


































































































Environmental Analysis, Consequences,

and Mitigation

The study corridor’s environmental aspects were
analyzed, including existing conditions, future
consequences, and required mitigation. All aspects
of the natural and social environment were
evaluated per NEPA and HRS 343 regulations.

All probable adverse environmental effects and
proposed mitigation measures are futher summa-
rized in Table 4-1 of this Draft EIS.

Displacements and Relocations

Property acquisition ranging from 179 to 205
parcels would be required. The Project would
require 34 or 35 full acquisitions, depending on
the alternative selected. Partial acquisitions would
range from 145 to 170 parcels. A partial acquisi-
tion could represent a portion of a parcel, possibly
involving a structure or other facilities. However,
for properties that would be partially acquired,
existing land uses would not change.

Full acquisition of land used for residential and
commercial purposes would result in displace-
ments and relocations. Displaced residents would
need to purchase or rent new dwellings. Displaced
businesses would need to purchase or lease new
commercial/industrial space, and the location
where employees would work would change.

Depending on the alternative selected, 20 resi-
dences, 1 church, and between 62 and 67 businesses
would be relocated by the Project. Acquisition of
property for the Build Alternatives would be con-
ducted in accordance with Federal and State regula-
tions and procedures outlined in the Real Estate
Acquisition Management Plan (RTD 2008q). Where
relocations would occur, affected property owners,
businesses, or residents would receive compensation
in compliance with all applicable Federal and State
laws. Compensation would be in accordance with
the Federal Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real
Property Acquisition Policies Act (CFR 1989).

Visual and Aesthetics

Visually sensitive resources in the study corridor
include landmarks, significant views and vistas,
historic and cultural sites, and Exceptional Trees.
These resources are important because of their
scenic quality, scale, and prominence within the
visual environment.

The Project’s potential visual effects include remov-
ing trees, altering ‘Ewa-Koko Head and mauka-
makai views, affecting light and shadow effects,
and introducing project components that are out of
scale or character with their setting.

Mitigation measures would focus on preserving
visual resources and enhancing the project design
to comply with applicable policies. The following
measures would be included with the Project to
minimize negative visual effects and enhance the
visual and aesthetic opportunities that it creates:
« Develop and apply a Design Language
Pattern Guidebook to establish a consistent
design framework for the Project with
consideration of local context
« Retain existing trees where practical and
provide new vegetation
« Shield exterior lighting
« Coordinate the project design with transit-
oriented development planning
« Consult with the public and local design
community regarding design theme

Noise and Vibration

Noise impacts from the Project were evaluated
using criteria established by the FT'A, which are
based on community reaction to environmental
noise exposure (FTA 2006b).

Noise levels were measured at locations along the
Build Alternative alignments and near proposed
station locations to establish the most sensitive
existing environment (i.e., existing baseline noise
levels). This was done by performing a series of
measurements at representative locations. All
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