Public Involvement Overview

March 2010

Month

Hotline Calls* 22

Comment Sense Submissions/Inquiries** 13
Speakers Bureau

Presentations/ Coffee Hours/ Community Displays & Events 18

Neighborhood Boards 10

Community Updates/Mayor’s Town Meetings/ RTD Workshops 0

TV/Radio Appearances 1

*Calls directly to the hotline 808.566.2299

** Includes all comments/inquiries via Project website from the end of the official DEIS comment period

on February 6, 2009 to the end of the month.
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No oversight seen for transit excise tax

honolul

Posted on: Wednesday, March 3, 2010

How can the taxpayers on O'ahu get through the public relations firewall that surrounds the Hannemann

administration's rail project?

What has caused the delay in the final EIS?

Why will it take months to finish the final EIS?

How much money is needed to fix the problem or problems?
Did the city make early mistakes that now have to be corrected?

There is no oversight built into the laws that allowed the Hannemann administration to tax us for 15

years. My family and yours will pay approximately $400 per year in transit excise tax for 12 more years.

The city has spent more than $100 million on rail. Who exactly got the money? Was the money well
spent?
Can't some government agency force the mayor to tell us how he is spending our taxes?

John Brizdle
Palolo Valley
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Honolulu Weekly

If you build it, they will leave
Mar 3, 2010

Rising sea levels will continue to destroy beaches essential to tourism. Property tax increases
could raise already-high housing prices above what residents can afford, forcing them to leave
Hawaii. How will such changes affect the number of people on Oahu, the number of cars on the
roads, the tax base, the need for the current rail plan and the ability to pay for it?

Observations about many huge projects lead to several predictions: There will be cost overruns;
the project will stall and not be completed, leaving the site in shambles; project leaders will have
moved on to other ventures; not all of the 4,000 promised new jobs will go to local residents.

Even if this project is completed, will it be suitable for the decades ahead? Flexibility is a key to
survival, but the elevated rail will set Oahu’s future in concrete. A standard cartoon depicts
gangsters on a pier with their victim’s feet encased in cement. I fear the victim is the Hawaii
taxpayer, about to be pushed by rail planners into an ocean of debt.

David Swift
Honolulu
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Deferred maintenance on the SkyTrain, like the Washington D.C. metro system, is blamed for
current problems.

D.C. depends on escalators, as Honolulu’s planned stations do. What happens to aging
escalators? A visit to Honolulu Airport provides a quick answer.

In any case, the “Debunking” series provides lots of food for thought.
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A review committee that includes three civil servants must first evaluate the top proposals, which are
then sent to a separate committee that makes the final selection.

who's donating

Abercrombie officials point out that their candidate, as a member of Congress, has no say in the way
state and city contracts are awarded.

Bill Kaneko, chairman of the Abercrombie campaign, said donors linked to government contractors
represent a small portion of Abercrombie's contributors, who include people in the health care industry,
the financial services, legal, nonprofit and high-tech sectors.

Nearly half of the 1,200 contributions received by the Abercrombie campaign since July were for less
than $100, reflecting Abercrombie's grassroots support, he said.

"Neil has over 40 years in public service," Kaneko said. "His support spans a spectrum of diverse
groups."

Aiona, a Republican candidate for governor, said that very few of his campaign contributions are
coming from special interests. Nearly 950, or about 78 percent of Aiona's total contributions, during the
second half of 2009 were for $100 or less.

"It's all about grass roots," he said.

Architects and engineers figure prominently in the contractor-related donations.

Executives at R.M. Towill Corp. contributed $27,000 to Hannemann's campaign during the second half
of 2009. Since 2005, the engineering firm received nearly $30 million in state and city work, including a
$4.9 million subcontract on the city's mass-transit project.

The company has also been the target of several investigations into illegal campaign contributions.

In 2004, the company's president, Russell Figueiroa, and the company's former chairman, Donald Kim,
pleaded no contest to misdemeanor charges of making illegal campaign contributions to former

Honolulu Mayor Jeremy Harris' campaign.

Figueiroa also paid a $50,800 fine to the state Campaign Spending Commission in 2006, although the
fine came with no admission of wrongdoing.

Figueiroa said he supports Hannemann because of what he stands for but declined further comment.

Another contractor that's linked to a large number of donations is Community Planning & Engineering
Inc., which has received more than $20 million in state and city contracts since 2004.

pickard family

State campaign spending records show that Abercrombie collected more than $26,000 from
employees of Community Planning & Engineering Inc. and their relatives.

Company president Joe Pickard and his wife, Elissa, each donated $1,000 to the Abercrombie
campaign in December. His mother, Beatrice Pickard, donated $4,000 while his father, Tom Pickard,
gave $2,100. Brother Walter Pickard contributed $4,000 during the same period.

Joe Pickard did not return calls to his office.

Abercrombie officials said that the Pickards' contributions were originally made to Abercrombie's
Congressional campaign some time ago. But they were later moved to his gubernatorial campaign

3/8/2010 2:35 PM
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after the campaign received permission from the couple to do so, said Abercrombie spokeswoman
Laurie Au.

About $360,000 of the $400,000 in leftover money in Abercrombie's Congressional account was
moved to his gubernatorial campaign after donors agreed to do so, she said.

Bob Watada, former executive director of the state Campaign Spending Commission, said the large
number of donations from employees of city and state contractors to the Hannemann and Abercrombie
campaigns underscore a major loophole in the state's pay-to-play ban.

The law bars any company receiving work from the state or the city from making direct contributions in
local elections.

But it allows executives and employees of government contractors and their relatives to donate to local
politicians so long as they are not reimbursed by the companies.

earlier scandals

The law was enacted in 2005 in response to the campaign finance scandals involving Harris and other
Democrats.

More than 30 local engineers, architects and other donors pleaded no contest to misdemeanor
charges of violating the state's campaign law between 2003 and 2005 while another 90 architects,
engineers and other donors paid out more than $1.8 million in fines to the state Campaign Spending
Commission for making illegal donations.

Holman said it's troubling that such a large proportion of campaign donations are again coming from
people linked to government contractors.

He said that anytime a campaign receives more than 10 percent of their money from a single source, it
raises questions about the candidate's independence. When a candidate receives more than 20
percent from a single group, it raises questions of whether a culture of pay-to-play exists, he said.

Political corruption scandals in New Jersey, Connecticut and, most recently, lllinois with disgraced
former Gov. Rod Blagojevich, involved donations from local contractors that accounted for 20 percent
to 25 percent of his campaign money, he said.

Holman said he expects the amount of contractor-connected givings to grow in Hawai'i unless state
officials address the loopholes in the system.

"You're going to see this spiraling," he said.

easing restrictions

Tightening up Hawai'i's pay-to-play law, however, is not high on state lawmakers' agendas. This
session, state Rep. Jon Riki Karamatsu, the chairman of the House Judiciary Committee and a
candidate for lieutenant governor, introduced a bill to loosen the restriction on government contractor
contributions by limiting the ban only to contractors who receive non-bid contracts from the state and
city.

Contractors that take part in competitive bidding on state and city jobs would be allowed to donate to
political races under this bill.

Karamatsu, D-41st (Waipahu, Village Park, \Waikele), said several small state contractors, such as
physicians and human services providers who work for the state under contract, expressed concerns
that they can't contribute to candidates because of the law. Karamatsu said none of the big
contractors talked to him about the bill.

http://www honoluluadvertiser.com/print/article/20100307/NEWS01/30...
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"l feel for some of the small contract workers who can't participate," Karama-tsu said. "Competitive
bidders should be able to participate because they have to make bids that are the best and lowest."

The measure made it to the floor but was recommitted to the Judiciary Committee, diminishing its
chances of passing this session. House members recently passed a version that exempts contractors
receiving $50,000 or less in state or city work from the ban.

Nikki Love, executive director of Common Cause Hawaii, which opposes the measures, said
weakening the ban will "open the door for more donations" from special interests.

"If | give $25 to a candidate, it won't be as much as the $6,000 from a city or state contractor who can
clearly afford it," she said.

4 of 4 3/8/2010 2:35 PM
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Honolulu Weekly

Westside story

March 10, 2010

Not to start an east side vs. west side war over rail, but I notice the anti-rail letters the Weekly
publishes come from people living in Hawaii Kai, the Windward side and town.

I can’t believe the Weekly and its readers’ lack aloha for west side residents and the traffic
nightmare we endure. Those of us who live in Pearl City, in Waipahu, in Kapolei, in ‘Ewa Beach
and the Leeward Coast endure punishing weekday commutes to work or school. Either we get up
early and start our journey before sunrise, or we waste an hour or more inching along H-1 or the
highway.

And heaven help your evening commute to the west side if you have a late work meeting or
classes. When it happens to me, sometimes I just surrender and buy dinner in town instead of
sitting in traffic for an hour or more. On those evenings, I miss eating with my family, but don’t
want to needlessly waste gas and put wear-and-tear on our car fighting traffic.

That is why I want the rail. Yes, it is a big investment in our transportation system, just like the
investments our community made to widen Kalanianaole Highway or build H-3. Those

improvements brought a better quality of life for everyone in those areas.

I believe that Westside residents deserve the same consideration for our commutes and our
quality of life. I know the Weekly and its audience have aloha for us. So please, support the rail.

Joe Lee
Hawaii Kai
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Midweek

March 10, 2010
The way of BART

In regard to Paul Miller’s letter on rail transit funding, he says that BART funding is based on
ZIP codes. Now, I grew up in San Francisco during BART creation and construction, and I never
heard of that. Furthermore, the History and Facts section of the official BART Web site mentions
nothing about ZIP codes. What I remember is that it was county-based. If you lived in a BART
county, you paid the BART tax, even if BART didn’t serve your particular community yet.
Mindful of this, BART set up an express bus service to connect outlying communities in Contra
Costa and Alameda counties to BART. Eventually some (Pittsburgh, Pleasanton) received BART
extensions while others (Antioch) still wait.

Dexter Wong
Waialae
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City of Honolulu buys Nova Bus vehicles
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City of Honolulu buys Nova Bus vehicles

THE GAZETTE MARCH 11, 2010 3:02 PM

Nova Bus Corp. of St. Eustache has gone surfing for business in Hawaii.

The city of Honolulu has placed a $10-million order for 24 Nova LFS buses, with options on additional
vehicles.

The low-floor buses will be built at the Nova Bus assembly plant in Plattsburgh, N.Y. and delivered later
this year to Honolulu and Oahu Transit Services.

Since opening that factory last June, Nova Bus has been awarded contracts totalling more than $120
million from transit authorities such as MTA/New York City Transit and CT Transit.

Nova Bus’ presence in New York has led to the creation of more than 250 direct jobs and five times as
many indirect jobs through productive relationships with at least 150 suppliers.

© Copyright (c) The Montreal Gazette

http://www.montrealgazette.convstory_print. html ?id=2671498&sponsor=
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Posted on: Thursday, March 11, 2010

Letters to the Editor

How is state paying for project study?

Interesting. Per the governor, we have furlough Fridays, so no school, no education for our keiki, since no

money. And state income tax refund checks have to be delayed, since no money.
But we have money to spend on an independent assessment on the rail project?

This is surely not politically or personally motivated, even though the feds are perplexed with her decision on

this, and of course the feds have no clue on transportation projects, right?
What was Lingle's stand on rail when we had the money in good times?

When she is out of office, she should try commuting at rush hour from the Leeward side to town and back.

Then she can say rail will not help alleviate or reduce traffic.

Brian Chong
Honolulu
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Star Bulletin

March 15, 2010

Mayor must see rail plan through

On March 9, Mayor Mufi Hannemann made a comment to KITV after he was questioned
regarding a gubernatorial bid: "I still don't feel that the time is right and appropriate to put my
personal agenda ahead of the business of the people."

If you are elected to public office by the people, the business of the people should always come
before your personal agenda. I would like to know how there can be a right time for Mayor
Hannemann to put his personal agenda ahead of the $5 billion-plus rail project he championed,
which is the most significant and expensive project in the history of Hawaii.

Honolulu's rail transit project is in the hands of whoever is mayor. Mufi Hannemann should stay
committed to it, ensure its success, and help ease Honolulu's traffic problems while also
stimulating the local economy.

If he follows this honorable course, I have no doubt that his future political ambitions will be
achieved and the business of the people will have come first.

Adam Vokac
Honolulu
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rail transit
Dudley's solution is just common sense

Kioni Dudley deserves tremendous applause for his commentary suggesting that the light rail be
on the route of the old Oahu Railway train from Kapolei to the stadium. ("As planned, rail will
kill Waipahu," March 4).

Imagine the savings since the land is owned by the government. This sounds like common-sense
logic.

Take this one step further and use the savings to extend the route on the railroad right-of-way
along the Wai'anae Coast with a terminus in Makaha, which would create jobs for folks in this
neighborhood right in their own backyard. This would give these commuters an efficient and
timely way to get to their jobs in central O'ahu and to Waikiki.

Can you imagine 50 percent fewer cars coming out of Wai'anae that currently add to the
congestion on the H-1?

Bob Schieve
Hale'iwa
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Star Bulletin

Stop rail or we will all go down

Thank you, Joseph DeMarco, for your on-spot letter of March 13 ("Tap the rail fund to tackle
deficit," Star-Bulletin). Our state deficit is $1.2 billion? How much is in the rail fund?

It's a slam dunk, and we'd better hurry up before our schools, infrastructure and social services
implode.

We will all go down. Stop this Mufiasco.

MJ Culvyhouse
Kaneohe
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Posted on: Thursday, March 18, 2010

Letters to the Editor

Governor's race

Hannemann should stay, complete rail

On March 9, Mayor Hannemann made a comment to KITV after he was questioned regarding a
gubernatorial bid: "I still don't feel that the time is right and appropriate to put my personal
agenda ahead of the business of the people."

If you are elected to public office by the people of Hawai'i, the business of the people should
always come before your personal agenda.

I would like to know how there can be a right time for Hannemann to put his personal agenda
ahead of the $5 billion-plus rail project he championed.

No one can argue that Honolulu's rail transit project is in the hands of the mayor. Hannemann
should stay committed to the rail project, see that it gets implemented successfully, and help ease
the traffic problems of Honolulu while also stimulating the local economy. If he vacates the
mayor's seat, there can be no assurance on the success or even completion of rail in Hawai'i.

If Hannemann sees his rail project to fruition and ensures it is widely successful, I have no doubt
his future political ambitions will easily come to him; if he follows this honorable course, the
business of the people will have come first.

Adam Vokac
Honolulu
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Improvements Underway for Kamehameha Highway in Pearl City & Aiea - KHON2.com http://www khon2 .com/news/local/story/Improvements-Underway-for-Kamehameha-Highway-i...

add a PM contra-flow to the H-1 freeway. And by 2011, they hope to add a fourth lane to one of the state's worst bottle necks- Middle
street merge.

There's no timetable on when the airport issues with the rail project will be resolved. But Mayor Mufi Hannemann said he hopes
the project will break ground this year.

20f2 3/19/2010 11:23 AM
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No end in sight for federal rail approval » Honolulu Weekly

4 of 4

And while they won’t elaborate on what they’re exploring—Honolulu
Managing Director Kirk Caldwell says to do so would amount only to
“speculating” at this point-City officials say there are now several options
on the table.

“We'll do whatever it takes to ameliorate the concerns,” said Hannemann.

“As long as—if there’s going to be additional expense—it can be justified.”

The City won’t publicly set a target-date for the project’s groundbreaking,
once slated for late last year, but Hannemann said it’s a priority to prevent
further delays.

“These processes are long and drawn-out by nature,” said Caldwell.

“We're not going to rush the process any more than we already are.”

Without disclosing when the long-awaited FEIS might be made public,
officials will say it will be at least years before construction can begin.

“This thing would be under construction near 2014,” said Yoshioka.
“We're not even close to that now.”

All original content copyright 2010 Honolulu Weekly.

http://honoluluweekly.com/diary/2010/03/no-end-in-sight-for-federal-rail-approval/
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Posted on: Thursday, March 25, 2010

| etters to the Editor

Clear path must be available for takeoff

There has been some media discussion about the Lagoon Drive rail station and interference with one of the runways
at the Honolulu International Airport.

No problem, within reason, for pilots when all engines are up and running. But, and it's a very big but, when an
engine on a multi-engine airplane fails at V1 (engine failure recognition speed) the pilot can and may continue, and
take off with the absolute guarantee he can take off and climb out clearing all obstacles.

Safe takeoffs are predicated on having a clear unobstructed takeoff flight path; that's what clearways are all about. If

you build anything that projects into that clearway you invite disaster. Why would anyone want to do that? Just don't

do it, period.

Jim Bugbee
Honolulu
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Posted on: Thursday, March 25, 2010

| etters to the Editor

Mayor should stay, solve rail problems

As a supporter of the city's mass transit project, I am dismayed and disturbed by the mayor's recent actions. While he
must be commended for his leadership in getting the project off the ground and securing local funding, it is
perplexing how he could now undermine it for personal political gain.

The recent disclosure that the city — and, I assume, the mayor — was notified of the FAA's concerns to the close
proximity of the rail line to the airport runway as early as January 2009 raises doubts about the mayor's headlong
attempt to start construction before the end of 2009, and his promises to start construction in 2010, knowing that the
route could not be approved. Did he believe that the matter would go unnoticed before the election?

His actions remind us of the recklessness of the Lingle administration in pushing the Superferry project, again for
political gain, without complying with necessary EIS requirements.

The mayor should stay where he is, serve out his full term, and repair the damage he has done to the most important
public works project this state has ever undertaken. He must put the interests of the public above his own ambitions.
Francis Nakamoto

Honolulu
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Posted on: Thursday, March 25, 2010

| etters to the Editor

Options to solve runway zone issue

The Advertiser's report, "Honolulu's rail route too close to runways, may have to shift," (March 17), neglected to
describe less drastic solutions, including explaining the ease with which the runway could be extended on the makai
side.

In general, the runway protection zone extends 1,900 feet from the end of a runway. The rail line would be about

1,400 feet from runway 22R. At the Honolulu airport, many existing buildings are within the RPZ, which exists to
protect aircraft running off the end of runways.

Fortunately, there are no buildings or water courses within 1,000 feet of the makai end of runway 22R-4L, and all
the land is airport property. This is probably the easiest solution.

One alternative is to lower the track into a cut lined with retaining walls and pass the trains under Lagoon Drive,
which is about 7 feet above sea level at that point. This cut can be kept dry with proper drainage and a pump.

Finally, the article did not report that the RPZ rules are relatively new, and unlike other FAA rules on airport areas,
they are applied differently at different airports. If they were applied strictly at Honolulu airport, a dozen or more
businesses opposite runways 22R and 221 would have to close.

Hannah Miyamoto
Honolulu
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Posted on: Thursday, March 25, 2010

| etters to the Editor

rail
Transit tax causing unknown job losses

"That ($460 million rail) tax is costing the state jobs," according to UH economics professor Sumner LaCroix
("Number of rail jobs is anybody's guess," March 15).

Finally, someone had the courage to say it and publish it. It is amazing that next to nothing has been said about this .

It is revealing that so much hype is being made about how many jobs the rail will create, but no one is saying how
many jobs the rail tax has already killed in this recession and how many more it will kill in the future.

While rail will create jobs, it will also kill jobs, so it makes no sense to keep hyping the job creation angle without
subtracting out the related job loss. If your job is not rail-related, it is at risk.

As far as the supposed economic stimulus along the rail route, common sense dictates that that is also offset by
business loss and economic stagnation for businesses that are away from the rail route.

The best traffic solution is to have the jobs where the people are. If we continue with the outdated concept of
moving the people to the jobs, then the problem and expenses forever grow as the population does.

Leighton Loo
Mililani
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Posted on: Monday, March 29, 2010
Letters to the Editor

Transit Route
Use of old railway line will be costly

These comments address the use of the old, existing Oahu Railway and Land Co. railroad right-
of-way from Kapolei to the stadium, as proposed by Keoni Dudley ("As planned, rail will kill
Waipahu," March 4).

The right-of-way from Nanakuli to about 100 yards east of Fort Weaver Road is on the National
Register of Historic Places, which precludes its use for a rail system without first removing it
from the register, a lengthy and potentially costly process.

The portion of the old right of way between Fort WeaverRoad and Pearl City is criss-crossed
with buried pipelines from Campbell Industrial Park, all the way to Pearl Harbor and on into
Honolulu Harbor.

Between Pearl City and the stadium, much of the old right-of-way has been converted to a
bicycle path and its 40-foot width has been reduced to between eight and 10 feet by
encroachment of surrounding properties.

Once reaching the stadium/CINPACFLT boathouse, the right-of-way is obstructed by highway
overpasses and other development, not to mention that the original path of the railroad was
through the submarine base, not around it.

Use of the old OR&Lright-of-way, which last saw a train in December 1947, may appear an easy

solution to a number of problems. However, the development which has occurred over the last
63 years precludes its use.

Robert Yatchmenoff
Honolulu
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Posted on: Wednesday, March 31, 2010
Letters to the Editor

Rail Transit

No more delays; it's time to start project

Gov. Linda Lingle conducting a financial analysis of the Honolulu rail project is a waste of time,
and more importantly, a complete waste of taxpayer money.

The FTA already hired independent experts to review the financial aspect of the project. The
FTA's study, called the Jacobs- Oversight Report, gave the project high marks, stated its cost
estimates accurate and reasonable, and concluded that the project is ready to move forward.

The year before that, Booz Allen & Hamilton, an audit and accounting firm, similarly provided
the project favorable results.

The Hawaii Business Roundtable, made up of our state's top business leaders, conducted its own
study, and concluded that the rail's financial plan was sound. Last month, Don Horner, First
Hawaiian Bank board chairman and a member of the Roundtable, stated that the rail financial
plan is even stronger now, with a greater federal financial contribution, conservative revenue
projections and a solid contingency fund.

No more studies. No more delays. What are we waiting for? As Horner stated, the time to build
rail is now.

M. B. Espiritu
Honolulu
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Rail uncovered

Inside the long-awaited Final Environmental Impact Statement
Adrienne LaFrance

March 31, 2010

Amid political name-calling, sensational headlines and evasive officials offering little beyond
canned quotations, Honolulu residents have been left wondering exactly what is going on with
the City’s multibillion-dollar rail proposal, which officials are telling the truth and how much
longer we have to wait to see the document that the City assures will seal our transit fate and
solve our traffic problems.

While Honolulu transit officials turned down Honolulu Weekly ’s requests for the most recently
submitted draft of the Final Environmental Impact Survey (and State transportation officials
never formally responded), the Federal government finally obliged. The Weekly examined
thousands of pages of documents obtained in a federal Freedom of Information Act request. The
result: a first look at the latest draft of the FEIS in a side-by-side comparison to the previous
version, which was made public in November 2008.

Among the more notable aspects of the document, which still requires approval from the Federal
Transit Administration, are the historic properties newly acknowledged to be adversely affected
by the rail plan, the 890 parking spaces the project would eliminate and the fact that the
document—submitted by the City in October 2009—indeed addressed both the possible
encroachment of the rail route onto Runway Protection Zones at Honolulu International Airport
and the related permitting requirements (see “Airport Alternative” box), consistent with what
City officials have said. That’s just the beginning. But with a project of this scope and
complexity, you have to start somewhere.

Unresolved Issues

2009 Final EIS:

Several permits are still required for the construction of the project.

Transfer of ownership of a site near Leeward Community College is not yet complete.

Federal funds from the New Starts program will not be committed by FTA until the completion
of the Full-funding Grant Agreement.

ARO00079651



Airport Alternative

2008 Draft EIS:

The Airport Alternative will carry the most passengers, with 249,200 daily transit trips by 2030.
No mention of runway positioning as it pertains to proposed rail route.

2009 Final EIS:

The Airport Alternative will provide 273,000 daily transit trips by 2030.

Runway 22R/4L at Honolulu International Airport will be relocated approximately 750 feet
makai of its current position and Runway 22L/4R will be relocated approximately 300 feet makai
of its current position to make the Runway Protection Zone compatible with the project and

existing buildings near Lagoon Drive.

The guideway alignment has been located to avoid the new Mauka Terminal and airplane tarmac
planned for the location of the existing commuter terminal parking lot.

Approximately 2 acres of land will be needed to accommodate the placement of elevated
guideway support columns and two passenger stations on airport property.

The City lists the required permit for construction in Runway Protection Zones among necessary

paperwork to be filed “by contractor within two years of intended construction of airport portion
of the Project.”

Operating Parameters

2008 Draft EIS:

Transit times from Kapolei to Ala Moana Center in the a.m. peak would be between 57 and 59
minutes via rail.

Potential effects of the project could include reduced travel lane widths, parking, bike lanes and
sidewalks.

Each train will be capable of carrying 325 passengers, for a peak capacity of 6,000 passengers
per hour per direction.

It’s envisioned bicycles would be allowed on trains.

2009 Final EIS:

ARO00079652



Transit times from Kapolei to Downtown Honolulu in the a.m. peak would be 55 minutes (no
estimate on transportation time between Kapolei and Ala Moana Center provided).

The project will result in the loss of 105 on-street and approximately 785 off-street parking
spaces. No bicycle facilities or sidewalks will be removed as a result of the project.

Each train will be capable of carrying up to 500 passengers, for a peak capacity of 8,650
passengers per hour per direction.

Bicycles, luggage and surfboards will be allowed on trains and regulated by policy.

Noise and Vibration
2008 Draft EIS:
Moderate noise impacts are anticipated at between 18 and 23 residential buildings.

A solid parapet wall and vehicle wheel skirts will provide 2- to 5 dBA (decibel adjusted) noise
reduction at floors above the level of the guideway.

Additional noise mitigation measures will be explored.

The project will not create vibration effects, so no mitigation is proposed.
2009 Final EIS:

Moderate impacts are anticipated at eight locations.

A solid parapet wall will reduce noise by 3dBA or more at five of the eight locations where
moderate impacts are anticipated.

Sound-absorption materials will be placed within the guideway structure in the vicinity of the
remaining three locations, meaning no noise impacts will occur.

The project will not create vibration effects, so no mitigation is proposed.

Displacements and relocation

2008 Draft EIS:

Property acquisition ranging from 179-205 parcels would be required.
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The project would require 34 or 35 full acquisitions.

20 residences, one church and between 62 and 67 businesses would be relocated by the project.

There are 58 schools, six libraries and 93 religious institutions within one half-mile of the project

alignment.

The project will have no adverse effects on Hawaii Employers Council; Ossipoff’s Aloha
Chapel; Potential Makalapa Housing Historic District; Lava Rock Curbs, six quonset huts; wood
tenement buildings; OR&L office, terminal building and document storage building; Nuuanu
Stream Bridge; Chinatown Historic District; Merchant Street Historic District including
Honolulu Police Station; Walker Park; Mother Waldron Playground; Honouliuli Stream Bridge,
Waiawa Stream 1932 Bridge (westbound lanes), Waimalu Stream Bridge, Kalauao Springs
Bridge or Waikele Stream Bridge.

2009 Final EIS:

Property acquisition of 191 parcels will be required.

The Project will require 33 full acquisitions.

20 residences, one church and 61 businesses will be relocated by the project.

There are 46 schools, five libraries and 82 religious institutions within one half-mile of the
project alignment.

The project will have adverse effects—including some effects to integrity of setting and feeling—
on Hawaii Employers Council; Ossipoft’s Aloha Chapel; Potential Makalapa Housing Historic
District, Lava Rock Curbs, six quonset huts; wood tenement buildings; OR&L office, terminal
building and document storage building; Nuuanu Stream Bridge;, Chinatown Historic District;
Merchant Street Historic District including Honolulu Police Station; Walker Park; Mother
Waldron Playground; Honouliuli Stream Bridge, Waiawa Stream 1932 Bridge (westbound
lanes), Waimalu Stream Bridge, Kalauao Springs Bridge and Waikele Stream Bridge.

Some land within the study corridor has been designated ceded land. For land designated as
ceded lands within the project’s right-of-way, ownership of these lands will not change. The

Rapid Transit Division will obtain the appropriate permissions from the State for any ceded lands

needed for the Project.

Archaeological, cultural, and historic resources

2008 Draft EIS:
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The Area of Potential Effect, identified as containing properties with construction dates before
1969, contains 84 historic resources. Up to 61 of those resources could be affected by the
Project.

Mitigation measures for historic resources are being developed in consultation with the State
Historic Preservation Division.

2009 Final EIS:

The Area of Potential Effect contains 81 historic resources. Through consultation, the Project
was determined to have an adverse effect on 33 of those resources.

Adverse affect recommendations by the State Historic Preservation Division were accepted by
the FTA.

The Project will not affect any known archaeological resources.

Cost and Funding

2008 Draft EIS:
In fiscal year 2008 dollars, the capital cost of the project would be $4.8 billion.

The local funding source for the project is a 0.5 percent surcharge on the State General Excise
and Use Tax.

The local funding source is expected to generate $4.1 billion through 2022.

The FTA has agreed to consider $1.2 billion for the Federal contribution to the project from the
New Starts Program.

The weighted average interest rate on long-term debt is assumed to be 3.71 percent, consistent

with the City’s AA financial rating as of July 2008. Finances charges are expected up to $727
million.

2009 Final EIS:

In fiscal year 2009 dollars, the capital cost of the project would be $4.3 billion.
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The local funding source for the project is a 0.5 percent surcharge on the State General Excise
and Use Tax

The local funding source is expected to generate $3.5 billion through 2022.

The FTA has agreed to consider $1.6 billion for the Federal contribution to the project from the
New Starts Program.

The weighted average interest rate on long-term debt is assumed to be 3.27 percent, consistent

with the City’s AA financial rating as of April 2009. Finances charges are expected up to $393
million.

Water resources

2008 Draft EIS:

Although floodplains and surface marine waters are found at various sections of the route,
mitigation using best management practices would promote a natural, low-maintenance,
sustainable approach where possible.

2009 Final EIS:

Twenty streams or conveyance channels and several floodplains are to be crossed by the
guideway or other project structures.

The project will permanently encroach upon .08 acres of U.S. waters from placing piers in
Waiawa Springs, Moanalua Stream, Kapalama Canal Stream and Nuuanu Stream.

Since Draft EIS was published, several meetings have been held. In December 2008, the United
States Army Corps of Engineers, Hawaii Department of Health, Hawaii’s Coastal Zone

Management Program, Hawaii Commission on Water Resource Management and Environmental

Protection Agency met with project staff to clarify water resource requirements for the project.

Section 4(f)

Section 4(f) of the 1966 U.S. Department of Transportation Act protects public parklands,
recreational lands, wildlife refuges and historic sites of national, state or local significance.

2008 Draft EIS:

ARO00079656



The project would result in direct use of between seven and eight Section 4(f) resources.

The project would result in de minimus (of minimum importance) impacts on between six and
seven Section 4(f) resources.

No temporary or constructive use would occur.

2009 Final EIS:

The project will result in direct use of 12 Section 4(f) resources.

The project will result in de minimus impacts on three Section 4(f) resources.
The project will require temporary occupancy of one Section 4(f) resource.

There is no feasible and prudent alternative to the use of these resources.

Comments

2008 Draft EIS:

Public involvement in the form of opportunities for comment will continue through the
remainder of the project.

The Draft EIS is being circulated for a 45-day review and comment period. A formal public
hearing will also be held during this period. The hearing’s purpose is to give interested parties an

opportunity to formally submit comments on the Project and the analysis contained in the Draft
EIS. Attendance at the hearings is not required to submit comments.

2009 Final EIS:
Public involvement activities will continue throughout the construction period.

The Draft EIS was circulated for a 75-day review and comment period starting in November
2008.

In total, 592 comment submissions were received. The majority of those comments were related
to the following topics: Alternatives considered, planned extensions, ridership and travel
forecasting, parking, traffic analysis, visual, noise, cost and financing, construction phasing,
construction effects, acquisition and relocation.

Timeline: 120 years of Honolulu Transit
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The 1800s

1888: The Oahu Railway and Land Company is founded with a government railroad charter
approved by King David Kalakaua.

1895: The development of the OR&L’s route across ‘Ewa establishes the first urban
development at Pearl City.

1899: The first two automobiles in Honolulu take to the streets.

Early 1900s

1901: Honolulu Rapid Transit and Land Company launches an electric streetcar system.
1925: Motor bus operations begin in Honolulu.

The ’40s & °S0s

1942: Streetcars are replaced completely by buses.

1947: OR&L makes its last trip on New Year’s Eve before the company’s dissolution.
1953: Construction of the H-1 highway is complete.

The ’60s

1960s: Public opposition to expanding highways mounts on Oahu.

1966: Honolulu Mayor Neal Blaisdell suggests rail as an alternative to automobiles.

1967: Oahu Transportation Study concludes rail between Pearl City and Hawaii Kai would be a
cost-effective transportation solution.

1968: Preliminary engineering and evaluation completed for Honolulu Area Rail Rapid Transit,
popularly known as HART.

The *70s & *80s
1971: Bus operations expand on Oahu under a new name: TheBus.
1980: HART advocate and Honolulu Mayor Frank Fasi loses reelection to Eileen Anderson.

1981: Honolulu Mayor Eileen Anderson scraps HART after President Ronald Regan eliminates
federal funding for new mass transit.

1984: Frank Fasi reelected as mayor.
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1986: City officials revive rapid transit project, based on planning from HART but incorporating
new automated technologies, and call it Honolulu Rapid Transit or HRT.

The ’90s
1992: Final Environmental Impact Statement is issued for HRT.
1992: City Council rejects local funding solution, halts HRT.

1998: City develops the Oahu Trans 2K Islandwide Mobility Concept Plan, an integrated
transportation approach with planned roadway and public bus system improvements.

The aughts

2000: Major Investment Study and Draft Environmental Impact Statement for a system based on
bus rapid transit completed.

2005: State Legislature approves Act 247, allowing City Council to levy tax to fund transit
improvements.

2005: State and Federal paperwork filed to explore transit solutions for Oahu congestion.
2006: Honolulu High-Capacity Transit Corridor Project Alternatives Analysis Report
completed. Report evaluates four transit solutions: Do nothing, transportation system

management, express buses operating in managed lanes, fixed-guideway transit system.

2007: City Council considers 3,000 public comments, selects a fixed-guideway from East
Kapolei to Ala Moana by way of Salt Lake Boulevard as the locally-preferred alternative.

November 2008: Oahu voters pass a charter amendment in support of a steel-wheel on steel-rail
transit system.

November 2008: City releases Draft Environmental Impact Statement, requests comments from
public.

November 2008: City Council Chairman Todd Apo and City Councilman Charles Djou propose
altering rail route to go past airport.

January 2009: City Council passes resolution to approve airport route.

October 2009: City submits Final Environmental Impact Statement to Federal government,
Honolulu Mayor Mufi Hannemann announces delay to planned December 2009 groundbreaking.

Into the future
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March 2010: Federal, State and City officials meet to discuss airport zoning and other technical
issues.

2018: Planned completion of Honolulu High-Capacity Transit Corridor Project, based on
December 2009 groundbreaking.
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NEWS RELEASE

: CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE March 2, 2010
Release No. M-6-10

HANNEMANN UNVEILS LEAN AND BALANCED SPENDING PLAN FOR 2011

(Tues., March 2, 2010)—Mayor Mufi Hannemann today unveiled a lean and balanced spending
plan for the fiscal year that begins on July 1, including a $1.827 billion City operating budget
that is just 1.2 percent larger than the current year’s budget.

The increase is driven largely by predetermined costs such as previously arbitrated pay
raises for police and firefighters, negotiated pay raises for bus drivers, and other work force
costs.

“This is a carefully crafted spending plan that will protect public health and safety, make
prudent improvements to our infrastructure, and invest in our future,” Hannemann said.

The plan also includes $14 million for specialized public safety requirements of hosting
the 2011 Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation conference. The City hopes to receive federal
reimbursement for all or a portion of these costs.

Absent the costs related to labor agreements and the APEC conference, the operating
budget would decrease 1.8 percent, Hannemann said.

The spending plan sets the real property tax rate for the newly created Non-Homeowner
classification at $3.72 per $1,000 of assessed value. This rate is lower than the old Improved
Residential classification rate, which was $3.75 in 2006.

The change for an owner of a typical single-family home in the Non-Homeowner
classification is expected to be 49 cents more per month. A change of 25 cents more per month is
expected for the owner of a typical condominium in this classification.

The Homeowner rate would remain $3.42 per $1,000 of assessed value, no other
classification rates would change, and no additional taxes or fees were proposed.

“Given these difficult economic times, it is incumbent upon government to not add to the
burdens of our residents who may be threatened with financial difficulties,” Hannemann said.

The budget assumes 21 to 24 day furloughs of certain City employees, and continued five

percent pay cuts for Cabinet members. Certain other employees not covered by collective
bargaining agreements will also receive five percent pay cuts.
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The plan also assumes that Honolulu will continue to receive a fair portion of the
Transient Accommodations Tax (hotel room tax) collected from visitors by the State. Honolulu
receives approximately $41 million annually from this tax, which helps offset the visitor impact
on public services such as police and fire protection, garbage collection, park maintenance and
wastewater operations.

The separate $2.108 billion Capital Improvement Project budget included in the spending
plan designates $493 million for sanitation upgrades, $124 million for street repairs and $1.316
billion for the City’s rail transit project.

Hannemann cautioned that some commentators habitually lump the Operating and
Capital Improvement budgets together and compare them with combined budgets from previous
years—which did not include major investments in the island’s sewer system and the rail
project—to deliberately create distorted and misleading impressions of City spending.

“The fact of the matter is that the Operating Budget, which pays for all the day-to-day
services our residents and visitors depend on, would only increase by 1.2 percent,” Hannemann
emphasized. “The separate Capital Improvement budget will obviously be larger than in previous
years because we are investing in a major rail transit project this island badly needs, and making
up for years of neglect to our sewer system and other infrastructure.”

Highlights of the Capital Improvement budget.

Transit:
e Honolulu High Capacity Transit Project ($1.3 billion);
¢ Bus and Handi-Van Acquisition ($17.7 million);
e Alapai Transit Center and Alapai Transportation Management Center ($17.1
million).

Sanitation:
e Solid Waste Facility Expansion ($142.8 million);
e Ala Moana Wastewater Pump Station Force Mains No. 3 and 4 ($139.5 million);
e Kaneohe/Kailua Force Main No. 2 ($90.7 million);
e Kailua Wastewater Treatment Plant Improvements ($23.6 million);

Highways and Streets:

e Rehabilitation of Streets ($77 million)
e West Oahu Traffic Improvements at Various Locations ($185.5 million);,

Public Safety:
e Police and Fire Equipment and Acquisitions ($9.9 million);,
e Replacement of the Waianae Police Station ($5 million);
e East Kapolei Fire Station ($4.5 million).

New initiatives included in the spending plan include:

e a Nanakuli Regional Park;
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Waikiki park and landscaping improvements;

a senior community center at the former Wailupe Valley School,

reconstruction of the Kualoa Regional Park wastewater system;

a Supervisory Control and Data Acquisition system for wastewater facilities; and
aerial imaging for real property assessments.

-30-

Media contact: Bill Brennan, Mavor’s Office, 768-6928
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Facts about rail transit near

the Honolulu Airport.

HONOLULU RAIL TRANSIT

You may have read a recent article that implied the City did not adequately prepare for the
airport portion of the Honolulu Rail Transit Project. This is untrue.

Here are the facts:

Fact: The City completed the required airspace
study for the rail route near the airport and the
Lagoon Drive rail station.

Fact: The City gave the airspace study to the
Hawaii Department of Transportation (HDOT) in
2008 and the Federal Aviation Administration
(FAA) in mid-2009. it was based on the airport's
official plans which did not have the new, larger
FAA runway protection zone.

Fact: At the time, neither HDOT nor the FAA
found conflicts with the rail route or the Lagoon
Drive station. When we discovered a conflict
we informed HDOT and proposed a mitigation
plan.

Fact: HDOT Director Brennon Morioka sent a
letter agreeing to the City’s mitigation plan in
November 2009.

Fact: The form 7480 that is mentioned in the
article has nothing to do with the EIS, or the

runway protection zone. It's a standard form

filed a minimum of 30 days before construction,

and construction of this segment is several
years away.

Fact: The City informed the FTA that we have
reached a solution to the FAA and HDOT
concern over the airport issue, including the
runway pmtectlan zone, and we are walttng for
FTA dacument so their concurrence is needed
before the solution is finalized.

Fact: The airport is a vitally important destina-
tion for the rail system, which is why the City is
working diligently to ensure that the airport sta-
tion is planned well.

Fact: We have collected over 99.4% of the
forecasted amount in GET revenue from 2007
o date.

Some continue to give an inaccurately bleak
picture on GET revenue and say we are short
on money. Instead of reacting to the month to

month revenue fluctuations, we rely on the eco-
nomic experts’ assessment through the project
time period. The experts adjusted the financial
plan for the economic downturn and our finan-
cial plan was even deemed “conservative” by
the independent Hawaii Business Roundtable.

We anticipate the recovery from the recession
and so does the Governor's Council on
Revenues. Their latest forecast shows the
economy is recovering sooner than expected
with the growth rate of 6.2%. The City also
moved up some key construction contracts to
take advantage of the current slow market so
that the contracts are coming in with substantial
savings.Additionally, the Federal Transit
Administration has expressed strong support
for funding this project with over $1.5 billion in
federal funds.

The project has a solid financial
base and is moving forward.
Mahalo for your continued support
for rail.

“Honolulu’s rail system is the best transit project in the country.”

Paid by: Kiewit Pacific Co., PB Americas, inc., InfraConsult LLC.

Congressman James Oberstar
Chairmar of the House Transportation and Infrastructure Commiliee
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