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Mr. Thomas Jivorsky

CBRE Consulting, Inc.

355 South Grand Avenue, Suite 1200
Los Angeles, California 90071-1549

Dear Mr. Jivorsky:

Subject: Honolulu High-Capacity Transit Corridor Project
Comments Received on the Draft Environmental Impact Statement

The U.S. Department of Transportation Federal Transit Administration (FTA) and the City
and County of Honolulu Department of Transportation Services (DTS) issued a Draft
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the Honolulu High-Capacity. Transit Corridor Project.
This letter is in response to substantive comments received on the Draft EIS during the
comment period, which concluded on February 6, 2009. The Final EIS identifies the Airport
Alternative as the Project and is the focus of this document. The selection of the Airport
Alternative as the Preferred Alternative was made by the City to comply with the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) regulations that state that the Final EIS shall identify the
Preferred Alternative (23 C.F.R. § 771.125 (a)(1)). This selection was based on consideration of
the benefits of each alternative studied in the Draft EIS, public and agency comments on the
Draft EIS, and City Council action under Resolution 08-261 identifying the Airport Alternative as
the Project to be the focus of the Final EIS. The selection is described in Chapter 2 of the Final
EIS. The Final EIS also includes additional information and analyses, as well as minor revisions
to the Project that were made to address comments received from agencies and the public on
the Draft EIS. The following paragraphs address comments regarding the above-referenced
submittal: '

All property owners adjacent to the Project have been notified and asked to participate
in the environmental process. The discussion of direct impacts to property owners along the
alignment that are not subject to acquisition or relocation were presented in the following
sections of Chapter 4 in the Final EIS: Section 4.5, Community Services and Facilities;

Section 4.6, Neighborhoods; Section 4.10, Noise and Vibration; and Section 4.16,
Archaeological, Cultural, and Historic Resources. Other indirect and cumulative impacts along
the route and at each station area are presented in Section 4.19. In the Final EIS, mitigation
measures have been expanded upon in many sections. Section 4.1 of the Final EIS lists all the
sections in that chapter that have been updated since publication of the Draft EIS.
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