Public Involvement Overview

September 2008
Month

Hotline Calls* 15
Comment Sense Comments/Inquiries* 25
FOIA requests 0
Speakers Bureau 43
Presentation/Events 34

Neighborhood Boards
TAC 0

Workshops

Hotline and Comment Sense reporting includes requests for additions/changes to the
project mailing list.

Neighborhood Board reporting includes both full presentations and project briefings.
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Midweek.com - Print Mufi Takes His Train To Church

But it's been like David against Goliath.

When Mayor Hannemann vowed to “do everything legally possible to see that this (voter initiative) doesn't go through,” he meant it, and true to
his word, City Clerk Denise DeCosta rejected the petitions saying they were past deadline.

But Judge Karl Sakamoto ruled. “The voice of the people should not be suffocated by the erroneous readings of the law by its own government,”
he announced sternly, saying that the people who gathered these signatures “would suffer irreparable harm” if the initiative couldn’t go on the
general election ballot.

Every attempt by the mayor and City Council members favoring the $5 billion (inflation adjusted), minimum 10-year rail project to squelch its
opposition has only made people wonder why such fear of the ballot box?

{embed="elements/google_ad336x280"}

“Rail transit is not appropriate for Honolulu ... too much money for too little result ... it is disturbing that so much of the funds are going for high-
powered public relations efforts,” says former Hawaii governor, Ben Cayetano.

Using our own tax dollars to run expensive television ads to convince us to approve a rail project we're already paying for through a GET raise
flies in the face of the democratic spirit.

Now after four years, contractors and even the mayor publicly admit the Rail Mass Transit is a development project, not one to alleviate traffic
like 2004 campaigns promised.

There’s no shame in wanting to develop land prudently. Shame comes in the misleading.

Because other viable and far less expensive alternatives to steel-on-steel rail have been so explicitly laid out by experts on mass transit (at their
own expense, with nothing to gain financially or politically), it's clear that giving commuters from ewa Oahu a faster-implemented, less-expensive,
more-flexible commute isn't the motive, it's development - and it's hardcore politics. Labor unions, developers, contractors and others who stand
to gain financially by rail are willing to spend any amount to convince us that this massive project will end traffic woes and give us a better life. A
large, loud (eventually dirty) train slicing across West Oahu at 25 mph stopping at 26 stations (surrounded by high rises) appeals to some. Fair
enough.

http://www.midweek.com/content/columns/Print_Story/mufi_takes_his_train_to_church/ (2 of 3) [9/3/2008 7:01:51 AM]
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Midweek.com - Print Ways To Improve Riding TheBus

“Believe me I have 100 percent empathy for the homeless, and I would hope the city/county can assist them in any way possible. It just appears
to me that when we are waiting for TheBus the homeless act as if we are invading ‘their’ space and make it very uncomfortable for us.”

A few riders pointed out that some of the drivers should be sent back to customer service school. Ron says, “Although most drivers are courteous,
there are some that have no public service skills. When tourists or locals are asking if they stop at a certain stop, they just say "No” and not tell
them what bus to catch. It's embarrassing and rude. If you make more money than teachers, at least educate riders what bus to catch.”

I agree with this reader. Our aloha spirit has been a selling point, touted by the mayor and stressed as a priority by the folks who run TheBus. A
few bad apples among your drivers can trash your best efforts and discourage countless people from coming back.

Most of the readers who wrote to me are hoping that as more people hop on board, the city will take note and address these legitimate concerns
in order to turn the first-timers into true bus converts.

After watching the Democratic National Convention on cable (forget the major networks, they set records for political irrelevance. Were they even
there?) I have come to the conclusion that next time I will watch C-Span or stick to PBS. The reason? Those pundits and so-called analysts
yammering and hammering and trying really hard to turn the proceedings into the political equivalent of a trash-talking, pro wrestling
smackdown.

{embed="elements/google_ad336x280"}

“Give us red meat!” they yelled after Michelle Obama’s lovely speech.

“Hillary vs. Barack!” they speculated as they hunted down the three or four most die-hard PUMAs in the crowd of thousands of devoted
Obamafans.

“Will Bill put aside his bitterness? Can the party come together?” they asked over and over and over, phony concerned looks on their faces as
they ignored the loud and persistent declarations of unity from 98 percent of the delegates.

http://www.midweek.com/content/columns/Print_Story/ways_to_improve_riding_thebus/ (2 of 3) [9/3/2008 6:59:13 AM]
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Midweek.com - Print Ways To Improve Riding TheBus

I think it's important to ask the questions, but all that mindless repetition and narrow focus on the negative gets old.

Let's face it, conflict makes for good TV. But, hey, this isn‘t a movie or a sporting event, and this year’s election is way too important to trivialize
with fake drama and artificial hype. The reality of this historic moment in time is dramatic enough, and compelling for watchers on both sides of
the political spectrum.

Notice I didn't say “political divide.” We've had enough of that.

Find this article at: hitp://www. midweek.com/content/columns/moonlighting_article/ways_to_improve_riding_thebus/

http://www.midweek.com/content/columns/Print_Story/ways_to_improve_riding_thebus/ (3 of 3) [9/3/2008 6:59:13 AM]
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Midweek.com - Print Why We Must Vote On The Rail Plan

I appreciate the fact that Mayor Hannemann is supportive of the process. However, it is no secret that he is a vociferous supporter of this project.
He has invested a great deal of his political capital in ensuring rail is approved, ground is broken and the project is well on its way even after he
leaves office. I believe the mayor thinks the rail project is best for Honolulu. But as supportive as he says he is of the process, it's the process
itself that is the basis of the ire found in rail opponents. It seems to me if you are going to ask people to fund a public works project to the tune
of billions of dollars, you would allow them to exercise their right to vote yes or no. Why was this opportunity not afforded to the people of the
City and County of Honolulu? If the answer is that duly elected officials representing the people made the decisions then, yes, that is an answer.
But it's not an adequate answer.

{embed="elements/google_ad336x280"}

The City and County charter provides for initiative referendum. That means the city government anticipated issues would arise demanding a
direct response from the people. Our current elected officials understand our laws provide for direct democracy. The administration and the
council knew other communities placed rail transit questions on their ballot. The city should have had the common courtesy to include the people
of this community in the direct decision-making process. Excluding the same people who will have their lands condemned, view planes altered,
endure countless hours of disruption and then pay for it all seems like just plain bad manners. (Before you go rushing to their defense, let’s all
remember the mayor said he would do everything legally possible to stop this initiative from getting on the ballot, and the council never
considered allowing the community to vote on this issue until it was clear the Stop Rail Now petition drive was succeeding).

Whether a question appears on the ballot or not, you still have a voice regarding the rail project. Choose the mayoral candidate who represents
your position on this issue. Choose the council candidate who represents your position on this issue. Then vote.

Find this article at: hitp://www. midweek.com/content/columns/ace_article/why_we_must_vote_on_the_rail_plan/

http://www.midweek.com/content/columns/Print_Story/why_we_must_vote_on_the_rail_plan/ (2 of 2) [9/3/2008 6:56:52 AM]
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Kobayashi said she had great admiration for the work done on and at the Filipino Community Center and spoke of how she
helped approve funding for its construction.

"Over the past year, many people have asked me to run for mayor," she said. "l could stay in my council race, unopposed, but
instead | have to run for mayor because | worry about the direction the city is heading in.

"| care about the economy. | decided to jump into the race to represent the people. Money power is great but people power is
greater. We have a real grassroots network."

Hannemann and Kobayashi both said they support mass transit to alleviate traffic and congestion for Leeward O'ahu residents
while Prevedouros maintained his position that mass transit is too expensive and will not solve congestion issues.

Hannemann also said the local economy will benefit from the construction project and developments that will be built along the
transit route.

"You've been in perpetual traffic gridlock seven days a week. It's all about having choices, because that is what we're lacking,"
he said.

Kobayashi, who favors the mass-transit technology of rubber tires on concrete, said she is a longtime supporter of mass transit
and would like some form of the project to move forward.

"I've always advocated for mass transit. | spent 14 years in the state Senate and there we recognized the problems, especially
on this side of the island," she said. "We (on the City Council) know that mass transit is necessary. What we haven't agreed
upon is the type of vehicle.

"| think that what the most important thing for this project is to let the people vote. As soon as that vote is taken, we must move
forward and get this done."

Prevedouros, citing his experience as an engineer specializing in traffic control, said rail transit will cost taxpayers too much
money and will do very little to alleviate traffic.

"This is the biggest misperception perpetrated here. Rail is a terrible idea and a tax sinkhole," Prevedouros said. The
candidates talked about the complexities inherent in developing roads, sewers, schools and electrical grids needed to sustain
all the new communities sprouting in the area.

"They build homes but they don't build roads. That is an amazing lack of doing the fundamentals," Prevedouros said.

Kobayashi said building the UH-West O'ahu campus would help reduce traffic by keeping students, faculty and staff on that
side of the island.

Hannemann said he has formed partnerships between developers and city government to ensure infrastructure is built.

He pointed to the recent agreement between Kapolei Property Development and the city, in which the developer agreed to pay
for $172 million in infrastructure in exchange for an expedited permitting process.

"That's what it takes, a leader who can work with business and labor," Hannemann said.

http://www.honoluluadvertiser.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article? AID=/20080905/NEWS01/809050394&template=printart (2 of 3) [9/5/2008 7:13:29 AM]
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If | can afford the toll or HOT lane, it'll get me into town quicker, then dump me onto the same congested
roads where | can sit in traffic again. Oh — and by the way — where am | going to park once | get there?

D: (Mayoral candidate) Panos Prevedouros says that rail will be worse for the environment than letting
people drive their cars. Is this true?

Maluafiti: There is no credible research that shows this. On the contrary, rail uses electricity from a
single power source, which would be tightly regulated by the EPA. It is more efficient, cuts CO2 and
other pollutant emissions, and reduces our overdependence on foreign oil. And with all the attention
recently around renewable energy, we need to stop assuming that that our society is going to rely on
fossil fuels to provide electricity in the future.

Stewart: \We've heard banter from both sides of the rail issue and we know that both sides have done
their individual polls, however, polls are sometimes not very accurate. From your discussions with
people on the west side, is there an overwhelming support for rail transit or are they talking about a
rubber on concrete system? Also, will people on the west side and Central O'ahu really use rail transit
on a daily basis if it's put into place?

Maluafiti: The only people on the west side that |'ve heard are opposed to rail are the people that are
NOT making the commute into town. But the support is overwhelming and for once we are rallying for
what's best — not just for West or Central O'ahu, but for the entire island! This is about the greater good
and we are ready for the ride.

Aloha: Is the cost of rail transit worth it?

Maluafiti: Rail simply comes down to long-term affordability and sustainability. We can't afford NOT to
do this. It makes economic and financial sense to most families living on O'ahu. It costs the average
family $8,100 to own and operate a car compared to paying for rail at about $581 for a family of four.
And don't forget all the money that's being wasted sitting in traffic — talk about lost productivity.

Dennis: The city official studies show that with rail, traffic congestion from Leeward will be much worse
by 2030, increasing from the current 15 percent overload to 80 percent overload, leading to gridlock. By
advocating a train instead of more effective HOT lanes, aren't you condemning your neighbors to
permanent traffic hell? With HOT lanes, an express bus could pick up a rider in Kapolei near their home,
drive on the freeway to the HOT lane, proceed nonstop to Downtown or Waikiki in half the time it would
take for a similar rail journey. Why would you not prefer that? Do you realize that HOT lanes would have
three times the passenger capacity of rail, or can you prove otherwise?

Maluafiti: Whoa, Dennis. What assumptions are you making? As I've said, this has never been only
about traffic congestion. Rail transit provides better service quality that attracts more riders — especially
discretionary riders. Rail carries more passengers per vehicle, which reduces labor costs, requires less
land per peak passenger-trip, and causes less noise and air pollution compared to diesel buses. Rail is
more suitable for the most congested corridor in the nation! It will provide a catalyst for urban
redevelopment and more compact development. How can we possibly envision an island with more
cars? It's just not fair to the next generation.

Joeseph: | have seen three different polls in the news showing solid support for rail. How confident are
you that voters will support rail?

Maluafiti: I've heard over and over again from people from Wai'anae to Waimanalo; from Hale'iwa to

http://www.honoluluadvertiser.com/apps/pbcs.dil/article? AID=/20080907/OPINION03/8090703 1 2&template=printart (2 of 4) [9/7/2008 6:25:33 AM]
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Hawai'i Kai. They have risen above the rhetoric. They see that this isn't about "l won't use, so | don't
want to pay for it." This is social justice in action. The bottom line is people in Hawai'i care about our
neighbors. It's part of our culture, to malama.

James: What should be done about congestion? It's all right if you are not concerned by future traffic,
but what about the people actually on the roads?

Maluafiti: I'll tell you how we could better manage congestion. How about moving development around
the island instead of concentrating it in West O'ahu? Last time | checked, nobody seemed interested in
that option. But since we get to absorb all the development, and we are saying "Give us rail" so we don't
have to sit in traffic, then it would seem fair to give us that alternative. Bottom line is our population is
going to continue to grow — and so will congestion. But this is about "choice." Give us the choice. We
are ready to ride!

Anthony: | want rail, but | don't think much about all the technologies being talked about. Do you agree
that steel on steel is the best technology?

Maluafiti: | really leave that to the experts. A panel of experts overwhelmingly agreed that steel on steel
was the best choice. In 20 years, we may be at a point in which to look at expanded lines that use other
technology. And at that time, I'll trust the experts again. | have faith in them. | hope you do, too.

Gary: I've lived in 'Ewa Beach for over 30 years and you say you're from 'Ewa Beach also. You know
the closest rail station will be four miles away in Kapolei. How does that help 'Ewa Beach commuters
when we will still have to ride to Kapolei on a bus?

Maluafiti: We'll have the North-South Road open long before our line is in. And the long-term plan is to
extend a line through Kalaeloa. And I'd rather sit through a short 5-minute drive to Kapolei than sitin a
90-minute commute to town. It's a no brainer.

Lola: Since you are a registered lobbyist in the state of Hawai'i could you tell us who is paying you?
Why should we believe someone whose paycheck is dependent on being pro-rail?

Maluafiti: | wish | was getting paid for sitting on the Hot Seat with you folks! But that's exactly why |
want rail. Do you know how many hearings I've missed because | couldn't get to town, or couldn't find a
place to park? Do you know how much better our democratic process would be if more people could
come down to the Capitol and engage in the process? Don't equate my profession with my passion. |
need rail. And so does the rest of this island — regardless of the job you're in.

John: You said rail will "keep the country country." How does more development preserve green space?

Maluafiti: Transit Oriented Development would focus development along the rail line — more dense,
mixed-use development of residential, commercial and retail spaces, and development that is walkable,
pedestrian friendly. People choose to live along the rail line to give up that extra car. It comes down to
creating places that people can "live, work and play." So instead of developing the North Shore, or
Kailua, or Hawai'i Kai — we focus on the urban corridor of Honolulu. That preserves green spaces,
agricultural lands and keeps the country country.

Gordon: You're asking taxpayers to fund billions and billions of dollars to build a rail system that won't
do anything to relieve traffic congestion. It doesn't make sense.

http://www.honoluluadvertiser.com/apps/pbcs.dil/article? AID=/20080907/OPINION03/8090703 1 2&template=printart (3 of 4) [9/7/2008 6:25:33 AM]
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office in 2004.

"Four years ago, the people of Honolulu gave me the honor and privilege of serving them. | always said
the easiest thing about that job is identifying the problem. The challenge is getting people together to get
things done. The proof in the poi is we've done it," he said. "We're getting the job done. The roads are
being fixed, the roads are being repaved. We are the safest big city in America."

Prevedouros, dressed in a blue shirt and black sport coat, chose to distance himself from the politicians
on stage by emphasizing his engineering experience and his desire to repeal the general excise tax
increase implemented to help pay for mass transit.

"You can vote for politicians who have loaded O'ahu's people with the largest excise tax increase in
Hawai'i history or you can vote for an engineer," Prevedouros said. "O'ahu's problems are significant,
but as a civil engineer, | can address these tough issues in the right way."

Later in the evening, Hannemann calmly fired back at Kobayashi's accusation of bullying.

"It saddens me," he told her, that she used that term. "You bring dishonor to my parents when you do
that. My parents raised me to be honorable and respectful. That is really something that you should be
careful in how you use that word and describe it."

The debate became heated as Prevedouros accused Hannemann of misleading the public about the
true cost of the transit project, while Kobayashi accused Hannemann of stealing campaign signs and
running a negative campaign behind the scenes.

Speaking after the debate, Hannemann said he felt no need to respond to the attacks in a negative
manner because he felt it distracted from discussion of issues.

"l didn't want to go over the top," Hannemann said. "l think it was clear who showed leadership and
judgment, to stand in the kitchen and take the heat."

Kobayashi said she was aggressive because she has been hearing from supporters that Hannemann
has been attacking her campaign and defending his territory in a negative fashion.

"People have told me worse, but bully seems to be the overall community sense," she said.

A split on transit

Hannemann and Kobayashi both said they support mass transit to alleviate traffic and congestion for
O'ahu residents while Prevedouros maintained his position that mass transit is too expensive and will
not solve congestion problems.

Prevedouros said a mixture of high-occupancy lanes and toll roads is a far better solution to the
proposed system.

"They are far superior in capacity and in performance cost options than the light rail: HOT (high-
occupancy toll) lanes and a high-occupancy expressway," Prevedouros said. "Rail doesn't do anything
to address our No. 1 problem, which is congestion.

http://www.honoluluadvertiser.com/apps/pbcs.dil/article? AID=/20080910/NEWS05/809100409&template=printart (2 of 3) [9/10/2008 6:52:10 AM]
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two vote-getters go on to the general election.

The debate last night showed that Kobayashi could take a more aggressive approach and
that University of Hawaii at Manoa engineering professor Panos Prevedouros is attempting to
shed his image as a one-issue candidate.

The biggest issue of the night, which took up much of the 90-minute debate, was
Hannemann's proposed elevated 20-mile rail system running from Kapolei to Ala Moana.

Hannemann defended his selection of a steel wheel on steel rail system, while Prevedouros
and Kobayashi criticized him for the way the contracts totaling more than $100 million were
awarded.

"We have to make sure the money isn't being spent excessively, the contracts should not be a
nonbid contract," Kobayashi said. "We have to make sure there is fiscal integrity."

Hannemann responded, saying, "Ann, you've been on the Council, you should know the rules.
The administration is not involved in the procurement process. ... To somehow say that |
handpicked these companies is a distortion of the facts."

Hannemann has been critical of whether his opponents would have enough experience to be
mayor - Prevedouros has no political experience, while Kobayashi has never had power as an
executive. Hannemann did not ask that question last night. The candidates also did not
debate the island's only landfill, a contentious issue for Leeward Oahu residents who want it
closed.

In an unusual format that allowed for lively debate, the candidates had the opportunity to ask
each other questions. Prevedouros and Kobayashi remained critical of Hannemann, but
asked each other questions on less controversial topics.

"There was a lot of collaboration and tag-teaming going on here," Hannemann said after the
debate. "There was a lot of two-on-one."

Prevedouros and Kobayashi both denied that there was any coordination going on.
Prevedouros said he believes Hannemann is his main competitor and remained more critical
of him.

Kobayashi questioned Hannemann on his failure to commit for the full four-year term as
mayor. Hannemann countered with his own accusations of political gamesmanship,
questioning Kobayashi's last-minute filing for mayor that led to a series of election mishaps
and allowed for Hannemann's former opponent, Duke Bainum, to run in an uncontested race
for her seat.

The debate last night was co-sponsored by the Office of Hawaiian Affairs and The Honolulu
Advertiser and was aired on KGMB-9.

http://starbulletin.com/print/2005 . php?fr=/2008/09/10/mews/story01.html (3 of 4) [9/10/2008 7:00:01 AM]
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Mayoral Debate: Fireworks and Laughter | KGMB9 News Hawaii | (KGMB9)

Mayoral
Debate:
Fireworks
and Laughter

Written by Stacy Loe - sloe@kgmb9.com
September 09, 2008 10:55 PM

The political drama was high at Tuesday
night's 90 minute debate aired live on
KGMBO9.

Rail was the hot topic, but each candidate answered questions about
other issues too. Sometimes with humor, other times with an edge.

Right from the start, Councilwoman Ann Kobayashi went on the attack in
describing the mayor.

"I don't see courage, I don't see integrity, I don't see leadership. I see
blame, bullying and excuses," said Kobayashi.

Later, Mufi Hannemann responded.

"Ann it really saddens me every time you talk about me being a bully or
when you make negative accusations to things I try to do in this
community. I want you to know you bring dishonor to my parents when
you do that," said Honolulu Mayor Mufi Hannemann.

"Oahu's problems are signficant but as a civil engineer I can address
tough issues in a cost effective way," said UH Civil Engineer professor
Panos Prevedouros.

Much of the 1 and a half hour debate was devoted to the divided issue of
rail. The mayor supports a steel on steel system. Kobayashi likes other
alternatives, like rubber on concrete.

And Prevadourous, a civil engineer, is against all versions.

Questions were split between a panel and e-mails from viewers.

One asking the mayor would happen to those who live along the
proposed rail route drew a sharp response from the audience and his

http://kgmb9.com/main/index2 .php?option=com_content&task=view&id=9632&pop=1&page=0&Itemid=40 (1 of 2) [9/10/2008 7:11:24 AM]
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dominating issues

On O'ahu in the primary, Mayor Mufi Hannemann was gliding to re-election before UH-Manoa engineer
Panos Prevedouros and City Council member Ann Kobayashi entered the race late, mostly to challenge
Hannemann's plans for a steel-on-steel rail project. Voters will have a chance in November to have a
voice on the project through a ballot question, but the mayoral campaign has served as sort of a proxy
for the rail debate and Hannemann's leadership.

With a compressed campaign because of the late filings, other issues — such as the city's response to
a growing homeless population, an expensive federal mandate on wastewater treatment and an aging
landfill — have largely been submerged.

If Hannemann does not get more than 50 percent of the vote, the threshold for re-election in the primary,
the dynamics of the campaign could change quickly and the challenger who survives would likely be
seen as a more credible rival come November.

Voter registration on O'ahu is up less than 1 percent over 2006.

On the Big Island, where popular Mayor Harry Kim is leaving office due to term limits, former Kim aide
Billy Kenoi and state Sen. Lorraine Inouye, D-1st (Hamakua, S. Hilo), are considered the favorites,
although County Council members Angel Pilago and Stacy Higa are also contenders in the eight-
candidate field. A downturn in the economy, particularly in tourism and construction, has been an issue
for voters, along with improving government relations across the island when the center of power is in
Hilo on the east side.

"You've got gender and age and education and experience and the whole thing. So that makes it quite
interesting," Castberg said of the candidates.

On Kaua'i, where the death of Mayor Bryan Baptiste in June created an unexpected vacancy, Council
members JoAnn Yukimura and Mel Rapozo, parks and recreation director Bernard Carvalho and school
computer technician Rolf Bieber are trying to replace him. While the economy and improvements to city
services have been issues, the pace of new development and whether to welcome back the Hawaii
Superferry, which was blocked by protesters last year, have also been themes.

Voter registration is up 2.7 percent on Kaua'i.

races to watch

The primary also will break down the candidates for state House and Senate in November. With Obama
the presidential nominee, Democrats are optimistic that higher voter turnout will help them hold the
seats at the Legislature they picked up in 2004 and 2006. A wave of new Democratic voters for Obama
could also help the majority party pick up additional seats.

But because the party has to defend so many seats, most analysts predict Democrats could lose two
seats in the House to Republicans but gain one seat in the Senate in November. Democrats now have a
44-7 majority in the House and a 21-4 majority in the Senate.

Overall, there are five open House seats and two open Senate seats, and about 20 House and Senate
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Saturday's primary:

"He's a political unknown. He doesn't have a lot of political experience and he doesn't have a lot of
money and he's running against a formidable candidate."”

Milner nevertheless acknowledged Prevedouros "can have some effect on the mass-transit issue and
he can bring someone new into the political process."

He added: "He can do some interesting things. Does he have chance? | would bet a lot of money
against it."

Unlike Hannemann and the other top candidate for mayor, City Councilwoman Ann Kobayashi,
Prevedouros' 19 years in Honolulu have been spent exclusively teaching and mentoring engineers at
the University of Hawai'i.

Not that the 46-year-old native of Patras, Greece, let his lack of public policy experience or dearth of
time in front of television cameras affect his performance in a recent debate against the two veteran
politicians.

The political novice scored some verbal points as he sought to prove he is more than a voice against rail
transit.

Prevedouros was on the offensive, labeling the proposed $3.7 billion commuter rail project a nonsolution
and calling the second city of Kapolei — which Hannemann has supported — a failed vision and
infrastructure nightmare. Prevedouros accused Hannemann of misleading the public about the true cost
of the transit project, which he pegged at $6 billion.

Prevedouros also interjected humor and came off as the everyman who responded to a moderator's
prompt to ask a question of his fellow candidates by saying he would ask "a tough one."

infrastructure expert

Prevedouros, with the most advanced degrees of the three candidates, believes that it takes an
engineer to understand the science behind the core services that keep a city running.

"Infrastructure is my strength and infrastructure is the weakness of this city," said Prevedouros. "l am
quite a diverse and well-educated person. My expertise is infrastructure and | know how to make these
services operate efficiently.”

Cliff Slater, the retired founder of Maui Divers Jewelry and an ardent anti-rail activist credited with
pushing Prevedouros to run, said he believes Prevedouros will get a lot of support from the business
community when it comes time to go to the polls.

"Virtually all of our problems are civil engineering problems. Whether it be sewers, water, highways, or
rail lines, these are all multibillion-dollar problems," said Slater. "That's where the really hard work needs
to be done. He's a very, very competent guy. He has a lot to learn about politics but that doesn't strike
me as a disadvantage from a citizen's standpoint.”

Instead of building a train that "won't relieve traffic congestion," Prevedouros proposes synchronizing
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traffic signals and building high occupancy toll lanes to better manage rush-hour commutes.

"No one is talking about the real cost of this project. It is a completely unaffordable project that is a
nonsolution," said Prevedouros, in an interview with The Advertiser. "We would be literally throwing
money out of the window."

Other targets are what he sees as out-of-control development, and to develop Kapolei into a sustainable
city so that those living in the area won't have to commute into town to work, live and play.

Prevedouros champions "sustainable solutions" and believes that he can marshal the power of science
to develop waste-to-energy conversion methods that will negate the need for a landfill.

He also believes that he can save money and improve road repairs by developing a new type of
recyclable top layer of asphalt that will last much longer than the mixture currently used.

Unlike many who participate in public policy debates, however, Prevedouros has extensive technical
expertise, and he's not shy about demonstrating it publicly.

When he released his transportation alternatives study in March, he did so not in a scholarly journal, but
at a presentation at the state Capitol.

The study concluded that a system of high-occupancy toll lanes, bus rapid transit, highway underpasses
and a Pearl Harbor car ferry would cost a third of the price of a starter rail system while moving people
and traffic quicker and more efficiently.

technical background

At the time, Hannemann blasted Prevedouros, saying his study was political, not objective, and the
ideas "have not been able to generate any momentum and support.”

Prevedouros' journey to the public eye began in Patras, Greece's third-largest city, with a population of
more than 200,000.

His family shares his technical bent, with a brother and a sister who are electrical and industrial
engineers.

Prevedouros earned his undergraduate degree from the engineering college at Aristotle University in
Thessaloniki, Greece, before moving to the United States, where he earned a master's degree and a
doctorate in transportation engineering from Northwestern University in Evanston, lIl.

He joined the civil engineering department at UH in 1990 and has served as the chair of its civil
engineering graduate program since 2003.

He regularly lectures at international symposiums and conferences and has shared his expertise in 10
countries and 33 cities including Beijing, Chicago, Las Vegas, Los Angeles, London, Munich, New York,
Paris, Tokyo, Venice, Vienna and Washington, D.C.

Prevedouros took a leave of absence from his post as a tenured professor, which pays more than
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Hundreds, if not thousands, of businesses likely will work on the transit system by the time it's
completed, with the largest contracts going to construction companies and the manufacturer of the
trains. Those contracts are expected to draw more intense competition than the early contracts, which
are mostly for design and planning.

lack of bidders

The decision to award the largest contract, for $86 million, to PB Americas was made by a four-member
committee composed of government and private-sector individuals. The group met on July 12, 2007, to
decide who was best qualified for the contract.

One of the biggest questions at that meeting wasn't who would get the contract, but why there weren't
more than two bidders. According to minutes of the meeting, some members expressed disappointment
that only two firms sought the contract — PB Americas and Morristown, N.J. -based Louis Berger Group
Inc.

Normally, the city would require at least three bidders for contracts of this type, however, just two days
before the July 12 meeting, then-Transportation Director Melvin Kaku waived that requirement. Kaku
said potential competitors had a month to apply for the contract, which covers preliminary engineering
and environmental studies, according to city documents.

However, committee member Lorrie Stone said the city should have done more to publicize the contract,
which was posted on the city's Web site on June 5, 2007, and in a newspaper classified ad, according to
minutes of the meeting. Stone didn't return a call seeking a comment for this story.

Committee members were told by a city transportation official that their role was to decide which firm
was better qualified, rather than to question city solicitation procedures.

PB Americas was rated highest on all criteria by all members and got the contract.

new firm awarded

That deal followed the March 2007 contract awarded to InfraConsult LLC. The $11.5 million, 2 1/2-year
contract was to provide management support on the project, which included oversight of the work done
by Parsons Brinckerhoff.

InfraConsult was formed in the summer of 2006 by three former Parsons Brinckerhoff executives. Two
had previously worked on Honolulu transit projects.

Only one other company — Parsons Transportation Group — submitted a qualified competing bid.
Parsons Transportation is part of Los Angeles-based Parsons Corp., which has no connection to
Parsons Brinckerhoff.

The city selected InfraConsult over Parsons Corp. even though InfraConsult had a shorter track record.

Parsons Corp. had $2.5 billion in sales and 13,500 employees in 2007, according to Gale Group, a
research company. Parsons Transportation registered to do business in Hawai'i in May 1980, according
to state records.
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InfraConsult, which was founded in June 2006, did not register as a Hawai'i business until March 16,
2007 — just days after the company was selected the winning bidder for the city contract. The Honolulu
transit deal is the company's biggest contract to date.

InfraConsult, which was ranked highest by all evaluation committee members, won the contract even
though its bid of $11.5 million was higher than Parsons Transportation's bid of $9.4 million.
InfraConsult's proposal was "very detailed" while Parsons was "shallow," according to minutes of a
March 8, 2007, evaluation committee meeting.

InfraConsult's job under the contract will essentially be to augment the city staff in overseeing the work
conducted by Parsons Brinckerhoff. In effect, former Parsons Brinckerhoff employees will be helping the
city oversee the work of current Parsons Brinckerhoff employees.

Michael Schneider, managing partner for InfraConsult, said it is wrong to expect that his company will
cut Parsons Brinckerhoff any slack.

Schneider said he left Parsons Brinckerhoff following a difference of opinion about the company's future
direction that "was not particularly friendly."

Schneider also said he didn't form InfraConsult specifically to bid on the Honolulu contract and has no
intention of going easy on Parsons Brinckerhoff.

"It had absolutely nothing to do with Honolulu," he said. "That was serendipity to some extent, which
came along at least a year after | decided to leave the company and form an organization.

"Let us just say that if anybody thinks we split off so we could benignly manage the people at PB, they
have no concept of what went on at Parsons Brinckerhoff," Schneider said.

working relationships

It's unclear why more companies haven't competed for city rapid transit contracts.

The request for proposals for the contract awarded to InfraConsult was posted on the city's Internet site
on Jan. 23, 2007. Posting the request for proposals on the Internet is the minimum posting requirement
for contracts, according to the State Procurement Office.

The city exceeded posting requirements for the PB Americas contract by placing a classified ad in the
June 16, 2007, Honolulu Star-Bulletin. Bidding for the contract closed about two weeks later, on July 5.

State Rep. Cynthia Thielen, R-50th (Kailua, Kane'ohe Bay), thinks some potential bidders may be
intimidated by what appears to be a decadeslong close working relationship between Parsons
Brinckerhoff and the city. That perception may have been augmented when Wayne Y oshioka, a former
Parsons Brinckerhoff manager and engineer, took over as city transportation director on Dec. 1, 2007.
The train project is run by Yoshioka's department.

Yoshioka, a high-school classmate of Honolulu Mayor Mufi Hannemann, has promised to recuse himself

from key decisions regarding his former employer.
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Current and former Parsons Brinckerhoff employees also have been reliable contributors to
Hannemann's re-election campaign, giving $30,175. Hannemann, who's made the train a top priority —
has received a total of nearly $3 million in campaign contributions during the current election cycle.
Hannemann has said there's no link between campaign contributions and the awarding of city contracts.

Thielen said the city needs to work harder to solicit more bidders for Honolulu's rail system given the
project's scope and cost. Thielen battled Parsons Brinckerhoff as an attorney for Stop H-3 Association.

"In this instance it would take someone from this administration going out and aggressively seeking
other bids and | don't think they were interested in doing that," she said. "Large companies from outside
the state may decide not to bid because they feel the system is somewhat wired and they're not going to
have the opportunity to have a successful bid. So it may be that Hawai'i, at least for those transportation
projects, is known as a closed operation."

The lack of competition on major transit deals may not be in the best interest of taxpayers, Thielen said.
"Does that get the best price for the taxpayers?" she said. "l don't think so."

Based on an internal city estimate, the contract for preliminary engineering and environmental impact
studies was expected to cost $70.5 million. That included a 9 percent, or $5.4 million, profit margin for
the company conducting the work. The final contract with Parsons Brinckerhoff was valued about $86
million.

City officials did not respond to questions regarding that discrepancy.

However, a city official did say that Honolulu's rapid transit contracts are treated no differently than any
other contracts.

"This is standard procedure for the city," Yoshioka said in an e-mail. "The size and scope of projects do
not influence announcement requirements and the city posts all bid announcements the same way."

As for more aggressively seeking out bidders, Yoshioka said, "It is inappropriate for the city to contact
individual firms in an attempt to solicit responses.”

InfraConsult's Schneider said many potential Mainland-based competitors are in no position to
legitimately compete with Parsons Brinckerhoff.

"There really isn't anybody that has PB's breadth and depth — 50 to 60 people in transportation on the
island,”" he said. "Nobody has made that commitment. If there were other companies who chose to make
the investment and have local people in Honolulu who could do what PB does, there would probably be
more competition."

transit audit planned

City rail transit contract management and procurement practices are likely to be scrutinized under an
audit planned for later this year, said City Auditor Leslie Tanaka. The rapid transit audit was requested
by five City Council members who called for more transparency and accountability.

"We're probably going to be looking at the contracts, (but) we're not exactly sure how we're going to
slice the audit pie," Tanaka said.
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Council member and rail opponent Charles Djou lamented the lack of competition for city rapid transit
contracts.

"We get more bids for an $800,000 water pump than an $80-plus-million contract for a multibillion-dollar
rail system and that's, at a minimum, disappointing,” he said. "l had a big problem with that whole
process. I'm not accusing the administration necessarily of acting illegally, but | mean everything looked
like it was slanted to deliver the result of Parsons Brinckerhoff, PB Americas getting the contract.”

The city and Parsons Brinckerhoff said that criticism is unfounded.

"PB openly and fairly competed for the (preliminary engineering/environmental impact statement)
contract and based upon that open competition was selected for the assignment,” said Parsons
Brinckerhoff spokeswoman Judith Cooper in an e-mail.

Parsons Brinckerhoff's history has not been without controversy. The company played a major role on
Boston's "Big Dig," which was the nation's most expensive highway project. The Bechtel Group and
Parsons Brinckerhoff partnered to manage the $14.6 billion tunnel project, which experienced massive
cost overruns along with quality and safety issues.

Under a settlement agreement announced in January, Bechtel/Parsons Brinckerhoff paid $407 million to
settle a state-filed lawsuit covering a tunnel collapse, which resulted in one death, as well as cost and
design issues relating to the Big Dig.

Parsons Brinckerhoff also was a program manager and coordinator on the 11-mile urban train in San
Juan, Puerto Rico. That system cost $2.23 billion when it opened in late 2007. That was more than
double the $1.09 billion cost that was predicted during the project's planning phase. According to an
April Federal Transit Administration study of 19 recently opened federally subsidized train projects, the
urban train project experienced the largest cost overrun and one of the biggest ridership
disappointments.

vast experience

Among its achievements Parsons Brinckerhoff helped build the 173-mile Garden State Parkway, which
was completed in 1956. The New Jersey toll road has more than 400 bridges. Parsons Brinckerhoff also
was instrumental in building San Francisco's 75-mile Bay Area Rapid Transit system, which opened in
1972.

Martin Rubin, one of the BART project managers, opened the firm's Hawai'i office in 1966. That
business was a joint venture between what was then known as Parsons Brinckerhoff Quade & Douglas
and Sam Hirata, a former deputy director of transportation for the state.

The company's Hawai'i history dates back to a 1962 study on interisland ferry services, which was
conducted for the state. Since then Parsons Brinckerhoff has worked on numerous local projects
including the Halawa viaduct, the Ke'ehi interchange, the Admiral Clarey Bridge in Pearl Harbor and the
widening of Kalaniana'ole Highway.

The firm's most high-profile Hawai'i project was H-3 Freeway. Parsons Brinckerhoff served as program
manager and primary design consultant on the project, which was delayed for decades by legal and
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"l care about what is happening to our city," Kobayashi said. "l love Honolulu and | can't see it going in
this downward direction. People are afraid; it's not a good situation."”

Her decision to run created a mad scramble as candidates frantically worked for the right to replace her
on the nine-member City Council. In the end, former Councilman Duke Bainum flew back from the
Mainland, rented a condo in her district and filed nominating papers. He will run unopposed, and
Kobayashi said during last week's mayoral debate that she had not coordinated with Bainum before
deciding to run for mayor.

Kobayashi has focused much of her criticism of Hannemann on the rail project. She said the system for
awarding transit-related projects lacks transparency and backed a resolution by the council asking the
city auditor to perform an audit of all transit related contracts.

"The same engineers get the same contracts. We should give everybody a chance to make money,"
Kobayashi said. "It shouldn't be based on how many tickets you buy to a fundraiser. Everyone should
have an equal chance to get a contract with the city."

She has long favored greater openness when it comes to awarding city and state contracts and was part
of a bipartisan committee of state legislators that looked into the awarding of nonbid contracts during the
administration of former Gov. John Waihee.

A staunch advocate of the public's right to choose, Kobayashi thought the public should have been
allowed a greater opportunity to provide input on the rail project.

As a council member, Kobayashi voted against the city's current $1.9 billion operating budget and made
it known she believed the administration could have trimmed more and offered greater relief to tax
payers.

She is for mass transit but against the steel wheels-on-steel rail technology selected by a city advisory

panel and favored by Hannemann. She instead favors the rubber tire-on-concrete option, saying it is
more cost-effective and aesthetically preferable to running elevated train tracks through Honolulu.

But whatever the voters decide on the rail issue on Nov. 4 is what she will support, Kobayashi said.

Her supporters say she is one of the most honest brokers in Hawai'i politics, a woman with decades of
legislative experience who shuns rhetoric and is adept at building consensus among opposing parties.

Described as fiscally prudent, they say her time spent as chairwoman of the Senate Ways and Means
Committee and as city finance chairwoman could help heal Honolulu as the economy stumbles.

"She's transparent and not one to use rhetoric. What you see is what you get which is why I'm really
supporting her. | don't think the other guy (Hannemann) is like that," Cayetano said. "Ann is one of the
few politicians who basically tells you what the score is."

a young volunteer

Ann H. Kobayashi was born to Mori and Florence Hayashi, on April 10, 1937, in Honolulu.

Kobayashi grew up in Punchbow! with her brother, Roy Hayashi, and the family later moved to Nu'uanu.
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She graduated from Roosevelt High School and later attended Pembroke College (now Brown
University) in Rhode Island and Northwestern University in Evanston, Ill.

From age 5, she helped her mother at the Red Cross and as a teenager, volunteered at Kuakini and
Queen's hospitals.

She remains active in numerous charitable organizations and even spent time helping former prisoners
re-enter society.

Her parents "always taught me to always give back to the community and to do as much as you can for
those who cannot help themselves and to be grateful for what we have," Kobayashi said. "There are so
many people with less. We should share and do what we can for those who have less."

Kobayashi was married to Dr. Paul Kobayashi, with whom she raised three children — Mark, Dale and
Susan. She later divorced and is now single. She has six grandchildren.

Long POLITICal career

Kobayashi represented the Manoa area in the state Senate from 1981 to 1994.

She developed a reputation as a caring Republican, then switched to the Democratic Party in 1988,
partly because of the Republican position on abortion.

She sat for seven years on the Senate's powerful Ways and Means Committee, serving as chairwoman
from 1992 to 1993.

When she ran for mayor in 1994, she finished third to Jeremy Harris with 19 percent of the vote. Harris
was mayor from 1994 to 2004.

After a brief stint as an executive assistant to Harris, she served as a special assistant to Cayetano from
1997 to 2002.

Former state Sen. Matt Matsunaga, who said he looks favorably upon both Hannemann and Kobayashi,
described Kobayashi as "fiscally prudent” and lauded her ability to build consensus across partisan lines.

"Ann is a veteran politician with terrific people skills. She can bring together opposing factions to achieve
a consensus, which is an absolute necessity in today's political word of opposite views," Matsunaga
said. "One person whose word you can always trust is Ann Kobayashi's. She's always kept her word,;
that's what | remember about her."

Kobayashi has served on the boards of at least a dozen nonprofit organizations, an experience that she
credits for shaping her fiscally prudent approach to legislating.

Her links to nonprofits brought criticism in 2002 when it came to light that the Fresh Start structured
living facility for prison parolees and others — an organization she once did volunteer work for — was
under criminal investigation by the state attorney general's office for allegedly pressuring their clients
and families for money and threatening to have them returned to prison or jail.

http://www.honoluluadvertiser.com/apps/pbcs.dil/article? AID=/20080916/NEWS05/809160371 &template=printart (3 of 4) [9/16/2008 7:32:50 AM]
ARO00083730




































www.HonoluluAdvertiser.com | Printer-friendly article page

election in 1998.
He eventually gave up the seat to run unsuccessfully against former Mayor Jeremy Harris in 2000.

In 2004, he narrowly defeated former City Councilman Duke Bainum in a run-off election despite
Bainum's sizable fundraising advantage.

Despite the rail protests and public clashes over the expansion of the Waimanalo Gulch Landfill that put
him at odds with state Senate President Colleen Hanabusa, and an ongoing dispute with the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency over wastewater treatment criteria, Hannemann has maintained solid
support from the public.

Hannemann brushed off attacks from Prevedouros and Kobayashi during a live debate at the Hawai'i
Theatre on Sept. 9. As the frontrunner, he played it safe.

"He took an exalted, enlightened posture" during the debate, said Neal Milner, ombudsman and a
political scientist at UH.

"There doesn't seem to be anything to throw a person with a gazillion-dollar campaign chest off course
on this one."

If Hannemann wins a second term, he said he will focus on getting the rail project on track and wants to
use it as part of a plan to revive Honolulu's ailing economy.

Construction of the elevated commuter line is to begin late next year if voters approve it on Nov. 4.

Rail opponents gathered nearly 50,000 signatures on a petition to place the issue on the ballot and, in
the process, criticized Hannemann's handling of the project.

Hannemann said he supports having the issue on the ballot but was upset with how rail opponents
characterize the project.

He said the opponents made it sound as if the project was "being rammed down people's throats" by
him.

While he did push hard for steel wheel on steel rail technology, Hannemann said there was good reason
for that.

"It's what the federal government funds. Ninety percent of the projects funded since 1992 have been
steel on steel. That's the big compelling reason why | don't want to revisit the issue."

Other priorities in a second Hannemann administration would include improving the city of Kapolei. The
so-called Second City needs to be built up and backed by increased infrastructure so that the second
city vision is realized.

Hannemann said there is also much work that needs to be done to core city services, and that sewer,
road and critical infrastructure repairs remain a focus.

He wants to continue to explore new technology that would allow for more recycling and decrease the
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flow of waste heading into the Waimanalo Guich Landfill.

All of the work that is necessary to run a city must be balanced with maintaining Waikiki and world-class
attractions such as the Honolulu Zoo and Honolulu's beach parks and public spaces.

"I want to continue to do the work that we set out to do in 2004. | made a campaign pledge to be much
more fiscally accountable, and to focus on basic city services," Hannemann said. "With the economy
starting to soften, we're going to have to ramp up our efforts on the economic side."

FAITH, FAMILY

Born in Honolulu in 1954, Hannemann was the sixth of seven children in a family of Samoan, German
and English ancestry. His parents emigrated from American Samoa to Guam then moved to Kalihi in
1953. As with his parents, Gustav and Faiaso, Hannemann is a member of the Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Saints.

He does not impose his religion on others and is welcoming of all faiths, said David Hannemann, Mufi's
uncle and the former president of the Polynesian Cultural Center.

"The Samoans are noted for giving themselves to the service of others, for losing ourselves in the
service of others, just as the Hawaiians do and the Polynesians are that way. Mufi was brought up in
that atmosphere," David Hannemann said.

Gustav Hannemann worked two jobs, one at the Foremost Dairy and the other in the shoe department
at Sears Roebuck.

Faiaso Hannemann, was the daughter of a Samoan Chief, and taught her brood the value of hard work
and sharing.

The family was musical, as Gustav played the flute and Faiaso the guitar while singing with their
children while playing various instruments.

Gus Hannemann, Mufi's eldest brother, recalls how quickly his little brother, known as "the kid," overtook
the talents of his other brothers and sisters.

Gus Hannemann said he was known as the family orator, but that Mufi took it to another level. He said
that brother Nephi Hannemann was known as the singer, but Mufi soon surpassed his sKills.

Gus and Mufi Hannemann speak every day and Mufi Hannemann often consults his older brother when
confronted with difficult issues.

"Whenever he calls for my opinion | give him my opinion and | say Mufi you have to pray about it. | don't
always agree with him and | tell him what | think," Gus Hannemann said.

Mufi and Gail Mukaihata Hannemann were married in 1992, the first wedding for each. Mukaihata
Hannemann runs the Girl Scout Council of Hawai'i. The couple live in 'Aiea and have no children.

POLITICal calling
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Hannemann made his first bid for public office at the age of 32, when he ran for Congress as a
Democrat in 1986 to replace Cec Heftel, who decided to run for governor and stepped down from the
House seat that represents urban Honolulu.

Hannemann lost but was not deterred and four years later, he ran for the U.S. House district that
represents rural O'ahu and the Neighbor Islands. He lost that race to Patsy Mink in the Democratic
primary.

In 1991, Hannemann joined the administration of Gov. John Waihee as head of international relations,
and soon became director of the state Department of Business, Economic Development and Tourism.

"Mufi was the kind of person who liked to get things done," Waihee said.

In 1994, Hannemann ran for City Council to replace Arnold Morgado, winning more than 51 percent of
the vote in a race that included five other candidates. He won re-election in 1998 unopposed and
decided to take on Harris, the incumbent mayor, in 2000 — a race he lost.

Hannemann says he has no regrets about the 2000 mayoral race.

"l was upset with the way the administration was treating the city but | didn't sit around and complain. |
gave up my safe seat and | ran," Hannemann said.

In 2004, he defeated Bainum by roughly 1,300 votes out of the more than 294,000 cast. Hannemann
won 50.2 percent to Bainum's 49.8 percent.

'‘Bully’ label

Political opponents have called Hannemann a "bully."

Kobayashi, a former friend and political ally, used the word during the campaign's only televised debate
at the Hawai'i Theatre last week.

During his second mayoral campaign in 2004, former City Councilman Steve Holmes said Hannemann
became so heated on one occasion, he thought a council meeting would degenerate into a fistfight.

The reputation has lingered but Hannemann says the assessment is the misinterpreted opinion of his
passion.

"The description of bully is one that people use when they cannot outdebate me or when they cannot
outsmart me. They go to bully because that's a convenient term to use when someone is 6 feet 7 inches
and Polynesian and has a sports background," Hannemann said. "Everybody knows | love to debate. |
love to sit at a table and go back and forth. I'm not afraid to have my ideas discussed and vetted."

Milner, a longtime political observer, said despite opponents' attempts to paint him as a bully,
Hannemann has been able to nurture and maintain a different public persona.

"There may be a lot of politicians who think he's a bully but that doesn't carry into the broader public,”
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Midweek.com - Print Getting Raucous At Mayoral Debate

Prevedouros, the university engineer, said that “hot lanes” and good engineering would relieve the congestion more effectively and that it was
“more important to fix sewers than build rail.” He also rejected Hannemann'’s advertised price tag for rail. The professor insisted it would cost $6
billion.

The three couldn't agree, but Kobayashi at least said that she was happy the issue was on the ballot in November and that she was “not an
obstructionist,” that as mayor she would “rein in expenses” on the project and not do it with non-bid contracts.

Prevedouros, whose candidacy in part grew out of the stop rail movement, didn't express much faith in the will of the people on the issue. Should
the people approve steel-on-steel as an option in November, a Mayor Prevedouros twice said that he would disregard their vote. Rail, he insisted,
“is a non-starter.” He would “educate the public” on other solutions to Oahu’s traffic congestion.

Hannemann, of course, played defense all night long. From the night’s opening statements, the popular, well-funded mayor faced charges from
Kobayashi that he was “not fiscally responsible,” that he was guilty of “wasteful spending,” and “bullying” to get his way.

Prevedouros, the professor, accused Hannemann and Kobayashi - horror of horrors - of being “politicians” which he, of course, was not.

{embed="elements/google_ad336x280"}

From wherever you sat in the lovely Hawaii Theatre, the bad blood between Kobayashi and Hannemann was clearly visible. It ran its deepest
shade of red late in the evening when Hannemann chastised Kobayashi for “bringing dishonor on my family” with her charges that he was a bully.
He insisted that his parents had brought him up to be “fair to everyone.”

Kobayashi replied, "I say bully because that is what I hear wherever I go.”

Stylistically, Prevedouros came off best. He proved congenial and skilled in the professorial arts of making his points clearly and succinctly.

And he appeared to be having fun.

Hannemann seemed in control and confident, but weary of blocking shots from both sides of the basket.
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Kobayashi’s performance was, perhaps, the least noteworthy. Negativity weighed her down.

They all meet on this coming Saturday in a debate that counts: primary election day 2008.

Find this article at: hitp://www. midweek. com/content/columns/mostlypolitics_article/getting_raucous_at_mayoral_debate/
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Rail is ugly

Stopping the rail project is about saving our beautiful Honolulu from becoming a congested, industrialized,
bankrupt, urban ghetto. The steel on steel heavy rail plan calls for 22 massive stations (graffiti targets),
elevated tracks, huge pillars, and the train will travel at an average speed of 25 mph and has nothing to
do with solving traffic problems.

It appears to be about campaign contributions from those who will make money to those in power.

Stopping rail will allow us to focus on fixing the sewers and the roads, and develop real solutions to solve
the congestion problem that will help those in the leeward areas who are stuck in traffic every day.

The city is allowing 60,000 homes to be built on the Ewa plain, with no plans for road improvements. If rail
is built some of those folks may use it, what about the current mess? Traffic will be much worse.

The real solution includes a fleet of modern buses that travel at higher speeds on improved roads,
including an elevated road with multi on and off ramps, allowing cars to use it as well for a toll to help
cover expenses and to clear congestion from other roads. Save Honolulu from those who want to ruin it!

Nancy Nagamine
Kailua
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Senseless rail

Back in the 1970s, | supported a rail transit system. It made economic and logistical sense to me then. It’s
now some 35 years later, and the current project makes no sense to me.

Back then, we had an opportunity to plan and control growth in the central plain. Now, we have to undo
some of these homes and businesses to make room for a heavy, elevated rail line. Back then, the federal
government was willing to fund the majority of the cost. Now, we may receive 10-20 percent of the cost in
federal funds if we can even get on the list of programs.

The city estimates land acquisitions will cost $70 million and that construction costs will be $3.7 billion.
These estimates are in 2006 dollars with no consideration for inflation. The final cost could very well be
closer to $5 billion or $6 billion. | have yet to see any accounting of the .5 percent GET surcharge. This
costly and unfettered project could very well bankrupt our city.

| look forward to some honest answers by the city and the perceived users of the rail.

Will you take the rail to work, to school or to the bank? Will you take it to Longs, Safeway, Foodland,
Times or Costco? Is the line close to schools or Kaiser, Straub, Kapiolani, Kuakini or Queens? Does it
pass by your mom and dad’s or your in-laws’ homes? Will you take it to child or adult daycare, to soccer
practice, to your favorite surf spot, to dance lessons? Will you take it to get to your part-time jobs, on your
date or in an emergency?

Cathe Meier, CPA
Honolulu
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However, Prevedouros and Kobayashi are not in this race to lose. They are representative of so many in our community who believe their
interests are not being served by the present administration. As indicated by the dominance of the topic at the aforementioned debate, rail is the
top-of-mind issue this election year.

Despite recent polling results claiming a majority of Honoluluans want rail, the fact remains that more than 40,000 people were compelled to sign
a petition in opposition to the proposed multibillion-dollar system. Recognizing this unprecedented groundswell of opposition, the City Council was
forced to take action, ensuring the general public had the chance to vote on the biggest public works project ever.

Debates between political candidates can prove to be beneficial to voters. One can assess the information provided and consequently make a
better decision at the

oral candidates’stand on mass transit is an excellent starting point for information on this issue.

Find this article at: hitp://www. midweek. com/content/columns/ace_article/rail_rules_in_the_mavoral_race/
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. Out of about 80 vehicles that passed under the Kaonohi Overpass in the HOV lane at 7:05 a.m., 49
had at least two people in the vehicle and 31 had only a single occupant. Several other interval checks
revealed similar numbers.

. Out of about 45 vehicles that passed under the Wahiawa Overpass in the HOV lane at 7:30 a.m., 31
had at least two people in the vehicle and 14 had a single occupant.

. Driving back into town, starting at Kamehameha Highway and going past the airport viaduct, 10 cars
passed The Advertiser team using the HOV lane. Nine had a single occupant. This high ratio of violators
when The Advertiser team had the clearest view of a vehicle's rear seat indicates that many of the
vehicles that got the benefit of the doubt at other locations were actually in violation.

. Pickup trucks seemed to be the biggest violators, though all kinds of vehicles violated the HOV rule,
including some business-owned vehicles with company logos on the side.

Commuters are upset

The findings, though unscientific, match what morning commuters have told The Advertiser. There are a
lot of HOV violations and little enforcement.

“It's difficult for the police to catch somebody when they abuse the HOV lane because there's no
shoulder or anywhere to pull them over unless they get off near Nimitz," said Mary Jean Castillo-
Barkley, a member of the Mililani Neighborhood Board who commutes into town regularly. "It does
bother me seeing it. If it's against the rule, you shouldn't do it."

Short of adding cameras that could record car license numbers for tickets that would be mailed later,
police are at a severe disadvantage when enforcing the HOV law.

The H-1 HOV lane is the inside lane next to the concrete Zipper Lane barrier, so there is no shoulder to
pull violators over without disturbing traffic. Police also must be certain there is no one but the driver in
the vehicle, which is not easy to determine when traffic is often flowing at 55 mph or more.

HPD's Shiraishi said that unless violators are found at the end of the HOV lane, they are often only
ticketed if a police officer follows the vehicle until it's clear to pull the driver over.

"The funny thing is, our officers like to give the HOV violators tickets when they can because they know
what it's like to commute," Shiraishi said. "But they have other responsibilities, like clearing traffic
accidents and stalls. We enforce it whenever we can."

The Advertiser team saw a police vehicle directly behind an HOV violator near the Kaonohi Overpass,
but did not see the vehicle get pulled over. However, there was nowhere for the officer to safely pull over
the violater.

Violators abusing either carpool lane risk a $75 ticket for the first offense and $150 for a second offense
in the same year. A third or further violation within a year carries a $200 fine.

"There are other technologies to curb cheating like photo enforcement and infrared monitoring, but we
would need legislation to authorize us to do so and these kinds of laws have been controversial in the
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jumped in very late. | could have done what most incumbents do and say I'm not going to
debate. That's not my style."

At yesterday's forum, Prevedouros and Kobayashi had talked about the most critical issues -
Hannemann's proposed $4 billion rail transit system, the city's aging sewer system and the
island's only landfill.

Mary Militante, vice president of the Associated Students of the University of Hawaii, who
helped put on yesterday's event, said she doesn't feel there have been enough debates and
public appearances for voters to get to know the candidates sufficiently.

"l think it's unfortunate that Mayor Hannemann couldn't attend, and | know that it did
disappoint a lot of the students,” Militante said. "WWe haven't seen much of the candidates in
the public and that's why we wanted them to come to our forum."

The three have appeared together at least twice - once at a cordial forum at the Filipino
Community Center two weeks ago and a televised live debate that became contentious at the
Hawaii Theatre last week.

"Unlike the other candidates, he (Hannemann) has a city to run," said Hannemann's
campaign coordinator A.J. Halagao. "He cannot accept every invitation to attend an event."

Read all 33 comments »
Type in your comments to post to the forum
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Hannemann placed some of the blame on Kobayashi.

"Ann could have been the fifth vote but she chose not to," Hannemann said referring to a critical 5-4 vote by the
City Council in 2005 for the alignment to go to Salt Lake instead of the airport.

Kobayashi has remained critical of Hannemann's repeated dismissals to commit to stay in office four years if re-
elected.

"| promise four years of open, honest government," Kobayashi said. "I'm not using this as a stepping stone. I'm not
trying to leave a legacy behind."

The campaign was relatively quiet over the past two months. Hannemann ran the most advertisements and had
the largest campaign fund: more than $2.5 million raised. The candidates appeared together in events reported by
the media only twice - at a mayoral forum at the Filipino Community Center and a live televised debate last week.

"The personal insults, the attacks and the distortion of my record are not working," Hannemann said after
yesterday's TV appearance. "You can't answer every petty criticism that they put up there."

Atyesterday's taping, the three were friendly to each other but had little interaction. Hannemann said a quick
"Good morning, Ann," and told Prevedouros good luck on the birth of his child expected just a week after the
primary election.

Read all 24 comments »
Type in your comments to post to the forum
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cut by almost half, according to Department of Transportation spokeswoman Tammy Mori.

Some neighborhood board members in Central and Leeward Oahu believe the project will benefit westbound
commuters.

"It's good news," said Richard Oshiro, chairman of the Waipahu Neighborhood Board. Traffic conditions are just
going to get worse as growth of residential development continues, he added.

"It's bad already. No question about that," he said, adding that alternatives like the ZipLane for afternoon
commuters is needed.

Jyun Yamamoto, a member of the Wahiawa Neighborhood Board, said he is glad to hear about the state's plan.
Yamamoto, who regularly commutes to Wahiawa from town, said it takes him about an hour or more to reach
home if he leaves after 3:40 p.m. as traffic backs up in the Pearl City and Aiea area.

Maeda Timson, chairwoman of the Makakilo/Kapolei/Honokai Hale Neighborhood Board, said she wants
transportation officials to get community feedback on the project. "l would really hope that the state would come to
the community for input because their statistics and their readings and their engineers are not quite the same as
the actual commuters that drive the nightmare every day," Timson said.

She recommended the state provide an additional lane for all westbound commuters, not one with a minimum
occupancy requirement. "The best for all commuters would be an additional lane so everybody benefits from it. At
the end of the day, people just want to go home and be with their families. It's all about the quality of life," she said.
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"I've heard all sides of the issue and I'm still pretty much undecided," Edileo Alcalde, who lives in Kalihi and is studying to be an
engineer, said as he was leaving his precinct at Farrington High School. "I'm for it because it could alleviate a lot of the traffic
on O'ahu. But, I'm not for it because the construction would take so much time, and the money to build it is a big factor."

Eric Brown, of Mililani, said he voted for Hannemann even though he differs with him on rail. "I think Mufi's doing a good job. |
disagree with him on rail. And | don't like the way they went about it — shoving it down our throats, quite frankly. But, otherwise,
he's doing fine. | think everyone's got a right to their opinion."

Although lower voter turnout generally favors incumbents, the poor turnout yesterday likely depressed Hannemann's vote total.

With more than $3 million in campaign money and high job approval ratings, Hannemann was heavily favored to win re-
election, so his more casual supporters had less incentive to vote in the primary than voters who preferred Kobayashi or
Prevedouros.

Grassroots organizing by anti-rail activists also likely helped Kobayashi and Prevedouros by motivating a portion of the
electorate that might otherwise have skipped the primary. Independents and conservatives moved by issues such taxation and
the size of government, for example, had no obvious choice in the race but may have been lured toward one of the challengers
because of the rail debate.

Since both Kobayashi and Prevedouros entered the campaign late and did not have widespread name recognition, much of
their support came from voters disappointed with Hannemann's leadership or opposed to the rail project or a combination of
both.

‘anybody-but-mufi’

Several political observers said privately that despite Hannemann's high approval ratings, the mayor upset enough people
during his first four-year term that a generic "anybody-but-Mufi" candidate would start with over a third of the vote. In that
sense, Kobayashi and Prevedouros diluted the anti-Hannemann vote and fragmented rail opponents.

Their most significant tactical mistake, however, was not launching their campaigns with enough time to adequately introduce
themselves to voters and broaden their differences with Hannemann on issues other than rail.

But by forcing a runoff, Kobayashi exceeded expectations and now has several weeks to build momentum.

"For a candidate like Kobayashi, the storyline shifts in her favor for a while," said Neal Milner, an ombudsman at UH-Manoa,
who believes Kobayashi needs to do more to distinguish herself from Hannemann.

Lower voter turnout also suggests that the campaigns were ineffective at identifying and delivering their voters. Voter
registration increased just 1.8 percent statewide over 2006, driven mostly by the Neighbor Islands, especially the Big Island —
with 6 percent growth — which observers believe shows either a lack of interest in local races this year or a sign the state is
close to registering most people engaged by politics.

The registration numbers remained low even with the record turnout in the February Democratic caucuses because of the
intensity of the contest between Hawai'i-born U.S. Sen. Barack Obama and U.S. Sen. Hillary Rodham Clinton.

Voter turnout was more positive on the Big Island, which had a more competitive mayoral campaign, showing that voter
behavior can be influenced by the nature of the campaigns.

Turnout usually increases in the general election and, with Obama the Democrats' presidential nominee, local Democrats are
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In Honolulu, mass transit was the preferred means of getting to work for 5.4 percent of commuters in 2006, according to the
Census Bureau. Honolulu's proposed train is expected to boost that to 7.4 percent by 2030, according to the Alternatives
Analysis prepared by city consultant Parsons Brinckerhoff.

The train could reduce traffic delays by 11 percent. However, even with the train system, there will be an estimated 57 percent
increase in traffic on H-1 Freeway during morning rush hour in 2030 compared with 2003, according to the city.

Growth surge in ‘Ewa

Most of the increase would be caused by growth in the Kapolei area. In the next two decades, there will be a surge in the
number of homes on the 'Ewa plain from about 25,000 today to about 60,000, according to city estimates.

The H-1 corridor already contains two of the 100 worst traffic bottlenecks in the country, according to a June report by INRIX
Traffic Services. The Moanalua Freeway near H-1 Freeway ranked 41st, while H-1 near Kalihi Street ranked 87th.

The anticipated increase in traffic, more than any other reason, has fueled opposition to rail.

Trains aren't conducive to lifestyles that involve transporting children to private schools, attending sporting events and shopping
at big-box retailers, said Cliff Slater, a critic of rail and HOT lane supporter. As a result, efforts to alter people's auto-centric
lifestyles in favor of rail will fail, he said.

A multilane, 12-mile or so managed highway would help reduce congestion by driving more people to carpool and by
increasing public transit ridership by reducing bus commuting times, Slater said.

"Today, you really can't do much without individual transportation,” he said. "Public transportation is just not there for most
folks. To think that we're going to change a 90-year-trend, | think, is wishful thinking in the extreme."

an option elsewhere

So why is the city planning to build rail rather than new lanes? The city's Alternatives Analysis determined the train reduced
traffic congestion and increased public transit ridership more than managed highway lanes. A new elevated highway also would
cost more to build on a per mile basis and cost more to maintain, according to the city's study.

Building new roads also sends commuters the wrong message, said Michael Schneider, managing partner for InfraConsult
LLC, which provides management support on the train project.

Still, several cities are moving forward with the HOT lane concept, which was developed in the early 1990s by the Libertarian
think tank The Reason Foundation.

HOT lanes are operated in at least six locations ranging from California to Minneapolis. They're also under consideration in
cities such as Dallas, Miami and San Francisco.

In Honolulu, the peak toll on a HOT lane would be $6.40 in 2006 dollars, according to the city.

The high toll prompted critics to dub them "Lexis lanes," arguing that they're tailored to the affluent. However, a March 2003
Federal Highway Administration guide on HOT lanes reported that the benefits of HOT lanes are enjoyed widely at all income
levels.
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In most cases, HOT lanes were created by converting existing high-occupancy vehicle, or HOV, lanes to make more efficient
use of highway capacity, said InfraConsult's Schneider. That's because the cost of building new highways cannot be recouped
by toll charges, he said.

It's unclear whether Honolulu would be able to get federal funds for a HOT lanes project. State taxes that are being collected to
pay for construction of a train system cannot be used to build a HOT lanes system without a change in state law.

Schneider argued that Ho-nolulu's best opportunity to garner federal funds is to build a transit project such as rail rather than a
highway project.

"On the transit side, we have a good chance, on the highway side we have no chance" of getting federal funding, he said.
"That's an important factor."

Proponents of new highway construction contend the city did not conduct a rigorous, good-faith analysis of the managed lane
option. Their biggest complaints are that the city overestimated the cost of building managed lanes and underestimated how
much they would reduce traffic congestion.

Among the concerns raised is how the city eliminated the Kapolei-to-Nimitz Highway high-occupancy vehicle Zipper Lane in its
analysis of the traffic impacts of the managed lanes alternative. That meant the new highway would result in only one net new
in-bound lane of traffic, said Slater, the rail critic.

In addition, the cost of a two-lane, reversible elevated highway was estimated at $2.6 billion, according to the city. That's more
than the cost of the four-lane, 16.1-mile H-3 highway, which was built for $1.3 billion and completed in 1997. The city's HOT
lane cost estimate also is far greater than the construction costs for comparable Mainland highway projects, Slater said.

Both examples illustrate a lack of due diligence on the part of the city, he said.

"You would never see that in the private sector,” Slater said. "You would never see it anywhere where there's honest
government. If you put back in the Zipper Lane and you reduce the cost to whatever — a billon dollars — suddenly the
numbers go upside down (in favor of managed lanes)."

analysis defended

Both the city and Parsons Brinckerhoff defend the cost estimate for a managed lane system and denied allegations they
pushed rail as a preferred transit alternative.

"The Federal Transportation Administration and its independent project management oversight team concluded that the content
of the (Alternatives Analysis) is unbiased," city transportation director Wayne Yoshioka said in an e-mail to The Advertiser.

That assertion is supported by a December 2006 Transit Advisory Task Force report that found the city's assessment of the rail
and managed lane alternatives fair and accurate. However, the report also noted that other versions of the managed lane
alternative could make it more attractive than the version studied by the city.

The report also questioned why the city eliminated the H-1 Zipper Lane when it studied the reversible managed lane option.
The city did not respond to questions regarding the removal of the Zipper Lane from the estimate.
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november strategies

Despite some of the post-mortems about tactics, Hannemann remains in an excellent position for re-election. He has campaign
money, is popular with the broader electorate, and beat Kobayashi by more than 30,000 votes on Saturday. Hannemann pulled
in more than 80,000 votes in the primary, which was more than the 78,000 he took when he fell behind former Councilman
Duke Bainum in the 2004 primary. Hannemann won the general election in 2004 with 147,000 votes, which shows the potential
difference between primary and general election turnout.

"We took the high road. There was a lot of misinformation that was put out there and, | think, a distortion of our record,"
Hannemann said. "Now, as we go into the general election, it's going to be very different.”

The mayor said voters "will now be able to really examine us side by side. And that's what | like."

Kobayashi, who entered the campaign at the filing deadline in July and has not been able to compete financially, did not move
beyond the base level of support that private polls identified when she first announced.

Although the precinct-by-precinct vote will provide more details in the coming days, analysts believe that a slightly higher than
expected showing by Prevedouros and several of the lesser-known candidates likely cost Hannemann victory. Prevedouros
based his campaign on his opposition to Hannemann's plans for a $3.7 billion steel-on-steel rail project, and he was the favorite
choice among anti-rail voters.

Kobayashi said yesterday that she would use her differences with Hannemann on rail to distinguish herself from the mayor in
the coming weeks. Kobayashi has supported a rubber tire-on-concrete option for mass transit but said she is also open to high
occupancy toll lanes and other alternatives to help reduce traffic congestion.

"Mass transit doesn't have to be steel-on-steel and that's a message we've been trying to get out there because we know
there's a traffic problem, we want some sort of mass transit, but steel-on-steel is not the answer," she said. "I think the
economy — and the steel-on-steel would really affect our economy and the visual impact on our city, the environmental impact
— there are many issues that need to be brought up.

"And now we have the chance to keep talking about them."

Neal Milner, a political analyst and ombudsman at the University of Hawai'i-Manoa, described Kobayashi's position on mass
transit as "fuzzy" and said she would have to do better in explaining her differences with the mayor to have a chance in the
runoff. Other analysts and strategists, speaking privately, believe Kobayashi will struggle to catch Hannemann unless public-
opinion polls that show substantial support for the rail project are wrong.

Prevedouros said he would meet with Kobayashi this week about a possible endorsement. With a ballot question on rail before
voters in November, the professor said he would continue to speak publicly against Hannemann's steel-on-steel proposal.

Prevedouros predicted that most of his voters would go to Kobayashi. "Although our positions are not really that close, they are
much closer than my positions with the incumbent mayor," he said. "Ann clearly didn't pledge to stop rail but she is open to
alternatives."

‘'nothing is inevitable’

Reaction to the mayoral primary showed that Hannemann was not only dealing with Kobayashi and Prevedouros, but also
expectations about his future political strength. The mayor has not committed to serving out the full four years of a second term
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and is considered the Democrat with the most options for higher office in 2010 and beyond.

"| think rail is going to become a major issue now because of the ballot question," said state Senate President Colleen
Hanabusa, D-21st (Nanakuli, Makaha), who helped persuade Kobayashi to run. "The general election is going to be a
completely new situation. She's a very legitimate candidate."

Hanabusa said the primary may have ended any idea that Hannemann was invincible. "Our hope is that if there is anything that
comes out of it, it's that he realizes that he's got to listen to people and he's got to keep his word," she said. "He can't just
basically take the attitude that it's my way or the highway, which has been his style, no matter what anybody says. That has
been his style."

Gov. Linda Lingle, speaking to Republicans at a unity lunch at state GOP headquarters on Kapi'olani Boulevard, cited
comments by Hannemann to the news media on Saturday night that his re-election was "inevitable" as a cautionary example
for Republican state House and Senate candidates and GOP volunteers.

"Inevitable means 'certain to happen.' Well, as we know, only one thing is certain to happen to us in life, we're going to go to
the next life, if you will," the governor said. "People say taxes are inevitable, but even there you can get an extension.

"This is a lesson to you incumbents. Nothing is inevitable."

keeping election local

Leaders from both major political parties were troubled by the low voter turnout in the primary, which, at 35 percent statewide,
was the lowest since statehood. Higher turnout is expected in the general election, but some Democrats who had been
predicting unprecedented voter interest because Hawai'i-born U.S. Sen. Barack Obama is the Democratic presidential nominee
are now talking more cautiously.

Democrats hope that an Obama wave helps their candidates down the ballot and preserves gains the party has made over the
past few election cycles in the state House and Senate. Democrats hold a 44 to 7 majority in the House and a 22 to 3 majority
in the Senate, but could lose between two and five House seats in November unless turnout is strong.

"| think the folks who are for Obama are going to turn out. They're not going to miss out on being part of this history-making
event," said U.S. Rep. Neil Abercrombie, D-Hawai'i, who has been campaigning for Obama on the Mainland and believes his
voters want to make a statement. "They're just not going to miss it."

Maya Soetoro-Ng, Obama's sister and a history teacher at La Pietra Hawai'i School for Girls, told Democrats at a unity
breakfast at the Ala Moana Hotel of the importance of helping Obama in Nevada and other potential swing states in the West in
addition to the Islands.

"Please encourage all of your constituencies, all of your people, neighbors and families, to continue to work for Hawai'i, to
make sure that we bring in the largest percentages of any state in the union," said Soetoro-Ng, who will campaign for her
brother on the Mainland in October.

Lt. Gov. James "Duke" Aiona, at the Republican lunch, told state Republican candidates to fight back against Democratic
attempts to nationalize local campaigns. In 2006, when Lingle swept to re-election, Democrats were able to make gains at the
Legislature by largely ignoring Lingle and linking state Republican candidates to an unpopular President Bush.

"You can't get caught up in a lot of the rhetoric that's going to come out in the next month. And part of that rhetoric is going to
be on the national scene," Aiona said. "They're going to try to draw us in to Barack Obama and national politics and national
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election on a question created by the City Council that would amend the
City Charter.

"We may have to, in the end, fall back on the City Council question," said
Cliff Slater, one of

Stop Rail Now's organizers and a vocal anti-rail critic. "That would not have
been on the ballot

if not for us.”

Earle Partington, Stop Rail Now's attorney, said the group will decide today
whether to go to

the Supreme Court.

"It is a great disappointment,” Partington said. "This is a matter of public
interest and the

refusal to order it on the ballot is extremely disappointing for the people.”
A three-member panel of the Intermediate Court of Appeals unanimously
ruled that if the

question were placed on the ballot, it would "engender unintended,
serious, negative

consequences” in the general election. Those consequences include the
logistical impact on

the election as well as "voter confusion,” the court said.

In response yesterday, Don Kitaoka, city deputy corporation counsel, said
in a statement: "We

are pleased the court ruled the way it did, because the (appeals court’s)
decision actually

ensures that the voters will have the right to vote on the rail issue in the
upcoming general

election.”

The court also noted the public will still be able to vote on the issue of
mass transit, a

reference to the City Council's question.

The Council's question on the ballot will ask voters if they want the city to
continue building

Mayor Mufi Hannemann's proposed "steel wheel on steel rail" technology.
If a majority of the

voters rejects the system, it would essentially kill the system, many city
officials have said,

because the federal government would be unlikely to fund a system
without public support.
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$460-per-hour mainland attorney to fight the lawsuit with delay tactics. A 50-plus-million-gallon
raw sewage spill into Waikiki waters spurred some action. But apparently it wasn't enough of a
wake-up call - the administration continues to fight the community groups in court over a
timeline for sewage improvements.

The EPA also decided that protection of Hawaii's ocean water demanded that the city's main
sewage treatment facilities be upgraded to 21st-century standards. Hannemann fought the EPA,
and he's now suing the EPA to force it to disclose who it talked to about its sewage improvement
decision. If clean ocean water is important to you, think twice about another Hannemann term.

Other sustainability issues have suffered under Hannemann. He opposed the Charter amendment
to make Honolulu bike- and pedestrian-friendly (and has done nothing to execute the new
mandate). He initially supported a plan to develop Waimea Valley into private lots. He has
supported development along Kahuku coastline and Turtle Bay. He has done little to transform
Honolulu into a world-class sustainable city.

This is the only Oahu we have. Our environment and our future deserve better than Mufi
Hannemann.
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manager for city transit consultant Parsons Brinckerhoff. That's because construction isn't scheduled to
begin in earnest until late 2009.

In addition, the project's budget includes $1 billion to cover potential cost overruns, which could provide
some budget leeway if tax revenues are lower than expected.

The city hopes that any near-term revenue shortfall could be offset by an economic rebound in future
years.

"A couple of bad years in and of themselves wouldn't totally destroy the financial plan, if we catch up
later," Scheibe said. "Obviously if it stays far below what we expected then that's much more of an
issue."

However, "If we're looking at a long-term downturn in the economy, | think we could also expect it would
start to show up on the cost side as well" by resulting in benefits such as greater labor availability and
lower labor costs, Scheibe added.

The current economic climate is far different than what economists predicted in late 2006. Then, the cost
of living in Hono-lulu had just spiked in response to surging housing and energy prices. Home prices
were still rising, but sales activity was slowing. Hawai'i's visitor industry, which is the biggest sector of
the economy, remained healthy, but was experiencing slower growth.

Today, Honolulu home prices are declining and visitor arrivals are down sharply. Job and income growth
are expected to essentially remain flat or slightly down this year and next.

Hawai'i's sluggish economy has prompted the state Council on Revenues to make a series of cuts in its
growth forecasts for future tax income. Those estimates are based in large part on lower-than-
anticipated growth in excise tax collections. For example, in September 2006 the state Council on
Revenues expected general excise and use tax collections would grow by 7.3 percent in fiscal 2008 and
9.4 percent in fiscal 2009. Actual excise tax collections in fiscal 2008, which ended June 30, rose just
2.5 percent. Estimated excise tax collections in the current 2009 fiscal year now are projected to rise by
less than 1 percent.

Similarly, forecast growth rates for excise tax collections in the fiscal years 2010 through 2013 are now
lower than they were in September 2006.

Gap in Estimates

The city's current publicly available financial plan for the transit system is based on 2006 Council on
Revenues forecasts for fiscal 2007 through 2013. The city's forecast assumes that after 2013,
Honolulu's excise tax base will grow at the historical average rate of about 4 percent. That's the rate of
growth experienced from 1990 to 2005.

That means the city's transit tax estimates are likely too high in the early years, and too low in the later
years, assuming the state does not experience a 1990s-style prolonged economic slowdown, said
economist Bonham.

"The near term (economic outlook) could easily be much worse, then at some point there's going to be a
rebound that's probably stronger than what we think now and will actually be stronger than what the
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engineer. SR called 9/8 3:53 pm.

Website

09/08/2008

Will folding bicycles be allowed on the rail system?

Website

09/10/2008

Aloha, | watched the primary debate for the candidates for Mayor of the City and County of Honolulu
tonight. Of course transit was a major issue in the debate. What is the cost savings, if any, of building
the Fixed Guideway Alternative as a base structure and combining it with a superstructure of lesser
weight for vehicles on a Reversible Option Managed Lane Alternative compared to separate
construction projects? This combined structure may be needed in order to address both Transit
Oriented Development at approx. 20 stops as well as increased speed of commute without such stops
using variable tolls. Why was a dual build option not an environmental impact assessment option given
the combined cost may be less than $842,380,000 Total 2030 Annualized cost in 2006 dollars? Please
provide a detailed response using data from the Alternatives_Analysis PDFs posted in the
honolulutransit.org/library/files/. Mahalo, Timothy Miller timothy_miller2001@msn.com

Website

09/10/2008

Please keep me updated as to what is happening; | am in support of the rail.

Website

09/12/2008

| believe building a rail transit to bring down the numbers of vehicles on the freeway is not always best
for the retiree nor the mid/low income workers who are trying to survive through today's high cost of
living. | would suggest if you are going to build a transit, cut back on the freeway so you would direct
the traffic there instead combining the problem. There will be problems on the transit whether we
accept it or not. BIG TIME MONEY. Can we slice the freeway in such a way that we can have only car
pool (three or more people), express buses, large heavy duty trucks and handi-cap/emergency
vehicles only? | strongly believe | am not getting more money in my pocket to up keep with the future
bill for the transit unless Hawaii start building a special area for the poor. It will be getting worst. 1- look
at the homeless now who don't want to work but to use our tax money to enjoy the beautiful beaches. |
look at the news and see these people are healthy. 2- you can not tell me taxes are not going up. 3-
the cost of living here is getting out of control. Look at ocean point, my understanding they are selling
$900,000.00 homes. Are these people from here? There are many things to look at instead of your own
pockets/pride. 4- by the time they finish the rail transit, wouldn't you think there would be at least 15
times more the people driving now? 5- there should be less vehicle accidents. | believe we should
decide to rearrange the freeway conditions to fit our economy 20 plus years from now if you should use
the rail transit system. I'm hoping my monthly income would be $10,000.00 per month by the time this
project is over. On the news letter it tell us $3.7 billion total. This is only an assumpton because as |
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said the cost of living is shooting to the moon. If that is true today what make you think the cost you
quote will lock in? | doubt it very much and | don't think we are looking at the problem for our children
who would need to up keep with future technology to survive. Especially on a populated Island. Looks
like the rich is pushing out the mid/poor from here. Thank you

Website

09/13/2008

Where on line, can | find a map of the proposed transit rail route? Thank you.

Telephone

09/16/2008

Kevin called and left a voicemail - had a question about whether there was a rough timeframe for when
the first phase of the project was going to be completed.

Telephone

09/16/2008

Leslie Ishimi called to get more information on the proposed route - if the route will go past the federal
building or not.

Website

09/16/2008

To Whom It May Concern: My name is Ryan Jeroski and | work with GVF Transportation, a not-for-
profit Transportation Management Association based out of King of Prussia, PA. | am sending this e-
mail to get some information about the Federal Highway Administration’s Innovative Finance Team. |
understand that the Innovative Finance Team worked with City and County of Honolulu to help with
financing of the Honolulu High-Capacity Transit Corridor Project. | just wanted to know exactly what
services the Innovative Finance Team provided or how exactly they assisted Honolulu and the State of
Hawaii? | am curious because my organization is considering contacting the Innovative Finance Team
to help us with a highway project. | just wanted to get a feel for some of the services they provide. Any
assistance you could offer would be greatly appreciated.

Telephone

09/17/2008

Would like to know the type and style of rail - why was steel selected?

Website

09/22/2008

Rail transit probably will help traffic problem if enough people participate in ridership, but | am
concerned about the cost in terms of construction and maintenance for each taxpayer. | want to know
how much the average taxpayer will pay for this project. People need to know the actual cost of this
project.

Website

09/23/2008

Please tell me why the persons don't want to see the new rail system in or on Oahu hi?, | would ride it if
it went to the please | like it to go. | am moving from Ca. in Dec. 8 and live on Oahu, Hi. | like to see it
to work.
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Website

09/24/2008

| think it is ridiculous that the mayor refuses to include UH in the initial proposed route. 23,000
students, employees, and faculty travel to UH. Does he not see a correlation between traffic congestion
and the UH semester dates? Why wait another ten years to build an extension to UH contingent upon
available funding? Even if the funding is there, the public is going to fight tooth and nail against any
expansion of the established system. Look at how many times the rail project has been fought in the
past. Fasi argued for it then, just as Hannemann is arguing now. Let's not make a future mayor have to
go through the same battle when we know that UH is a necessary inclusion for any mass transit
project. Just try riding the bus from UH during rush hour. On the 3 buses servicing UH (the 4, 6, and A),
there is standing room only. Many times riders are forced to wait for the next bus. It has personally
happened to me on a few occasions. | wouldn't imagine a first time rider would consider regular use of
public transportation after having that happen.

Website

09/24/2008

| think the Rail Project is a great idea but | was wondering how will this project affect our electricity
usage in the future? I've been reading the newspaper about state budget cuts and where the cut backs
will be implemented such as the excessive use of electricity by state departments eventually resulted to
an experiment of a 4 day work week to conserve on energy cost. Basically, | was just wondering how
this ties together or if it does and the kind of effects will it have on the economy when the project
follows through?.

Telephone

09/25/2007

Has questions about the project

Telephone

09/25/2007

Advised to make sure we did an environmental study

* Comments do not include requests to be on the mailing list, maps, right-of-way, or submissions other than comments. Some comments have
been checked for grammar/spelling.
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