know Romy Cachola used his little power, got what we
wanted and now he's then he decided that he didn't really want to
support rail. So | do come out here today to ask that we do move
forward, we do move forward with keeping it in the original, starting off in
Kapolei and moving forward. By building it and starting in Pearl City,
you are going to displace more people, you are going to cause more
people to lose their homes and businesses quickly, without giving them
chance to really relocate. It doesn't make any sense. We could start off
by building the base yard here, on Kapolei, where there's plenty of space
and we can move forward. That's basically it. Thank you.
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Submission Content/Notes : Good morning. I'm Michael Golojuch. | am the Vice Chair and the
Transportation Chair of the Makakilo/Kapolei/Honokai Hale
Neighborhood Board. We support the rail system and we support the
MOS, with the airport route. Eventually, we would like to see the rail
system expanded, but we know we gotta get the MOS built first, 'cause
we want it to go to U.H. I'd like to see it go to Waianae and I'd like to
see it go to other locations, too. And some day, | would like to go to the
U.H. game by getting on the bus, coming down, getting on the rail, then
getting off by the stadium.

We really believe that we need this system. There are some things
Maeda Timson, the Chair, could not be here because she's on a trip.
We will be submitting written testimony, as well as just my verbal support
today. As an individual, | know it's important to get this done. It's
important to start with Kapolei, where there's less problems, to start, and
get it going and moving it fast, and finding out where there may be
problems in the construction, so by the time it gets through Waipahu,
Pearl City, et cetera, and through town, that will be done. Plus we'll
have the base yard. We have the area, and the lands are already being
designated from the Draft EIS for that, and we won't have to disturb, as
previously mentioned, as many residents and/or businesses to get that
first segment built up, in the Kapolei area. And | strongly support that,
and don't let the political part get in there for people running for different
offices just to use this now as another pay, getting their ploys.

So, again, support the system, and on specifics and things, and as
mentioned, there is a need for people to carry luggage. Maybe not a lot
of luggage 'cause | really see the people going by the airport, the
business people coming in and not more than tourists, but there still
needs to be that capability for both to use the rail system. Thank you.
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Aloha. I'm Pat Patterson from Makaha Valley, a member of AARP and
of Concerned Elders of Waianae. | have three issues. First of all, |
really resent all my taxpayer money that was spent on the slick stuff to
get people to vote for the rail steel on steel. | think the vote was so
close, that it should not have been counted yea.

No. 2. | really respect Jim Brewer and Renee Ing for having gone to
Europe and tried out the Phileas Magnet Rail, brought back and shown
on Olelo, how wonderful that is, with the bus train moving only on
magnets in the pavement. That would be very, very inexpensive, would
be done quickly, would use a lot of our workers and be much more
compatible with our island.

And No. 3. If you really want rail, why don't you restore the old OR&L,
all the way to Kaena Point, and give the Waianae Makaha residents
access to what's going to be way beyond, and we are people who have
to work in town. We really need something. The 93 bus is wonderful,
the country express is good as far as it goes, but think about restoring
OR&L, all the way to the end of the island on the southwest end.
Mahalo.
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My name is Tesha Malama. | am an Ewa Beach resident and also
responsible for the Kalaeloa District. | am speaking in favor of the rail
project, the minimum operating segment, and also with the alignment
through to the airport. As an Ewa Beach resident, if we had the
leadership and commitment to do these types of projects 10 years ago
for the widening of Fort Weaver Road, and 15 years ago, to bring in the
North South Road, we would not be in the hell we live in now, in Ewa
Beach. This rail project will add to the multi motor approach that we
need, as a county, to move people around this entire island. | think one
of the integral parts of the rail will be how TheBus system links up to the
rail centers and getting the community involved in planning the rail
center points.

And so we need, No. 1, the infrastructure money that it's going to bring
in, so people have immediate jobs during this time of the economic
system. Being responsible for Kalaeloa, | need to have that type of
commitment and funding that it will bring into the district. As we build out
Kalaeloa, access for Ewa Beach residents to the rail center will be less
than five minutes from every household in Ewa Beach. We need
everything, we need it now, and | say whoever is going to get on the rail
late, they should really move aside, so we can get this project done.
Thank you.
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Good morning. My name is John Higgins, I'm an Ewa Beach resident.
I'm here to support the rail system and going through the airport route. |
think that we should have a firm commitment on federal money. | know
that that's been given to us, but in speaking to people next door, there
was no indication of when the federal money would actually come, and
with the economic situation the way it is, | think we should have a firm
commitment from the next administration in Washington, that we're
going to get this money. Now, we got great senators, and congressmen,
and Democratic president, which would bow to having us get the money,
but we need a firm commitment. That money, if the federal money
doesn't come, this project will stop dead in its tracks.

The other thing is, too, that the people that we see in the newspaper,
talking about this project, Charles Djou, Romy Cachola, and the Mayor
or one of his representatives are not here. They should be at every
single one of these things for the two hours thereon to speak to the
people. They've been spending millions of dollars to promote this, which
| agree with, it should be done. But these politicians should be here to
answer questions, to talk to us and let us talk to them. And that's my
statement. Thank you.
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Submission Content/Notes : Thank you. Good morning. I'm Representative Sharon Har. | am the
State Representative for the 40th District, which is comprised of Kapolei,
Makakilo, Royal Kunia, and Kalaeloa. | am one of those politicians who
is here today, and while the rail is not a State issue, it is a City and
County issue. | do know that we have the firm commitment of our
Mayor, as well as our council representatives on this side of the island.
We do have the Mayor's representatives here, but | am here on behalf of
myself as a private citizen and representative of Kapolei.

First of all, as the Chair of the 2007 Interim Task Force on Smart Growth
Development, | am an ardent supporter of the rail's first segment,
beginning here, in East Kapolei. Because one of the basic principles of
smart growth development is transit oriented development. With all the
development that we have occurring out here in our great new city and
on the west side of the island, you must have transit beginning here, so
that we can build smart growth projects. Smart growth projects basically
incorporate transit around them, and it's one of the most effective tools
to prevent urban sprawl. And thatis my biggest concern, as we continue
to develop on this side of the island. If government has decided that all
of the development is going to happen on the west side of the island,
then we must build under the principles of smart growth development,
and transit oriented development is one of the basic ten principles of
smart growth.

Secondly, one of the issues that came up in the Draft Environmental
Impact Statement, was the fact that the two proposed base yards are
located on the Leeward side of Oahu. In order for the transit to be
developed, you have to have a base yard. And if the two proposed sites
are out here, then, accordingly, you have to have the beginning
segments out here, where the base yards are located.

Finally, my last point is that, again, to begin out on the west side of the
island is imperative because you have to have construction in an area
that's relatively undeveloped. There is so much built, you can't develop
anymore in Aiea or in the urban core. It makes sense to build out here,
when you have relatively least amount of development, and then as we
build more houses, we build around transit, so that, again, we're
promoting the principles of smart growth.

So, | do have copies of my testimony, as well. | thank you for this

opportunity to testify.
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Good morning, panel. My name is Rosita, and | am a resident of
Makakilo. I'm here to testify just as a regular resident who has been
catching the bus every day for 20 years. My concern is not really that
I'm going to miss my express bus, but it takes only 30 minutes from
Kapolei, Makakilo to Dillingham, and it takes 25 minutes from Dillingham
to downtown. So | would support the first, the new idea of starting the
system in downtown because if something ever happened, at least it will
alleviate the traffic in downtown first, and not stuck here in the middle of
the island. That's my first concern.

My second concern is, is the system going to have an express system
during the rush hours, during the morning and in the afternoon? Thank
you.
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Submission Content/Notes : My name is Bob Loy. | am testifying on behalf of Na Leo Pohai, the
public policy affiliate of The Outdoor Circle, Honolulu, Hawaii. The
Honolulu transit project is destined to become the singlemost visually
dominant, intrusive, obstructive, and destructive construction project in
the history of Hawaii. While its ability to ease traffic problems on Oahu
has been the subject of lengthy debate. Its negative impact on the
visual environment of this island is beyond any denial, and is virtually
immeasurable.

I'm going to take you on a trip along the route, and I'm going to use as
the words of the impacts, words that had been taken directly from the
Draft Environmental Impact Statement. It will change the open and end
of all character of the Ewa Plain, substantially change views in Salt Lake
city because of the size of the station and the rail line, obstruct views of
East Lot in Pearl Harbor, in Pearl City. In Kahili, the dominant features
will be the views of this project will be the dominant features down
Dillingham Boulevard. In Chinatown, it becomes an esthetic disaster.
The blocked makai views and will be out of character with the pedestrian
oriented environment in one of the most historic and sensitive
neighborhoods on the island. Passing through and going to downtown,
it will be the dominant feature of the views on Nimitz Highway. It will
contrast substantially with the pedestrian character in the streetscape
and substantially affect the visual setting of Dillingham Transportation
Building in Irwin Park. It will block makai views for numerous residents.
Overall, visual effects would be high.

Going through and down towards Ala Moana Center, blocked views in
the 4th and 5th floor residences, increased light and glare on upper story
residences. Throughout this part of the city, the project will block
protected mauka makai views of the Koolau mountains, Waianae
mountains, Pacific Ocean, Honolulu Harbor, Diamond Head, Punchbowl,
and Aliamanu Craters. Overall, the effects will be high.

But for all the destructive and negative impacts on view plains spelled
out in the DEIS, there are virtually no details about how these substantial
damages will be mitigated. The document contains broad promises of
designing various elements to minimize negative visual effects. The lack
of specific descriptions of how to overcome the visual misery that will be
heaped upon the Oahu landscape, leaves our organization with little
confidence that damage to the visual environment can or will be
mitigated as the project moves forward.

We also have great concerns about the trees, particularly the kamani
trees on Dillingham Boulevard and the monkey pod trees on Kapiolani (3
minute limit).

HEARING OFFICER HAMAYASU: Please summarize.

BOB LOY: That's the end. Thank you.
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Submission Content/Notes : Dear Sirs,

I'm writing to share my thoughts regarding the draft Environmental
Impact Study (EIS).

| will not address the Air Port vs. Salt Lake route alignment here, as |
believe that is still being decided by the City Council. | will share my
thoughts on that with them.

1. The Goals and Objectives of this project are not adequately defined
and documented in this report. Many of the issues coming up could be
addressed and resolved much quicker and better if everyone had a
better idea of what we were trying to accomplish. (Planning and defining
are (or should be) half the work). Are we trying to get people out of their
cars? Reduce freeway traffic congestion? Commute traffic? Get people
around town faster? Improve our tourist industry? Reduce carbon
emissions? Replace The Bus with a rail line? What? The Objectives
should dictate the design and route and stations.

2. The project does not contain adequate detailed measurable criteria for
judging and evaluation the ultimate success or failure of the project. Are
the total cost and the reduction of the number of cars on the freeways in
the corridor the only measures we are going to use? By the way, your
projections of future freeway traffic are incorrect. There will not be such
a large increase in this traffic because when they get there; there will be
no place to park! Forecast the parking situation and costs and | think you
will agree.

3. Doesn't it make more scenes to start where we can get the biggest
and earliest “bang for our buck”? If we start it in the empty fields of
Kapolei and run it to Waipahu, the rider ship will be very low for a long
time. We will have high construction costs and operating costs and little
revenue or effect on our Goals (Don’t forget we will have to start paying
for it whether we have construction delays or not!). If we ran it from the
Stadium to town (with a good Park and Ride at the Stadium (traffic from
H1, H2 and H3 could park here and ride in), the rider ship and revenue
would be high and the Goals would be impacted much sooner. Phase 2
should be from town to Waikiki and UH for the same reasons.

4. \Why is the route not using the (existing and government owned) Oahu
Railroad right of way? This would cause much less disruption, be
cheaper and faster to build because of less land acquisitions and
provide a shorter, faster, cheaper rout.

5. Why is the alignment using Fort Barrette Road instead of Renton Road
or Kapolei Parkway? Either of these would be shorter, faster, cheaper
and be less disruptive during construction. (Remember, no matter where
we put it most people are going to have to ride The Bus or drive their
cars to get to the rail Station. So, we don't have to have the rail go by
everyone's front door.)

6. There are not enough Park and Rides in the system (except for
Kapolei, which may have too many). Remember, people are not going to
give up their cars completely and most people will have to take The Bus
or their cars to get to the rail station. Also, the Park and Rides need to
adequately address Moped and bike use and provide for adequate
safety and security for people and property.

7. This document does not adequately address and document the

ARO00057196



interface and integration of the rail and The Bus. To be successful, The
Bus must provide an effective collection and disbursal system for each
station. This document also does not address the means by which this
coordination at higher administrative levels will occur.

8. Does the system have too many stations? Each station requires the
train to slow down and speed up as well as sit for a period in the station.
The number of stops significantly affects the speed of travel. If we have
too many stations close to town and Waikiki we may shift bus riders to
the rail and overload the rail and reduce the effectiveness of The Bus
and not get any more cars off the road. We need to think of the Rail as a
Wholesale operation (fast movement of large groups of people over long
distances. And, rely on The Bus for Retail “short hops”. To get people
to give up their cars, the alternative must be noticeably faster and
cheaper and at least close to as clean, comfortable and safe.

9. | don’'t see anything in this EIS about dealing with luggage for riders
going to or coming from the airport. No use using an Airport alignment if
riders can't take their luggage. Oops there go all the tourists and a lot of
locals. (And tourists rent and then drive a lot of cars!

10. Because this is being referred to as Rail, will it fall under the Federal
agencies that regulate Railroads? Will the workers be able to join the
national railroad unions and their pay, benefits and working conditions
negotiated at a National level?

11. We can take our bikes on The Bus. Will we be able to take our bikes
on Rail?

12. When we built the Stadium, we did not take into account the salt air
and humid conditions here, which have resulted in continuing high
maintenance costs. What are you doing to insure that we don'’t
experience the same result with the Rail system (and Stations)?

Sincerely

Terrence Conlan
1535 Punahou St 704
Honolulu, HI 96822
808-561-5171
terryconlan@aol.com

Reply Requested : Yes
Submission Type : Draft EIS Comment

FOIA (Freedom of
Information Request)
Request :

FOIA Referral Date :
FOIA Response Date :

ARO00057197



RECORD # 293 DETAILS
Status :

Creation Date :

Creator Affiliation :

First Name :

Last Name :
Business/Organization :
Address :

Alternative Preference :
Apt./Suite No. :

City :

State :

Zip Code :

Email :

Telephone :

Telephone Extension :
Add to Mailing List :
Submission Method :
Other Submission Method :
Submission Date :

Initial Action Needed
1/5/2009

Fred
Abe

855 Makahiki Way

#301
Honolulu
HI
96826

None

Transcript - Blaisdell
Main

12/08/2009

ARO00057198



Submission Content/Notes : My name is Fred Abe. I'm an inactive attorney. | was born in Honolulu,
and | lived in Makaha from 1971 to 2007. | will never catch the transit if |
was still living in Makaha. The transit does not address the basic
problem. The basic problem is to eliminate 50 percent of the commuters
that go to and from work, and I'm proposing instead, that all buses be
used, and I'm talking about the whole island, not just 20 miles from
Kapolei to Honolulu. All buses will be free during that three hour period
in the morning and in the afternoon.

2. The electric buses instead of diesels. And the reason for that, every
bus should be enough so that everybody has a seat, whether you're
catching the bus in Kahuku, Kailua, Waimanalo, even Hawaii Kai and
Kapolei. Right now, between H 1 and the H 2, the Mililani group,
including the people from Wahiawa and those from Mililani, if they can
catch a bus and free air condition and they have a seat, | think we can
have the people address might be able to divorce themselves from
riding the cars. Financially, | think it would work.

According to the Honolulu Advertiser of November 23, 2008, it says that
we cost 525 buses. | think we can get a thousand buses on the road,
and only during that peak three hours in the morning and three hours in
the afternoon. It takes $160 million to operate the buses now, of which
the City and County subsidized it by 130 million. I'm suggesting that we
will spend maybe 200 million, and instead of an annual subsidy of 130
(3 minute limit) now, | have more testimony, but the basic thing is how
we can get the 50 percent of the cars off of the road. That's the
conclusion, and | think it can be done. Thank you.

HEARING OFFICER HAMAYASU: Thank you.
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My name is John Kato, and I'm speaking as a private citizen. I'm a

former chair of McCully/Moilili Neighborhood Board No. 8, and I'm

speaking in favor of the fixed rail system. | believe the fixed rail system
will be a benefit to the members of the community. | believe that a
common nature of a transit rail development will be of great use for the
people in the community who are property owners. In any rate, that

concludes my presentation.

HEARING OFFICER HAMAYASU: Thank you.
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Submission Content/Notes : Good evening. My name is Sidney Char. I'm the current president of
the American Institute of Architects, Honolulu Chapter, and my
comments, here, represents the majority viewpoint of our membership
and our Transit Task Force. We have submitted written testimony, but |
will highlight some of the key points of the testimony.

First of all, for the record, we support the concept and the
implementation of a fixed guideway system of the steel on steel rail.
However, we believe that the Draft EIS does not address several points
of concern for us.

Firstly, integration of social and economic approach of resources, we
believe that stronger community planning objective should be described
to create better and desirable living communities, such as they did in
Portland, Salt Lake, and Sacramento. We believe that the Draft EIS
focuses primarily heavily on just the transportation aspects of this
system. We believe that the Draft EIS does not respond to Honolulu's
Primary Urban Center Development Planning, which mandates that
guidelines to preserve the mauka makai view corridors along major
collector streets be preserved. We believe that the elevated structures
along Nimitz include historic Chinatown and even going up into Manoa
violates that policy. Mitigation of the negative impacts of our panoramic
mountain and ocean waterfront views are not well explained or
adequately illustrated. Other major cities such as San Francisco and
Boston have removed such large similar structures on their waterfront,
and even Seattle is considering and exploring ways of taking down their
Alaskan viaduct.

Secondly, the AIA advocates creation of safe, healthy, and easily
accessible environments for the transit passengers. We believe that the
EIS has not described how to mitigate undesirable environments under
the elevated guideway areas.

Third, the AlA promotes sustainable planning, design, and operation of
transit systems. And we note that the Draft EIS says it will take over
seven times the energy to construct the elevated guideway as compared
to an at grade system. We believe that the life cycle cost of the
comparison of the elevated system to an at grade system should be
explored. We are not convinced that the elevated system is the most
cost effective (3 minute limit).

Lastly, the AIA urges the city to consider a more flexible rail technology,
which will allow transit to be at grade, below grade, or above grade, as
conditions require. Flexibility will allow us to be more easily adaptable

HEARING OFFICER HAMAYASU: Please summarize.

SIDNEY CHAR: Thank you.
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I'm Ralph Bruinsslot, a licensed architect in Hawaii. | totally endorse
what the AIA has put forth as their guidelines. | would like to share with
and put on record my experience of living in San Francisco and working
in San Francisco, and watching them build a raised highway along the
waterfront, later to abandon it and tear it down. | actually worked with
my window facing where they were part of the freeway that they were
tearing down, and with the cost, it had to exceed three times the cost of
putting it up. And that was because of the outrage of the citizens of San
Francisco, to the visual damage that it did on the waterfront.

Now, they have replaced that with an on grade transit system. They've
developed that area very effectively, and the combination of ferries from
the outside lined area coming in, | watched it. | lived in Sonoma County
and Marin County, and it started out 45 minutes, 35 miles, now it's two
hours, if you can get there in two hours. So the mitigation they have
taken is ferries, transit, and trying to move the transit system on up a
hundred miles north of San Francisco. So it would be my
encouragement to pay very close attention to the esthetics of installing
above grade transit system wherever possible, where it's feasible, it
works, but when you're talking about downtown and areas that are very
sensitive to structures, the backlash could be tremendous. Thank you.
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Submission Content/Notes : Thank you. My name is Herb Rothouse, retired, and | live in Waikiki.
The first speaker and the second speaker, | agree with, entirely, and |
support their premise. | was against the rail from the very beginning, for
several reasons. | won't go into all the reasons, but | will address two
things. Number one, the cost. | compare to what happened in
Washington, D.C. recently, where a visitor said, who was opened up to
Congress, originally budgeted for 300 , end up costing almost 800
million. So | doubt very much the figures that we have been given, first
3 and a half billion for the rail, 4 billion for the rail, it would come no
surprise to me if it ends up at 8 billion. | just cannot trust government
figures when it comes to estimates of projects, they've never been on
the mark so far.

Secondly, great deal of money has been spent so far, many people here
may realize already, close to $100 million, | understand from what | read
in The Advertiser, has been spent on consultants and attorneys for this
program. $100 million dollars. When | think of TheBus system, which
certainly needs help, as the second speaker pointed out, if you look on
Route 14, on Kapahulu, the bus runs one bus an hour. One an hour.

On the 23 route, that runs one bus an hour. $100 million on consultants,
and yet we have a bus system that runs one bus an hour? | mean, that's
a disgrace. That's a disgrace, absolute disgrace.

You want to get people off the roads? Well, how are you going to get
them off the roads, when you don't have adequate buses? You look at
the TV in the morning shows H 1 highway, where are the buses? You
could double, double the number of buses we have, with the money
spent on consultants, bringing in the bus service to areas that get no
service whatsoever, right now, and increasing where it's one an hour,
make it three an hour. You want people to give up, not use their cars?
Well, provide proper bus service, frequently, available, and people will
not use their cars like they do. That's all | have to say. Thank you.
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Submission Content/Notes : Aloha and good evening. My name is Leslie Among. I'm with the
Waikiki Neighborhood Board, District 9. Recently, our board has voted
against the mass transit, but the election that people have spoken and
most of the people showed that they want the mass transit. | ask, as a
neighborhood board member, that we have a responsible EIS draft for
the residents and the people of Waikiki. And as far as the route, it leads
from Ala Moana, down towards McCully, down Kapiolani and then it
turns off to University Avenue, the residents in that district have come
down and spoken to some of the members on our board, and fear that
the space and infrastructures, that doesn't provide the room for the
transit.

Recently, | proposed an idea on the board, with some of the engineers
that came and were so gracious to come and address some of the
issues of the transit, that the route be changed and be put alongside the
Ala Wai Canal, as it snakes its way toward the golf course, to the Manoa
and Palolo Streams. As it snakes it up that way, it will go all the way up
to the U.H. campus, by Kalele Road, in back of where the U.H. baseball
field is. This looks like a very responsible place to put up mass transit, in
the light of issues such as eminent domain, litigations, and people being
displaced by the project, some have opposed.

What | ask is a more responsible approach, and | do believe that the
propose | told to my board and to the engineers that night, that a good
route for the transit would be from Ala Moana, and to shake its way, up
the Ala Wai Canal, on the mauka side, and make its way up the Palolo
Stream and the Manoa Stream. There will be less mishaps with eminent
domain issues and people being misplaced, as | said, and | really feel
that, you know, the inconvenience is on a lot of the people that are living
there. | know some people feel like the inconvenience is on the project,
on the other side, but | happen to feel that there should be a common
ground where that would be a great route to take.

And to add another note to that, recently, Hard Rock Cafe has moved
into Waikiki, so the Hard Rock property will be available maybe for a
station on the gateway of Waikiki for the mass transit, or some stop or
something, that property should be available (3 minute limit).

Thank you so much. In closing, | just would like to say, we're looking for
a responsible approach to this EIS, and the capacity and the effects it
will have on the people in our districts in Waikiki and there, on University
Avenue, and McCully area and the U.H. Thank you so much.
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Submission Content/Notes : My name is Richard Ubersax. The purpose of the DEIS is to provide the
City and County, the FTA, and the public with the information necessary
to make an informed decision, based on a full and open analysis of
costs, benefits, and environmental impacts of the alternatives
considered. However, it seems that in some respects, the DEIS is
aimed at convincing the public and the FTA of the benefits of the Project,
rather than inform the public completely.

One example is in the cost effectiveness of the project. The FTA's cost
effectiveness index is a ratio formed by adding an alternative's
annualized capital cost to its year 2030 operating and maintenance cost,
and the total is divided by user benefits, in hour saves.

Any proposed New Starts project receiving less than a "Medium" cost
effectiveness index rating will not be recommended for funding by the
FTA. The threshold between a rating of "Medium" and "Medium Low" is
$22.99 for user benefit expressed in dollars per hour of user benefit.

In the Alternatives Analysis, the cost effectiveness index for the 20 mile
alignment from East Kapolei to Ala Moana Center is stated as $21.34;
and for the full project from West Kapolei to UH Manoa with an
extension to Waikiki as $27.05. Thus, the 20 mile segment meets the
threshold of $22.99, but the full project does not.

City ordinance 07 001 recommended the North South Road/Airport
option as the preferred minimum operational segment for several
reasons, one of which being that the cost effectiveness index of $22.56
is below the FTA's threshold of $22.99.

Now, in the DEIS, the cost effectiveness index has markedly improved to
a point that is significantly below the FTA threshold of $22.99: $17.53
for the Salt Lake Alternative, $17.78 for the Airport Alternative, $22.86
for the combined Salt Lake/Airport Alternative. Information for the full
project with extensions is conspicuously absent in the DEIS although it
was available in the AA.

We know that the capital cost and operational and maintenance costs
have not reduced, so that the only explanation is that the user benefits
have increased significantly (3 minute limit).

In conclusion, this issue of user benefits and the exclusion and the
conspicuous absence of including the three extensions in the overall
analysis need to be scrutinized thoroughly by the FTA. Thank you.
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Submission Content/Notes : Hi, my name is Chris Dolph from Waikiki. My concern is, basically,
during this tough economic times, whether it's really wise for us to be
spending so much money on a project, that it is the most expensive
project the state has taken on. We already have in effect, HOV lanes,
carpool lanes, contraflow lanes, and | was wondering what's the
possibility of us using those also as toll lanes. Many people have had
experience with toll lanes and how they alleviate traffic. This would
generate money for the state instead of spending money. I'm concerned
about how our tax will be used, and the people who would be utilizing
the toll lanes are, well, | see them as being the people who need it; and
the people who don't need it, would not have to pay for this expensive
project.

I'm a total fan of what this fellow is suggesting here, increasing the
buses, the bus routes, and I'd like to see some initiative in encouraging
people to use the public transit, and | love that suggestion about making
them free during these rush hour times. A previous testimony that | had
heard was of one lady who was speaking about she won't even be able
to ride the transit unless she gets on the bus to get to the transit, and
then get off the transit and ride another bus to the destination. Just
staying on the bus the entire way would work. | think it's a great system.
Even though | do have a car now, my wife and | chose to live for five
years without a car, here in Honolulu, and TheBus system worked great
for us. If it were improved, | could easily go back to living without a car.
So that's it. Thank you.
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Submission Content/Notes : Hi, I'm Steve Scott, with Scott Hawaii. We have property on Kona
Street. | have a couple points that, for me, are a concern. The firstis,
as the mass transit goes through Kakaako, it goes through a very dense
area with regards to property, with regards to businesses, and it's going
to impact, especially on Kona Street, almost every property from Queen
Street all the way to Piikoi. My biggest concern there, is just the cost.
Just in that one corner of Pensacola and Kona Street, you have
approximately $25 million, which is, | understand it would be about one
quarter of the total land acquisition on one corner.

So my big problem is, all of the projections that the city had with regard
to land acquisitions have to be totally inadequate. I've read in the EIS,
that you have about 95 to $100 million allocated. How can you possibly
spend on one corner, $25 million?

The second concern | have, is with regards to the route, as it goes down
Kona Street. In the EIS when it first came out, prior to the election, there
was never any notification that this was not going to go past Ala Moana
Center. Right now, that | just saw, there was an engineering drawing,
only, that shows a third rail that's going to go over Nordstrom. The
existing the initial construction was going to end, dead end into Ala
Moana Building, at 40 feet. Then they plan on putting a third rail, one
line that is going to go over supposedly Nordstrom there. When that
goes in, you're taking more property. The route is going to be wider and
you're going to take more property than you need to, initially.

So why wasn't this in the alternatives analysis? Why wasn't this made
known to the public? Basically, you're telling, by what you've put on the
EIS, the Draft EIS, that you're not going to build past Ala Moana,
because there's no way that you can build one rail, one line that goes
over Ala Moana and that's going to serve the U.H. and Waikiki. This
was never made known to anyone prior to just a couple weeks ago,
when the city came out with the Draft EIS, and even then, this drawing
wasn't on that. So the city and Parsons & Brinckerhoff have been totally
disingenuous with regards to making all this information available so that
people can make an informed decision from vote prior to the general
election in November. Thank you.
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Good evening. My name is Bryan Hoernig, and | also own a property on
Kona Street. On Kona Street, like Mr. Scott says, is very dense and is
displaying a lot of people. By condemning what I'm in now on a
condemnation list, at this point, by just condemning my property, you're
not just condemning my property. You're condemning by business, my
livelihood, and that of my employees. | can only pray at this point, that
you guys can reconsider how many people you are going to be
displacing by this transit system.

| don't understand why we are put on late notice of this. | mean, it's just
like coming home tonight and saying, well, we got a note, here, and it
says that we're not going to be able to own our property anymore, you're
just going to be thrown out. And that's how | felt about it. | didn't get any
notice, | didn't get anything. All | got was a letter that says I'm on a
condemnation list. So I'm put on notice that | don't have a business
anymore, | don'thave you know, for my employees and everything
else, and | think it's been handled very poorly. Thank you.
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Submission Content/Notes : Good evening. My name is Terrence Conlan, and I'm speaking as a
private citizen. It's obvious that a lot of work has been done on this, so
far. It's also obvious that there is tremendous amount of work yet to be
done. One of the biggest criticisms | have of this study, is that it does
not contain a defined measurable criteria for ultimately evaluating the
success or failure of this project. It has a lot of general statements but
nothing really measurable. So when we get to the end, we won't know if
we made it or not.

| agree with Councilman Djou, that we need to start at either Salt Lake or
the stadium, and come to town, so that we can begin generating
revenue immediately, to help fund the rest of the system and begin to
pay off the initial costs. If we start at Kapolei, it will be a long time before
we get any money back.

| think we should use the Oahu rail line, which the state already owns,
instead of trying to buy up new property. Everyone who lives along that
corridor has always known that there was a rail right of way there, and
their properties reflect that.

| do not believe that there are enough park and rides except in Kapolei,
where there may be too many. If we want people to use this system, we
have to provide park and rides that are convenient for them to drive their
cars to the stations, in addition to those riding the bus.

| also question whether or not this rail system has any plans to allow
people to bring luggage with them. If we're going to go to the airport and
service the airport, then we have to provide for a way for them to
transport their luggage; otherwise, it will do them no go.

Finally, | think that the EIS has a long ways to go. There are alot of
questions that haven't been answered, and a lot more work needs to go
into that. Thank you.
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Submission Content/Notes : Good evening. I'm Amy Kimura. | testify tonight as an ordinary citizen
who rides public transit wherever I've lived and traveled and who likes it,
for the most part. | enjoyed commuting on the subways in New York
City and Japan. As a traveler, I've ridden on trains and buses in Europe,
Canada, and the United States. | list these because many people think
everyone who is against the proposed Honolulu rail dislikes mass transit,
rail in particular. On the contrary, rail in the places that I've used them
has been fast, convenient, efficient, and usually reasonably priced. But
the populations served by them have been from two times to more than
ten times Honolulu's population and could more easily support their
operation and maintenance.

One place it was not so reasonably priced was Vancouver, Canada.
The SkyTrain was clean, convenient, and efficient, but way more
expensive than Honolulu's bus system. A monthly adult pass cost $73
to $136, depending on the number of zones covered. That's about two
to three times the $40 cost here. What would that do to transit
dependent riders here, people with no auto?

In Vancouver, the monthly pass for seniors is $42, more than the yearly
cost of $30 for seniors in Honolulu. What would that kind of cost do to
seniors on limited and moderate incomes? For students, monthly
passes in Vancouver are also $42, twice as much as the $20 a month
charged by TheBus.

Transit dependent adult riders, the elderly and children will be greatly
affected. Will the city be willing and able to greatly increase its subsidy
of transit to keep down the prices of the transit passes for them? If not,
how will that affect the quality of life of seniors of moderate or limited
means? How about families of low, moderate, and even middle
incomes? If not, how will that attract motorists out of their cars and onto
the fixed guideway? If yes, how will that affect property tax rates for
everyone?

If commuter passes increase in price, the choice riders are TheBus,
those who have an available vehicle to ride but choose to ride TheBus,
will likely choose to abandon commuting on public transit in favor of their
car, adding to congestion.

Mahalo for giving me this opportunity to comment. In the future, more
notice would be appreciated (3 minute limit). | received this newsletter
announcing this hearing three days ago, on Friday, December 5th.

Thank you.
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Submission Content/Notes : Thank you, Mr. Hamayasu. My name is Tom Heinrich, and I'm chair of
the Manoa Neighborhood Board, and I'd like to summarize several main
points of discussion that both our neighborhood board, as well as the
McCully/Moilili Neighborhood Board have engaged in for some time. |
note especially that while the Ala Moana Center to University of Hawaii
at Manoa area would be a Phase 2 or subsequent development, this is a
time to address these, of course, in the Draft EIS.

Generally speaking, first, of course, is the effect on University Avenue,
particularly by what I'll just call an overhead viaduct. There are other
alternatives that do need to be looked at. If that general route is
continued to be considered from  Ala Moana Center to the university,
whether it's Eisenberg or Coolidge Streets, or even going as far as
Market City, to use Market City as a different node and a route of
connection to the University of Hawaii at Manoa campus.

A major concern as well, is, what should be a unified element of
transportation and architecture may become, in fact, again, a most
divisive element, as H 1 has served in the 3M, McCully/Moilili/Manoa
area.

Secondly, is, of course, great concern over what I'll call the Varsity
station near Puck's Alley, and | especially hold that architect Scott
Wilson and others will provide illustrations of what that station at this
time would look like, even outside of the context of transit oriented
development.

Thirdly, is the absolute necessity of coordinating with the existing
Primary Urban Center Development Plan, as well as the other T.O.D.
initiatives, both in looking at potential other routes, as | mentioned a
moment ago, but also in coordination with the land owners, particularly
Kamehameha Schools and the University of Hawaii.

Another main point is that we absolutely have to work with coordination
opportunities with the State Department of Transportation concerning
the H 1 Freeway and University Avenue interchange area. Thisis a
critical area in which other grade changes. In order to facilitate
pedestrian, bicycle, and auto movements in addition to the potential of
having rail transit, need to be coordinated, especially in order to avoid a
so called fly over far above the H 1 Freeway itself (3 minute limit).

And lastly, the main point that many have brought up, is that if the
project in fact is built, that it must end up directly serving the UH Manoa
campus and not stop short, makai of H 1, but connect to at least to Dole
Street and the Quarry parking structure area. Thank you.
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Charles Carole. I'm speaking as a private citizen. The DEIS does not
present the impacts of the future bus routes and also the number of
buses on these routes between Kalihi and Kahala.

Second, the EIS uses the DBEDT 2030 population series, which is much
higher than the DBEDT's 2035 population, issued in January of 2008.
For example, in 2010, the population projection, based on the 2030
series, is 952,000. In the 2035, it's been reduced to 932,000, 20,000
less. Presently, the July 1st, '07 estimate by the U.S. Bureau of the
Census is 905,000. This will have an effect both on the ridership and
the cost. Also, our present economic situation, which we will have
hyperinflation and devaluation of a dollar, is not taken into effect at all.
This will also result in our tourism, people coming in, and also the use of
the airport. | think a supplementary EIS should be prepared to answer
our concerns. Thank you.
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Submission Content/Notes : Thank you. My name is Philip Blackman. [I've participated in a number
of the hearings at the City Council level regarding this, over the last
several years. What | have not seen in the Environmental Impact
Statement that | believe ought to be there, is a clear statement of what
has not been studied and what is not necessary in the EIS, but that is
being left to the City Council and to the state government to be
considering during the construction and during the implementation.

As a specific example, | was told that there isn't attention given to the
impact on the taxpayer for the federal system that will have to be putin
place to take all the folks that might go on to the Navy base without cars,
that's really the intention of bringing and justifying bringing the rail to the
airport location. I'll have to come from across Nimitz, find a way that
currently have been accommodated by having hundreds, literally
thousands of cars coming each day and finding their own place at Pearl
Harbor. To replace that with a shuttle system is a major expense. Just
because it can be put in a different budget category, doesn't mean it
shouldn't be made visible to people that are ultimately paying it from
their tax dollars.

Also, the FTA, | believe, requires the new system to accommodate the
same demographic, the same kind of service that's being given by
TheBus, which currently remains the bus services. 50 percent of the
people on the bus don't have a driver's license. If that's the same
percentage that's going to be attracted to the rail ridership to meet the
best standards for approval by the FTA, we'll have a problem because
it's not going to have but a 50 percent impact on any reduction and
congestion.

Also, with the lack of an impact and congestion was made a larger issue,
the mayor and the city emphasized transit orient development. In
speaking to the support staff outside, they say that's beyond the purview
of the EIS, yet something that was so well bound with the whole idea of
we should have it, it was almost like take this piece of candy and call it
transit oriented development, realize that it could not occur without the
rail, and now we're told that it's not something that is being considered (3
minute limit) as its various impacts by the EIS.

So what's not in here, I'm asking to be at least listed very clearly for our
policy makers, for our City Council, so they can recognize that it's being
pushed on to them and not part of the EIS. Thank you.
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Submission Content/Notes : Good evening. My name is Scott Wilson. | am an architect and planner
in private practice. | have two comments regarding this DEIS. First of
all, the overall project is supposedly being evaluated, and it should
include the segments to the University of Hawaii in Manoa and to the
Diamond Head end of Waikiki, since these are part of the system. The
environmental impact of these segments on their respected
neighborhood is not addressed at all, in the DEIS. For example, | want
to show you a simulation that was done by Urban Advantage, of
Berkeley. This is a vendor that has been hired in the past by the city, to
do simulations of our urban city. This is of the King and University
station. There's obviously an enormous impact on the neighborhood,
with this proposed system, yet it is not covered at all by the DEIS.

| would urge that the Environmental Impact Statement should cover all
impacts of the system in its completed form, and it is not sufficient to
start the project with a partial EIS. For this reason, | would say that this
document is incomplete and should be rejected at this time. It should be
returned to its authors, with the instructions to include impacts caused by
all project segments.

Second comment. Section 4.7.3 is entitled "Environmental
Consequences and Mitigation." This section consists of a number of
photo simulations and a table of visual effects. There is no mention of
the actual ground level environment, which will result, by necessity, from
the imposition of a 30 to 50 foot wide swathe of concrete overhead. As
we all know, the environment under a freeway overpass or off ramp is a
degraded one, always in shadow, noisy, dirty, blighted. | would submit
that this DEIS is incomplete, on the grounds that it does not contain
adequate analysis of the ground level environment which will be created
by this project. Thank you.
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Submission Content/Notes : My name is James McManus. Good evening, everybody. | moved here
in January of 1989, and I've been looking to help induce rail to be
brought to Honolulu, because Honolulu is a very beautiful, blessed
place. And | use the transit system and the bus system, which is very
good. And lot of people have a fear about the bus system being hurt.
It's not. The bus system would be complemented by the rail. And |
really feel that the rail should go forward here.

| know by listening here tonight, there's a lot of impact problems with
property owners and businesses. But just like any other community, and
| come from New York, | know a lot of business people that were put out,
because we have in the federal level, what they call right of way. And,
you know, that's what happens as progress goes on. And since I've
been here, I've seen where the City Council at one time, because of
Renee Mancho, our transit money went to Oregon, and they have a rail
system up and running on our money that we could have had. And
Abercrombie went way out of his way to get it, now he's done it again,
and | don't think we should blow this one, because Honolulu is going to
need it, and it needs it now.

Because all you need is one accident on the Long Island expressway
excuse me, that's where | used to live and it becomes a parking lot.
And you're going to have that on the H 1. And even in the local streets,
like Ward Avenue, | never saw so much traffic. And, you know, it's
building up so big and to the point where it's going to choke itself. And
mass transit is an asset to this community, if it takes it. But it has to do
the right thing to the people that live here, and this is the people who try
to help as many people as it can to make it work, because some people
are going to get hurt, unfortunately. But that's transit. It goes in every
community across the country, and | really feel Honolulu, the time is
now, you have to do it, because in the last debate they had about the
last thing with the transit, the students in University of Hawaii were
begging to please start it at the university and work out, but they were
denied in that.

Now (3 minute limit), | just say to the committee here, that, please, try
and make it work, because if it fails this time, Honolulu is in for a real
problem of traffic. Thank you. | appreciate it.
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Submission Content/Notes : Thank you very much. My name is Mike Uechi, I'm a practicing
physician. Yesterday, | was pleased to read the Honolulu Rail Transit,
the street pamphlet that was passed out in the newspaper, and the first
thing they addressed was, how does rail transit help reduce traffic
congestion. So it says here, that by 2030, an addition of 750,000 more
daily trips are expected on Oahu's roads. Thatimpacts H 1 because |
believe in 2030, we're going to be over capacity by 81 percent.

But the thing that blew me away, was the fact that they announced that
rail will reduce traffic by 11 percent. So just my simple math, we were
over capacity by 81 percent, and you reduce it by 11 percent. So when
you're stuck in traffic, by 81 percent and you reduce it by 11 percent, and
paying $6 billion and you're still stuck in traffic, that's a significant
problem, so my question is, what happens in 2030, when the people in
the Leeward corridor and also the Central Oahu corridor are still stuck in
traffic, except worse in 2030. So we need to be addressing the problem
right now, before the situation happens.

The second thing about this Honolulu rail is, how do we expect to pay for
it? From what | understand, we don't have a penny yet from the federal
government, and the first penny is going to arrive in 2011, which is three
years from now. So when you say we got guaranteed 925 million in the
kitty, and we don't have a penny right now, what happens when that
money is no longer present? Who is going to guarantee that we're going
to have anywhere close to 1.2 billion that you expect?

Secondly, since we are in a recession right now, what happens when we
don't have the revenues that are backup of excise tax? What happens
when both of these source of revenues don't pan out? I'm going to ask
the question, what happens, then, when we cannot afford to pay it? The
only source of revenue we have right now is property taxes, and if we
don't have income, that's where we're going to have more trouble.
Thank you very much.
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Submission Content/Notes : Good evening. My name is Michelle Matson, and | guess you could say
| have a family interest in a historic property deeded to the state, in trust,
in care of the public trust, along the proposed route of this vehement
blight.

One of the most significant adverse impacts of the proposed elevated
steel on steel heavy rail system is the irreparable blight, it will implant
through the vital heart of downtown Honolulu, the Waterfront and
beyond. This obtrusive blight will impact four protected registered
historic sites along the proposed Waterfront route, specifically Aloha
Tower, Irwin Park, the Dillingham Transportation Building, and Mother
Waldron Park.

Because of the city's requirement for federal funding for the proposed
elevated rail project, there must be compliance with Section 106 of the
National Historic Preservation Act and Section 4(f) of the Department of
Transportation Act. It will therefore be taken into account that such
elevated infrastructure blight would be, quote, visually incompatible and
block the view of the historic resource; that is, the scale of the
infrastructure would overwhelm the resource's historic appearance, and
would cause the loss of integrity of setting, feeling and association of
these historic sites. The historic view planes to the harbor from Bishop
Street and the Chinatown Historic District will be similarly impacted.

It would therefore be a fatal mistake for Honolulu's future if the city
forces the intrusion of elevated transit blight on the Honolulu Waterfront
and the mauka makai harbor views. If the Downtown Honolulu
Waterfront is allowed to be impacted by the fatal mistake of elevated
guideway structure, the vital visual, and indeed historic, character and
integrity of the waterfront centerpiece of downtown and the harbor
entrance to Honolulu will be lost. One only needs to consider the blight
created by the Embarcadero Freeway along the San Francisco
Waterfront, and the universal public elation when it was torn down. Itis
time that the City and County of Honolulu learns by the mistakes of
others before it is too late.

The city also proposes to slam the elevated heavy rail route through
Kaka ako adjacent to another registered historic site, Mother Waldron
Park on Halekauwila Street, diminishing its historic character and
integrity, and usefulness and attraction as a vital recreational open
space for today's growing population. The revised Kaka ako Mauka
master plan designates Halekauwila Street and its extension to
Kamake e Street as a significant promenade street, a pedestrian friendly
boulevard with wide tree lined sidewalks and new human scale
residential neighborhood (3 minute limit).

In conclusion, there are very serious public concerns surrounding the
city's disregard and neglect of the significant adverse impacts of an
elevated transit route along the Honolulu Waterfront specific to the
historic sites. This badly planned project cannot be allowed to
overshadow and overpower these significant historic sites or destroy the
visual character and integrity of the vital Downtown Waterfront. Thank
you.
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Submission Content/Notes : Good evening. I'm Katherine Kupukaa, and my choice is to don't build,
only because the most viable alternative was HOT lanes, and that was
eliminated in the alternative analysis. | guess the authors of the
Environmental Impact Statement didn't realize how Kamehameha
Highway is the only highway from Central and Leeward Oahu, other than
the freeway, and during peak hours, the three lanes going westbound in
the afternoon is just jam packed, also buses going, taking the right hand
lane, so | can't see you would remove two lanes in the medial, to make
way for this train track.

What citizens are frustrated and complaining about, is the congestion,
and this will not eliminate the traffic congestion that is, you know,
currently going on, on the H 1 Freeway. And for the past couple months
I've been catching the bus, but you can't the bus for instance, today,
| caught the bus from Mililani, and the bus was half an hour late, so we
had to get off the bus on Alapai Street and catch another bus, and so |
was supposed to be here by six o'clock. And so my frustration is that, in
Mililani, | have to walk half a mile to the bus stop. If | were to catch the
train, | would catch the No. 52 and go all the way to Leeward Community
College to catch a train. | don't think you people who don't catch the bus
realize that you have to wait half an hour here, half an hour there. Like
today, | caught the bus in the morning and | could accomplish only two
of my errands, but | just have to go home because | had to be here
tonight to testify.

There are other concerns that | have, and | brought this up at the last
transit meeting, and till this date, it was never answered. | posed the
question of the bus ridership from Leeward Oahu to Ala Moana
Shopping Center (3 minute limit), because why are we building this train
if there aren't there's not going to be the ridership going from Leeward
and Central Oahu to Ala Moana Shopping Center, and even to the
University of Hawaii. This is my concern anyway. Thank you.
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Submission Content/Notes : Good evening. My name is Bart Travaglio, and I've been very fortunate
to be employed with the travel business here in Hawaii for the last 35
years. | spent a lot of time on motor coaches. | don't think enough
service has been given to a bus service, an adequate bus service and
one that runs efficiently.

I'd like to pose this question to you: How many of you people have
come here tonight on the bus? That person, how many will ride the
train?

On this island, people don't ride trains. | spend on a bus with 50 people.
| apologize for the exhaust, but our perfect footprint, individually, is
rather small. But, | look at the road, on the freeway during the middle of
the peak hours. One person in acar. One person in a car. | travel the
other way, two people in the HOV lane.

You want an answer to your system, try making the bus more efficient.
It will be much more economical. The new buses they could bring in,
don't make them like the city buses. Put them like the passenger buses
that | take to work. Fifty seats, comfortable. You get on the bus, you
could do work on the way into our office, and you go home. Problem is,
people don't just go to their office. From their office, they go here, they
go there, they go here, they go there, they do it on the way in, they do it
on the way out. They're going to be doing the same, when you spend a
billion dollars on a train.

It's not in the mind of the people here to take it, but if you make it
convenient, it could work. If you put 50 buses more out there, that whole
50 people, and you put the buses in the HOV lane with 50 people on
them instead of two, it could work. If you make your system designed so
the timing is as effective as it is in Switzerland, people will know the
buses are going to be here. And for the other people that said this, and
it's just the frustration, buses will work, and you gotta give 'em a chance.
And when you bring the new buses in, you power them with propane.
There's tons of it, and it's cheap. Your cost of your train, electric, how
are you going to produce the electric? Our best hope for something like
that, is to get one of the retired nuclear subs, put them in Pearl Harbor
and furnish the electricity for this site. That's actually our best hope.
Okay? But, otherwise, you gotta make the electricity to power the train
(3 minute limit). Thank you, ladies and gentlemen. | appreciate your

listening.
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Hi. My name is Kevin Killeen, and | agree with guys who say there's no
best service. Improve the first rate bus service. I'm also concerned

about the propaganda that's used, the claim that the traffic will be

reduced, future congestion. Because the media is a little bit lazy, they
reprint stuff like that a couple days before the election, and | think people

should realize traffic is going to be a lot worse.

And the other propaganda claiming that the Sierra Club endorses the
train, that might be true that they had a national report, but the local
Sierra Club said they support it if certain conditions are met. They
wanted the at grade level. They wanted downtown service, U.H. service
first, and they wanted it done in light rail, not heavy rail. So | believe the
executive board of the Sierra Club notified DTS that they don't have a
position of supporting the rail. And | see that they're still implying that in
these brochures that they're handing out, so, | don't blame DTS. That's
the contractors that you have, working for you. But I'd appreciate it if
they made it clear that traffic is going to be worse with the rail, and that

Sierra Club did not endorse the rail. Thank you.
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Submission Content/Notes : Aloha. I'm Gary O'Donnell. | have a master's in urban design from Pratt
Institute, and | have lived and worked in Honolulu since 1985. Overall, |
support the system and | thank you for your work on the EIS. However, |
would support a different system over the route chosen, such as
Vineyard Boulevard. This would help address some of the issues with
going past historic sites, and the downtown area, and Chinatown, and it
would also alleviate some of the issues of the visual impact along the
Waterfront.

| think there should be a secondary system, on grade, that will take
people with more stops in the inner cities, such as on Hotel Street. And
since we are a tourist destination and we get a large part of economy
from tourism, we should have it go to the airport first, rather than Salt
Lake, and | would prefer that we start this system in the downtown area.

| understand one of the problems is getting 40 acres of land near the
downtown area, where the construction lay down area. | would suggest
taking a look at Shafter Flats, if you haven't done so already, or possibly
swapping out the park along Lagoon Drive there, as you approach,
come out under the viaduct on Nimitz.

Basically, we're not going to have enough room to put all the cars on the
road in 50 years from now. Population keeps growing, the way it has in
the of the last 50 years. And the cost, the $4 billion, when | hear about
the hundreds of billions of dollars being spent in Washington, D.C., it's
really a small amount, even if it went to $8 billion, | would still support the
rail, and thank you very much. | appreciate your time and your effort on

this.
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Submission Content/Notes : Richard Kawano, and my address is 1420 Victoria Street, 803. I'd like to
speak in support of the project. I've lived here since '64. | have
concerns. l've listened to the people who have concerns about the cost,
but | voted for it during the election, as the majority of us did, and | do
believe it's necessary, it's not a magic bullet, | know it's not going to
solve all the problems, but with the traffic congestion, with the population
that's going to be going on, we need to give the people a fair alternative.
And President elect Obama is talking about large infrastructure problems
and you gotta look at it from the economic point of view. You know, less
tourists are coming here, we're going to be impacted by that, and they're
talking nationally about major infrastructure improvements across the
country, and as an economic stimulus for a lot of these areas that are
being severely impacted by unemployment and those things there, so it
will be | think it's going to be good for the economy. | think it will have
a positive impact on transit time for people who have to come in from
Kapolei, all those houses out there.

| live right here in town. I'll never be using it, but | still think, as a
community, we need to support this thing, not just and then we've built
H 3. So | do strongly support the project, and | hope it gets started. The
sooner we get this started, the less expensive it will be for all us
taxpayers. And, finally, this needs to be done with excellent
management. This project needs to come in on time and on budget, you
know, in the worst case scenario, if it takes significantly longer and if it
ends up double or triple, like H 3 did. So the opponents have to be
listened to, and their concerns have to be addressed. Thank you very

much.
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Good evening. I'm Eve Anderson. My address is P.O. Box 25550,
Honolulu, 96825. I'm concerned that the public, general public that's
concerned about this project hasn't had time and will not have time to
read the document. | just picked up one tonight. I'm wondering if there
is a possibility for you to push the deadline out to, let's say, February
7th? Let everybody get through the Christmas holidays and New year's
and things.

And I'd really like to have you, as our expert, to go on T.V. and talk about
the document. You can do maybe five presentations, take them section
by section so more people can understand it, 'cause there ain't gonna be
very many people in the general community that will get a document, or
go to the library, or sit in front of a computer for 400 and some pages
worth. | know during the earlier times, you had alot of ads on T.V. and
radio, and doing all this to inform the people, so | think it would be very
time and money well spent if you or somebody who designate an expert
to discuss this document that's huge, so that's my concern.
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Submission Content/Notes : My name is Robert Crone. My address is 218 Kuupua Street, in Kailua.
First, | want to say that | support the position of the American Institute of
Architects. | think in addition to the oral testimony given, there are some
very good information in their written testimony that we should take heed
of. The point that | would like to bring out today, is that Honolulu,
according to the U.S. Census, is the 52nd largest city in the United
States, as far as metropolitan population, and 47th largest city with
relationship to its urban population. Unlike some literature that was put
out in relation to the transit, there are no cities smaller than Honolulu that
built rail transit systems. All the cities are larger than Honolulu.

The third rail systems, like we're contemplating here, which does not
allow at grade, have been built by maybe cities in the top 12 cities in the
country. All the cities between that point and where we are down in No.
50, have built light rail systems. They built systems that have overhead
wires rather than the third rail, which allows them to be overhead at
grade or underground. And they've all put them primarily at grade, with
some places overhead or underground or they needed to, in order to
pass freeways and things like that.

| think it's physically and totally irresponsible for us to think that, as the
52nd largest city in the country, our population can afford to support a
system of this kind, of a grade separated system and the extra expense.
The at grade system is much more economical and why it's been chosen
by approximately 20 cities, between the 12th largest and the 50th
largest.

| think that regarding the construction, regarding the operation of it, and
regarding the maintenance of it, these are going to be financial burdens
that our community is going to have for many, many years, and we are

burdening ourselves, our children and our grandchildren with this thing,
and | think that in the future, it would just always be seen as something

that, financially, bankrupt has been noted. Thank you.
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We're residents of Foster Village, and we think that the Salt Lake route is
pretty dumb because it's going to go by all the schools, Makalapa
Elementary, Radford High School, and it's not going to help people in
Foster Village. It's just going to make noise for us, and while they're
building it, it's going to cause a lot of trouble for traffic to get in and out of
Foster Village, and we think it should go along Kam Highway, so it goes
by the Pearl Harbor Complex, and the Hickam Air Force Base, and the
airport. That makes a lot more sense to me.

Oh, yeah, | said the schools. Yeah, Radford High School and Makalapa
Elementary School are going to be bothered by this thing, during the
building and, also, it's going to be making a lot of noise for those
schools, when the trains go through. And it makes a lot more sense to
use Kam Highway. That's where the people I've talked to several
people who work at Pearl Harbor, they said they'd rather have it go to
Pearl Harbor, along Kam Highway. That's about it.
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I'd like to testify that this project should have been built many years ago,
and it is a sad situation when we still have these few people bringing up
this "if" and "or" about this particular project, which is long overdue. Of
course, probably a lot of them haven't traveled to see other parts of the
world, to see how the transit of people moving around by the millions are
using this type of transportation, economically, safe, and, best of all, you
get there in the least amount of time. And | say that we should proceed
with this, with the fastest means possible and get it done, and then you'll
know and appreciate what a real transit system is like.

| lived in New York City for seven years, and you'd just imagine if they
didn't have the subway there. Boy, a million people travel on that every
day, and it's a snap. Just think if we had this 20 years ago, boy,
everybody would be less humbug with this traffic mess that we have
now. That's my testimony and | hope we get this thing built as soon as
possible.
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Submission Content/Notes : | will not duplicate much of what | testified in public. However, in order to
make sure that certain important things get recorded, I'd like to say that
in the EIS, | think it's in 1 6, there were some major facilities left out.
These include the Bougainville industrial area, which is an area of both
retail and wholesale facilities, and we'll have a Target, as of March of
next year. The Moanalua Shopping Center, the Stadium Marketplace
the Pearl Harbor commissary and the Public Work Center, those are
both military so those are left out.

In addition, | feel that the document itself is kind of static and does not
recognize many changes which will occur in this community by 2030. It
is an aging community, it is a community that will become poorer
because the infrastructure is aging. In fact, Foster Village was begun in
1957, so it will be 80 years old, roughly 80 years old by 2030. Salt
Lake, | think, was started over 30 years ago. It will be an aging
infrastructure and an aging population. They, the aging population, will
need public transportation.

The document also does not recognize changes which | anticipate in the
public school system. There are five public schools along the route, at
least two of them high schools. They are likely to become magnet
schools by 2030, schools which specialize in one particular kind of
instruction; for example, drama or English, and kids from all over the city
will be coming to those schools because they will specialize in that
particular function. They'll need public transportation. This is all in
conjunction with my support for the Salt Lake route.

In addition to that, the EIS does not seem to have, at least the part |
read, does not have clear indication of what the feeder system, the
feeder bus system is going to look like. | think that's an important thing
that should be included in the final EIS.

It also is not very clear about the property acquisitions which will be
necessary. |t was my understanding that many properties would require
only a very small strip of land be taken. When the opponents talk about
this Salt Lake route, they talk as if it's going to be the whole property is
going to be taken instead of, say, three feet or two feet from a yard, or
carport or something.

The other thing that | guess | did not make as firmly as | should have,
during the public testimony, was that the Salt Lake route enables a
seven day a week system serving the population. Going to church,
going to Aunty, going to soccer games. Whereas the airport route is
basically a five day a week, "go to work and come home" system.
Something | said in the public hearing, when we were talking about
starting this whole thing, was taken sort of as a joke, but it wasn't meant
as a joke. One of the social benefits of this thing would be getting
drunks off the road. Some people who like to drink to excess will take
the public transportation rather than drive drunk, and | think that's a
valuable and important social benefit.

So, in summary, the social benefits of the system are not adequately
dealt with, in the EIS, as far as I'm concerned, and they matter at least
as much as getting people to work and at least as much as the cost of
the system. That will do it. Thank you.

ARO00057248



Reply Requested :
Submission Type :

FOIA (Freedom of
Information Request)
Request :

FOIA Referral Date :

FOIA Response Date :

Draft EIS Comment
No

ARO00057249



RECORD # 322 DETAILS
Status :

Creation Date :

Creator Affiliation :
First Name :

Last Name :
Business/Organization :
Address :

Alternative Preference :
Apt./Suite No. :

City :

State :

Zip Code :

Email :

Telephone :

Telephone Extension :
Add to Mailing List :
Submission Method :

Other Submission Method :

Submission Date :

Submission Content/Notes :

Reply Requested :
Submission Type :

FOIA (Freedom of
Information Request)
Request :

FOIA Referral Date :
FOIA Response Date :

Initial Action Needed
1/5/2009

Ruth
Boyett

4336 Laakea Street

Honolulu
HI
96818

None

Transcript - Salt lake
Secondary
12/09/2009

| think a static lane would look much nicer to go down Kam Highway and

Nimitz. | think the view would be much nicer.

| live on Salt Lake

Boulevard. | don't want to have it pass on my front yard. That's all.
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| believe that we should build out from Ala Moana Center or the Honolulu
Convention Center area out to Middle Street, to take care of all the
congestion in town. And from that point, west, | think things can be
taken care of by existing TheBus and surface transportation, but | think
things really get jammed up, the closer you get into town. Like one guy
tonight said, what used to be a ten minute ride from Salt Lake to
Queen's Hospital is now 90 minutes. So we won't be able to tolerate
that much longer. If the Mayor would consider building out from Ala
Moana Center, shopping center area, which is a major transit oriented
development at the moment, out to the Middle Street terminal, then |
think they will have something. Thank you.
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They should get one committee and just vote on it, you know, and
include a monorail one place. If they already agreed on Salt Lake, then
why are they going over and over again? You know what I'm saying?
Just get one panel of people just to decide it. Instead of goingto you
know what I'm saying going to one place to, basically, another place,
that, | cannot see. Because remember what happened to the Aloha
Stadium and the lawsuit? The engineers were suing the Aloha Stadium,
and the engineers on their side always answered the question. But
when the other side bring up the question, famous answer, "l don't
remember."” So what I'm just saying is that this is the same thing what's
happening now. So, you know, that's the ball game.

Draft EIS Comment
No

ARO00057252



RECORD # 325 DETAILS
Status :

Creation Date :

Creator Affiliation :
First Name :

Last Name :
Business/Organization :
Address :

Alternative Preference :
Apt./Suite No. :

City :

State :

Zip Code :

Email :

Telephone :

Telephone Extension :
Add to Mailing List :
Submission Method :

Other Submission Method :

Submission Date :

Initial Action Needed
1/5/2009

Glenn
Oamilda

91-1179 Puamaeole Street

#24V

Ewa Beach
HI

96706

None

Transcript - Waipahu
Secondary
12/10/2009

ARO00057253



Submission Content/Notes : I'm opposed to the rail, as it is, the proposed city, simply because, No. 1,
it's not environmentally friendly. In other words, it's concrete in the sky.
And the highest point on that rail, the way they got it designed, is about a
seven story building, the highest point, 80 feet. So | don't think that's
environmental friendly. Plus, the condemnation, the city condemnation
for people in Waipahu especially, where I'm from, and especially in Ewa
Beach, | think it's going to do harm to the elders and the old people that
have accustomed to living in this kind of environment.

And the other thing, too, where the rail is going to start from, east
Kapolei, it's ag. land. And | think that's No. 1 priority where we should
preserve agriculture land. So that's where the start is going to be. Plus,
not only that, the Ewa development plans does not call for a transit. The
Ewa development plan does not call for a transit, a rail transit in the
second city on the Ewa Plains, so that's why I'm opposed to it. Plus, |
don't think it will relieve traffic. By 2030, they said it's going to be only
20 percent reduction, 20 or 23 percent, and | think that's a small number.
| think that's really a small number to be dumping all that money into a
system that's going to be eventually borne on the public, the costis
going to be borne on the public.

The other thing, too, is the maintenance of that system, | don't think the
public is ready to maintain that system for the longevity of the rail, in
perpetuity. And | don't think that's fair to have the public bear the cost of
the rail.

So those are the three things, and I'm really opposed to, No. 1, again, is
the cost; No. 2, is the environment; and No. 3, | don't think it will relieve
traffic, you know, but what the alternative designation mitigation said it
will, it would deter the traffic, | don't think that's a fair assessment.

Plus, in this economic downturn, | think the money should be wisely
spent on our roads and our sewer. The EPA has fined the city a billion
dollars to upgrade the system, the sewer system, to complete the total
secondary treatment, and the city have reneged on thatidea. And of
course the roads, the roads are critical to the communities. So those are
the other things that | totally oppose to the rail. So, that's it.

| was born and raised in Waipahu, and | now live in Ewa Beach.
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Submission Content/Notes : Well, first off, | just wanted to say that | do support the rail, and | thinkit's
a necessary utility, you know, coming in from the corridor of Kapolei to
downtown and onward to U.H. | was listening to a lot of talk radio in
regards to changes that Councilman Djou was recommending, and he
did say that he wanted to see the rail start, the project start somewhere
in Pearl City Aiea rather than all the way out by Kapolei, and | think that's
a wise part, a wise insight on his part, because it's a better use of
public's money. The reason why, is because from Pearl City going into
town, that's where you pick up the majority of the riders. So with that,
you'll get higher usage out of it, and as you build that portion and going
into town, after you complete that, and hopefully you don't run out of
money in the process because nothing has been a hundred percent
guaranteed, after that portion is completed, then we can go back and
finish the Kapolei and phase of the operation.

The one thing | was in objection to, was, is routing of the rail through
Pearl Harbor to the airport. | feel that it should go through Salt Lake,
and the reason why, is because there's a dense population of people in
the Salt Lake area and along that route, that can take better advantage
of the rall, if was stopped, conveniently adjusted for them, to meet their
needs.

One of the things that | did notice in the Salt Lake route, is that there's
only one stop, at Aliamanu, | believe that's what it is, Aliamanu Salt
Lake, that stop right there. Whereas the Pearl Harbor route has three.
Now, in my opinion, if they decide to go with the Salt Lake route rather
than the Pearl Harbor route, could one of those stops, the Arizona
Memorial stop, be transferred over to Salt Lake, somewhere in between,
| think it's Radford High School, Foster Village, put a stop right over
there, that's the Bougainville industrial area, and then continue on to Salt
Lake and then onward? Because that whole Foster Village is kind of left
out, it's just passed over, with the rail, and | think with a stop in that area,
it will better support the whole rail system.
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The light rail system should be built first from Waipapu to Ala Park area.
The reason is to relieve the present unbearable traffic bottleneck in the
Middle Street portion of H1.This is the main reason for the rail system
for the City of Honolulu. After we built this portion of the rail system,then
we should plan for an underground system for downtown Honolulu. Build
a right rail system we can all proud of! Not an ugly elevated overhead
system through downtown Honolulu and Waikiki. Perhaps President

Obama will help his native land to fund this rail project.

Yes
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Submission Content/Notes : January 5, 2009

The Honorable Wayne Yoshioka

City Department of Transportation Services
650 South King Street, 3rd Floor

Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Dear Director Yoshioka:

The Kamehameha Highway Improvements Project Task Force is a
group of elected officials, business leaders, and community groups that
have a common goal to make traffic, safety and aesthetic improvements
to the highway while still maintaining a sense of culture and place. The
project focuses on the highway from Waihona Street (Sam’s Club in
Pearl City) to Center Drive (Pearl Harbor Naval Base).

This group began formally meeting since February 2005 after the State
Legislature appropriated an initial $1.2 million for this effort. Since our
initial meeting, we have continued to meet quarterly to discuss our plans
for the corridor and identify short-, mid- and long-term projects that will
improve and enhance this stretch of the highway.

At our December 10, 2008 meeting, a presentation was made on the
Honolulu High-Capacity Transit Corridor Project. We learned that the rail
project would utilize the median of Kamehameha Highway through the
Aiea-Pearl City area.

While we continue to support the City's effort to provide reliable and
effective mass transportation options to meet our City’'s growing needs,
we are wary of becoming merely a corridor for travel for non-residents of
Aiea-Pearl City. For example, we are quite concerned about the impacts
that a visually-intrusive viaduct may have on our plans to improve the
aesthetics of the area, our sense of community pride, and our
community's cohesiveness.

At the December 10 meeting, the Task Force reached a consensus on
several issues that we would like you, Mayor Mufi Hannemann, your
Transit Team, and the City Council to carefully consider when evaluating
the mass transit options. The issues the Task Force would like you to
consider are:

* We request that remaining overhead utility lines on both the mauka and
makai sides of the corridor (such as the mammoth 138 kV lines) be
incorporated into

the transit viaduct structure. The removal of these massive overhead
power lines would help mitigate the further visual degradation that would
result from the transit viaduct. Using the transit viaduct to carry all
overhead utility lines may provide some aesthetic mitigation at a cost far
cheaper than undergrounding the overhead utilities.

* Placement of the transit viaduct down the median of Kamehameha

ARO00057259



Highway through our community should be accompanied by meaningful
beautification improvements at grade within the median. A cohesive
median beautification program would help mitigate the visual intrusion of
the viaduct while fostering community pride and cohesiveness.

Attached please find a list of the Kamehameha Highway Improvements
Task Force membership. Those members who were present at the

December 10, 2008 Task Force meeting are noted. Thank you for
considering this input.

With warmest aloha,

Representative K. Mark Takai
Co-Chair, Kamehameha Hwy Improvements Task Force

cc. Mayor Mufi Hannemann
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Submission Content/Notes : MR. WIDDER: Mr. Hamayasu, since -- number 1, since the EIS draft
concluded taht the rail could --

HEARING OFFICER HAMAYASU: Please state your name for the
record.

MR. WIDDER: Arnold E. Widder, W-I-D-D-E-R.
HEARING OFFICER HAMAYASU: Thank you.

MR. WIDDER: Number one since the EIS draft concluded that the rail
would cut traffic by only 1 percent and since there couldn't be a worse
time to burden local taxpayers with probable increases to excise taxes to
pay our billions of dollars of steel rail debt, I'm still against the rail
system. I'm concerned that the expensive media advertising of how
great the rail system was overwhelmed the voters.

Number two, a vote was taken and seems to be irrevocable, however, |
pray that the airport and UH will be placed back into the original plans
and Salt Lake will becoe the spur. The only reason why Salt Lake was
submitted was because the Salt Lake Councilmember coerced the
mayor to adopt it or lose the steel rail system that the majority of
councilmembers did not originally want.

Number three, has anybody publicly showed concern that if Hawaiian
bones are found in the pathways that it would greatly slow down the
process.

Number four, the Honolulu mayor is presently trying to get millions of
dollars for very worthy public works projects. If the federal government
gives Honolulu a major funding for our rail, | believe they will give us far
less for our other comunity work projects which will probably go to other
needy citizens.

Thank you.

To other needy cities.

HEARING OFFICER HAMAYASU: I'm sorry, would you like to state that
so that she can hear it?

MR. WIDDER: | think | said citizens, | meant cities, to go to other needy

cities.
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Submission Content/Notes : MR. WONG: Good evening. That was fast. Thank you for the
opportunity to listen to my comments. | appreciate everybody's work in
putting all this information together. It's quite staggering. | did attend
one town meeting with the mayor, so I'm a little bit informed but not quite
totally. I've lived in New York City for almost ten years and | used the
metro NTA, New Jersey transit path, metro north, and | have a degree in
quality control, so | think it's -- | don't have actual experience in urban
planning or transportation industry, but my theory kind of helped me
formulate my thoughts.

The mayor said that the system would be mostly built at elevation versus
at grade as a result of public consensus, and they didn't want to sacrifice
the existing lane or two to locate the train tracks, and he also signaled
that the system would have to work with the bus authority in order to
execute a smooth process getting people to and from the trains. | have
two concerns that | would like to address.

Based on what I've read in the newspapers and the web site, the total
cost of the project seems to generate a lot of conflict, and | hear people
saying that it's cost prohibitive versus the City government's position that
the costs are manageable. In any event, there's -- the amount of
information is way too much, | think, for the normal citizen to process
and digest. | would like to see a greater portion of the system be built at
grade to bring the costs down and with the assumption that building it at
grade is going to be more cost effective.

A kind of contingent benefit, as | see it, to that using city or state
roadways, particularly where four to six lanes exist in the same direction.
So if you brought that down to two or three, you're going to force ore
cars off of the road. Of course, this is a consensus issue as well as a
fiscal one, but | hope there can be some kind of compromise.

The second thing is a little more important, and | --

(Buzzer sounds.)

HEARING OFFICER HAMAYASU: Please summarize.

MR. WONG: I'll send them in. Thank you.
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MR. HOLMAN: My name is Russell Holman and | have a P.O. Box,
1201, Honolulu, Hawaii. I'm a transportation consultant. I'm sorry for
not being prepared to have a written testimony, but | have a few
concerns regarding the infrastructure needs since we are at the Bishop
Museum today I'm more concerned about the alignment going through
Dillingham. As you look at it, | notice there's a lot of utility poles in the
corridor, soe of these KV lines and all that. Butin the process | know
there is a lot of median work to be done when you're doing the fixed
guide rail construction. Somehow if they can put those utility lines and
telephone lines underground liek some of these places like east
Honolulu, | think that can beautify in terms of beautification of this
neighborhood as well. Because when you're riding the bird's eye view in
the fixed rail, you don't want to see all of these telephone lines, you
know, with wires all the other stuff. And overall with the alignment if they
can somehow get the utility lines as well and bring it underground, | think
that might beautify the riders as well and the infrastructure needs.

Thank you.

Draft EIS Comment
No

ARO00057265



RECORD # 332 DETAILS
Status :

Creation Date :

Creator Affiliation :
First Name :

Last Name :
Business/Organization :
Address :

Alternative Preference :
Apt./Suite No. :

City :

State :

Zip Code :

Email :

Telephone :

Telephone Extension :
Add to Mailing List :
Submission Method :

Other Submission Method :

Submission Date :

Submission Content/Notes :

Reply Requested :
Submission Type :

FOIA (Freedom of
Information Request)
Request :

FOIA Referral Date :
FOIA Response Date :

Initial Action Needed
1/6/2009

William
Froelich
Colliers
2572 LEMON ROAD

1105

Honolulu

HI

96815
wfroelich@hotmail.com

Both
Website

01/06/2009

Is there any info available on what areas may be subject to a zoning
change? | have a home near a planed rail area and would like to know.
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My name is Michael Burton. | live here in the community. | work at the
airport. Okay. | just wanted to say that | do support the rail project,
however, the latest discussions that I've been hearing was changing the
route, and | think it's a waste of public's money to route the rail down
from Pearl Harbor toward the airport. My rationale is because that it's
bypassing densely populated neighborhoods, such as Foster Village
here at Salt Lake, and | think public's money could be better used by
routing it down Salt Lake rather than going toward the airport.

Secondly, in that route toward the airport you're going to be intruding on
a lot of military property, which means you're going to have to get third-
party permitting and whatever that process might be to get the okay to
build your infrastructure on their property. And, therefore, | think it's
going to be -- that's going to create a lot of delays in the forward motion
of this project.

Routing it down Salt Lake, because it is a lot of city and county land
along that Salt Lake route there will be very little problems as far as
intruding on personal property and federal property and what have you
in that area. Like | said, it will benefit the Foster Village community as
well as Salt Lake community. That's it.
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Submission Content/Notes : MR. WEBB: First | would like to thank you for allowing me to express
my viewpoint on the issue.

HEARING OFFICER HAMAYASU: Please state your name first.

MR. WEBB: My name is Robert Webb. I'm a 28-year resident of Salt
Lake.

| Robert Webb oppose the Salt Lake route for the following reasons:

Number one, | feel very strongly the schools that would be involved are
the Radford High, Aliamanu elementary and middle schools should not
be uprooted in any way, shape or form. | feel the students should not
encounter any difficulty in their learning when a link is being built and
when it's open for service. And for the same reason | feel the Salt Lake
Library should not be touched, okay.

Thirdly, | -- you might think I'm a little paranoid or what, but | don't care.

| think that if we have a substation in a highly, densely populated area,
we are going to have a real social problem on our hands and that is a lot
of homeless people will take shelter at a substation, and I'll be damned if
some of our kids are getting woo'd by types like that and they might get
involved in some kind of illicit activity like drug pushing, et cetera, et
cetera. Okay.

| also feel strongly that despite the overcrowdings of parking in the
Aliamanu district it is doubtful there will be enough people that abandon
their driving to utilize the rail. I'm sure that it can be argued. The rail
may be still an option for those who are currently obtaining bus service
presently. | can see that segment of the population which would favor
the rail here in Salt Lake.

| also feel strongly that | -- excuse me -- that many people who probably
-- and don't feel insulted when | say a thing like this -- many people who
probably have not lived for an extensive period of time on the mainland
or inforeign countries don't know the experience of being too close to
steel wheel on steel rail. It can get pretty noisy, although studies have
been shown to show that it shouldn't be a problem, but | still have my
doubts about decibel levels and the impact on people and what
connection it might have with sleep deprivation.

And | feel last but not least because of the noise level and condemnation
of residential and business property --

(Buzzer sounds.)
HEARING OFFICER HAMAYASU: Please summarize.
MR. WEBB: Okay. In conclusion, | feel that the Salt Lake linkage would

create more disruption to the quality of life and incur more social cost
than what the community is willing to bear. Thank you.
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Submission Content/Notes : MR. TORRES: My name is Doug Torres, and I'm a resident of Salt Lake
Boulevard. We, the residents and community of Salt Lake Boulevard
are against the rail down Salt Lake Boulevard. As indicated, there will
be only two stations along the Salt Lake Boulevard, one at the stadium
and one at Ala Lilikoi Street.

Almost the entire length of the boulevard it's only for rail to pass through;
no stops. How can the people who voted for it justify all the homes and
lives that will be affected by this rail, passing above 400 times a day?
How is it going to affect the students of Makalapa Elementary, Radford
High School, Aliamanu Elementary seeing, hearing, feeling 20 times per
hour during peak hours? How do you think it will affect the quality of life
of those who live on Salt Lake Boulevard?

The Council has voted 7 to 1 in favor of changing the rail from Salt Lake
back to the original route to the airport. You have voted for the rail down
the boulevard. Now, feel how it feels to be deceived, disappointed and
frustrated that things can get. When the rail route has changed from the
airport to Salt Lake Boulevard by Councilmember Cachola, we, the
residents of the boulevard, could not believe this was happening. Our
frustration and disappointment has been with us for a long time. He has
sold our quality of life for a vote and for his vision. A good community
leader takes care of his community but will not sacrifice other
communities for the betterment of his. A good representative will make
sure of this, but in both cases this is not to be. His vision is the same
vision that Salt Lake Boulevard starts and ends at Ala Lilikoi Street. You
call this tunnel vision. It starts at Aloha Stadium, passes Halawa Estates
Shopping Center, Stadium Mall, Foster Village, Makalapa Elementary,
Radford High School and the park, Aliamanu and the Naval Housing and
Aliamanu Elementary. All these communities and residents are not seen
in his vision or they were and are to be sacrificed.

We have a second chance and we must take advantages of this. With
our eyes wide open we must first remember we live in the best location
on this island which is called central. Every location is in driving
distance. Yes, we will not give up our cards. And we also have so many
different ways to get to our destination and to our hoe. We will be the
last place on this island to give up our cards, because we live in the best
location, which is central.

This does not mean that we give up rail. Our hope is Councilmember
Cachola and our community leaders must have an open mind and take a
good look at the airport route. The advantage is ours because of the
location we live and the location for the rail station.

(Buzzer sounds.)

Living in a central location would give us the best of three ways to travel,
the rail, our buses and most of all our cars. | hope that you not only
heard what | have to say but that you listened to the words | have to say,
because the families, friends along the boulevard --

HEARING OFFICER HAMAYASU: Please summarize.
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My name is T.K. Chun. I'm aretired engineer. | live in Pacific Heights
area. | missed the hearing last night because of the Christmas party. |
support the rail transit system and | vote for it. Good engineering should
start with the critical area. We shouldn't start from way up in the Kapolei
area. We should start from Waipahu to the downtown area. That's the
critical area. And we should do it now. It's probably going to take us
more than ten years. I'll tell you a little story. | was the -- | went to the
first public hearing in 1963 for H3. It took us 30 years to build it. So |
hope we can build this maybe in ten years or less, because in other
countries they build it in four or five years, so | hope | can ride it before |
die, before | kick the bucket. I'm 74 years old and | helped build H3, so it
took us -- it took us 30 years to do H3. | hope we don't take another 30
years to get our mass transit system.

Thank you.

Right-of-way
No
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Submission Content/Notes : MR. STROUT: Hello, my name is Tom Strout. I'm aresident of the Salt
Lake Area. I'm just curious as to why they think the airport would be
more advantageous and more efficient to draw in money as opposed to
the Salt Lake alignment. The reason being, the employment
distribgution in the airport, Hickam, Pearl Harbor area, according to your
DEIS ranks sixth and the Salt Lake employment ranks seventh so
there's not uch of a difference there, but the populatino difference
between the airport versus Salt Lake, airport ranks 23rd; Salt Lake ranks
sixth. And by the year 2030 airport is going to rank 24th and Salt Lake is
going to rank 9th.

Now, of these rankings, the bigger population is this side of the stadium,
you know. When you look at the drafts you have in your DEIS, it just did
not make much sense when there's such little effect out that way. Now,
come closer to 2030, yeah, you'll have a greater amount of people out
that way, but how many of them travel all the way into town? Some of
them only come halfway. The traffic problem is the downtown corridor.
If we relieve the traffic there, it makes it simplified and easier for
everybody coming from the other side of the island, you know. That's
what | think we should try and look at how we really want to spend the
money.

Besides the airport route is going to be more costly. It's going to take
longer for that route to go from one destination to another. And it just
doesn't -- you know, they're going to put a longer delay on getting this
thing built and we need to get the thing started.

Thank you.
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Submission Type : Draft EIS Comment
FOIA (Freedom of No
Information Request)
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Submission Content/Notes : MR. SOON: Hi. My name is Tony Soon and | live in the Salt Lake Area.
| voted for the rail, because it was going through Salt Lake. | feel it's
fraudulent what the city council are trying to do at this time. Trying to rob
us of something equivalent to a birthright that we should be having for all
our children and grandchildren.

| have two sets of comments that | would like to make tonight and one is
on the DEIS, and | didn't really read the DEIS in great detail, but here
are a synopsis of some of the things which | found which was wrong.

First of all, the DEIS refers to the Salt Lake route as an alternate. When,
in fact, it was the only route that was considered for the vote. | think that
was wrong. The other thing is that the DEIS makes a skewed
assumption that there has been no population growth in the year 2030
for the Salt Lake area, whereas they took the other areas into
consideration.

The other thing that the DEIS contemplated was who was the rail
supposed to serve, and according to them, according to their DEIS
report, it says it is for the people with limited income and an aging
population. That's the people of Salt Lake. | think by bypassing the
people of Salt Lake, they would be robbing these older people and
younger people, younger residents, of this opportunity of being able to
enjoy the benefits of being on ther rail.

Then the DEIS also makes reference to the transportation equity and
what that means is it's a fair distribution of resources so that no other
group, no group, carries an unfair burden or receives an unfair share of
the benefits. When they route the rail down by the airport, what they're
doing is that they're robbing the people of Salt Lake of this opportunity.

And here are my personal comments on this. | would say the people of
Salt Lake are aging, and they have many children, a lot of younger
residents and they're really low income and they need to be on ther ail.
The other thing again is there is this fallacy that is being passed around
that the rail must go to the airport. Well, | lived in the City of Toronto,
which is nearly 4 million people. The subway does not go to the airport.
The subway stops five miles away from the airport and there's a bus that
takes the tourests to the airport. The other thing that you need to
rememberis that you can imagine a tourist spending thousands of dollars
coing to Hawaii and leaving $20 tips and $100 tips and then all of a
suddent cannot find $30 so they can take a taxi. It's utterly ridiculouys.

The other thing I'm orried about is that Salt Lake --

(Buzzer sounds.)

MR. STROUT: -- this report ws made by three people, which includes
the military, and | think somehow because the military is south nimitz, |
can't help but be very duspecious about this report.

Thank you.
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Submission Content/Notes : 29 December, 2008

To:

Mr. Wayne Yoshioka

Director Department of Transportation Services
City and County of Honolulu

650 South King St. 3rd Floor

Honolulu

HI 96813

FAX: (808) 587-6080

Subject: Comment on Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS)
“Honolulu High-capacity transit corridor Project”’, Issue: Land Acquisition
should be minimized by routing the fixed guideway over Nimitz Highway
instead of over Dillingham Boulevard.

Fact:

Numerous land acquisitions are required to build the fixed guideway
along Dillingham Blvd which will cause disruption to businessess, homes
and increase traffic congestion on Dillingham Blvd.

A fixed guideway route over Nimitz Highway instead of along Dillingham
Blvd will cause less disruption and result in lower cost for the project.

Itis noted that the Oahu Regional Transportation Plan (ORTP) 2030
shows a two lane Nimitz Flyover over the median of Nimitz Highway
which could conflict with the proposed fixed guideway over Nimitz
Highway. If the Nimitz Flyover is built, it is suggested that both the
Nimitz "Flyover" and the fixed guideway be built within the elevated
Nimitz Highway right of way corridor. In this case, the two-lane "Nimitz
HOV Flyover (reversible)” can be built alongside and parallel to the fixed
guideway transit. The fixed guideway with a capacity of 6,000
commuters per hour and the two-lane "Nimitz Flyover", with a capacity of
4,000 vehicles per hour, should be adequate to substantially reduce the
bottleneck at the Middle Street Merge and on Dillingham Blvd between
Keehi Lagoon and downtown Hotel Street.

The Nimitz Flyover (reversible) should be connected to the Airport
Viaduct at Keehi Lagoon to Alakea Street/Halekauwila St via an
underpass and to Hotel Street Mall via an elevated busway. These
connections are described in a Managed Lane Study "Transportation
Alternatives Analysis for Mitigating Traffic congestion between Leeward
Oahu and Honolulu”. The full report is available at
www.eng.hawaii.edu/~panos/UHCS.pdf.

The initial 2005 cost for the 10 mile Tampa Reversible was $320 million
or $32 Million per highway mile, however, a geotechnical design error
increased the cost to $420 million or $42 million per mile. Using a
geographic and escalation factor of 100 percent, the 3-mile Nimitz HOV
Reversible Flyover at $60 to $80 million per mile would cost between
$180 million to $240 million.

Recommendation:

Itis recommended that the fixed guideway route be over Nimitz Highway
instead of Dillingham Blvd to minimize disruption of homes and
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FOIA (Freedom of
Information Request)
Request :
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businesses and minimize traffic congestion along Dillingham Blvd.

Respectfully,

Ben Ramelb P.E.
1148 Ala Lilikoi St
Honolulu, HI
96818

Copy to:

Mr. Ted Matley

FTA Region IX

201 Mission St. Suite 1650
San Francisco, CA 94105
FAX 415-744-2726

Governor Linda Lingle
Hawaii State Capitol

415 S Beretania St. 5th Floor
Honolulu, HI 96813

FAX (808) 586-0006

Honolulu City Council Members
FAX (808) 867-5011

Yes

Draft EIS Comment
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| believe our city definitely need the Rail Transit now and for the future.
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needs it now
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: This is a great idea that the Rail Transit is planned to be build. Honolulu

ARO00057283



RECORD # 344 DETAILS
Status :

Creation Date :

Creator Affiliation :
First Name :

Last Name :
Business/Organization :
Address :

Alternative Preference :
Apt./Suite No. :

City :

State :

Zip Code :

Email :

Telephone :

Telephone Extension :
Add to Mailing List :
Submission Method :

Other Submission Method :

Submission Date :

Submission Content/Notes :

Reply Requested :
Submission Type :

FOIA (Freedom of
Information Request)
Request :

FOIA Referral Date :
FOIA Response Date :

Initial Action Needed
1/7/2009

Daniel
Poyer

99-545 Opukea St.

Aiea

HI

96701
gsc_hawaii@yahoo.com
808-356-8404

Both
Website

01/07/2009
Build the Rail Now and lessen the traffic
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| totally agree with the mayor, we need to build the Rail Transit

Draft EIS Comment
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| fully support the Mayor and the Rail Transit
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Please build the Rail now
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| support the Rail Transit
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: Go Mayor and do the right thing
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Draft EIS Comment

: The plan for a Rail Transit is the best thing will ever happen to Oahu
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Me and my wife support the Rail transit 100%
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| support the Rail Transit
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: We support the Rail transit
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ARO00057296



RECORD # 357 DETAILS
Status :

Creation Date :

Creator Affiliation :
First Name :

Last Name :
Business/Organization :
Address :

Alternative Preference :
Apt./Suite No. :

City :

State :

Zip Code :

Email :

Telephone :

Telephone Extension :
Add to Mailing List :
Submission Method :

Other Submission Method :

Submission Date :
Submission Content/Notes

Reply Requested :
Submission Type :

FOIA (Freedom of
Information Request)
Request :

FOIA Referral Date :
FOIA Response Date :

Initial Action Needed
1/7/2009

Malo

Sua

Good Samaritan Church
P.O Box 31029

Honolulu
HI
96820

Standard
Website
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bad from the Waianae Coast to Town.

Draft EIS Comment

: Thank you for thinking ahead to give the people a choice. Traffic is very
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| will ride the rail transit

Draft EIS Comment
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Rail Transit is the way to go. Our people need to save time and money

from sitting in traffic and buying gas sitting in traffic
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Lets build the rail transit for the sake of the people who are in need of

transportation
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voted for. And it is most logical to go through centers of populations, i.e.
Salt Lake, as the rail's primary objective is to get the residents to and

from their jobs with the least time possible. The airport can be

connected later; connections to UH and Waikiki should get the priority

over the airport.
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To make public rail transit (which | am all for) to work, this project must

be either "all in" or it will fizzle and die. You must make the lines

accessible to everyone across the island, not just in one small corridor
along the south. You must go to all sides, and though the middle of
Oahu in order to get maximum ridership an public acceptance. You also
need to study the successes and failures of communities and countries
where rail has either worked or fell short and disappeared. Most of all
you need to change the mindset of people and special interest groups
who oppose change and progress in this state all in the name of tradition
and keeping Hawaii country and blockading "mainland" ideas. You need
to forge ahead with these plans (and further expansion) and stop getting

caught-up in all this "environmental study" foolishness which has

thwarted progress. Sometimes you need to force bad-tasting medicine
down someone's throat; even though they hate it, it makes them better in

the end. BUILD THE RAIL!
Yes
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: When will you be forming you operating, safety, and maintannance

managment teams, and how do | apply for a managment job with the
new rail system.

Thank you

Richard Brown

Lead Machinist motive power.
Union Pacific Railroad Co.
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How long will it take to build the transit system? Thanks!
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Submission Content/Notes : MR. PYLE: Hello. | don't know if there's a particular format for
introducing ourselves. Doug Pyle. | live in downtown. | have family
here in Salt Lake and | also have -- as chair of the democratic party's
labor caucus. The democratic party of Hawaii's labor caucus which
supports rail, the democratic party supports rail in general, as passed by
a resolution at the convention last spring.

The labor caucus has had a lot of talk about it in terms of jobs and its
value along those lines and so | strongly support getting rail underway,
both for the jobs it would recreate in construction as well as the
economic stimulus it would provide, and given the economy in Hawaii
and nationwide that's even more important to get this going soon.

Ideally both routes would be -- are great and should be built. The
question is which first, and it does -- there's -- | wouldn't say that our
caucus has a consensus, but there is agreement that there should be as
early as possible start. The community did vote on the package, so
there's an advantage to starting with Salt Lake, and some suggestions --
| don't know how much flexibility there is still in design, but perhaps if the
Salt Lake route were built first, there could be a less expensive, say,
light rail or tram off to the airport, such as other cities have. I've taken
the one in San Francisco, as an example.

And another consideration is that along the route are several important
destinations. We also need boarding points in dense population areas,
where workers, shoppers can board to get to the destination. Salt Lake
has a very dense population and so it deserves its own station. And one
consideration is connecting through Camp Catlin Road. That would be -
- that's right next to government housing, so it may be -- there may be
property that could be used for developing, for example, a spur off to the
airport and Pearl Harbor.

| don't want to take up any more time than is alotted and | just wanted to
be brief and say that the Democratic Party in general and certainly the
labor caucus that | chair supports the construction of rail.

Thank you.
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Submission Content/Notes : MR. MORITA: Hi. My name is Maurice Morita and | live in South Salt
Lake, and | hold different hats. | also am the vice chair for the
neighborhood board 18 for Salt Lake, Aliamanu and Foster Village and |
also work for the Hawaii State Teachers Association who supports the
rail, too. Not the route, but the rail.

| do feel for the people that live on Salt Lake. We have some staff and
some friends that do live on Salt Lake, and they always tell me because
they know that | support the rail that I'm sorry, but | oppose the rail, and
the reason why they oppose the rail is because they don't want it
through their backyard. And that's the problem that we have is prisons,
rubbish dumps; nobody wants it in their backyard so the City Council
sometimes doesn't know where to build or put those things. And it's
hard. So we send the prisoners to Texas. Unfortunately, we can't send
people away.

But | think the rail is for the future and | -- and, like | said, | do
understand the people that live on Salt Lake Boulevard, you know, for
years and the way they feel, but to me | think we need the rail to come
through Salt Lake for various reasons that these folks have said.

As far as the schools go, they do take a sound test to see if there's too
much noise, and if there is too much noise, then the Department of
Education usually will put air conditioners in the classroom. So that
would be a plus for the schools to have air in the classroom, like all the
other state offices and county offices are all air conditioned. Even the
prison have air conditioners, but the schools don't have -- you know,
some do, but not all. That would be a plus for the schools there that is
on the site.

And then the other reasons that were given about why the rail should
come through Salt Lake is we do have an aging group here and there's a
lot of people that work in downtown, so | think that it woudl be
advantageous for us. In talking to you, Toru, it could cost less to do a
spur fro Salt Lake to the airport than versus from the airport to South
Salt Lake. So | think we would save a lot of money if we go to Salt Lake
first and then do a spur to the airport when it decides to go to Waikiki,
because they're not going to Waikiki on the first round.

Thank you.
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Submission Content/Notes : MS. FAH: My name is Janice Soon Fah and I'm a resident of Salt Lake.
I'm also a teacher at the Department of Education. | went out to
exercise my vote in the full knowledge that my vote would be honored,
and | think the Salt Lake vote carried the rail. And | think we betrayed
the trust of voters and we will lead to more apathy in voter turnout if we
do not honor this vote that the Salt Lake residents made.

As far as concerns by the residents, | think as the residents who are
concerned that this is going to create unsightly trains in their backyards,
if they were to look at the route, the route follows Salt Lake Boulevard,
and if they're familiar with the rail systems -- | lived in Toronto for 26
years before moving here to Hawaii, and I've lived here for 12 years, and
actually the light rapid transit in Toronto drives along some of the most
pretigious neighborhoods and it is so quiet, it is so clean, it is so efficient
that people who formerly would drive their cars bumper to bumper into
downtown Toronto will hop on that train and be in downtown in 30
minutes. They can read their newspapers, they can relax and they can
actually enjoy the commute.

As a Salt Lake resident, | work in Kapolei, so | have a lot riding on this
rail development, because | can see where a lot of young teachers who
live in central district now will be able to offer their services in Leeward
district where we have a demand for highly qualified teachers to teach in
our struggling schools in the Leeward district.

Okay. | also understood from the information that was provided that no
homeowner property will have to be acquired, at least not their entire
home, which is what some people may fear; that it will infringe on their
property and their property will be acquired, but because it's going to be
an aboveground rail, what will happen is most of the run -- most of the
operations will be above ground and they will just need land space to
locate the elevators that will take the commuters to the ground level. So
| think if we familiarize ourselves with the rail and what it's going to offer
our community, we, the Sale Lake residents, will fight those politicians
who at first opposed the rail and now that the vote has been carried for
the rail are striving to influence that decision to move it to the airport. |
say we go for Salt Lake and the airport or we go with the voters who
voted for Salt Lake.

Thank you.
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Submission Content/Notes : MR. PEPPER: My name is Len Pepper. |live at 1352 Olino Street
which is in Foster Village. | am in favor of the Salt Lake route. | think
that the EIS is a good document and now I'm going to proceed to crab
about it.

There are some things missing, which | think have import as far as
deciding which alignment to use. In 1 -- | think it's in 1-6, there is a list of
activity centers. That list does notinclude the Moanalua Shopping
Center. It does notinclude the Stadium Marketplace. It did not include
the Bouganville industrial area where we have got, for example, both
wholesale and retail outlets and we have got a Target coming, | think, in
March. It does not include the commissary area. It does notinclude the
military public works center.

It's a fairly static document. It does not -- it gives a lot of statistical
information about what it's going to be like in 2030, but it doesn't look at
what the community is really going to look like and what the people are
going to be like in 2030. In my judgment it is an aging community,
Foster Village, for example, was begun in 1957 and so by 2030 it's going
to be about 80 years old. The Salt Lake area will -- is also -- is about 30
years old at this point. The infrastructure will be aging, the population
will be aging. Itis likely to be poorer than itis now. Therefore, there is
need for considerable assistance fro public transportation.

There are five schools, along the route. Makalapa School, Radford High
School, Aliamanu Elementary, Aliamanu Intermediate and Moanalua
High School. Again, in my vision of 2030, there will be magnet schools
and other attractions which will bring people to those schools from other
areas. Those kids will need public transportation. In addition, the
document seems to talk mostly abut a five-day-a-week bring people to
work and bring them back from work, but there's a lot of social benefit to
be derived seven days a week from a public transportation system, and |
hope that those things will be taken into account.

If there are other things, I'll give them to the public steno. Thank you.
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Submission Content/Notes : MR. TAYLOR: Hello. My name is Mark Taylor and I'm a resident of
3427 Ala Hinalo Street in Salt Lake.

I'm just here to speak in favor of the Salt Lake alignment. I've already
provided written testimony so I'm not going to repeat what's in that in this
oral statement. I'm just going to highlight one item, which is in the Draft
EIS which has to do with the cost of the airport alternative versus the
Sale Lake alternative. The draft says in Section 6.4.2 that both the Salt
Lake and airport alternatives would be financially feasible and yet that
same paragraph says that the airport alternative would require $1.4
billion in federal funding from the Federal Transit Administration. The
document also says, though, that the FTA has not been approached to
consider the 1.4 billion for the airport alternative. They've only agreed to
consider 1.2 billion. | don't really quite understand how the EIS can state
categorically that the airport alternative is financially feasible if the FTA
has not been approached for funding that's required to construct it.

| think the reality is that this project is hovering on the very cliff of
affordability, and if we go to the airport route and a couple of hundred
million dollars in additional costs we're putting all the taxpayers in this
room at risk of potentially having their property taxes raised to cover the
shortfall, because if the FTA doesn't pay for it and the excise tax doesn't
pay for it, all of you will be paying for it with higher property taxes.

| would also point out that Draft EIS does say that the Salt Lake route is
the most cost effective route. It provides in the terms of the amount of
dollars we're spending in benefit per dollar a higher efficiency return than
the airport route does. So simply from the standpoint of fiscal prudence,
the Salt Lake route should continue as the preferred route for the transit

system.
Thank you.
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MR. REMMELL (phonetic): My name is Ben Remmell. I'ma
professional engineer and master planner. And I'd like to comment on
two things, which is the project phasing, which is Chapter 2 of the Draft
Environmental Impact Statement, and it says that the first phase would
be from Kapolei to Waipahu, and | totally disagree with that, because it
would - if we run out of money, the general excise tax is not providing
the money that we need. We need to build it to eliminate the bottlenecks
at Middle Street and Pearl City, so the first phases should be from Aloha
Stadium to downtown and that's what | recommend for the DAS to
consider in the project phasing.

The second point | want to make is that the single and most important
reason for building mass transit is to eliminate traffic congestion. Rail
simply does not do that, despite spending $7 billion. The City's
alternative analysis show that the current 2,000 vehicles per hour at
Pearl City, which is now congested, will increase to 8,000 vehicles per
hour after the $7 billion rail is built. What we need is an alternative
solution which the alternative analysis discarded fraudulently. And |
suggest we need to build a Nimitz flyover and a Kam flyover, both of
which would be three lanes over the Kam highway and Nimitz which will
eliminate the bottlenecks at the Pearl City H1/H2/Middle Street merge
for less than $1 billion and that's what the DEIS ust and should include.

That's what | recommend.
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Submission Content/Notes : MR. UECHI: My name is Mike Uechi. I'm a physician. It's really
interested to read the -- this pamphlet put out by the City at taxpayers'
money, The Honolulu Rail Transit, and one of the questions they ask is
how would property owners along the route be affected, and it states
here that while some residential and commercial properties must be
acquired in full, most of the right-of-way acquisitions required are for
portions of individual parcels. Now, does that mean that if part of the rail
post, the support, goes through part of a property like say through the
living room, that you pay for that portion of the land and let the person
live in the rest of the land? That's the part that | really don't understand.
What does portions mean? Does it mean a little bit of thing that's not
attached to the home or business, and that's the only portion you're
going to pay for.

The other question | have is that while construction of rail goes on and
let's say there's a delay and another delay and another delay while
properties that are being sold or leased are abandoned by property
owners, what's going to happen to the cost of construction? What's
going to happen to the community that's involved when this rail gets
stalled for any reason at all, whether there's problems with finding burial
sites along the City properties or whether you run out of money or any
type of thing that will stall the development while it's going on right now?
And that's the type of questions | would like to ask you guys right now,
because | think these are the questions the comunity needs to know
before we actually start the rail.

That's all | have to say.
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MR. GENADIO: My name is Frank Genadio. You have my address. I'm
from Kapolei. | thought that you could only testify once, but when Dr.
Uechi came up, | realized | could testify again. I've been following the
hearings. In Kapolei | tried to make the point that the Draft EIS brushed
off other technologies. | happen to be a proponent of something called
the HSST urban magnetic levitation system. Those of you who are
concerned about the cost should be aware that the maglift guidway
would be built at least 20 percent cheaper. The guideway construction
would accomodate 25.3 miles for the 20 mile cost reflected in the Draft
EIS. In other words, we could have an extension into Salt Lake from the
airport route, we could also have an extension to UH Manoa whose
students have been left out of this entirely, and we could even have a
spur into Waikiki.

It also happens to be at least twice as quiet as steel wheels on steel rail
and its guideway is much less obtrusive and will require much less
impact on property. Thank you.

Draft EIS Comment
No
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Submission Content/Notes : MS. ING: Yes. My name is Renee Ing. My address is P.O. Box 23094,
Honolulu 96823. I'd like to talk about another technology that was not
included in the EIS despite words to the effect that everything was
studied, and I think it should be studied. Phileas magnetic guided -
magnet guided, not magnet levitation. A similar system was funded in
San Francisco and someplace in Oregon by the FTA in 2007 and that
means it could be funded for here. Itis 1.5 billion compared to 5 and 6
billion. It's 1.5 billion for the Kapolei to UH route. It can be built with just
plain old -- our plain old GET money. You don't even need New Starts
money. But on top of that it can be quiet running through Salt Lake. Not
only can you go cut and cover, you cut a mini tunnel underneath the
boulevard, cover it so that Salt Lake Boulevard continues to run, but you
cut and cover a tunnel underneath.

On top of that if you had to, you could -- because it's a Prius-like vehicle,
it's very, very quiet and it will be of hydrogen fuel cells in a few years and
on top of that it does this thing called running silent. It can be -- the
noise can be cut for a little bit while it's going through the residential
areas. That's the noise problem.

The second problem that we have been hearing a lot about it that if the
route that's constructed now, actually if it were for steel rail, | think it's a
pretty good route, but the problem is there are other technologies.
Phileas can go around a lot of these places that are going to be
intersected by a steel train, Phileas will not cut through them, it will
simply go around them, because it is very, very flexible. So | would
really hope that the City administration will study the Phileas system and
the urban magtlift that Mr. Genadio was talking about in the EIS. The
FTA usually says it expects municipalities to study a broad range of
odes of technology, not just one. So it's not something that Honolulu will
be -- you know, it would be unusual for Honolulu to do this. Other
municipalities studied a lot of different ways of technology before they
choose, and to give them the chance to submit a request for proposal.

Thank you.
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Submission Content/Notes : MR. TAKAI: My name is Mark Takai. I'm a state representative,
representing the communities of Aiea and Pearl City. Tonight | speak as
the chairman of the Kamehameha Highway improvements task force
and for those of you who are unfamiliar with our task force, it's
comprised of all the elected officials in the Aiea, Pearl City and Sale
Lake areas. It also consists of the Aiea, Pearl City and Salt Lake, Foster
Village neighborhood boards. In addition to that, it includes some of the
significant stakeholders along the Kamehameha Highway corridor in
Aiea/Pearl City.

The corridor for us begins on Center Drive on the east side and goes all
the way for about 5.5 miles to the end of Kamehameha Highway on the
Pearl City side, which is a little bit past Sam's Club.

We've been working at improvements along this corridor for about three
years, and we try to meet quarterly. Two years ago when this issue
came up, we took a position as a task force, and | just wanted to
mention -- and we sentitin a few times and I've testified in front of the
Council a number of times, but | wanted to put this in the record. A
couple of things that the City as you move down this path should be
considering.

The first one is about 20 years ago there was a compromise made by
the City and Hawaiian Electric to underground the 48 kilavolt lines on the
mauka side of the viaduct, but to construct the 138KV lines that are the
huge super structures, the huge metal poles that run the entire length of
the corridor, and | do believe it goes up Salt Lake Boulevard as well.
Our task force recommends that the City consider incorporating the
138KV and all of the other utilities down that corridor into the mass
transit super structure. It's a small price for our community to -- | mean,
it's a big price for our community to have the train coming through our
corridor and | think it's a small price for the users and for the City to
incorporate those utility lines within the super structure.

The second one is we spent a lot of money and a lot of time planning for
aesthetic improvements up and down the corridor. In fact, we hired --
the State hired Parsons Brinckerhoff and in that consulting contract we
have set aside some funds to hire an architectural engineer --

(Buzzer sounds.)

--who has spent a lot of time designing motifs and everything. So we
would like to request as you move forward that you consider working
with us, especially in our corridor, but also working with other
communities as you design the way these super structures look and the
way the medians look throughout our communities.

I'll be sending written comments in later. Thank you.
Reply Requested :
Submission Type : Draft EIS Comment
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MR. LOO: My name is Herbert Loo. I'm a retired master sergeant,
retired in 1966. When | was drafted in 1945, | took my first train ride
from lwilei up to Schofied. Too bad they don't still have that train line.
I'm here to support the rail transit, because in my travels in New York
City, seven years there, you see billions of people traveling on the
subway, terrific transportation. Just think if they didn't have that type of
transportation, just think if we had that transportation 20 years ago. We
are so backwards here it's pitiful. Build it right away, as soon as
possible. Thank you.
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Submission Content/Notes : SCOTT: My name is Scott. | live here in the Salt Lake area. I'm born
and raised here in Hawaii. |'ve seen a lot of stuff growing up here as a
kid. I've seen how when | was a little kid | could go to Queen's with my
dad, when he used to work there, in ten minutes. Nowadays if you're not
on the road before 6:00 in the morning to get past Middle Street, you'll
be lucky to take an hour and a half. That's five, seven miles, and it's not
getting any better. It's only getting worse. There's no perfect solution
with mass transit, but if we don't do something with this rail and get
something going, regardless of what medium we use, whether it be steel
on steel, magnetic or otherwise, ten years from now to try and figure out
something, then it's going to be too late.

The other thing, too, we have got to look in the smart sense. You know,
picking these routes and stuff is great, but we have got to link one end of
the island to the other, because if there's a bad wreck or something like
that, traffic and everythign around here comes to a halt. Also, through
the airport. We have got to get some efficiency into how we get around
here. The smart thing would be is whatever route we pick, think of the
long term as far as linking the new university in Kapolei out there to the
universities and work down in town and also allowing for the business
people and other people who travel light to go through the airport,
because the ability to build a super structure there is easy. Look at the
parking structures they've got going up. It's not an eyesore and it makes
it more centralized, especially being all of this is part of the Department
of Transportation.

So, we have got to do something now. Not talk about it, think about it,
maybe build it in 20 years, like the H3. Obviously the H3 works. In other
places around the world they use rail on rail, DART, BART. It all works.
But we need to implement it now before it's almost too late.

Thank you.
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Submission Content/Notes : MR. PYLE: Thank you. Doug Pyle. | spoke earlier on behalf of an
organization | chaired and | want an opportunity to add a few personal
items of testimony. Two points, one would be the -- everybody who lives
or has family like | do in Salt Lake knows how the congestion really jams
up right at the convergence where H1 and Red Hill and the on-ramp
here below Tripler all come together, and rail would be a great
alternative for this community in particular to be able to have -- to get out
of that mess and get to their destinations, and | think that's an advantage
that the airport route does not have. Although in the long run | think the
airport route would be real valuable to also have, perhaps as a spur.

And secondly, and | think it's very important, | haven't seen the City
doing this yet -- | hope it will -- look at rail as being one part of an
integrated transit plan, including pedestrian/bicycle and jsut - | grew up
in Portland, Oregon which won awards for planning comprehensively. It
has rail, but it has a bus mall that is pedestrian/bus only, no cars.
Fareless Square, which is extremely successful. People can park their
cars, park and ride, and if they're downtown, they ride any of the modes
of transportation for free, and then go home. The traffic flows
wonderfully there because they planned in a comprehensive way, and |
hope the City will do that, too.

One final point when | just noticed that no other hands were going up, |
remebered hearing at one fo the hearings was reportedly had low
turnout, and even though perhaps there's only a few people that
testified, | think the record should show taht this room is over full and
there's standing room and in the parking lot it was real hard for me to
find a spot. There's a lot of interest here in Salt Lake certainly, | assume
in support, but certainly a great deal of interest in this, so | didn't want
that to go unnoted, the turnout.

Thank you.
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Submission Content/Notes : MR. SOON: Tony Soon here again. Itis said that the airport route is
going to cost $200 million more. The reality is | can assure you it's
probably going to be more like half a billion. Where is that money going
to come from? | do not know. You know right now the City is under
duress intrying to meet the EPA standards for a secondary waste water
treatment plant. That's going to be $1.5 billion. That 200 -- supposedly
$200 million can go toward a down payment on getting this fixed.

We also have the existing (inaudible) carriers down there that all need to
be repaired. That's another $300 million that's going to take basically.
And then they talk about a $5 million annual operation cost in perpetuity,
meaning for my lifetime and my grandkids lifetime and that $5 million
could go toward building a homeless shelter, maybe two homeless
shelters every year, or it could go toward fixing schools or it could go
toward fixing over 20,000 potholes a year. Every year we can just fix
these potholes, 20,000 of them.

So | think by putting the routes south of the Nimitz down by the airport
way, which is a blighted area of town, | think it's stupidity, and beause
most of the people who live south of Nimitz are military and most of them
drive and, of course, they get gas for half price or, okay, two-thirds of
what we pay forit and you do need yoru car with a sticker on it to be able
to enter into the military compounds. So trust me, they're still going to
be driving. Now what happens after 5:00 on this route? It's going to
totally deserted. And my opinion to the City is that maybe what we need
is a wiki-wiki system that will serve that area and maybe at 6:00 we just
cut it off. Why are we going to have a route running down to the airport
with nobody sitting on it except people going back to Kapolei? Is it not
for everybody in Honolulu? Why just only people in Kapolei.

Thank you.
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| wish to comment on noise considerations for the proposed new transit
system for Honolulu having been a practicing acoustical engineer in
Hawaii for over 20 years.

The most important thing is to have reasonable background noise levels
in your home wherein you can use normal voice, TV and radio sound
levels when a train goes by. You should not have to use strained, loud
voices to talk to each other or to raise your TV remote volume every time
atrain passes by. During the quiet night time you should not be
awaken by train passes.

The Department of Housing and Urban Development (reference 1)
states: “Noise can cause or increase sleeplessness, irritability and
anxiety. There have been numerous acts of violence, including murder,
associated with noise. Noise negatively impacts health, safety, comfort
and productivity”.

Different Federal Agencies have different noise impact rules to protect
you from excessive noise.

EPA recommends that ideally interior background noise levels of 45
decibels dBA Leq for residences (reference 2). In reference 1 HUD's
regulations do not contain standards for interior noise levels. Rather a
goal of 45 decibels is set forth and the attenuation requirements are
geared toward achieving that goal. It is assumed that with standard
construction any building will provide sufficient attenuation so that if the
exterior level is 65 dBA Ldn or less, the interior level will be 45 dBA Ldn
or less (the outdoor-to-indoor noise reduction implied is 20dBA).

Here in Hawaii many hundreds of housing units face traffic (and
potentially transit) noise sources with open sliding glass doors on their
lanais and open glass jaulosie windows having outdoor-to-indoor noise
reductions of 10dBA or less allowing noise inside the homes that is
subjectively twice (or more) as noisy as a 20 dBA noise reduction.

The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) suggests interior levels of
52 decibels as being acceptable by taking "Feasibility" and
"Reasonableness" into account. (Table 3-4, reference 3). The Federal
Transit Administration (FTA) does not explicitly recommend acceptable
indoor noise levels, but assumes that typical housing has 'quality’
windows that are closed providing an outdoor-to-indoor noise reduction
of 25dBA and honors HUD's exterior level of 65 dBA Ldn (page 3-10,
reference 3).

Improper transit noise studies could lead to many families suffering
excessive noise inside their homes. There could be class action law
suits after the mainland consultants and contractors are gone. The
DEIS must address the additional noise impact caused by many homes
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now using natural ventilation year around with open lanai doors and
windows and not the assumption that the 'typical' home has closed
fenestration. After litigation, many hundreds of homes could get the
needed new windows and doors to close for reducing traffic and transit
noise as well as the needed air-conditioning. Who pays for this and the
extra electric bill costs? Who pays the attorneys fees? What are the
carbon energy footprint implications of all these additional AC units?

From the DEIS report | have these comments as well as technical
questions which are numbered and underlined.

A) According to the Honolulu Advertiser article on 3/11/08, “severe
noise” may occur at 55 locations, all at Salt Lake, and “moderate noise”
at 397 other locations ...". This article only mentioned Federal Highway
Administration (FHWA) rules from a Parsons Brinckerhoff's report dated
5/07/08.

The DEIS, now shows zero (0) “severe” noise impacts and “moderate”
impact at only 49 locations and

seems to only mention Federal Transit Administration (FTA) rules. The
Executive Summary states there are only 18 to 24 residential buildings
subjected to “moderate impact”.

Itis now understood that the impact calculations in the 3/11/08 article did
not include any noise reduction measures (reference 4).

A-1 Please explain what factors or considerations changed the overall
noise analysis so favorably — noise reduction measures or noise impact
criteria rules or what?

B) B-1 What source noise mitigation measures were assumed in the
DEIS analysis?

B-2 Was slowing down the trains in any areas utilized to develop the
final analyses to reduce noise impact in sensitive areas?

According to the Executive Summary in the DEIS, parapet walls and
wheel skirts would only reduce noise levels by 2 to 5 dBA. The DEIS
states that “sound-absorptive materials in the track area” and other
mitigation measures will be evaluated during the preliminary engineering
stage. Reference 3, Chapter 6 also states: “These mitigation measures
work to maintain a rail system in its as-new condition. Without
incorporating them into the system, noise levels could increase up to 10
dB.”

B-3 When will these source mitigation measures be shown in the cost
studies?

B-4 Shouldn't the DEIS state that specifications and maintenance of
mitigation measures should include significant penalties for non-
compliance? (reference 3, Chapter 6)

C) The low parapet walls allow a strong one-bounce noise path off the

sides of the train to propagate to high-rise locations. See Figure 2.8 in
reference 3.
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C-1 Was sound absorption in the parapet walls considered to abate this
phenomenon?
C-2 If not, why not?)

D) In Reference 3, Section 3.3, Pg. 3-14; it states “In some cases, both
FHWA and FTA methods should be used, such as when both highway
and transit cause significant noise, but at different times of day. An
example would be a transit alignment that shares the right- of-way with
an arterial road with heavy traffic. Traffic noise may dominate during the
peak commuting hours but not during off-peak periods when transit
continues to operate. In this case, both sets of criteria would be used to
determine whether impact occurs from neither, one or each mode.”

D)D-1 Have FHWA noise impact and mitigation methods been utilized
in developing the DEIS, and, if not, why not?

E) Hawaii's famous weather allows natural ventilation in most homes
with open windows all year around. This causes all types of traffic
noise commonly to be at least twice as noisy inside many typical
Hawaiian homes compared to typical homes on the mainland. FTA
Standards assume that “typical buildings” have “about 25dBA outdoor-
to-indoor noise reduction” with windows closed (Page 3-10, reference 3).
| have measured outdoor-to-indoor nose reductions of only 7dBA with
opened glass louvered windows and open lanai sliding glass doors
having direct line-of-sight to the noise source. For example, such
conditions will exist along Salt Lake Blvd. Perhaps 10dBA should be
used for open Hawaiian housing.

E-1 Were outdoor-to-indoor noise reduction data of typical open
fenestration obtained from measurements or the literature?

E-2 Was the quality of fenestration in buildings considered since it
includes:

a) open to closed sliding doors on lanais; b) open jalousies to closed
jalousies with window AC units and c) open sliding glass windows to
fixed glass windows with central AC.?

E-3 For estimating noise mitigation costs what interior noise level was
considered acceptable?

E-4 Was there a count of housing units requiring AC units for sound
proofing and some consideration of operating costs for the home owner?

F) To account for such unigue phenomena, Table 3-4, FHWA
Abatement Criteria in reference 3 states that FHWA allows individual
state agencies (with their consultants) to define the actual criteria that
trigger mitigation studies (sound proofing) of potentially impacted
residences. Table 3-4 implies outdoor-to-indoor noise reductions of 15
dBA can be assumed to allow outdoor noise levels of 67dBA Leq(h) to
be the triggering criteria noise level for sound proofing of homes allowing
52dBA Leq(h) inside the homes.
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Note for homes with normal, closed windows; the 67dBA triggering
outdoor noise level allows about 7dB more (may be twice as noisy) than
recommended by EPA (reference 2) for interior levels. For homes with
open windows and doors, interior levels may be about 15dBA greater
(maybe three times noisier) than EPA's recommendations. Our state
agency (with their consultants) should address our unique low outdoor-to
indoor noise reduction for our many naturally ventilated homes.

In mainland housing with heating and/or air conditioning, sound proofing
may include replacing or upgrading windows and doors. As a starting
point, reference 3, page 3-15, considers the cost range of $25,000 to
$30,000 (2002 mainland dollars) per benefited residence to be
reasonable. This estimate does not include some kind of air
conditioning that would have to be considered in sound proofing
naturally ventilated Hawaiian homes.

F-1 Were any estimates calculated for noise levels inside typical homes
along the guideway and, if so, what levels were found?

G) Reference 3, Section 6.5 states: maximum noise level “is often
desirable to include computations of L max in environmental
documents, particularly for rail projects, because the noise from an
individual train passby is quite distinguishable from the existing
background noise” L max ....should be reported in environmental
documents.”

G-1 Were maximum noise levels calculated? If not, why not?

H) How noisy would the proposed transit system be to residents with
open windows and doors if there was no motor vehicle traffic noise?
Using outdoors-to-indoors noise reductions of 10 dBA, the transit "Noise
Exposure" levels shown in Figures 4-39 to 4-42 indicate that 91% of all
42 residential locations measured would be in excess of HUD guidelines
and 29% would be in excess of FHWA guidelines.

Over the next decade or so, the makeup of motor vehicular traffic may
be radically modified e.g. there may be all electric vehicles such that
engine noise would be substantially reduced. Also it is possible that
tire/road interfacing noise may be reduced by new breakthroughs in tire
tread design and road pavement design as will as enforcing vehicle
speed limits by high-tech devices.

H-1 Were these possibilities considered?

I) Reference 3, Chapter 3, Table 3.3 notes that the "Allowed Noise
Exposure Increases" decrease as the cumulative noise level increases.
“The justification for this is that people already exposed to high levels of
noise should be expected to tolerate only a small increase in the amount
of noise in their community.”

The "Existing Ldn" traffic noise levels shown in Figures 4-39 to 4-42
indicate that about three-fourths (75%) of all 42 residential locations with
closed windows are in excess of HUD and FHWA guidelines and that all
(100%) of housing with open fenestration are in excess of HUD
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guidelines and 79% are in excess of FHWA guidelines.

Thus most residents along the proposed guideway are already exposed
to high levels of traffic noise, it is predictable that some residents may
complain about the additional noise from the transit and take legal
action, particularly since the new noise will be quite distinguishable from
the existing background noise.

Note that in some cases the transit noise may dominate over regular
traffic during peak rush hours when traffic slows down to stop-and-go
levels (Levels of Service D through F) as well as after, say 10 pm,
causing residents to positively identify transit noises and to be more
conscious and irritative of them during times of high cumulative noise
levels.

I-1 Because building noise reduction is so low in so many residential
units and people may be already irritated by high traffic noise levels,
does it not behoove the project to incorporate all stated noise mitigation
measures shown in reference 3, Table 6-12 in order to improve the
lifestyle of impacted residents as well to reduce the probability of class
action law suits?

Reference 1 U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development,
HUDnoise.com

Reference 2 “EPA Levels Document”, EPA 550/9-79-100, Nov. 1978

Reference 3 “Transit Noise and Vibration Impact Assessment”, FTA-
VA-90-1003-06, May 2006

Reference 4 the DEIS, “The Sound of Transit Operations” by
Lawrence Spurgen
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Telephone :

Telephone Extension :
Add to Mailing List :
Submission Method :
Other Submission Method :
Submission Date :

Initial Action Needed
1/15/2009

KATHLEEN
MEIER

629 PALAWIKI STREET

KAILUA

HI

96734
KMEIER-CPA@HAWAII.RR.COM
808.263.8884

Both
Website

01/15/2009
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Submission Content/Notes : MY CONCERNS:

1. OUR PROJECT IS AN ELEVATED, HEAVY RAIL SYSTEM - NOT
LIGHT RAIL

2. TOTAL COSTS ESTIMATES OF THE RAIL ARE NOT LINE LINE
WITH OTHER SYSTEMS RECENTLY EMPLOYED

3. FUNDS PROVIDED BY TOURIST GET PAYMENTS ARE ALREADY
SIGNIFICANTLY LESS THAT ESTIMATED AND THIS TREND WILL
CONTINUE

4. THE CITY IS FACING MONUMENTAL FINANCIAL COMMITMENTS
FOR SEWER, ROADS, AND LANDFILL PROJECTS

5. THE RECENTLY ANNOUNCED CONTRAFLOW LANES AND
MIDDLE STREET LANES ON THE FREEWAY SHOULD ALEVIATE
ALOT OF CONGESTION. THE NEED FOR A RAIL SYSTEM SHOULD
BE REVISITED ONCE THESE CHANGES HAVE BEEN
IMPLEMENTED.

6. THE RAIL IS AN INFLEXIBLE SYSTEM THAT CANNOT AVAIL
ITSELF
OF NEW TECHNOLOGY.

7. CALTRANS AND UC BERKLEY ARE CONDUCTING AN
AUTOMATED BUS GUIDANCE SYSTEM - A MAGNETIC GUIDANCE
SYSTEM DEMONSTRATION PROJECT IN SAN LEANDRO [ ALSO IN
EUGENE, OREGON]. THE ESTIMATED COSTS FOR BUS RAPID
TRANSIT ARE MATERIALLY LESS THAN LIGHT RAIL NOT TO
MENTION HEAVY RAIL.

8. 1 DO NOT BELIEVE THE PROJECTED RIDERSHIP WILL
TRANSLATE TO ACTUAL RIDERSHIP AND THAT THE ACTUAL
RIDERSHIP WILL NOT RESULT IN SIGNIFICANT RELIEF.

9. TECHNOLOGY IS RAPIDLY CHANGING ALL ASPECTS OF OUR
LIVES - TELECOMMUTING FOR WORK AND SCHOOLING,

ELECTRIC & FUEL CELL CARS. WE NEED A SYSTEM THAT CAN
BE ADAPTABLE TO OUR CHANGING NEEDS AND TECHNOLOGY.

10. AN ELEVATED RAIL SYSTEM IS TRULY CONTRARY TO A
HAWAII SENSE OF PLACE. STATIONS EQUIPED WITH
ESCALATORS, ELEVATORS, BATHROOMS AND SHELTERS ARE
GRAFFITI MAGNETS.

PLEASE BE CAREFUL WITH OUR AND FUTURE GENERATION'S

MONEY.
Reply Requested : Yes
Submission Type : Draft EIS Comment
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HONOLULU FIRE DEPARTMENT
CITYANDCOUNTYOFHONOLULU

636 South Street
Honeluly, Hawali 96613-6007
Phone: 808-723-7138  Fax: 808-723-7111 Intemet: www.honolutu.goviid

MUF: HANNEMANN KENNETH G. SILVA
MAYOR FIRE CHIEF

ALVIN K. TOMITA

DEPUTY FIRE CHIEF

November 28, 2008

TO: WAYNE YOSHIOKA, DIRECTOR
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION SERVICES

FROM; KENNETH G. SILVA, FIRE CHIEF

SUBJECT: HONOLULU HIGH-CAPACITY TRANSIT CORRIDOR PROJECT
DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT

In response to your letter of November 12, 2008, regarding the above-mentioned subject, the
Honolulu Fire Department (HFD) reviewed the material provided and requires that the following

be complied with:

1. Provide a fire apparatus access road for every facility, building, or portion of a
building hersafter constructed or moved into or within the jurisdiction when
any poriion of the facility or any portion of an exterior wall of the first story of
the building is located more than 150 feet (45 720 mm) from a fire apparatus
access road as measured by an approved route around the exterior of the
building or facility. (1997 Uniform Fire Code, Section 902.2.1.)

. Provide a water supply, approved by the county, capable of supplying the
required fire flow for fire protection to all premises upon which facilities or
buildings, or portions thereof, are hereafter constructed or moved into or

within the county.

On-site fire hydrants and mains capable of supplying the required fire flow
shall be provided when any portion of the facility or building is in excess of
the 150 feet (45 720 mm) from a water supply on a fire apparatus access road,
as measured by an approved route around the exterior of the facility or
building. (1997 Uniform Fire Code, Section 903.2, as amended.)

3. Submit civil drawings to the HFD for review and approval, e 8
3. ©
@ 3 oy
S m L) Y
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533 i
O i
o h:) -
£ -~ M
2 — o
jak > -

ARO00057347



Wayne Yoshioka, Director
Page 2
November 28, 2008

Should you have any questions, please call Battalion Chief Socrates Bratakos of our Fire

Prevention Bureau at 723-7151.
e e LK

KENNETH G. SILVA
Fire Chief

KGS/8Y:jl

cc: Ted Matley, FTA Region IX
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DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION
CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU

KAPOLE! HALE » 1000 ULUOHIA STREET, SUITE 309 ¢ KAPOLEI. HAWAII 96707
TELEPHONE: (B0B8) 768-3003 « FAX: (BOB) 768-7053 » INTERNET: www.honolul.gav

LESTER K.C. CHANG
DIRECTOR

MUF] HANNEMANN

MAYOR
GAIL Y. HARAGUCHI

DEFUTY DIRECTOR

December 8, 2008
TO: WAYNE Y. YOSHIOKA, DIRECTOR
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION SERVICES

FROM: LESTER K. C. CHANG, D]RECTOR

SUBJECT: DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT
HONOLULU HIGH-CAPACITY TRANSIT CORRIDOR PROJECT

Thank you for the opportunity to review and comment on the Draft Environmental
Assessment for the Honolulu High-Capacity Transit Corridor Project.

The Department of Parks and Recreation has no comment.

Should you have any questions, please contact Mr. John Reid, Planner, at 768-3017.

L
LESTER K. C. CHANG
Director
LKCC:jr
(289178)
cc: Office of Environmental Control
Ted Matley, FTA Region IX
[ e J
o
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December 8, 2008

Mr. Wayne Yoshioka :

Director of Transportation Services
City and County of Honolulu

650 S. King-St., 3™ Floor
Honoluli:, HI 96813

Dear Mr. Yoshioka;

I have several questions regarding issues I feel are not adequately addressed in the
. Draft Environmental Impact Statement which was issued far too late for the
* voting public to review and, therefore, has become suspect of political overtones.

I am relieved that the Airport route is now being considered rather than the Salt
Lake Route. I have been deeply concerned and depressed at the thought of this
mammoth project running the length of our beautiful neighborhoods of Foster
Village, Aliamanu and Salt Lake. I continue to be concerned about the aesthetics
of this structure and its impact on the beauty of the Ewa flatlands and the
overwhelming “bigness™ of all that concrete running through the city areas. The
stations also appear to be massive structures. I do not feel the DEIS has
sufficiently addressed the issue of the visual effect of the transit system.

How will overhead structures, the noise and vibration levels and the interference
during construction affect the many businesses and schools along the alignment?
Will the businesses and schools be able to continue operation?

At the end of this project, the City will be forced to pay outrageous prices for
. property because land owners will have the upper hand. How:-seriously has the
possibility of setting up a temporary rail yard near the airport or Aloha Stadmm
_been considered? 3

I'would also like to know what the fisture of Aloun Farms will be if they ﬁt
forced to relocate. : i

b1 €< QHI306C

ga41=273Yy

3 AN R}
Uiz

3415 Kahikolu Way
" Honolulu, HI 96818

cc: Mr. Ted Matley, FTA Region IX
Governor Linda Lingle

ARO00057350



Department of Transportation- 12/8/08
650 South KING Street, 3rd Floor]
“Honolulu, HI 96813

Dear Mayor of Honolulu: 12/6/08
It is time that the State took a position on
the economic feasibility of rail rapid transit.
The bill for elevated transit became law
without the signature of the Govenor.

The public vote on rail was close. and
forecast future dissension. Subsequently,
the visitor count has gone down, while the
estimated cost of rail transit has gone up.
The State has the responsibil.ity to consider

the impact of these developments on the

future of rail transit, and to report to the

ARO00057351



publlic,

The Govenor must take a position on the
eéonomic feasibility of rail transit before he
can sign the draft Environmental Impact
Statement into law. Please tell him SO,
orally or in writing, and that the former
State Director of Transportation for
Govenors Burns and Ariyoshi said so.

| have been a Democrat for 99.8 years

Sincerely, &. Q Vir,d-.g,{?ac
E, Alvey Wright

ARO00057352



Garry P. Smith
91-321 Pupu Place
Ewa Beach, Hi 86706

Dec. 7, 2008

City Dept. of Transportation
Attn: DEIS Comments

Mr. Wayne Yoshioka

Director Department of Transportation Services
City and County of Honolulu

650 South King Street Third Floor

Honoluly, Hi 96813

Dear Sir,

Please accept this as a comment concerning the DEIS on the proposed Rail Transit System being
considered by the City and County of Honolulu.

1. The DEIS shows that the proposed system bypasses the most heavily congested area on the
Leeward Coast-Ewa Beach. The purported purpose of the entire rail system is to provide an
alternative for commuters coming from congested areas. The beginning of the rail system is
more than 3.7 miles from Ewa Beach requiring us to drive or bus over heavily congested Ft.
Weaver Rd. or the yet to be built North/South road. During peak traffic hours it can take 45
minutes to drive from Ewa Beach to H1 Freeway, even with the widening of Ft, Weaver Rd. and
building of North/South Rd. it will take 30 minutes from Ewa Beach (end of Ft. Weaver Rd.) to
the train station. Development in Ewa Beach will be far greater than in Kapolei or Waipahu yet
these communities have their own station. Why does the DEIS not make provisions for

including a station in the heart of the traffic congestion making us wajt 15-20 years for a Phase Ii
that might not ever be built?

2. The DEIS discloses that a train station is being built in a vacant field that has been bought by
developer D R Horton to develop an 11,000 home community called Hoopili. The station s
expected to provide significant enhancements to this developers project at great cost to the city
and federal governments. Why is the city giving preference to a developer in,assigninﬁtation
to this location while ignoring developments all ready built or in immediate r§eq_f of
transportation services? - g i

- CF
Thank you for your response to my comments. 2

Garry P. S Itpi; ;

pg 1 dld 6 320
a3AI323Y
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Jack R. Corteway

1525 Wilder Avenue, Apt. #504
Honolulu, Hawaii 96822

December 5, 2008

Department of Transportation Services
650 South King Street

3rd Floor

Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Dear Department of Transportation:

In my judgment, it makes more sense if the first leg starts downtown
and goes to Salt Lake and then Pearl City to secure significant ridership.
If you begin at Kapolei and just go to Pearl City, I can’t imagine many

people riding,.

Aloha,

Jack Cortewa

FAIANY

LB

#E 24 6 33086

QIAI303Y
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7 December 2008
City and County Director of Transportation

Services
Atnn: Wayne Yoshioka
Subject: DEIS for Rail Transit System

I want to make a comment and receive a
response concerning the DEIS on the Mayor’s

Rail Transit DEIS.
In Hawall whenever construction 1is

a.
Hawaiian bones or iwi are found.

done,
This creates tremendous delays in

congstruction and increased costs.
DEIS does not adequately address this
issue ag it will become the major

issue of the construction. I want to
know what the contractors will do and
what provisions have been made to pay

The

for the increases in costs and
community concerns when construction

nearths Hawaiian bones.

Earl Arakaki”
ﬁ &
91-030 Amio, St. , Ewa Beach, Hi 96706 =~
e o m
or ﬂ
= o [
g ~ T
Z A T I
et (%Y C:
: .
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December 5, 2008

To: Mr. Wayné Yoshioka, City director of transportation
From: Pam Smith, 91-321 Pupu Place, ewa beach 96706

I want to make a comment on the Draft environmental Impact
statement up for public review at this time. 1 would like this
comment to be answered.

My comment is that with the-%i;"-ye\ ktate and national economy
sputtering and tax revenues being reduced dramatically the
original funding for the rail system won’t be enough to now build
* it. Property taxes are going to go down so the city can’t tap into
that. The state won’t ralse the Get another 22% so where is the
city going to get the difference between the original GET revenue
and the new forecasted lower revenue?

In this same area, if property taxes go down because valuations
have gone down, how wiil the city pay for the operating and
maintenance expenses on this system which will be substantiai?

Please respond with your answers:

-
. i : m
Pam Smith 2d e o
P.0. Box 2242 = <
Ewa Beach, Hi 96706 - 2F w O
3925559
Qﬂ‘\l‘L‘\\&(k L"‘
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Kaka’ako Business and Landowners Association
P.O.BOX 898
Honolulu, HI 96308
Tel: {808) 597-1102 Fax: (808) 591-6634

Mr. Ted Matley November 28, 2008
U.S. Department of Transportation

Federal Transit Administration - Region IX

201 Mission Street, Suite 1650

San Francisco, CA 94105

Mr. Wayne Y. Yoshioka

Department of Transportation Services
City and County of Honolulu

650 South King Street, 3™ Floor
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Re:  Request to extend the January 7, 2009 deadline for comments on the Honolulu
High-Capacity Transit Corridor Project Draft EIS/Section 4(f) Evaluation

Dear Messrs. Matley and Yoshioka,

Kaka’ako Business and Landowners Association is a group of small businesses and landowners
in Central Kaka’ako. We are requesting that the deadline for the comment period be extended
two months beyond the January 7, 2009 deadline.

We will all be greatly impacted by the transit route through and stations in Kaka’ako. Some of
us will be impacted more than others because of partial and full property condemnation. So it is
important for us to try to understand the details of the draft EIS in order to submit comments.
We do not have the expertise in this field nor do we have the staff to study the draft EIS. Tt will
take us time to absorb all that is in the EIS. But because we are small businesses owners, we
spend all of our time on our businesses and in these difficult economic times, it is all the more
important that we keep an eye on our business. Compounding the issue is that December is the
busiest time of the year for us and in January, many of us are closing our books for the fiscal
year. We cannot afford to neglect our businesses.

e
]

]
By extending the comment period two months beyond January 7, 2009, it will get us pasﬁe L
holidays and our year end closing and also give us the time to learn about the ﬁS 'ﬁroces%nd torg
A =1

make sensible comments.

o

Your consideration will be greatly appreciated.

Sinierely :

Dexter Okada

Al

a3i
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Ml General Growth Properties, Inc.

December 3, 2008

Mr. Ted Matley

FTA Region IX

201 Mission Street, Suite 1650
San Francisco, CA 94105

Mr. Wayne Y. Yoshioka, Director
Department of Transportation Services
City and County of Honolulu

650 South King Street, 3™ Floor
Honoluly, HI 96813

Dear Mr. Matley and Mr. Yoshioka,

General Growth Properties (GGP) has begun its review of the Honolulu High-
Capacity Transit Corridor Project Draft Environmental Impact Statement/Section 4(f)
Evaluation and is aware of the request for comments by January 7, 2009.

GGP’s properties at Ward Centers and Ala Moana Center will both be impacted
by the transit project. We request an extension of the comment deadline to allow us to
fully study the impacts. An extension is needed to allow sufficient time to review all of
the documents and secure the assistance of any necessary consultants, The current
timeframe for review runs through a very busy holiday period, which will make it -
difficult for affected businesses and residents to provide meaningful input.

We respectfully request that the deadline for comments be extended by an
additional 75 days to March 23, 2009. Thank you for your consideration of this request.

Sincerely,

3n Yokota

Vice President-Development, Hagraid Regiog

=i

Gdinae

Limited Partnership ) =
- = .

1441 Kapiofani Bivd., Ste 202 5 =
-
Honolulu, Hawaii 86814 -

O7AI3234

L1

Development Design
& Construction
Hawall Reglon
Phone 808-947-3788
Fax 808-947-3980 .
www.ggp.com
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Michael P. Rethman

47-140 Heno Place
Kane’ohe, Hawai’i 96744-5608

December 28, 2008

Mr. Wayne Yoshioka,
Director, Dept. of Transportation Services

City and County of Honolulu
650 South King Street
Honoluluy, HI 96813

Alcha Mr, Yoshioka:
RE: Draft Environmental Impact Statement for proposed Oahu train

transit system
Please include my comments/questions among those regarding the EIS

now underway.

Although I believe that there are a few good reasons to build an elevated
rail transit system on Oahu as well as plenty of good economic, cultural
and esthetic reasons not to build it, please consider and answer the

following questions:

1) What happens when the electricity fails island-wide for 10-20 hours
as has happened twice in the past two years? Will hundreds or
thousands of folks find themselves trapped on trains? Will there be
a police or other quick-response force devoted specifically devoted
to the transit system crime or mechanical failures as exist
elsewhere? Is this need budgeted?
2} If the system has backup power capabilities, have these been
included in the budget and are these facilities part of the EIS?

3) Even with no blackouts, how/where/when will Oahu generate the
additional electricity needed to power the trains? (It's my
understanding that Cahu already faces problems associated with

meeting its peak-load electrical demands.) 2 &

., &
Thanks for considering and answering these pertinent questi%hg% g; o
: FE9 e m

. ko ~—
Sincerely, 33 <)
i Rl ~o <

“ “w

239-7972_
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3810 Loahi fva. 6204 /7/5 p/cLCé o

olulu t
Monday, November 10, 2008 M

Dear Mayor Hanneman and Mr. D’Jou: gﬂ«(\

Pls accept my feelings on the rapid transit that now has been voted in. [ am from
Vancouver, Canada, where of course we have an outstanding system, | believe
Honolulu is basing their system on Vancouver's. | am used to riding the VCR
system and it is outstanding,

My big fear is that Honolulu won't get it right. | ride the BUS occasionally to my
job at Kaiser Hosp and find the bus to very inefficient, and so | am afraid that the
train will be inefficient.

| feel the only way to get an efficient train is to make sure that the “good of the
whole” is served and not just a minority group ie: Salt Lake residents. If the good
of the whole population is served, then there will be links to the airport, UH, Ala
Moana and Waikiki. If the city decides to go with what is good for the minority, |
see a very inefficient system with low ridership and a waste of taxpayer's money
and | would be resentful of my tax dollars going to fund a system that serves the
minority.

Putting a link to Salt Lake and not the airport would be the height of stupidity. It
would symbolize that we are NOT a progressive city. Every progressive city links
rapid transit to the airport. Honolulu, especially, should have a link to the airport,
as tourism is our number 1 industry. Right now you cannot take luggage on the
#42 bus to the airport which is ludicrous, it does not make sense. In Vancouver,
you can take luggage on the airport city bus routes and they are also building an
airport link that arriving tourist can take right to downtown in 22 min.

Mr Cachola may need to understand that Honolulu must do what is best for the
whole/majority of the island and that just because his constituents want a link to
Ala Moana mall to spend the day is not a reason to put a SL link in before
serving the airport. The majority must be served before the minority is served.

Mr. Hanneman, please get it right and do the right thing with the links, and plea
also allow luggage on the frain. Having a train to the airport and not allowing_,
uggage would be ludicrous. Also, luggage should be allowed on the, city busas

that will link to the train. Please make this a modem and efficient ang yser S o
friendly to the people system. S 2 fo TC“_}
Sgy
Thank you, Anna Kerr RN at Kaiser Hospital and resident of Diamont—gﬁ%ad arga m
924-6694 B o 2=
@ m
22 o Y

Y M [
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RECORD # 410 DETAILS
Status :

Creation Date :

Creator Affiliation :
First Name :

Last Name :
Business/Organization :
Address :

Alternative Preference :
Apt./Suite No. :

City :

State :

Zip Code :

Email :

Telephone :

Telephone Extension :
Add to Mailing List :
Submission Method :

Other Submission Method :

Submission Date :

Submission Content/Notes :

Reply Requested :
Submission Type :

FOIA (Freedom of
Information Request)
Request :

FOIA Referral Date :
FOIA Response Date :

Initial Action Needed
1/15/2009

Daniel

Ogura

none

1919 citron st. #301

301

honolulu

HI

96826
danielogura@ureach.com

Email
Website

01/15/2009

| would like to find out address of properties in Mccully Mailili area that

will be for rail station. | looked at map
and one spot looks like ala wai park

next to Kapiolani and Mccully.

that would be great because it would not

affect apartment rentals
Yes
Draft EIS Comment
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RECORD # 411 DETAILS
Status :

Creation Date :

Creator Affiliation :
First Name :

Last Name :
Business/Organization :
Address :

Alternative Preference :
Apt./Suite No. :

City :

State :

Zip Code :

Email :

Telephone :

Telephone Extension :
Add to Mailing List :
Submission Method :

Other Submission Method :

Submission Date :

Submission Content/Notes :

Reply Requested :
Submission Type :

FOIA (Freedom of
Information Request)
Request :

FOIA Referral Date :
FOIA Response Date :

Initial Action Needed
1/15/2009

Melissa
Crisostomo

95-1011 Liho St.

Mililani

HI

96789
rolmelcrsstm@hawaiiantel.net

Both
Website

01/15/2009

Have you considered the effects of global warming and the rising of the
sea levels in the next 50 years? If the sea level rises approx. 20 feet (6
meters), then many of the areas where the transit area will be running
will be under water. See this weblink to the Hawaii Mapping Research
Group working with the UH School of Ocean and Earth Science and
Technology (SOEST)

http:/lwww.soest. hawaii.edu/hmrg/FloodingOahu/stepbystep_oahu.php

Yes
Draft EIS Comment
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R7 168286038

Chang, Deanna

From: Leonard Withington, Jr {makikistop@yahoo.com)
Sent:  Friday, November 21, 2008 4:43 PM

To: Chang, Deanna : g
Subject: pLEASE SUBMITT TO RECORD »
. 85 3
. Thanks for taking my call. Testimony forthcoming ~N =
! . . . & Hen
- To the committee on Transportation and Public Works - =
| © 3
November 15, 2008 o

SALT LAKE VS AIRPORT ROUTE (REAL SERVICE TO REAL COMMUTER
USERS)

- I wish you would listen to the Salt Lake/Ali’manu/Foster Village neighborhood board
~ members testimony. They have spent a lot of effort to work with Romy C

- History

For 18 years (1977 to 1996) I was a resident of Salt Lake. Back in the 70’ and 80’
Councilperson Donna Mercado Kim vastly improved the bus line #12 (Presently the

#3.) Due to these great improvements, the Moanalua/Salt Lake/Ali’amanu communities
improved real service to real commuter users. I have used mass transit for 14 years now.
The service is excellent.

Airport/Hickam/Pearl Harbor History

We’ve always had poor bus service to this area. Only Nimitz and Kam highway service
is used. Bus #19 to Airport/Hickam travels every hour To enter Hickam the rider must
have a US Government ID on the bus. Bus #9 provides hourly service to Nimitz Gate
only (Big deal). Bus #9 goes on the base only during the regular commute hours and
must also have a Government 1D,

The #20 and #42, plus the Kam highway routes go by the airport and Pearl Harbor,
provide spotty airport visitor bus service. Luggage service on all busses is discouraged
(restricted). Will visitors with luggage be allowed on hub and spoke bus service from Ala
Moana Shopping Center to Waikiki hotels?

Market Analysis
I really think the survey which says that 7,000 more riders will use the Airport Route is
flawed. I would think the Salt Lake corridor would be 7,000 more ridership than the

11/24/2008
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Airport route. Customers from Halawa Heights, Red Hill, Foster Village, Moanalua
Valley, Salt Lake and Ma’punapuna would utilize the hub and spoke bus service to the
Sait Lake Blvd rail corridor. They will not drive to Pearl Harbor or Damon Track

- (Airport) areas. What makes the high speed rail work is high speed between terminals
and limited stops. I really think 19 stops are too many.

~ If you are going to have a hub and spoke bus service with “park and ride” facilities at the
stations, you can cut back 5 — 6 stops, so that the 40 minute ride becomes a 30 or 35
~ minute commute to the bus transfer stations. Start to stop xxxxx Kapolei to AMC

Remember Express Route A. The original UH (Sinclair Library) to Kalihi Transit Center
. provided limited stops, every 10 minutes. This system worked real well. They then
added the Waipahu final destination and put stops at McCully Kamakee, Kokea, Gulick
- streets slowing the service down. That really screwed up the A Express Route. Once
- again we need limited stops and high speed. The new rail route would be from Aloha
. Stadium to Iwilei is much faster than the airport.

' Be real when it comes to moving the masses with speed

. The successful mass transit systems should move all customers with speed. Why else

- have an expensive system. Proven good service will change most car riders to consider
- alternative forms of transportation.

Leonard Withington, Jr.

1326 Piikoi Street #202

Honolulu, HI 96814

¢-mail makikistop@yahoo.com
(808) 535-9779

11/24/2008
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24 November 2008

Mr. Wayne Yoshioka P.E. Director
Department of Transportation Services
650 South King Street 3rd Fir.
Honolulu, H 96813

SUBJECT: Honolulu High Capacity Transit Corridor Project, Draft EIS

Dear Wayne:
Thank you for allowing me to comment on the draft EIS. | look forward to you response

to my comments below.

1. The Honoluly Advertiser (11/20/08) reported that limited rail service wilt become
available in 2013 between West Loch and Waipahu. Is this the firsi construction
phase of the project and is this equivalent to construction of the rail system
between the West Loch Station and the Waipahu Transit Center as depicted in
the draft EIS maps (Fig. 2-6)?

2. Figure 2-5 shows the rail following the North-South Road, then veering east
across the proposed Hoopili project area, makai of Farrington Highway.
However if you visit the DR Horton/ Hoopili web site they show the rail going all
the way up to Farrington and then turning east following the Farrington
alignment. Which is correct?

3. Table 4-1 (land use) states that 145 to 165 acres of existing land uses need to be
converted to “transportation use.” What is transportation use? s this a new land
use category, a new zoning designation?

4. Little is discussed in the draft with regards to the park and ride facilities. What
kind of parking capacity will they have? Will they be at grade lots or multi-level
structures? Will any special design guidelines be create for them or will only the
existing LUO standards be used? Will fees be charged for parking? How much?

5. | understand that the rail superstructure will be approximately 30 ft. in height. Is
this to the top or bottom of the superstructure?

Yours Truly
. 2 =
iz B x
2 m
st A
ARE WA
Michael S. Chu a0 S )]
126 Queen Street Suite 306 2% wo X
Honolulu, H! 96813 I B IFin
mchu-lpd@hawaii.rr.com 8" = ©
7
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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION SERVICES

CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU

550 SOUTH KING STREET, 3RD FLOOR =
HONOLULU, HAWA(I 86813 = (=~
Phone: (808) 768-8305 « Fax: (808) 523-4730 - internat: www honolulu.gov S -
» g == ]
MUFT HANNEMANN 3 m WAYNE'F(OSHIOKERZ
MAYOR T DREDTOR
ﬂ&g - C?
43 )
T i RICHARRF. TORRF.E :
X DEP RECTOR™ ™
| ~> “
oo :
3 5 ae A
November 12, 2008 2 m o [\
i -~

Dear Participant:

Subject: Honolulu High-Capacity Transit Corridor Project
Draft Environmental Impact Statement/Section 4 (f) Evaluation

Attached for your review and comment is a Draft Envirconmental
Impact Statement (EIS)/Section 4{f) Evaluation preparsd pursuant
to the National Environwmental Policy Act, Section 4(f) of the
U.S. Department of Transportation Act of 1966, State of Hawaii
EIS Law (Hawaii Revised Statutes, Chapter 343) and the State of
Hawaii EIS rules (Hawaii Administrative Rules, Title 11, Chapter
200} .

TITLE OF PROJECT: Honolulu High-Capacity Transit Corridor Project
LOCATION: Island of ‘O’ahu, Honolulu and ‘Ewa Districts

TAX MAP KEY NUMBERS: 1-1-2,3,4,6,7,10,35,64,71; 1-2-
3,9,13,17,18,26; 1-5-7,15,20,21,28; 2-1-14,27,30,31,50,52; 2-3-
2,4,7,38,39; 9-1-16,17,18; 9-4-8,11,17,18,47,48; 9-6-3,4; 9-7-
22,23,24; 5-8-9,14,15; 9-9-1,2,3,48,71,76: various parcels
AGENCY ACTION: X APPLICANT ACTION:

Your comments must be received or postmarked by January 7, 2009.

Please gend original comments to:
Mr. Wayne Y. Yoshioka, Director

iﬂﬂ'r'LJ . Department of Transportation Services
/Pﬂ(‘f/"ﬁf Adolres§ i City and County of Honolulu
Zartf Pre s f£ 650 South King Street, 3rd Floor

Honolulu, Hawaii 56813

Horr HT268 13
(808) 758-8303

g8e send copies of comments to OEQC and to:
Mr. Ted Matley
FTA Region IX
201 Mission Street, Suite 1650
San Francisco, California 94105

{(415) 744-3133
1l {20k

Thank you for your assistance in this important project.
Denr Ar. Voshioler
I Apree (0070 wof tle grliile frem M-Sk Aﬁfm’&/
M fpeele MAG. (1-19-08 . (e peecl A epustable

ASSessment QFfFte ofefpr/s D £ TS Liom Fel. boot-.

TARNEYOY .
ce! NAr. red /ﬂm—#/e)/ /%&,e
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24 MidWeek November 19, 2008
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A CONSERVATIVE ESTIIWATE Rick Hamada

Well, Romy, welcome !oﬁm n& begin with reganding this
¢lub. project. but the heavy-handed
Mayor Mufi Hannemann promotion of the project paid for
shook the hands of Cachola and . with your tax dollars remains &
Salt Lake representatives in bad taste in the mouth of many.

promising the rail route would Imagitie & scoop of Limburger ;
;Tun along Salt Lake v with kim chee on a ’ : 15 will
{ He needed Cachola's vote; aid; ce of bread. That com- ; ibove reproach.
; 1 the rail re-route from the M would be more & All the ressons

3 tohisdumamsednﬂegauons E
%of political gladhanding. Tt interesting that some
clearly was 2 political maneu- . of the mdre vocal critics of the
ver that became the calling card  rail project have thrown their

for opposing this
project exist. The
route, the cost,
the impact and

of the entire project. supportbehiingd the rail project. the alleviation of
dust,as the decision to award . The: gptionale is, “The voters d congested road-
the route to Sait Lake was alit- bhave * Yes, vote for rail ways still remain
the smefly, the ballots weren't ut it was less than fair, salient and rele-
even dry when the mayor, and and using taxpayer moncy on _vast issues.
a select gronp of councilmem- marketing remains outrageous.  JEEERRIEEE B I believe this
bers, flipped Romy and Salt 'I‘Imeuggsq‘gmodwm QR G | R muiti-billion doi-
Lake the bird and re-re-routed and debate the contents of an ERR TR B lor project is a
the xail back to the airpott. : EOIEN  wonderful vehicle
. [tnean, really, is anybody sur- to enrich a few at
: prised? the expense of
. Romy made a backdoor deal : § g the many. This is
cand gothit'inetge&kolewlae,: T -‘ ity 1 Is opset that he nmake-wzxtpm-
it wis slamitned -shut b oversight Gﬂm Rmny Crchal ject to keep a
‘mayor. As they say, if yo)t‘.l are stoensure . _Waadecelved about the rafl 1’“’]“‘- select group of

. gomg o glay

‘More of Mufi’s Rail Deceptlons

residents employed while beir
subsidized by their neighbor
‘This is not an economic stir
ulus project. It is a government
redistribution of wealth projec

I understand the polls ha
spoken. I respect the proces
But 1 don't think the process w
rcspcctful to us. Thc DE!

The public deserves the oppa
tumty to participate in th
ongoing process and reserves d
right to act accordingty if re
elations about the project con
pels them back to the poll
Remember, therc are tens o
thousands of signateres on d
Stop Rail Now ballot that cou
be expanded, thereby placing 4
question of rail on the 2010 be
lot.

The rail project is not a dox
deal.

the mud

Are Your GREATEST ASSETS!

sk < | Qahu: (808) 441-1117
’g:;grnﬁns;xf:m:g‘:ﬁ;: wie | Tol Eree Neighbor Islands:
iﬁﬂl‘d.hano: his a o i i ; (388) 879-8970

First and foremoit, the whol
propagandistic “ihdoctrination:

of the people with ad asuseum
pro-rail commeércials ianks as
oneofthcmostbhumlandom- g
1

NO DENTAL COVERAGE? ;
OVER YOUR INSURANCE MAXIMUM? |
NO PROBLEM.

-
«Up 1675% off of original service fees -
« Fined out-of-pocket costs

« No annual dollar maximums

+ No waiting periods

+ Cholce of participating dentists
3 'M”ﬂﬁj-ﬁflﬂﬁmmherﬂrﬁmmmm

You Deserve To Look And Feel Good For The Holidays And New Year.
- “Treat Yoursclf To A EREE Dental Exarn, X-rays And Expert Advice.
Manday, ll.’leOB'I'luuugh sam:dzy_mzf -
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RECORD # 418 DETAILS
Status :

Creation Date :

Creator Affiliation :

First Name :

Last Name :
Business/Organization :
Address :

Alternative Preference :
Apt./Suite No. :

City :

State :

Zip Code :

Email :

Telephone :

Telephone Extension :
Add to Mailing List :
Submission Method :
Other Submission Method :
Submission Date :

Initial Action Needed
1/16/2009

Jayne

Kim

Eki Cyclery

1603 Dillingham Blvd

Honolulu

HI

96817
eki@aloha.com
808-847-2005

Email
Website

01/16/2009
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Submission Content/Notes : 1) We are lessees on Kamahameha Schools property on Dillingham
and attended the meeting held at KS on 12/18/08. We occupy TMK: 1-
5-28:66 and it looks as though a pillar will be right in front of our
showroom window. We are wondering if this is correct and if so, can the
location of that pillar be revisited? If you move 30-40ft ewa, it would be
in front of our bldg wall, and if you move 50-60ft dhead it'lll be in front of a
parking lot. How big are the pillars?

2) What will visibility be like for motorists as they travel Dillingham
looking for businesses? Will they be able to see our current signage? If
not, how will the city address this?

3) Our business will be impacted. How much so is anyone's guess.
Will we be compensated at all with relief from RPT perhaps? And has
this all been figured into the budget?

4) At what point will we be informed as to how much of our front parking
lot will be affected? When the BRT talks were in the works, 6 - 7 ft (of
our pkg lot to be condemned) was what we were hearing. Will the city
be paying for the repaving of our entire parking lot?

5) When the Board of Water Supply dug up Dillingham a few yrs ago,
we arrived one morning during the Christmas season to find that they

had closed off entry into our parking lot. We hope the city will be more
sensitive

to retail businesses on these kinds of issues.

Thank you!
Reply Requested : Yes
Submission Type : Draft EIS Comment

FOIA (Freedom of
Information Request)
Request :

FOIA Referral Date :
FOIA Response Date :
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RECORD # 419 DETAILS
Status :

Creation Date :

Creator Affiliation :
First Name :

Last Name :
Business/Organization :
Address :

Alternative Preference :
Apt./Suite No. :

City :

State :

Zip Code :

Email :

Telephone :

Telephone Extension :
Add to Mailing List :
Submission Method :

Other Submission Method :

Submission Date :

Submission Content/Notes :

Reply Requested :
Submission Type :

FOIA (Freedom of
Information Request)
Request :

FOIA Referral Date :
FOIA Response Date :

Initial Action Needed
1/16/2009

rick
brown

HI
98682
icetecllc@yahoo.com

Email
Website

01/16/2009

| am looking for information on your light rail maintanance managment
plan, along with full time emploment working in a managment position in

the maintance or the rolling stock and track system.

Mahalo.
Yes
Draft EIS Comment
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RECORD # 420 DETAILS
Status :

Creation Date :

Creator Affiliation :
First Name :

Last Name :
Business/Organization :
Address :

Alternative Preference :
Apt./Suite No. :

City :

State :

Zip Code :

Email :

Telephone :

Telephone Extension :
Add to Mailing List :
Submission Method :

Other Submission Method :

Submission Date :

Initial Action Needed
1/18/2009

Bill

James

JPods LLC

5255 Stevens Creek Blvd

137

Santa Clara

CA

95051
bill.james@)jpods.com
612.414.4211

Email
Website

01/18/2009
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Submission Content/Notes : According to DOE:
Trains use 2,996 BTU's per passenger-mile.
Cars use 3,512 BTU's per passenger-mile.

Cars and trains are nearly equally wasteful and harmful to the climate.

Personal Rapid Transit (PRT) sets an efficient paradigm shift. Read
Congressional Office of Technology Assessment study PB-244854 for
background. There are numerous additional studies.

Morgantown's PRT network has delivered 110 million injury-free, oil-free
passenger miles.

Our version of PRT, JPods use 433 BTU's per passenger-mile, efficient
enough that solar collectors 6-foot wide mounted over the rails gather
5,000 to 12,000 vehicle-miles of power per mile of rail per typical day.

We can build a demonstration unit in Hawaii within 5 months if you will
grant rights of way. We will build this unit with private capital.

In 6 years we can displace 70% of ocil-based transportation in Honolulu.
Here is link to our response to San Jose's request to build such

networks:
http://lwww.jpods.com/JPods/007 Cities/SanJose/SanJoseJPodsProposal
2008All.pdf

Reply Requested : Yes

Submission Type : Draft EIS Comment

FOIA (Freedom of
Information Request)
Request :

FOIA Referral Date :
FOIA Response Date :
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RECORD # 422 DETAILS
Status :

Creation Date :

Creator Affiliation :
First Name :

Last Name :
Business/Organization :
Address :

Alternative Preference :
Apt./Suite No. :

City :

State :

Zip Code :

Email :

Telephone :

Telephone Extension :
Add to Mailing List :
Submission Method :

Other Submission Method :

Submission Date :
Submission Content/Notes

Reply Requested :
Submission Type :

FOIA (Freedom of
Information Request)
Request :

FOIA Referral Date :
FOIA Response Date :

Initial Action Needed
1/18/2009

rick
brown

WA
98682
rustyblades63@yahoo.com

Email
Website

01/18/2009

: when will you update your wed site and do you have a time line for the

project constuction, and when will you start the maintanance facility

planning.

Mahalo.

Draft EIS Comment
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RECORD # 424 DETAILS
Status :

Creation Date :

Creator Affiliation :
First Name :

Last Name :
Business/Organization :
Address :

Alternative Preference :
Apt./Suite No. :

City :

State :

Zip Code :

Email :

Telephone :

Telephone Extension :
Add to Mailing List :
Submission Method :

Other Submission Method :

Submission Date :
Submission Content/Notes

Reply Requested :
Submission Type :

FOIA (Freedom of
Information Request)
Request :

FOIA Referral Date :
FOIA Response Date :

Initial Action Needed
1/19/2009

kenny
smith
none
3178 "T" st

sacramento

CA

95816
kenny2154@att.net

Email
Website

01/19/2009

service you are trying to start up on oahu hi.
Yes
Draft EIS Comment

: i just wish you can be a little bit more open with me when it comes to the
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Honolulu Hale .
530 S. King Street ® w1z A8 32
Honolulu, Hl 96813 -

1039 Luapele Drive QB u?;ff,
Honolulu, Hi : OE%E;’% a%ujw

December 11, 2008
Dear Mayor Mufi Hanneman,

- My mom, dad, and | waste a lot of time going to places across the island such
as Ewa Beach and Hawaii Kai for parties and get-togethers because of traffic.
The roads will probably be more congested in the future, and that will eat up
even more of our time. My parents sometimes don’t want to pick me up from
school because of the traffic, and I'm left finding my own ways of
transportation home. If a rail transit were built, | would have a new way to get
home and my family and | would save loads of time.

Although this rail transit may benefit me, | feel that it won’t benefit everyone
else. The cost of making this rail transit, 3.7 billion dollars, is way too
expensive. We are already in a recession. | don’t want our economy to be in
even worse shape just because we are worried about too much traffic on our
roads.

Worst of all, | feel that the transit will be more harmful than beneficial, too.
After looking up how the rail will affect the environment, | found that it would
actually take up more energy and release more emissions than the number of
cars the rail is meant to replace! | know that it has already been approved to
be built sometime in the future, but please, if you may, keep Hawaii’s
beautiful environment first on your mind while constructing it.

Sincerely,

bwfm pﬂmq/dﬂv

_ . "Fr: Brfaﬁ":i;inedé

Bryan Pineda 1039 Luapele Dr.
. Hﬂonolulu, HI 96818 !
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Page 1 of 1

Agcaoili, Jennifer

From: Mary Reuter [maryrr@hawaii.edu]

Sent:  Wednesday, November 26, 2008 8:29 AM
To: Mayor Mufi Hannemann

Subject: Transportation, Rait and Bike

Dear Mayor Hannemann,

[ 'am a citizen of Moiili'ili, an elementary school teacher, and a journalism student at UH interested in
writing an article about the bike situation here in Honolulu.

I read a quote where you said " The experience of other cities demonstrates that transit systems spur growth,
particularly in the areas surrounding the transit stations. We hope that new housing, particularly affordable housing,
will spring up along the transit route. We want businesses and leisure activities to be attracted to these hubs. We want
to create an environment that supports open space and stimulates walking and bicycling, rather than driving, We want
to create neighborhoods where people can live, work, and raise their families.”

I support rail, mainly because I born in Washington DC where I used the metro daily. Now that I live in
Honolulu, 1 bike everywhere.

When I read this quote, and that you want to create an environment that supports open spaces and
stimulates walking and bicycling rather than driving. As a bieyclist [ find it very difficult to navigate
outside of the designated bike routes, lanes, and paths. I can get to the University of Hawaii at Manoa
from my home with ease (at least once I cross Kapiolani and get on University ave) but I can't go down
Kapiolani Boulevard or to Ala Moana with out riding on the sidewalk. I don't even see big strong guys
ridinig their bikes on the sireet down Kapiolani Boulevard.

I read recently about a proposed Bike Share program by Momentum in the Honolulu Advertiser. If a
Bike Share program is installed around the TOD areas, will more designated bike routes be established?
How do you feel about more designated bike routes, especially in areas such as Kapiolani Boulevard and
Waikiki, where currently I can think of only the Ala Wai and the area around the zoo?

Bicycling is certainly among the most sustainable ways to travel, and a fantastic way to enjoy the
beautiful weather of our Hawaii,

I would hate to see tourist fatalities increase because they're being hit by cars while riding their bikes.
‘What do you think about this issue? '

Concerned Citizen,
Mary Renee Reuter

12/3/2008
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DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES
CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU

1000 ULUOHIA STREET, surrE 308, KAPOLEI, HAWAII 98707
{808 4 7 ® WEBSITE: hitp:/AWww.c0.honoluly.gov

TELELPHONE: (308) 765-3468 @ FAX! )
MUF! HANNEMANN y
MAYOR DIRECTOR
KENNETH A, SHIMIZU
DEPUEY DIRECTOR
ROSS S, TANIMOTO, P.E.
DEPUTY DIRECTOR
_ IN REPLY REFER TC:
January 7, 2008 PRO 08-001
Mr. Ted Matley
FTA Region {X

201 Mission Street, Suite 1650
San Francisco, California 94105

v“Mr. Wayne Y. Yoshioka
Department of Transportation Services

City and County of Honolulu
650 South King Street, 3" Floor

Honolulu, Hawali 96813

Cear Messieurs:

SUBJECT: Honolulu High-Capacity Transit Corridor Project
Draft Environmental Impact Statement/Section 4(f) Evaluation
November 2008 _

Attached are the review comments from the Depariment of Environmentai Services

If you have any questions regarding these comments, the responsible individuals and
their phone numbers are listed above their respective comments.

Shcerely,
- <3
il “w
iz =
Kenneth A. Shimizu sa& =
Deputy Director neg o
g" ho
Attachment g 3 -
3 E: .
Z r~o
¥ -

03A1303y
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Document Name: Honolulu High-Capacity Transit Corridor Project, Draft Environmental Impact Statement/Section 4(f) Evaluation

Document Date: November 2008

Reviewer: Storm Water Quality Branch
Contact: Gerald Takayesw, Branch Head
Phone: (808) 768-3287
Date: December 24, 2008
Index | Section Page No, Comment Response
1. Chapter N/A No city permits?
343 Draft
EIS
Summary
Sheet
2. Executive 57 Water Resources — Need to mention BMPs to
Summary minimize pollution during construction.

3. Chapter 4 49 Environmental Effects, Proposed Mitigation
Measures — Need to address BMPs during
construction and spill prevention.

4, Chapter 4 4-125 | Environmental consequences commeon to all
alternatives — Wouldn’t construction related
pollution and contamination be less under the no-
build alternative?

5. Chapter 4 4-127 | Regulatory context for Surface and Marine
Waters — Need to mention TMDLs for water
quality fimited segments listed under the State
Section 303(d) list and corresponding waste load
allocations to the City.

6. Chapter 4 4-128 | Affected Environment, Surface and Marine

' Waters, Streams — Draft EIS mentions Section
303(d) list of impaired water bodies. Should
mention TMDLs and waste load allocations to
the City.

7. Chapter 4 4-132 | Environmentai Consequences, Surface and
Marine Waters — EIS mentions typical post
construction BMPs, but should also address
BMPs during construction.

8. Chapter 4 4-162 | Storm Water Quality — Need to address
_permanent post-construction BMPs.

ARO00057380



Document Name: Honolulu High-Capacity Transit Corridor Project, Draft Environmental Impact Statement/Section 4(f) Evaluation
Document Date: November 2008

Index Section Page No. Comment Response
9. Chapter 4 4-174 | Water Resources — Need to correct statement that
“Water resources have been degraded by past
residential and farm development.” Much of the
degradation is also due to industry and the
military. :
Chapter 4 4-176 | List of Anticipated Permits —~ Might consider

10,

adding State NPDES industrial permits and
hydrotesting permits; DPP building, grading,
stockpiling, and construction dewatering permits;
and ENYV effluent discharge permits for
hydrotesting.

ARO00057381



Document Name: Honolulu High-Capacity Transit Corridor Project, Draft Environmental Impact Statement/Section 4(f) Evaluation

Document Date: November 2008

Reviewer: Office of Administrative Support
Contact: Lisa Kimura, CEV
Phone: {808) 768-3455
Date: January 5, 2009
Index | Section i PageNo. Comment Response
I. General N/A ENV requests to be included in the review of
design documents and construction plans, to
review for impacts to our facilities and services,
and for coordination with on-going and proposed
wastewater system projects.
2. General N/A Please note that the proposed alignment(s) either

cross or run parallel to the foliowing sensitive
wastewater facilities:

Waimalu Force Main

Halawa Force Main

Aliamanu Force Main #1

Aliamanu Force Main #2

Fort Shafter Force Main

Kamehameha Highway Force Main
30-inch trunk sewer near the Alcha Stadium
Awa Street Force Main

Beachwalk Force Main

ARO00057382



To: Mr Wayne Y. Yoshioka, Director
Department of Transportation Services
City and County of Honolulu

650 South King Street, 3 Floor
Honolulu, HI 96853

From: Dr Aaron Hebshi

University of Hawaii, Manoa, Bicycling Committee, Chair (Former)
1045A Kalikimaka Street

Honolulu, HE 96817

hebshi@hawaii.edu

Subject: Comments to Honolulu High-Capacity Transit Corridor Project, Draft Environmental
Irepact Statement/Section 4(f) Evaluation

General comments

UH route is critical. Students are poor, rent around the University is extravagant. Many students
work extra jobs to pay for their car (or high rent around UH). As a former Teaching Assistant at
the University, it was very obvious that many of the students did not take the necessary time to
study at home, possibly in part due to the requirements for working extra time to pay high
transportation/rent costs.

A well-lit bicycle hub with showers and theft-deterrents was described as part of the UH Campus
Master Bike Plan (2003). Although this plan has not been implemented due to lack of funding,
coordination between the city and UH can capitalize on existing schemes to build of a joint
bicycle hub at the potential rail transit station planned for UH.

Specific Comments

Page 2-20, “Operation Parameters”. I wholeheartedly agree that bikes should be atlowed on the
trains. Bikes can extend the sphere of ridership by providing cruciat options for users to get to
and from transit stations. For instance, bicycles can be used to get an individual from home to a
transit station, and once at the station, the individua] would bave the option of parking the bike at
the transit station (if the bike is not required post transit ride) or bringing the bike onto the train
(if the bike is to be used post transit ride). Concerns with safety can be alleviated by only
allowing bikes on designated cars or in designated sections of cars.

Page 2-24, Column 1, 1* paragraph, lines 3-4. I wholeheartedly agree that bike parking should be
provided at every transit stop. Bike parking should to be well-lit, secure, and preferably covered
from the rain. One of the biggest impediments to bike usage in Honolulu is the high bicycle theft
rate. I would recommend installing safety/security personnel at the transit stops, and include in
their duty bicycle theft protection.

ARO00057383



Page 3-23, Table 3-13 and related text. I would venture that this is a minimum projected benefit,
since it doesn’t take into account rising gas prices, which will undoubtedly occur again when the
global economy picks up.

Page 3-34, Table 3-18 and related text. Was any survey conducted to estimate the importance of
bikes as a mode of transportation to access transit stations? And what would be the maximum
distance at which an average transit rider would be willing to access stations via walking or via
biking? In other words, a non-transit dependent person may be more willing to ride transit if a
station can be accessed within 5 minutes of his/her house and also his/her destination. The sphere
of accessibility within 5 minutes using a bicycle is much larger than that for walking. I would
anticipate seeing hidden benefits not unveiled in this EIS if bicycle ridership is highly
encouraged.

Page 3-43, Table 3-24 and related text regarding removal of bicycle lane on Salt Lake Blvd and
replacing with shared use lane. The bicycle community has varied opinions on the relative utility
of bike lanes vs. shared use lanes. Less experienced/comfortable riders find that bike lanes
provide them more confidence and sense of security, and are more willing to use the facility than ~
a shared use lane. More experienced riders are comfortable with either type of facility.

Page 3-43, Table 3-24 and related text. Was any engineering scheme explored whereby the
elevated portions of the guideway could have a bike path system travelling underneath it? The
city/state should take advantage of any opportunity to increase the miles of bicycle travel
facilities.

Page 3-48 and 3-50, section 3.5.5. 1 appreciate your efforts to mitigate for construction-related
effects on pedestrians and bicycles.

Please direct any questions o my address above.

Sincerely,

Aaron Hebshi

cc
OEQC
Mr. Ted Matley, FTA Region IX
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Jaime Kurosawa
99-1440 Aiea Heights Drive #33
Aiea, Hawaii 96701

Date: January 5, 2009

Mr. Wayne Yoshioka

Director
Department of Transportation Services

City and Count of Honolulu
650 South King Street, 3™ floor
Honolulu, HI 96813

Reference:  Rail Draft EIS

Dear Mr. Yoshioka,

1 am a concerned tax payer and I am also against the rail. 1 feel that I was misled and
misinformed. The fact that the EIS draft was made public a few days before the election
concerns me because of the many people who cast their vote via absentee/early ballot.
The vote for and against rail was too close and [ feel that if the public was given this

information sooner, the vote could have possibly turned out different.
I am very angry and would like to know in writing how the City and County can let this
kind of thing happen?

Please respond to me in writing.

&8
Sincerely <.
’ >
. = f':ft"l’
[4 4 Mbé ZL_ ’ :;3 _’.: 3 % ’(-;}r
; gl
Jaime Kurosawa S ‘E '_\"E <
28 e m
E ™
] ~y o
@ ey

Cc: Ted Matiey FTA Region IX 201 Mission St. Suite 1650 San Francisco, CA 84105
Cc: Governor Linda Lingle Hawaii State Capitol 415 S. Beretania St. 5th Floor Honolulu, Hi

96813

ARO00057385



ARO00057386



United States Department of Agriculture

ONRCS

Natural Resources Gonservation Service
P. Q. Box 50004

Hanoluiu, Hawaii 96850

{808) 541-2600

January 7, 2009

Mr. Wayne Y. Yoshioka, Director
Department of Transportation Services
City and County of Honolulu

650 South King Street, 3" Floor
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Thank you for providing the NRCS the opportunity to review the Honolulu High-Capacity Transit Corridor
Project, Draft Environmental Impact Statement/Section 4(f) Evaluation. Previously, the NRCS has worked
with the City and County of Honolulu and Ms. Amy Zaref, Project Manager from Parsons Brinckerhoff, on
this project to provide the Important Farmland information. We assisted in completing a Farmland Impact
Conversion Rating Form (AD-1008) for this project. This form is required on projects that convert
farmlands into non-farmland uses and have federal dollars attached to the project. See the website link
below for more Information on the Farmland Protection and Preservation Act (FPPA), and a copy of the

AD-1006 form, with instructions.
Ancther area of potential concern are the impacts on wetlands. The NRCS Soif Survey of Oahu, Hawaii

identifies areas of hydric soils. Hydric soils are potential areas of wetlands. [f wellands do exist, any
proposed impacts to these wetlands would need to demonstrate compliance with the “Clean Water Act’,
and may need an Army Corps of Engineers 404 permit. The NRCS Soil Survey Maps are not provided
with this report due to the extent of the project area. if you have any questions concerning hydric soils or

obtaining NRCS Sail Survey information please contact us at the number provided below.

The NRCS Soil Survey is a general planning tool and does not eliminate the need for an onsite
investigation. If you have any questions concerning the soils or interpretations for this project please

contact, Tony Rolfes, Assistant State Soil Scientist, by phone (808) 5§41-2600 Ext. 129, or emalil,
Jony.Roifes@hi.usda.gov,

hitp:/iwww.nres.usda.gov/programs/fppa/

Director

Pacific Islands Area
- o
F @
Ce Fg =
Michael Robotham e =
M. Ted Matley 5T e
FTA Region IX 35
201 Mission Street, Suite 1650 :_E;:;?,-‘»; .
San Francisco, California 94105 g —
mo=n ™~
Fa ve
Em
x4 o,
[0 ——

Helping People Help the Land
An £qual Opportunity Provider and Employer

341303y
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Mr. Ted Matley Mr. Wayne Y. Yoshioka

FTA Region IX ‘ Department of Transportation
201 Mission Street, Suite 1650 _ City and County of Honolulu
San Francisco, CA 94105 650 South King Street, 3™ Floor

Honolulu, Hawai'i 96813

RE: Honolulu High-Capacity Transit Corridor Project (Draft EIS)

Thank you for the chance to comment. As a property owner on Oahu, { support the general
concept presented. | will rely not only on experiences gained from a career as a transportation engineer,
but my current status as the interim chair of the Hawai'i County Transportation Cemmission and a
proponent for balanced transportation, smart growth and more livable communities to offer additional
comments and recommendations,

As one of several transportation alternatives that would be acceptable solutions for the
Honolulu environment, this decision will guide us how to prioritize all of our transportation options. The
future remains shrouded and it is truly impossible to determine form the study alone how successful the
transit system will become. It will, however, be substantial enough that the government, residents, and
visitors will have the resources and ability to steer the system towards ultimate success.

The praject as proposed wili also help determine how we allocate our valuable and limited
energy resources. This may be just as cruciai of a decision. Sustainable energy systems will pfay an
increasing role in our island State. Fixed generation from natural or renewable resources will likely play
an important role. When fuel sources and generators are not reguired on board, energy consumption
and capacity improve.

This project will also provide us with lifestyle oppertunities and options an how we as residents
and guests choose to move around. Balancing our time and how productively we use it are important
considerations for all of us. How we access our transportation options are also important _’#msiderat@
that will impact our lifestyles. in light of the above comments, 1 offer the following recom?eé;iationﬁor

consideration during planning, design, and construction, 300 = =
~ : = m
>
i
1)
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RECOMMENDATIONS:

#
HRST. Inciuding direct access to Honelulu International Airport is absolutely essential. This is one of the
largest origins and destinations in the State. This is our primary link to the mainland and international
markets. It is also a critical portal for interisland travel fulfilling commuting, medical, recreational, and
personal needs.

SECOND. Canstruction must start from the Ala Moana end. This is aiready a major transit terminai and
is an existing TOD providing direct access to shopping, accommodations, recreation, and the convention
center. This would also be the physical foundation to advance the planning forward on both additional
routes, If financial, environmental, or unknown setbacks occur, a viable transit core remains available.

THIRD. The design must include considerations for accommodating utilities and other facilities.
Mounting points and potential loadings should be incorporated in the design to aveid unnecessary
future costs and disruptions. The upfront costs would be minor. The large support structure could also
carry electric lines, street lighting, communications, architectural lighting, and even replacement water
lines, Perhaps the most desirable facility that could be added in the future is an elevated bikeway.
Bicyclist would benefit from the same conditions as elevated transit, no intersections. Bicycle usage is
increasing and a bikeway would provide additionai commuting options, transit access, and a very unique
tourism attraction, unparalleled in the world.

Tz:ané( YWYOW consideration,
obert Ward

Additional Copy:

Director

Office of Environmental Quality Control
235 South Beretania Street, Suite 702
Honoluiu, H! 96813

Return Address:

77-6526 Ho'claupa’i 5t
Kaiiua Kona, Hi 96740
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Kirk

Paterson

Allstate Insurance

1259 S. Beretania St., Ste 1

Honolulu
HI
96814

None
Website

01/22/2009

logical to me. Go Rail Go!

Draft EIS Comment

: Of the two proposed alignments, the Airport Alignment seems the most
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Betty
Wood

1980 Halekoa Drive

Honolulu
HI
96821

None
Website

01/22/2009
| support the development of rapid transit for Honolulu.

In my opinion:

1. the train should connect to the airport.

2. construction start with the Pearl City to Honolulu segment and then
build out. You'll get more riders immediately.

3. all stations should have elevators or ramps for wheel chairs and bikes.
4. all trains should have bike storage areas.

5. all new transit oriented development zoning changes should support
pedestrian and bike access.

Good luck.

Draft EIS Comment
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George

Lo

Beyaz & Patel, Inc, Engineers
800 South Broadway

suite 200

Walnut Creek

CA

94598
glo@beyazpatel.com
925-934-0707

224

Email

Website

01/22/2009

Is it true that after the approval of the EIR, followed by the completion of
the PE, the City will put all the segments design to the public rather than

are handled by PB alone?
Yes
Draft EIS Comment
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1/23/2009

Douglas
Pothul

203 Akiohala Street

Kailua

HI

96734
dougpothul@yahoo.com
808-735-7795

Both
Website

01/23/2009
| would like a list of all non-residential properties that will likely be

acquired by the City (or other governmental agency) to facilitate the

construction and operation of this transit system.

Thank you.
Yes
Draft EIS Comment
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Sue
Jansen

95-205 Paeheu PI.

Mililani

HI

96789

387-7507

Standard
Website

01/23/2009

Itis much more akamai to have the train route go to the airport. You
need a relaxed less stressful way of getting tourists to Waikiki. This will
help. Also it makes more sense to start building the train in the more
popululated or higher potential use area. Starting to build the train in
Ewa will not generate much ticket sales and what if the project is put on
hold due to lack of funds, etc. Then you have a train only benefiting a
few. Start building it at the airport,Waikiki or near UH. And build out from
there. | know my ideas will generate extra costs but lets do this the right

akamai way!

Draft EIS Comment
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Ed
Appleby

HI
96707
eappleby@hotmail.com

Email
Website

01/24/2009

We haven't seen much about parking/park-and-ride. It's the most
elusive piece of information to answer "will we use it." Is there

somewhere in the EIS or elsewhere that specifically addresses this?

Yes
Draft EIS Comment
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Daniel C
Smith

1816 Dole St.

B203

Honolulu

HI

96822
dancsmith@rocketmail.com
808-951-4632

Both
Website

01/24/2009

| have reviewed the Draft EIS. Although | am neither a transportation
expert nor environmental expert, the Draft EIS makes sense. The costs
and benefits -- economic and social -- look to be realistically stated.

| have experienced the mass transit systems in New York, Atlanta,
Paris, Sydney and the San Francisco Bay Area where | grew up. In
those areas is clear that efficient mass transit contributes greatly to good
quality of life.

While | am disappointed that the Honolulu rail system will not initially go
to Waikiki, UH Manoa and more places in the Eva Plain, the systemis a
good start. | applaud the political leadership that recognized that the
perfect is the enemy of the good. It appears to me that the big risk in
new mass transit is not being ambitious enough. Witness the cost of the
BART extension to the San Francisco Airport versus the cost had it been
in the original plan.

| am pleased that the Honolulu Airport route appears to be on the way
to adoption. | say that not just because | work at the airport, but
especially because the airport route will also better serve the airport
industrial area and Pearl Harbor which as inportant "industry."”

Let's get on with it!

Yes
Draft EIS Comment
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Ted
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96744
ted@tk-serve.com
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Both
Website

01/25/2009
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Submission Content/Notes : | am in favor of building the “Minimum Operating System” from the
airport area to Ala Moana, starting from the airport, not Kapolei.

Why?

During recent testimony, the question came up, “Where are we going to
get the money to build the entire project?”

Under questioning, Wayne Yoshioka said that he guarantees that we
have enough money to complete the MOS (Kapolei to Waipahu).

What about the rest of the project? If we run out of money, if we
complete only the MOS, shouldn’tit be in the town area?

Councilmember Cachola asked for an explanation of the rising cost of
the project from $3.7B to $5.3B and the fact that the city had only
received $246M in 20 months.

$246M is about $60M short of what is necessary to stay on track to
reach the original $3.7B estimate, and is woefully short of the $5.3B
“2008 cost of expenditure” estimate.

Director Yoshioka says that $5.3B is today’s dollars, insists that they
have a good fiscal plan and he talks about the cyclical nature of the
economy.

Please, help me understand:

1. The estimate for the project has gone up $1.6B (from $3.7B to $5.3B)
since 2006.

2. s $5.3B the expected final costin 2020, or what will it go up to
27?0777

3. We are in an economic slump which is projected to last several years
and revenues are declining.

4. Currently, we are already short of the expected funds and it will get
even worse.

5. Is it expected that the half% GET is going to pick up to a point where it
makes up for the current shortage and the expected shortage?

6. Is it expected that the half% GET will increase to a point where it will
cover the expected rise in project cost “2020 cost of expenditure”?

7. The state is facing a budget shortfall and there is now, a looming
threat for the state to withhold the half% GET for at least a year.

Will any of the above facts affect the City’s ability to complete the entire
rail project within budget?

If the answer is yes, then we deserve to at least have an MOS that is
complete, useable, generating revenue and ready to expand to Waikiki
and UH Manoa.

Thank you,

Ted Kanemori
46-066 Heeia St
Kaneohe, HI 96744

Ph: 247-3993
E-mail: ted@tk-serve.com
Reply Requested : Yes
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Melissa

Goo

Moanalua High School: School Community Council
2894 Ala llima Street

Honolulu

HI

96818
melissa_goo@notes.k12.hi.us

Both
Website

01/25/2009
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Submission Content/Notes : COMMENTS OF MELISSA GOO
REPRESENTING THE MOANALUA HIGH SCHOOL
SCHOOL COMMUNITY COUNCIL
ON THE DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT
FOR THE HONOLULU RAIL TRANSIT PROJECT
January 13, 2008

Thank you for the opportunity to submit comments on the Draft
Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) for the Honolulu Rail Transit
Project.

My name is Melissa Goo. | chair and am speaking on behalf of the
Moanalua High School (MoHS) School Community Council (SCC).
MoHS is located in the Salt Lake neighborhood of urban Honolulu at
2825 Ala llima Street, Honolulu, HI 96818. The school was established
in 1972 and serves approximately 2,000 students in grades 9 through
12.

The MoHS SCC was established pursuant to Act 51, Session Laws of
the State of Hawaii 2004, also known as the Reinventing Education Act
of 2004. The MoHS SCC enables Moanalua High School
administrators, teachers, parents, students and representatives of the
surrounding neighborhood to participate in the decision-making
processes of the school. Itis comprised of individuals elected by their
peers to represent the school community in the interest of improving
student achievement. The roles and responsibilities of the SCC include
defining the school’s vision and mission, reviewing and evaluating the
school's Academic and Financial Plans (AFP), requesting waivers as
appropriate from policies of the Hawaii State Board of Education (BOE)
and Department of Education (DOE), participating in the selection and
evaluation of principals, and playing a role in the development and
revision of school policies. Finally, the SCC reports to the community
and gathers feedback at forums held twice during the school year.

With respect to the DEIS for the transit project, the SCC has identified
several benefits to the Moanalua High School community of building the
transit system along the proposed Salt Lake Boulevard alignment. In
conjunction with its responsibility to report to the community, the SCC is
communicating these benefits to the Department of Transportation
Services for potential inclusion in the final Environmental Impact
Statement. The benefits are as follows:

» Students with geographic exemptions, who comprise approximately
20% of the student body, could ride transit to school and back home
each day.

» Teachers and administrators who reside close to a transit station could
ride transit back and forth to work each day.

* Transit could provide a cost-effective means of transporting students on
field trips to locations of educational interest, e.g. museums and
historical sites downtown.

» Students qualified to take college-level courses could use transit to
travel to Leeward Community College, Honolulu Community College,
Hawaii Pacific University, UH West Oahu, and eventually UH Manoa.
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Thank you again for the opportunity to comment.
Yes
Draft EIS Comment
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Gerald

Sakamura

resident

99-844 Hulumanu St.

Aiea

HI

96701
sakinancy@hawaii.rr.com
488-9569

Both
Website

01/26/2009

| think that the most benefit we can achieve would be to start from
downtown out to the Airport and beyond Pearlridge and UH west. If
there comes a time where cost might stop or long delay the project, we
could use whatever is made and start service from wherever the project
is stalled. It would be the optimum way to gain usage of whatever is
already made, whatever the delayed portion would be. And at the same
time, be an example of what the completion would be like. Thank you for
the opportunity to input my opinion.

Yes

Draft EIS Comment
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David
Kammerer

55-044 Kam Hwy

Laie

HI

96762
kammered@byuh.edu
293-0300

None
Website

01/26/2009

| still wish there were a way to convince you that, although Oahu's
political power brokers obviously see this light rail as an economy-
boosting public works project, somebody's got to foot the bill. | am
absolutely convinced that the unintended consequences of this project
will be to place a backbreaking strain on Hawaii's taxpayers that will hurt
the county's economy in many <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>