Public Involvement Overview

July 2009

Month
Hotline Calls* 45
Comment Sense Submissions/Inquiries®* 25
FOIA requests
Speakers Burcau
Presentation/Events 26
Neighborhood Boards 13
TAC 0
Community meetings 1

*Calls directly to the hotline 808.566.2299

** Includes all comments/inquiries via Project website from the end of the official DEIS comment period

on February 6, 2009 to the end of the month.
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So we set up an exploratory committee — 105 of the leading public and private sector individuals in
our community. They're going to do all of the things that are necessary to prepare me for a launch
into that race if and when | decide to do that.

Jeanne Mariani-Belding: Does that mean you've ruled out a run for Congress or is that still up in the
air for you?

Hannemann: | would say right now if we are going to run in 2010, it looks like it is going to be the
governor's position. Although | still have people every day saying: "You know, mayor, we would like
for you to go to Washington, D.C." We're saying at this point it's Honolulu Hale. (In) 2010, if we run,
it's Washington Place.

Christian: Given this tight economy, will the rail-transit project break ground on time? How soon will
we have the entire line completed, and how long will the tax be in effect?

Hannemann: The tax will be in place until 2022. The segment that we are building from 2009 will be
completed in 2018. We don't see any reason why we shouldn't be able to have a timely
groundbreaking. We're trying to break ground late 2009, that's the goal. We're getting great reviews
on our project. | recently went to Washington and met with Peter Rogoff again, who is the head of the
Federal Transit Administration. He continues to give us a thumbs-up for moving it along.

Richard Gozinya: Will the city continue construction of the new rail system if the federal government
does not contribute the more than $1 billion originally expected?

Hannemann: There is a process called the ROD (record of decision). | need to have that record of
decision from the federal government before | go forward. | don't need the full funding grant
agreement or all of the federal dollars to go forward. A ROD is good enough for me, gives me a good
level of confidence that what's to follow will be a full funding grant agreement, and the fact that we are
already getting money leading up to the ROD. We checked that out with the FTA, | checked it with
other cities. That's a good barometer of federal money or the greater share of federal money coming
forward.

Paul I.: | have a question in regards to the recent controversy over Hawaiian Waste Systems and the
city's decision to withdraw the trash-shipping contract. Before the city deemed HWS as
nonresponsive and decided to rescind the contract, was there any effort by the city to address HWS'
"assumptions” with their management, like the city's desire to use its own scale?

Hannemann: Yes, there has been a lot of communication and dialogue with Hawaiian Waste. They
had to go through two departments to have their bid assessed. First was the Department of
Environmental Services, then with the Department of Budget and Fiscal Services because the
director is the chief procurement officer.

But (Hawaiian Waste CEO Jim Hodge) made a lot of assumptions along the way he shouldn't have
made. Because what he basically did was pour $10 million into this plant, purchasing the scale. And
you don't do that if you don't have a written contract. So because he had invested all this money, it
really looks like we led him down the path and then we pulled the plug. We didn't do that.

| want to remind people of this, shipping is not green ... it's an interim solution until we get the third
boiler in place and this is why full control is very important. Full control means that the city controls
the amount of 'opala that goes out. | think Mr. Hodge would love to have all that 'opala come to him
and he could ship it so he can sustain his operation, which is why it was a bad decision on his part to
purchase the scale.

Now he's saying that he always meant to give it to the city. That's not true.

We're trying to get to a good place with him. If we can't, we're going to keep moving it forward so we

http://www .honoluluadvertiser.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article? AID=/20090705/OPINIONO03/907... 7/5/2009
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But collections from the half-percent general excise tax surcharge on Oahu in fiscal 2007-2008 totaled
$169.1 million and were down more than 3.7 percent for the first 11 months of fiscal 2008-09 -- through
May, according to the state tax office.

The decrease is less than the 8.4 percent drop in general excise tax revenues statewide for the same
period.

The city has collected about $354 million in revenues through the half percent excise tax imposed on
Oahu residents since 2007.

City officials expect the federal government will cover $1.4 billion or more of the $5.4 billion rail cost.

Yoshioka said the construction of the rail system is the "biggest stimulus project” on the economic
horizon including the direct and indirect creation of an estimated 10,000 jobs during construction.

"These people will all pay income and GE (general excise) taxes, spend money in the economy and
make major purchases," Yoshioka said.

Yoshioka said in an accelerating economy, general excise taxes can rise quickly, compensating for
decreases during the economic downturns.

But Councilman Charles Djou said he continues to feel the rail system is financially unfeasible.

"The burden we're putting upon the taxpayers of the City and County of Honolulu is astronomical,"
Djou said. "It's very troubling."

Djou said the increase in capital improvement projects budget during Mayor Mufi Hannemann's
administration was troubling, going from a half billion to $1.7 billion.

Of the $1.7 billion, $1.1 billion has been authorized in general obligation bonds to finance the rail
system.

New drawings to be shown at last rail project meeting

Honolulu transportation officials plan to hold the third and final community workshop Wednesday
about plans for two stations in Waipahu along the planned 20-mile rail line between Kapolei and Ala
Moana.

The public meeting is scheduled to take place between 6:30 and 9 p.m. at the Waipahu Intermediate
School cafeteria.

City officials plan to unveil new renderings and sketches of the stations at West Loch at the intersection
of Farrington Highway and Leoku Street and the Waipahu Transit Center at Farrington Highway and
Mokuola Street, below the Waipahu Civic Center.

The city said the ground-level stations are based on the ideas and opinions expressed by community
members at the first two workshops in April and June.

The initial 6.5-mile segment of the transit route will run from Kapolei to Pearl Highlands near Leeward

http://www .printthis.clickability.com/pt/cpt?action=cpt&title=Rail+revenue+%2480M+shor... 7/5/2009
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"To bid or not to bid is a vendor's decision and is based on a number of factors. What's important to
the city is the opportunity for competition and the steel-on-steel technology certainly best provides
that opportunity," Hamayasu said.

City Council member Gary Okino said he was disappointed that Alstom wasn't competing for
Honolulu's business.

"l think it's unfortunate — | mean, the more competition the better," he said. "But if we get three solid
bidders, that's good. | don't know if anybody gets more than three or four" bidders.

Companies interested in bidding on the train and systems contract were required to submit
preliminary information to the city by June 5. By the end of July, the city plans to select which
companies will submit formal bids. The city expects to select a supplier in early 2010 and finish the
full line from East Kapolei to Ala Moana by late 2018.

a $230M contract

The contract winner will be responsible for providing vehicles along with power, control and
communications systems. The contractor also will be responsible for train operations and
maintenance through 2028. The vehicles portion of the contract has an estimated value of $230
million.

State procurement law prevents the city from disclosing the number and identities of companies
competing for city contracts until after the contract is awarded. However, competing companies can
disclose whether they plan to bid on rail projects.

Sumitomo — along with Mitsubishi Heavy Industries, KinkiSharyo International, Thales Transport &
Security and Wasa Electrical Services — combined to form a team of bidders that calls itself Honolulu
Rail for Growth. Bombardier and Ansaldo STS separately have confirmed intentions to supply trains
for Honolulu.

"We're very interested in the project and we submitted information," said John Fink, Ansaldo STS vice
president for business development. "We showed our driverless capabilities in specifically
Copenhagen (Denmark) because the Copenhagen system was the first rail driverless system in
Europe (in 2002)."

http://www .honoluluadvertiser.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article? AID=/20090706/NEW S09/907060... 7/6/2009
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GOP Has Big Mauka to Climb in Hawaii - Roll Call
debates, feel “enormous pride” for its native son.

Freedman pointed to a surge in voter participation in Hawaii that paralleled Obama-influenced turnout across the country. The
number of registered Democrats in the state more than doubled after the 2008 presidential caucus, from 21,000 to 58,000.

“We had a lot of people who weren’t card-carrying Democrats and who hadn’t found the fire and the passion” prior to Obama’s
emergence as a national figure, Freedman said.

Nonaka questioned the extent to which Obama will affect the race, saying that the president will be busy with more pressing matters
than getting involved in a Congressional race in Hawaii.

“We're not running against Obama,” Nonaka said.

As will undoubtedly be true for almost every contest in 2010, the economy will factor heavily into the debate in the open-seat race.
The state is grappling with a revenue shortfall, exacerbated by a sputtering tourism industry that has long been a mainstay of income.

In response to the state’s financial woes, Djou has advocated curtailing expenditures by shrinking the state budget and scaling back
government programs. He has been a vocal critic of Hannemann’s proposal of a 20-mile elevated rail line that would run throughout
Honolulu. Hannemann has said the jobs needed to construct the rail system would stimulate the economy, while Djou has charged
that the cost would outstrip the job-related benefits.

“Charles is trying to make it understood that you can’t solve all your problems by raising taxes,” said Jim Bryan, a spokesman for the
Hawaii Republican Party. “It’s going to hurt people further who have already suffered from this economy.”

Freedman countered by arguing that Democrats are more attuned to the needs of voters than their GOP counterparts.

“I think that working people have a belief out there that the Democratic Party and people who run as Democrats understand their
plight,” he said.

Boylan praised Djou as a capable, intelligent leader. However, he said the councilman’s party affiliation is a big albatross.

“He’s a strong candidate, but when you're a strong candidate on a rowboat you're in trouble,” Boylan said. “The Republicans have a
rowboat; the Democrats are in a battleship.”

2009 © Roll Call Inc. All rights reserved.
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part of any revenue shortfall.

Just how accurate the city's transit tax forecasts are remains to be seen. During the 2009-2010 fiscal
year, which began July 1, the city anticipates transit tax revenue growing to an inflation-adjusted $198
million, an average of $16.5 million a month. However, during the past 12 months transit tax collections
averaged just $13.4 million a month. In June, transit tax collections were $14.2 million, down 15
percent from June 2008.

Local economists don't expect any meaningful rebound in the economy until 2011. That could make it
difficult for the city to make up lost transit tax collections.

"There's going to be some lost revenues during this time period and maybe they're not reflecting that in
their estimates," University of Hawai'i economist Byron Gangnes said. "Of course, there's the
possibility that you're going to get somewhat stronger growth in revenues as the economy recovers,
but that assumes that we're going to get a significant recovery and, right now, we're not expecting a
strong recovery.

"This is a particularly deep downturn and we're not expecting a strong recovery, so it's going to be
hard to make up lost ground."

7/10/2009 6:17 AM
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B&B bills stall as officials feel the heat - Pacific Business News (Honolulu):  http://pacific.bizjournals.com/pacific/stories/2009/07/13/storyl . html 7b=...

n Bill 8, introduced by the Hannemann administration and currently on its fifth draft, requires that advertisements for TVUs include
information to help the city locate illegal TVUs.

n Bill 9, the Council’s version of Bill 8, also received little action and was deferred in committee.

The bills immediately drew hundreds of supporters and opponents who spoke in Council meetings and submitted enough testimony,
petitions and communications to fill Waimanalo Gulch.

“Most of the people supporting [TVUs] and B&Bs are not financially insecure yet they would have all of us believe that they are just living
hand to mouth,” wrote Waialua resident Kathleen M. Pahinui, who initially opposed all four bills and would refine her testimony as drafts
changed. “Hardly, considering how much they charge to stay at their places.”

Alot of testimony has come from out of state, much of it in support of Bill 6.

“Our family does not like big chain hotels — our situation ... is we have a family member who has to follow a very strict diet and staying in
a private rental allows us to accommodate him,” wrote Carol Drummond of Alberta. “If the rental ban is approved I would have to say we
would not be returning to Hawaii.”

Besides galvanizing the community into separate factions, complicating the bills’ passage has been the deaths this year of Council
Chairwoman Barbara Marshall and Councilman Duke Bainum.

The bills were introduced by Marshall, whose District 3 Council seat (Kaneohe-Kailua-Waimanalo) is home to many B&Bs and passionate
residents.

Anderson, who worked for Marshall, won her seat in a special election this spring, while a special election to replace Bainum (who sat on
the zoning committee) will be held in early August.

Tam said another problem is that many who have testified either do not understand the bills’ intent or have failed to read the latest
version.

“It’s very complicated,” said Tam, who is exploring whether the issues can be boiled down to just one bill.
But Tam represents District 6, Maikiki-Downtown-Nuuanu-Kalihi Valley, where B&Bs and TVUs are scarce.

By contrast, Anderson, who attributes his landslide election in part to sharing the same views as his constituents, thinks the Council may
have to start all over, especially with the most contentious measure.

“Bill 6 has had so many incarnations, so many attempts to fix it that the waters are completely muddy and beyond clearing, that T don’t
think we can go with it,” he said. “We need to look at a new B&B bill and not include TVUs.”

cblair@bizjournals.com | 955-8036

All contents of this site © American City Business Journals Inc. All rights reserved.
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Patrol saving the day on freeways - Hawaii News - Starbulletin.com Page 2 of 3

ANOTES OF THANKS

2:24

Pk Department of Transportation has received 34

K@A¥¥§ cards from drivers helped by the Freeway

ISERIYE Patrol. Some comments from completed

Kurveys:

call

oL ank you! I did not have to call my roadside
Ashce provider and did not create a traffic back

gagut

Hangie Freeway Service Patrol was able to respond
'\b}efore AAA, which I had called earlier."
an

?I%alkggeat job. Glad that this service was created."

t>}>l ?d\éfry quick response time, speedy service &
firiendly service man -- very great program."

2"Moe was extremely helpful & friendly. This
]l’dﬂhave been a very distressful situation without
S dssistance & I truly appreciate his help as
xﬁia the Freeway Service Patrol."

pulling
behind

the Handi-Van, Kaawa assessed the situation and set up cones to divert traffic to the shoulder of the
road.

Handi-Van driver Thomas Castro said the van stalled on the way to Tripler Army Medical Center,
shutting down for 15 minutes. Castro said he had never heard of the program, but thinks that it is a great

service.

"It's marvelous. We can use all the help we can get, especially on this island with all the cars. Faster than
the HPD," said Castro.

Patrol workers give drivers a survey card to fill in and return. Of 34 completed surveys, 97 percent rated
the service excellent, and 50 percent said they received service within five to 10 minutes.

"All expectations of the program has been far exceeded, and I think what's more important is that the
expectations of the public has been exceeded as well," said Transportation Director Brennon Morioka.

The project is scheduled to operate for two years with an option to continue and expand.

"It's a brand-new program for us, so we need to make sure that we iron out all the wrinkles, which is
why we're giving it some time," said Morioka. "But (expansion) may be sooner than expected."

http://www .printthis.clickability.com/pt/cpt?action=cpt&title=Patrol+saving+the+day+on+... 7/13/2009
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Midweek.com - Print Carlisle’s Run, Lingle’s Failures http://www . midweek.com/content/columns/Print_Story/carlisles_run ling...

That’s not reading law. That’s making policy judgment and definitely not what Sakamoto’s paid to do. This judge
remaining on the bench should worry us all, regardless of how we feel about the furlough matter.

Now, about Linda Lingle, this kerfuffle and her loss of governance headway.

Montana’s U.S. Sen. Max Baucus says he’s seen two kinds of politicians, the “be-ers” and the “doers.” The
former mainly enjoy holding office and the latter use their position to get big things done.

I've closely watched the two-term career of Gov. Lingle and with no partisan malice (I voted for her twice) |
classify her as a beer rather than a doer.

Lingle came to Washington Place with a public mandate, votes from many Democrats as well as her GOP
constituency, and a lot of political capital. And within a couple of years she’d blown the latter and lost a lot of
party support as well.

A popular lady, she’d worked for the Teamsters on Molokai and was a Democrat until the Molokai seat on the
Maui County Council was occupied by a Democrat and she decided to run as a Republican, and won. Then it
was Maui mayor, beat once for governor and won twice.

But where’s the beef as that old fast-food commercial used to ask?

Most people aside from lawmakers, lobbyists and journalists would be lucky to name two cabinet officers in the
Lingle administration. They’re invisible and not allowed to be policy innovators. And Lingle’s not been a policy
innovator.

{embed="elements/google_ad336x280"}

Maybe the latter problem is a fault of having installed the conservative Linda Smith (husband is the rump
GOPer Paul Smith) as chief policy adviser. Lenny Klompus failed her as chief communications adviser. Lingle
came to the job with remarkable speaking and persuasion skills. But by her TV speech on the budget problem,
she looked really old, really tired and really discouraged. She read from an off-camera prompter, which made it
look at home as though she were talking to somebody in a corner of her office.

A doer would have made an offer to the unions before going on TV to announce furloughs. She did not. She
was jawboning while the deficits piled up. Turns out the Legislature was right when it said, hey, we have to
balance the budget by law and you haven't done squat to offer your budget.

Forget about running next year against Dan Inouye. She could resign early to give Lt. Gov. Aiona a leg up as
acting governor and run for either seat in Congress. | don't see that happening. She’s washed up.

Whatever happened to her gubernatorial years four, five, six and now seven? Why absolutely nothing to
remember except her plugging for the erratic Sarah Palin, her trip to Iraq, her picture in a flak jacket and her
incredibly dumb statement that George Bush was the best president we've ever had?

* Kk &

I've decided to lead one more trip through Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia (with a one-day Bangkok stop) before
| call it quits with the Indochina that played such a big part in my life. Y ou can e-mail me for the details if it
interests you.

Find this article at: http://www.midweek.com/content/columns/justthoughts_article/carlisles_run_lingles_failures/
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Like the 3rd District race, the 5th District election is primarily through mail-in ballots, although the city
is setting up a polling place at City Hall from July 23 to Aug. 5 for those requiring an accessible voting
machine.

If the 5th District voters follow the trend of their counterparts in Windward O'ahu, the turnout will be
heavy and most votes will be returned early.

About 45 percent of Windward voters took part in their council election, selecting Ikaika Anderson,
Marshall's former aide, for the job. A study by council staff showed that 50.6 percent of total votes
cast were received by the city clerk's office during the first three days of eligible voting.

The field of 14 candidates in the 5th District race features a wide variety of candidates ranging from
veteran politicians to first-time campaigners.

Political experts typically say that a short election season favors better-known candidates. But in the
3rd District race in April, voters selected Anderson over two former council members.

The better-known candidates in this race include:

e Ann Kobayashi, who represented the district from 2003 to 2008 before she made an unsuccessful
bid to unseat Mayor Mufi Hannemann. Kobayashi also is a former state senator.

o Matt Matsunaga served in the state Senate from 1992 to 2002, representing an area that includes
much of the 5th District. He is the son of the late U.S. Sen. Spark Matsunaga.

Two other candidates are the offspring of community leaders.

Heidi Bornhorst is the daughter of Marilyn Bornhorst, who served on the City Council from 1975 to
1988 and whose district included much of what is now the 5th District before boundaries were
changed.

Nathaniel Kinney's father is Lynn Kinney, who heads the International Union of Painters and Allied
Trades, District Council 50.

Several other candidates have made unsuccessful bids for elective office. Gladys Hayes ran for the
state Senate in 2002 and 2006. Waialeale ran for the state House in 1976 and 1978. Philmund Lee
has run for the state House and Board of Education.

Cain, Hayes and Waialeale are members of their respective neighborhood boards, while Ching and
Lee previously served.

Ching serves as chairman of one of the city's two property tax review boards. Kinney is on the city
Fire Commission.

Additional Facts

See the City Council District 5 candidates address the issues at a live forum Wednesday, 6:30-8:30
p.m., on 'Olelo Channel 49 and live-streamed on www.honoluluadvertiser.com.

http://www .honoluluadvertiser.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article? AID=/20090720/NEW S04/90720... 7/20/2009
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Bottleneck hell » Honolulu Weekly

'RED MEAT

home and afraid to subject ourselves to the punishing task of slogging Blnadodlfnbuttnd it
through the Nanakuli traffic jungle in order to get to Honolulu or anywhere

else on this island.

Alan Mitchell Makaha

All original content copyright 2009 Honolulu Weekly.

http://honoluluweekly.com/letters/2009/07/bottleneck-hell/[7/27/2009 3:36:41 PM]
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In addition, one walk-in voting site will be in operation at Honolulu Hale from today through Aug. 5,
excluding Sundays and holidays, from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

http://www .honoluluadvertiser.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article? AID=/20090723/NEWS04/90723... 7/23/2009
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sales will rebound, although at a more gradual pace.
The association is forecasting 2010 sales at 37,500, a 12.9 percent increase.

"Pent-up demand will be reaching unprecedented levels as new vehicle sales remain well below trend
for perhaps as long as five years," the trade group said.

"We think this will lead the market to record-high new vehicle sales totals within the next five to 10
years."

More immediate aid will come from the Obama administration's Car Allowance Rebate System, Cutter
said.

The so-called "cash for clunkers" program provides consumers with vouchers of up to $4,500 when
they trade in older cars that get 18 miles per gallon or less.

http://www .honoluluadvertiser.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article? AID=/20090723/NEWS01/90723... 7/23/2009
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nine members of the Koolau Loa Planning Advisory Committee proposed
changes to the city’s planning guidelines for the area. Among the

changes:

* 1,260 housing units in Malaekahana. According to the proposal, “the
planned Malaekahana expansion of Laie would be situated on
approximately 300 acres mauka of Kamehameha Highway,” and would
include a range of housing forms, including low density apartment

development.

» Malaekahana Neighborhood Market. The proposal describes this area
as a “small-scale grocery, retail, and some local service space.”

» Expansion of Laie commercial center into Laie Village Center. “The
La'ie [sic] Village Center may over time expand and evolve into more of a
pedestrian-oriented, mixed-use area, with an organized collection of
mixed-use retail, office, residential, recreation, entertainment, and
hospitality uses...and may also serve as a transit center for local bus

services.”

Most of the development proposals, all of which involve land owned by
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints, involve major new
development in Malaekahana, an area familiar to most island residents for
its oceanfront state park, Gunstock Ranch and rolling green hills mauka.
Malaekahana is currently home to a population of fewer than 300 people.
If the new proposals are enacted, and current area household sizes stay
roughly the same, the overall population of what the proposal alternately
calls Laie, Malaekahana and Laie-Malaekahana would more than double,
from 4,863 to well over 10,000.

Creighton Mattoon, a long time Koolau Loa Neighborhood Board member
active in the community, puts it plainly. “They’re calling this an
expansion,” Mattoon says, “but what they’'re doing is building a whole new
town.” Most of the proposed development would fall outside the existing

Laie rural community boundary.

Either way, at least one consequence is clear: if enacted in their entirety,

the proposed amendments to existing development plans would change

http://honoluluweekly.convcover/2009/07/malackahanaville/
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the shape and character of the stretch of Koolau Loa coastline between
Hauula and Kahuku. The proposals amount to the creation of a
community larger than present-day Waimanalo, to be built along the
two-lane highway that is the area’s only link to the rest of the island—and

vice versa.

The planning process is complex, and the ultimate fate of the new
proposals for Koolau Loa rests in the hands of the City Council and the
mayor. This week’s meetings, however, are key, and will provide DPP, the
Planning Commission and ultimately Honolulu Hale leadership with a
window into community sentiments. The proposals appear to have
substantial support in many quarters of Laie itself, where residents
complain about high housing prices and a lack of jobs. It remains to be
seen whether residents of neighboring Hauula and Kahuku will approve.
And of course, the larger question, of the impact of Laie-Malaekahana on

the growth of Oahu generally, remains open.

Envisioning Laie

Similar proposals have emerged from Laie before, some as recently as
last year. The Mormon church, with its religious, institutional and
economic influence, exerts considerable—some say “dominant’—influence
over affairs in Laie. The Church has long argued that its properties in the
area need room to grow. The Polynesian Cultural Center and BYUH, the
community’s two primary economic engines, claim they are
‘unsustainable” in their current states. Both church and community
leaders—the distinction is sometimes unclear—also say that the
construction of new affordable housing is critical for Laie, pointing to high
property values (median sale price of $895,000) and a relatively high

number of residents per household (4.7) in the area.

Earlier this decade, LDS-owned property development company Hawaii
Reserves, Inc., advanced a proposal for workforce housing development
similar to the one now making its way through the planning department.
In March 2008, however, HRI president Eric Beaver announced that the
company would abandon its plans. He cited market conditions and the

cost of the entitlement process, but also pointed to political factors,

http://honoluluweekly.convcover/2009/07/malackahanaville/
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including “moderate community support.”

Or, as Koolau Loa Neighborhood Board member Dee Dee Letts, who is
also an officer with Keep the Country Country, Inc., put it: “They didn'’t
have the votes.”

Letts is referring to the proposal’s reception by the Neighborhood Board.
Under the city’s Neighborhood Board system, the boards do not have
legally binding powers, but are a critical resource for community voice in
government and a window into the community for officials, particularly in
land use, permitting and planning decisions. Koolau Loa’s board, which
represents residents from Kaa‘awa to Kahuku, was for many years
dominated by experienced community leaders and activists, the majority

of whom held a tough line against large-scale development in the area.

“We've been trying to keep it country, plain and simple,” says Mattoon,
whose wife Cathy has also been active in the community for decades and
helped to write the petition that established the neighborhood board in
1975. “There is the need for some development, but it's mainly rural and
we want to keep it that way.”

In last November’s election, however, the balance of the board shifted.
Letts, who had served as president, lost that post. The new majority
struck a more receptive tone to large development plans.

That was fortuitous timing for the church-owned entities, which had in
August launched a project called “Envision Laie.” The project, which is
ongoing, involved a series of workshops held this spring in which

community members were invited to help shape a vision for the future.

Honolulu Weekly made repeated attempts to contact Beaver about
Envision Laie and the proposed development generally. A representative
from Hawaii Reserves, Inc., referred questions to BYUH President Steven
Wheelwright, saying, “Envision Laie is really a BYUH initiative.”

But Wheelwright stressed that Envision Laie is actually a community
effort—the project’'s Web site calls it a partnership between BYUH, HRI
and the community—and he says the community is frustrated with the lack
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of available housing. “The area is not growing,” says Wheelwright. “It
hasn’t grown in years, and people are becoming increasingly frustrated.
So one chunk of this is about housing. This is a very family oriented
place. People don’t want to keep seeing their families move away
because they can’t afford to live here.”

“Last year, more than half the houses [that sold in] Laie were sold to
nonresidents. The vast majority of the population out here would like to
see improvement in housing. Not just more affordable housing, but
housing that’s affordable. The [exisitng development] plan does not set
that as a goal at all.”

Sustainability = growth.

The Sustainable Communities Plan is the mechanism used by the city to
direct growth within the guidelines of the General Plan. Every region of
Oahu has one, and they are the product of extensive research and
community involvement from a range of stakeholders. Each plan is

updated, following a review process, every five years.

The Koolau Loa SCP, which is currently nearing the final stages of its
five-year review, is the document that the June 30th proposal, and the
Envision Laie project from which it emerges, seeks to amend. Under the

existing plan, for example, Koolau Loa is “projected to maintain its country

character and to experience very little growth over the plan’s 20-year
planning horizon.” The Envision Laie amendment would change the
words “very little” to the less restrictive “modest.” Similarly, to the existing
plan’s support for “policies to limit the growth of the region’s housing and
commercial development,” Envision Laie leaders have added the phrase
‘while accommodating the strong need for new housing, services, and

employment in order to promote sustainability of the community.”

That’s a definition of sustainability not often encountered these days, and
it is found repeatedly in both the proposed amendments to the
Sustainable Communities Plan and on the Envision Laie Web site. In the
FAQ section there, it reads, “we believe the most important measure [of
sustainability] is whether through growth more families can afford to stay

http://honoluluweekly.convcover/2009/07/malackahanaville/
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in the country.” Another reference puts it more bluntly: “A possible
solution for sustainability might be reached through growth.”

Wheelwright is frank in discussing the proposed changes. “l think you're
seeing a group of people who live out in this area, who would like to see a
sustainable communities plan that involves some growth in housing so

they can address their families not being able to live with them.”
The BYUH president says that the viability of the university is at stake.

“We've got a 50-year-old physical plant, much of which needs to be
rebuilt. And we need housing too, for faculty and staff. You can’t afford to
renew to the physical plant at 2,500 students. We need more students in
order to make the economics sustainable.”

Wheelwright says the university needs to grow at about 5 percent per
year in order to be able to afford the upgrades necessary to compete for
students. Those new students, in turn, would need housing. And while
the existing Sustainable Communities Plan already provides for additional
housing in undeveloped area behind the university, Wheelwright says
Malaekahana is the more appropriate location.

“We want to save university land for university growth,” he says.
“Obviously you can do some infill in Laie. But most people out here would
much rather have, instead of sprawl, a separate community just like Laie,

down the road in Malaekahana.”

Wheelwright points to surveys conducted by the Envision Laie project. “In
addition, the vast majority of people out here would like to work out here,

rather than to commute to other places. In order to have that happen, the
entities—the PCC, BYUH—out here need to grow, too. The university needs

to grow. It's a different vision than zero-growth, absolutely.”

What kind of future?

Kirk Peterson, who lives in Laie, said he was inspired to attend Envision
Laie planning meetings in April after seeing a flier for the event. “l got a
notice in the mail about the workshops. One of the first words | saw on

there was ‘sustainable.” And | thought, ‘oh, hey, they’re trying to do

70f 10 7/29/2009 3:39 PM
AR00081450





















Chinatown Community Wants Public Input | KGMB9 News Hawaii | (KGMB9)

http://kgmb9.com/main/index2.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=19641&pop=1&page=0&Itemid=40[7/30/2009 2:17.59 PM]
AR00081457






























Star Bulletin

Hawaii must reduce dependence on tourism

Can we please stop wishing for a quick rebound for tourism? It's obviously not going to happen
until the global economy turns around, which will probably take years despite the rosy
predictions of economists.

Instead of wishing on a star, we need to take immediate steps to shore up the economic factors
we can control. Like putting some marketing dollars into our long-suffering agriculture industry
and encouraging residents to buy more local fruits and vegetables. Or throwing more support
behind the University of Hawaii; we need a high quality university system to produce an
educated and motivated work force.

Finally, keep pushing hard for infrastructure projects, like school repairs, roadwork and new
transportation projects like the city's rail project. In the short term, infrastructure projects help
the construction industry and put people back to work. In the long term, infrastructure projects
are essential to improving our quality of life.

Let's think outside of the tourism box. It's the only way to kick start our economy.

Sam Stone
Honolulu
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