Public Involvement Overview

November 2008

*May include questions regarding property acquisition- these calls/submissions are being handled

separately

Month
Hotline Calls* 32
Comment Sense Comments/Inquiries* 99
FOIA requests 0
Speakers Burecau 8
Presentation/Events 3
Neighborhood Boards 5
TAC 0
Workshops 0
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Slater, with the group Stop Rail Now, wants voters to choose "no" on Tuesday's ballot measure asking whether the
city should break ground on Mayor Mufi Hannemann's suggested $3.9 billion rail plan.

In their own Halloween demonstration, a group of pro-rail lawmakers and others gathered at the state Capitol to warn
voters not to be tricked by what they called "false information."

Critics argue the rail would be too expensive and do little to relieve traffic. Slater said building at least two high-
occupancy toll lanes along the H-1 freeway -- the sole link between sprawling Kapolei and downtown - would cost
about $900 million and improve traffic flow by 35 percent.

But state Rep. Kirk Caldwell said benefits of alternatives, including elevated highways proposed by mayoral
candidate Ann Kobayashi, are assumptions that have not been verified by the federal government, a major funding
source for transportation initiatives.

The rail guarantees to cut traffic by up to 23 percent in 2030, he said, referring to a draft environmental impact
statement released this week.

"The FTA (Federal Transit Administration) says these are the figures," Caldwell said.

U.S. Rep. Neil Abercrombie, also speaking at the rail rally, said expanding freeways would not be a viable solution
because of limits imposed by a narrow transit corridor between the mountains and the ocean.

"You can stand on the H-1 and look to the right and look to the left and see where our boundaries are," he said,
claiming that simply relying on more roads would lead to islandwide density and congestion. "Inevitably, the country
will not stay the country if we don't have rail transit on this side."

The city is expected to release a full 300-page environmental impact statement about the rail sometime this weekend,
just ahead of Tuesday's election. Voters are being asked the question: "Shall the powers, duties, and functions of the
city, through its director of transportation services, include establishment of a steel wheel on steel rail transit system?"
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might be supporting rail but they're going to vote for Ann," Dela Cruz said. "They like her style
of leadership."

Despite the confidence in both rail camps, neither side is taking anything for granted. Canvassing
and sign-waving will continue through Tuesday for both groups.

"I can't predict things because there are so many variables that haven't been before," said
University of Hawaii-Manoa graduate student Hannah Miyamoto, a rail supporter. "You have
Barack Obama at the top of the ballot. This issue is not the only thing on the ballot. Who is that
going to bring out?"

Marrone said even though Stop Rail Now doesn't have the money, he believes the grass-roots
campaign will pay off on Tuesday.

Pro-rail supporters have outspent the anti-rail organization by about three to one since the Sept.
20 primary.

Rail proponents combined to spend about $243,000 through Oct. 20, according to campaign
spending reports. Stop Rail Now spent $75,074 in the same period.

"I maintain that the grass-roots movement has a stronger impact from person to person,"
Marrone said. "You see Panos' campaign, and those people have moved to support Ann. ... all
that has driven an undercurrent you may not see."
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E.I.S. Lists Affected Properties Along Rail Right-of-Way

get a loan, | love where | live," says Jill Reid, potentially displaced property owner.

"I've been here practically all my life and to be uprooted, and move somewhere else," says
Sam Alipio, potentially displaced property owner.

The banana patch area would be vacated to make way for a park-and-ride lot.

"The main thing is if they're gonna take the property | want to be compensated for it," says
Alipio.

The E.I.S states the property owners would be well compensated but due to the high cost of
living and available land, the E.I.S states it will be unlikely these residents would be co-located
in another area of the city.

Still, supporters argue hundreds of affected properties only pale in comparison to the number
of people rail could help.

"We are gonna create eleven-thousand jobs in this economy when we need it most - those are
the positive aspects, it is half full not half empty," says Mufi Hannemann, Honolulu Mayoral
Candidate.

Properties Affected by Proposed Rail Route:>

FULL ACQUISITION:

Banana Patch residences, lower Waiawa
Alpha Omega Christian Fellowship

Tio's Mexican Restaurant

Rock-n Roll Sushi

Hi-Pace Racing

7-11/Aloha, 1900 Dillingham

Dee Lite Bakery

Aku Bone Lounge & Grill

Hawaii International Child

Makana Esthetics Wellness Academy
Solmirin House

Afuso House

High Fourplex

Teixeira House

Up to 960 off-street parking spaces

Up to 250 on-street parking spaces

Part of Salt Lake Blvd. Ewa travel lane removed
Removed bike lanes

PARTIAL ACQUISITION:
Dillingham Transportation Building plaza

http://www.printthis.clickability.com/pt/cpt?acti...cal%2F33733139.htimI&partnerID=121901&cid=33733139 (2 of 4) [11/2/2008 6:53:59 PM]
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The document's release fueled new criticisms from rail opponents who charged that city officials deliberately withheld the
project's true costs when it stated last week in the study's executive summary that the Salt Lake route would cost $3.9 billion.
At the time, the city did not disclose that the price excluded $356 million in finance costs. The cost estimate most often quoted
prior to release of the new study, $3.7 billion, did include finance costs.

Yesterday's study also did not disclose the cost of the entire 28-mile route, which includes stops at the University of Hawai'i-
Manoa, Waikiki and West O'ahu.

A combined Salt Lake and Honolulu International Airport route is expected to cost $5.34 billion, or $6.48 billion when adjusted
for inflation, the study said.

rail backers hail study

At the Go Rail Go Bethel Street headquarters yesterday, the release of the entire document on the Internet was seen as proof
that the system will only help commuters, Rep. Kirk Caldwell, D-24th (Manoa), told volunteers headed out to canvass Mililani.

"This document proves everything you have been saying door to door," said Justin Fanslau, prorail coalition campaign
manager. "We've squished our opposition today. Everything we've told you is tfrue. The fact remains traffic congestion will be
reduced by 11 to 23 percent.”

The Go Rail Go group is part of the Support Rail Transit, a private nonprofit group that includes Vote Yes 4 Rail Now.

Volunteer John Waldroupe, a member of the carpenters union, loaded up on door hangers and fliers to pass out yesterday. He
was part of a team heading to Mililani to go door to door. He joined the effort because he expects building the rail line will be an
economic boon for Hawai'i, Waldroupe said.

"I've done this (hand out fliers) several times already," Waldroupe said. "People overall are pretty positive about rail. Mostly
people realize we need something."

On South Street, the Stop Rail Now organizers pored over the document looking for problems and expressing their dismay that
it was released two days before tomorrow's general election.

They were concerned about what was not included in the report. The study analyzed the impacts of an elevated rail via Salt
Lake and the airport, but did not analyze alternatives such as bus rapid transit and elevated highway lanes. The city contends
those alternatives were studied and dismissed during a prior study.

"The only alternatives they're looking at are doing nothing, or building three different versions of rail," said Stop Rail Now co-
founder Dennis Callan.

Stop Rail Now wants the city to pursue alternatives such as elevated, managed highway lanes.

Yesterday's study did not assess the effects of the full, 28-mile route of the train from West Kapolei to UH-Manoa and Waikiki.
And the new study did not specify how much the city plans to spend acquiring the needed right of way on up to 212 properties
that may need to be acquired in part or whole.

The study also did not include the addresses of those locations.

The study did point out that certain locations such as Boulevard Saimin, Aloun Farms and the Waiawa Banana Patch could be

http://www.honoluluadvertiser.com/apps/pbcs.dil/article? AID=/20081103/NEWS09/811030342&template=printart (2 of 3) [11/3/2008 7:11:37 AM]
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City spokesman Bill Brennan called Kobayashi's accusations "preposterous.”

"What Ann is trying to do is deflect attention from the fact that the draft EIS confirms what was
said before" through public meetings, he said. "She's trying to deflect attention from the great
news that is the EIS with some scare tactics so that some people might consider voting against
it."

He said the report's release was delayed from Wednesday so that the city could conform with
state EIS laws and that the city produced the report quickly so the public could view it before
voting.

Linda Smith, Gov. Linda Lingle's senior policy adviser, joined Kobayashi at her press
conference and disputed the assertion that nearly $1 billion in federal funding will be available
for the project.

A former official of the federal Department of Transportation, Smith said the city hasn't even
turned in a formal application for the federal money, adding that the process takes two to four

years once submitted.

"To say that there will be federal funds available or assured at this junction at a minimum
appears ... as very premature and conceivably even misleading," she said.

Meanwhile, the release of the draft EIS rallied rail supporters at the Vote Yes 4 Rail Now
headquarters.

John Vidal, a 60-year-old carpenter, joined about 30 volunteers at the headquarters before
heading out to canvass for rail votes in Mililani.

"We need the rail," the Waipahu resident said.

Vote Yes Campaign Manager Justin Fanslau said that the release of the EIS was the best thing
that could happen to the pro-rail campaign.

He said document shows rail will create jobs, reduce traffic congestion and improve the
environment and residents' quality of life.

"It proves the opposition wrong and it proves everything you've been saying door to door true,"
he told the volunteers.

Dennis Callan, co-chair of the Stop Rail Now campaign, said in an e-mailed statement that the
draft EIS uses "distorted, dishonest numbers designed to support their rail scheme."

Residents may decide the fate of the rail system when they vote on a rail question tomorrow on
whether the city should support a "steel wheel on steel rail transit system."
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The report noted that up to 173 properties, including 20 residences and more than 60 businesses,
could be affected, depending on the route the city ultimately chooses.

The report examined three possible routes, each about 20 miles long, from Kapolei to Ala Moana
Center. The likely route at the moment goes through Salt Lake. However, Hannemann has
pushed for a route going by the airport.

The report also a combined Salt Lake/airport route, which would be the most expensive to build
at about $6.4 billion.

One of the properties that could be displaced is the Banana Patch, an area near the Leeward
Community College in Pearl City where several generations of families have lived. The city
plans on building a park-and-ride structure there, connecting to Pearl Highlands Center, for a
transit stop with the second-highest expected number of riders of the system.

The report described the effect as "adverse" to the community and families living there and said
the city plans on holding a community meeting to discuss several options.

Several homes along Dillingham Boulevard may also be acquired because the city needs to
widen the road by 10 feet to accommodate the system. That includes the Boulevard Saimin
Restaurant, which will lose its parking lot, and what the report calls the Afuso, Higa and Texeira
houses, old-style plantation homes.

The report did not detail the costs of possible acquisitions or condemnation.

Hannemann scrambled to release the report over the weekend in time for tomorrow's general
election, which includes a ballot question on rail, amid pressure and claims that he was
withholding information from voters.

His detractors include his opponent for mayor, City Councilwoman Ann Kobayashi.
"Allegations have been made that the city somehow delayed the release of the DEIS,"
Hannemann said. "Those allegations are absolutely false. This is simply an attempt by some to

obscure the findings of the release with political rhetoric as illustrated by the positive
conclusions confirmed in the DEIS."

TOTAL CONSTRUCTION COSTS*

Salt Lake Route
$5.2B

Airport Route
$5.4B

Combined Route

ARO00083107



The report's release came after the Federal
Transit Administration approved it last week.
While the report's findings come before the
general election, thousands of voters have
already cast ballots early without the benefit of
the new information.

Critics of the rail system were quick to respond
to the report, saying it provides little
information on other mass transit options.

"The new Draft EIS, only partially released at
the last minute, presents a completely biased
view of Managed Lanes, which is the main
alternative to rail," said Dennis Callan, co-
chairman of the vocal anti-rail group Stop Rail
Now and an advocate of toll roads. "The city is
using distorted, dishonest numbers designed to
support their rail scheme."

There are seven areas along the rail alignment
that have a moderate to high risk of affecting
Hawaiian burial sites.

The focus of the report remained on the rail
routes, but it did note that managed lanes with

$6.4B

* Amount estimated after the system is built.
City officials have used other construction cost
figures as low as $3.9 billion for the Salt Lake
route. However, that is in current dollars and
does not include inflation or interest the city
will have to pay.

OPERATION, MAINTENANCE ANNUAL
COSTS**

Salt Lake Route
$109M

Airport Route
$119M

Combined Route
$172M

** Amount the city is estimated to spend on the
rail system, not including TheBus and
HandiVan costs. City officials have said the
operation and maintenance costs are about $60
million, but those figures also do not include

an enhanced bus system would have resulted in jpflation.

fewer displacements and would have affected
fewer cultural and historical sites.

On the downside, the managed lanes would have provided "very little transit benefit at a high
cost," would have created the greatest amount of air pollution and would not have qualified for

the FTA New Starts program.

NOTABLE PROPERTIES POSSIBLY AFFECTED BY THE RAIL TRANSIT

PROJECT

Pearl City

» Banana Patch, a multigenerational community with 10 homes and Alpha Omega Christian

Fellowship Church, to be fully acquired.

» Solmirin House, a one-story plantation-style house built in 1937, to be fully acquired.

Along Dillingham Boulevard

» Boulevard Saimin Restaurant, a two-story building from the 1960s, to be partially acquired

by losing its parking lot.

» Afuso House, a one-story plantation-style home built in the 1960s, with the home to be

ARO00083108



acquired.
» Higa Fourplex, a historic, two-story plantation-style home on Dillingham Boulevard
developed in the 1940s before World War 11, to be fully acquired.

» Texeira House, a one-story plantation-style home built in the 1940s, to be fully acquired.

Schools

» Radford High School, a small area of the parking lot to be acquired.

» Waipahu High School, some of its buildings might be displaced.

» Honolulu Community College, with a small area of land to be acquired.

» Aliamanu Elementary and Middle School, with a small area of land to be acquired.

Miscellaneous
» Kanpai Bar and Grill, 404 Ward Ave,, to be fully acquired because of an unidentified
hazardous material on its site.
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Oahu Residents Vote On Rail Transit - Print This Story News Story - KITV Honolulu

KITV.com

Oahu Residents Vote On Rail Transit

Mayor Says Federal Government Approves Advancing Project

POSTED 552 pm HBT November 3, 2008

HONOLULU -- Oahu residents on Tuesday will vote to decide on a rail transit system.

Rail opponents met with business and homeowners who will lose their properties along

the rail line.

The group Stop Rail Now rallied at City Hall, making one final push to get people to vote
against the $5 billion system, which could cost as much as $6.5 billion, when you factor

in inflation.

Among those against rail is the manager of Island Pool and Spa on Kona Street in
Kakaako. He received a letter from the city Friday saying his property could be

condemned.

"We got 25 employees. This is our main warehouse in Honolulu. We supply two other
branches on the neighbor islands. We supply probably 1,500 of our customers who are
also going to be affected. It's not just our business," Island Pool and Spa owner Howard

Suite said.

"Those properties that result in being acquired or are proposed to be acquired, are the
result of a lot of work to try to avoid taking anything at all. This is the last recourse now,"

city Transportation Director Wayne Yoshioka said.

http://www kitv.com/print/17885686/detail. html (1 of 2) [11/3/2008 7:28:18 PM]
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Oahu Residents Vote On Rail Transit - Print This Story News Story - KITV Honolulu

The city said that out of 1,200 parcels along the rail line, only about 35 are being fully
condemned. The city would pay their owners for their properties and help them relocate.
Another 160 homes and businesses would lose part of their properties to make way for

rail.

Late on Monday afternoon, Mayor Mufi Hannemann announced the Federal Transit
Administration said it could move forward with the preliminary engineering phase of rail

transit.

"They felt confident to make that recommendation and that's why we have received a
memo this morning from the FTA saying for us a key milestone for prelim engineering

has been reached,”" Hannemann said.

The mayor said the decision proves the draft environmental impact statement is valid.

Copyright 2008 by KITV.com All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten or
redistributed.

http://www kitv.com/print/17885686/detail. html (2 of 2) [11/3/2008 7:28:18 PM]
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Rail Debate Heats Up With 1 Day Left Until Vote | KGMB9 News Hawaii

Rail Debate

Heats Up

With 1 Day =
Left Until

Vote

Written by Lisa Kubota - Ikubota@kgmb9.com
November 03, 2008 06:26 PM

The full rail report has come under intense

scrutiny since the city released the
document on Sunday. Even with more than 400 pages of information
out, there is still a big debate over what is fact and fiction.

Critics joined forces with some residents and businesses in the path of
the rail route. The Salt Lake option could require about 35 full and 160
partial acquisitions. City officials said all the owners have been notified,
and condemning property would be a last resort.

"Eminent domain, if need be, will be used," said Wayne Yoshioka,
director of the Department of Transportation Services. "But I think the
first thrust is to get a discussion going with the property owners to get to
a fair settlement.”

"It looks as though the rail is planned to come right through our place.
The situation being even a partial condemnation of our land would leave
the land useless for us to do business so it would result in us having to
find another location,"” said Ray Oberacker of Island Pool & Spa Supply.

Opponents said the draft environmental impact statement is incomplete
and they still have questions about the project's nearly $5.3 billion price
tag.

"We don't have the cash flow summary which is very necessary if you
really want to understand whether or not the city can do this," said CIiff
Slater of Stop Rail Now.

"We can afford the rail project. We can pay for this with the proceeds of
the projected .5% GET surcharge and the anticipated federal
participation,” Yoshioka said.

Both sides accuse each other of spreading misinformation. Traffic

http://kgmb9.com/main/index2 .php?option=com_content&task=view&id=11056&pop=1&page=0&Itemid=40 (1 of 2) [11/3/2008 10:11:06 PM]
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Oahu Voters Approve Rail Transit - Print This Story News Story - KITV Honolulu

The group Stop Rail Now led a grassroots campaign that also included media ads and

lawsuits against the project.

Unions and a group called Go Rail Go placed their own ads and events.

Copyright 2008 by KiTV.com All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten or
redistributed.
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Then came Stop Rail Now, a coalition of rail opponents who launched a petition drive in April to put rail on the ballot. The group
collected 49,000 signatures by mid-July. While Stop Rail Now eventually failed to get its ordinance on the ballot, it succeeded in
forcing the City Council to place a separate version of the rail question before the electorate.

The ballot question asked voters if they wanted the city to move forward with the steel wheel on steel rail transit system.
Hannemann last night attempted to reach out to the nearly half of the voters who opposed the project.

"All | ask (is) for those who still may disagree with it is let's find ways in which you can support this effort," he said. "The feeling
has been that the people decide and the people have spoken."

Vocal rail critic Cliff Slater of Stop Rail Now said the 47 percent who voted against rail indicates there is still strong opposition to
the plan.

"When you've got that many against you, that's hardly an indication of community consensus for rail," Slater said.
He said he will continue to oppose the project, but was not sure what form his opposition would take.
The ballot question is non-binding. It doesn't mean the city has to build the rail system; it only authorizes the city to do so.

Brian Manangan, 18, a Farrington High School graduate and Honolulu Community College student, said he voted against rail
after talking with friends.

"It's too expensive," Manangan said.

Kapolei resident Kalei Kahapea, 18, voted for rail.

"It's another way to get from Point A to Point B without having to wait in traffic," he said. He also cited the economic benefits.
Other voters, including Nathaniel Jones, were hoping rail would pass.

"I'm originally from Pittsburgh and the rail system there gets you from the outskirts into town in 15 minutes," Jones said. "We
need it here. We need something to relieve traffic for the people who live farther out of town."

A public vote in favor of the project could help marginalize the opposition while providing the project a boost.

'Good for Hawai'i’

Rail proponents argue the system will give commuters an alternative to travel on congested roadways while reducing urban
sprawl. The 19 planned transit stations also are expected to foster live-work-play communities and opportunities for moderately
priced, high-density housing.

"We need something," said Rod Frias, 35, a construction worker who voted for rail at Palolo Elementary. "I don't think we can
wait any longer."

Janice Chuck, 53, a teacher in Salt Lake also voted for rail.

http://www.honoluluadvertiser.com/apps/pbcs.dil/article? AID=/2008 1105/ NEWS05/811050417&template=printart (2 of 3) [11/5/2008 6:52:49 AM]
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study for the project. He said there's still a lot of opportunity for public input.

The rail system's cost is estimated to be $3.9 million in 2008 dollars, but it is expected to be
closer to $5 billion after adjusting for inflation during the life of the 20-mile project. City
officials expect to cover the costs with $1.2 billion in federal funding and a 0.5 percent surcharge
to the general excise tax that would bring in $4.1 billion through 2022.

Rail supporters contended the transit system would be the best way to ease traffic, which is
expected to increase with new homes planned for Central Oahu and the Ewa Plain. Opponents
argued the system is too costly to build and maintain, too ugly, too noisy and not the best
alternative to relieve traffic congestion.

In addition to Hannemann, supporters include Hawaii's congressional delegation and the Hawaii
Carpenters Union and other labor groups. Opponents include mayoral candidate Ann Kobayashi

and Panos Prevedouros, an engineering professor who threw his support to Kobayashi.

Star-Bulletin reporters Nelson Daranciang and Laurie Au contributed to this report.
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City Moves Forward With Rail Transit After Vote - Print This Story News Story - KITV Honolulu
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City Moves Forward With Rail Transit After Vote

Opponents Plan To Participate In Public Hearings

POSTED 334 pm BT November 5, 2008

UPDATED 411 pm HST November o, 2008

HONOLULU -- Oahu voters chose to support the city's $5 billion rail transit project by

a slim margin on Election Day.

About 53 percent of the voters favored the steel-on-steel rail project with 47 of the island

voting against rail. It was a difference of about 15,000 votes.

The slim victory in favor of rail transit does not officially trigger anything in the rail
transit development, but it does allow the mayor to say that a majority of Oahu residents

support rail.

"We gave the people a choice and tonight they said they want rail," Mayor Mufi

Hannemann said.

Hannemann's re-election party Tuesday night was the de-facto headquarters for rail
transit supporters, who told KITV they figured rail might lose or win by a very close

margin of 1 or 2 percent.

When the final numbers showed transit winning by 6 percent, Hannemann had a

message for the 140,000 people who voted against rail.

"What I want to do too now, Keoki, is I want to reach out to those who still have

http://www kitv.com/print/17913761/detail. html (1 of 3) [11/6/2008 8:09:32 PM]
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Rail Route
Changeup;
Back to
Original Plan

Written by Tim Sakahara - tsakahara@kgmb9.com
November 06, 2008 06:17 PM

Whether you call it a deceptive flip-flop or a
brilliant political maneuver the rail route is
on track to change.

Just two days after the public voted in favor of rail the city council is now
looking at switching the route from going through Salt Lake to stopping
at Pearl Harbor and the airport.

According to the study just released the airport route is expected to cost
about $4.1 billion to build, that's $200 million more than the Salt Lake
route.

And it will cost about $5 million more to operate every year. But the
some think the worth is in the ridership. The city estimates about 8,000
more riders a day would get on board the airport route by the year 2030.

The added cost is only one of the issues the city council will consider. The
change could also cause delays and a political backlash from one of the
council members.

Council members Charles Djou and Todd Apo have been on opposite
sides of the rail since the start, but after the public voted in favor of
transit Djou is switching sides.

Now together they want to switch the rail route back to the original plan
which goes to the airport.

"I believe the city shouldn't have done rail in the first place but if we are
going to do rail it doesn't make any sense to go down salt lake
boulevard," said Honolulu Councilmember Charles Djou, who represents
Hawaii Kai, Waikiki and East Oahu.

"There are rationales for going through Salt Lake but when you compare
it with the two options the airport/Pearl Harbor option is the better of the
two," said Councilmember Todd Apo, who represents Kapolei, Ewa and
Leeward Oahu.

http://kgmb9.com/main/index2 .php?option=com_content&task=view&id=11206&pop=1&page=0&Itemid=40 (1 of 2) [11/6/2008 8:05:45 PM]
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Honolulu City Council may consider airport rail stop - Pacific Business News (Honolulu):

Hannemann preferred the airport route but agreed to a compromise with Cachola, who argued the rail
system would attract more riders if it stopped in Salt Lake, a largely residential area.

All contents of this site © American City Business Journals Inc, All rights reserved.

http: //pacific.bizjournals.com/pacific/stories/2008/11/03/daily49.htmi?t=printable (2 of 2) [11/6/2008 1:12:42 PM]
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Cachola yesterday said the city needs to follow through with its commitment to Salt Lake.

"The dust (from the election) has barely settled, and now we're going to switch the alignment from Salt Lake to the airport,” he
said. "The actions of the council, by doing this, is very deceptive. People in Salt Lake who voted in support for rail believed that
the rail would go to Salt Lake."

Djou and Apo said a Salt Lake spur could still someday be built, if added money can be found in the future.
"It's not that Salt Lake is a bad idea. It's that the airport is a better idea," Djou said.

The city plans to start construction late next year, with limited service between West Loch and Waipahu starting in November
2013. Service between East Kapolei and Pearl Highlands would begin a year later. Full service to Ala Moana would begin by
the end of 2018.

Switching the route to the airport could help build support for the train, which on Tuesday survived a voter referendum.
Makiki retiree James Miyashiro, 70, yesterday said the Salt Lake route doesn't make sense.

"I kind of supported (the train), but | didn't like it going through Salt Lake," he said. "The airport and Pearl Harbor are where the
majority of people are going.

"Going through Salt Lake is crazy."

To change the train's route back to the airport, the council would need at least five votes. The likelihood of switching the route
to the airport increased after Djou, who had opposed rail, said he was willing to switch his vote to support the project.

If he and others are successful in steering rail to the airport, the city would be breaking a commitment made to the Salt Lake
community. The community agreed to defer the widening of Salt Lake Boulevard along with $30 million in federal highway
funds with the understanding that the widening of Salt Lake Boulevard would be done concurrently with the transit construction.

Support for the train in Salt Lake is not unanimous. However, the effort to move the route to the airport is likely to generate a
backlash from some Salt Lake residents.

"| think it's a dishonorable thing they're doing," said Howard Shima, an 81-year-old Salt Lake resident. "Now, since they're
going to shift back to the airport, we've lost that $30 million. The community has lost that and (the widening) won't be completed
in my lifetime."

According to a draft environmental impact statement released Sunday, the planned Salt Lake route will cost $4.3 billion,
including $821 million to cover contingencies. The study found the project is affordable using existing state transit tax
surcharges and federal funding.

The study said more federal money would be needed to fund an airport route, which would cost $4.5 billion. However, that
figure includes $862 million in contingency costs. Excluding that cushion, the airport route's estimated cost is $3.8 billion,
according to the study.

Apo said the city could rely on a portion of that buffer as well as added federal money and possibly new state money to pay for

the costlier airport route.

http://www.honoluluadvertiser.com/apps/pbcs.dil/article? AID=/2008 1107/ NEWS09/811070365 &template=printart (2 of 3) [11/7/2008 6:47:18 AM]
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"One of the first steps that needs to be corrected is the route and taking it to Pearl Harbor and the
airport," said Councilman Todd Apo in a joint news conference with Councilman Charles Djou.

"It's not that we're saying we'll never go down Salt Lake Boulevard," Djou added. "It's just that
we're prioritizing where should we go first. This switch will not delay the project. ... and I think
by connecting the route to the airport and Pearl Harbor (Naval Base), we make a better case for
federal funding."

Djou, a consistent opponent of the rail system because of its cost, is supporting the project after a
majority of Oahu voters approved the project in a ballot question Tuesday.

Many leaders, including Hannemann and Hawaii's congressional delegation, had long considered
the airport and Pearl Harbor route to be more sensible. Two years ago, however, Hannemann
made a compromise for the route to go to Salt Lake to get the support of Councilman Romy
Cachola, who was the last of five votes needed to approve the system.

Hannemann was not as enthusiastic yesterday over the airport proposal as many might have
expected. Hannemann said he was pleased to see Djou express support for the system and called
for others of the anti-rail community to follow.

"There are some concerns that we would have in moving forward as quickly as the Council
would like," Hannemann said. "There are some cost ramifications. And secondly, there are some
delays that could occur as a result of the review process."

The city is moving forward in the "preliminary engineering" phase of the project, and changing
the route could delay the goal of groundbreaking late next year.

Cachola, who represents Salt Lake, was angered over the possible change, calling it a "bad
move" that he won't support. He said Hannemann had made a promise to Salt Lake residents that
the route would go to their area.

"People went to vote in support of the rail issue on the ballot thinking that the alignment would
go to Salt Lake, only to find out two days after the election that we are going to switch it to the
airport," Cachola said. "The integrity of this Council is compromised. The administration has
been compromised.”

But Hannemann pointed out that it's not his decision to change the route.

"I made the commitment, but it's (Cachola's) colleagues that are revisiting the issue,"
Hannemann said. "That's where he needs to spend his time lobbying amongst his colleagues. We
did not initiate this. He can't be crying to the administration."

Cachola argues that the Salt Lake route would accommodate the thousands of residents living in
the area and boost ridership. However, according to a recently released document by the city,
ridership would increase with the airport route because of the amount of travelers and employees
that work there.
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to run through 2022 and $1.2 billion in federal funding expected from the New Starts program of
the Department of Transportation's Federal Transit Administration.

The FTA has agreed to consider the funding request, which has congressional support. Sen.
Daniel Inouye's elevation to the chairmanship of the Senate Appropriations Committee should
enhance the assistance.

Outgoing City Councilwoman Ann Kobayashi, who opposed the transit system in her failed
mayoral candidacy on Tuesday, accused the Hannemann administration of "lying to the people"
by delaying release of the environmental statement until 105,000 people had voted absentee, but
her charge is not supported by evidence.

The environmental statement included no new information except the identification of more than
80 properties that would be displaced by the rail's construction of the Salt Lake route. Such
disruption caused by the Salt Lake or airport route pales in comparison to the properties affected
by construction of the H-1 freeway in the early 1950s.
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Roger: What is your take on City Councilman Charles Djou's rail realignment back to the airport, won't
this save money due to length and property acquisitions?

Hannemann: I'm pleased that Councilman Djou is heeding my election night call for those who've
been opposing rail to work with us. | hope that Gov. Lingle, Panos Prevedouros, Cliff Slater and others
will do likewise. Let's remember the lesson of H-3. It was mired in controversy and lawsuits for far too
long that it delayed the project and almost doubled the cost of building it. Today, you don't hear anyone
complaining about H-3.

Dinah: Are the anti-rail folks planning to mount another challenge, legal or otherwise. | did not vote for
rail, but | agree that voters have spoken, | say let's move forward and get the job done right.

Hannemann: The anti rail folks have been saying, "Let the People Decide." And you're right, Dinah,
the people voted in the affirmative for rail. WWe need to come together as a community to resolve the
biggest impediment to our quality of life — the sooner the better.

Meheroo Jussawalla: Sincere congratulations on your victory as well as to your wife, Gail, whose

support was a special tribute to you. While you will be busy finding funds for the rail transit will you also
consider some help to senior citizens in finding funds for payment of property taxes in these very hard

times of shrinking pensions and inflation? Please give some reprieve to seniors who have owned their

properties for 15 years and more.

Hannemann: |'ve always held a special place in my heart for our island's kupuna. One of my father's
most prized possessions was his senior citizen bus pass.

I've enacted two ordinances that favorably impact seniors and their real property taxes. The first is that
home exemptions for people age 75 and older is $140,000; 85 and older is $180,000. A taxpayer need
apply only once every 5 years for exemptions instead of annually.

John: Now that you have been re-elected for another term, what are your top four priorities as mayor
for the next four years?

Hannemann: With our success at the polls on Tuesday, the voters are validating our record of
accomplishment, which | was very proud to run on. We will continue to prioritize fiscal accountability,
always tempered with compassion for our seniors, low income and the disadvantaged.

We will continue our focus on basic city services, infrastructure and public safety. And we will continue
emphasizing quality of life issues such as integrated multi-modal transportation solutions and promoting
our 21st Century Ahupua'a environmental initiatives.

Finally, there will be a stronger focus on the economy. Given my experiences as a former director of
DBEDT and private sector executive, we've had some excellent results during our first term on creating
or saving jobs, such as Disney Resorts, Pearl Harbor Naval Shipyard, Trump Tower, employment help
for Aloha Airline employees. And in this second term, you can expect our Job Focus Honolulu program
will bring in more results, because this is when we need it most. | will leverage my chairmanship of the U.
S. Conference of Mayors Tourism and Arts Committee to insure that Hawai'i remains at the forefront of
our national agenda. I'm excited about the opportunity to work with President-elect Obama and our
strong congressional delegation.

Mongo: With your friend (Barack) Obama in the White House, can we get more infrastructure money
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running through Salt Lake, because, he said, it would make more sense. The Salt Lake route was
adopted by the council as a compromise to get the swing vote of City Councilman Romy Cachola,
whose district includes Salt Lake.

"Even if we all don't necessarily agree on the wisdom to do this project, we all can at least respect how it
is done," Djou said.

Some balk at steel

Barbara Ankersmit, the president of QMark Research, asked voters mass-transit related questions as
part of her polling for Hannemann's re-election campaign. She said there was general support for rapid
transit but a slight drop-off when voters were asked about the ballot question on a steel-on-steel rail
project.

Ankersmit said support for rail was stronger after the primary and then narrowed before increasing again
before the general election.

"People wanted a solution, but | think that there were so many things said about steel-on-steel that they
became worried about the solution, about the way the ballot issue was worded," she said.

Older people concerned about money were not quite as in favor of rail, Ankersmit said, while younger
people and two-income families, especially those living in Central and Leeward O'ahu, had higher
interest.

Supporters of the rail project substantially outspent opponents on campaign advertising and also
benefited from Hannemann's more aggressive get-out-the-vote drive compared with during the primary.
The city also spent taxpayer money in the months before the vote on ads explaining the project.

opposition regroups

Mike Uechi, a doctor and co-chairman of Stop Rail Now, said he was happy with the closeness of the
vote, given the opposition did not have the resources to mount an extensive get-out-the-vote campaign.
He said he could not say what the next steps are for opponents other than to continue to monitor the
project.

"I think we're going to look at the draft EIS (environmental impact statement) and see where that's going
to take us," he said.

City Councilman Nestor Garcia said the divide means the city needs to continue to educate people
about the project and be inclusive in planning.

"I've always tried to make people understand that we're all in this together," said Garcia, whose district
includes Waipahu, Makakilo and Mililani. "I want people to understand that those of us on the west don't
necessarily want to say that this is our project and you should vote for it because now it's our turn.

"| don't like to couch it in those terms."
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"(The mayor's) commitment, unlike what Councilman Cachola said, is that he would accept what
segment the Council would adopt," Yoshioka said. "True to his word, he accepted that
commitment, and right now, Councilman (Charles) Djou and Councilman (Todd) Apo are
proposing to ... to designate the airport route first."

"This decision on a system this big and this important cannot be based on the political games that
were going on a few years ago," Apo said. "It needs to be based on what is the best route for this
system that the voters said to go and do. The very broad opinion is that the Pearl Harbor/airport
route is the better route. That's what needs to guide this discussion."

The airport route would cost $200 million in construction costs and could push back
Hannemann's goal of groundbreaking late next year.

"There will be slight delay," but it would be minor at worst, Yoshioka said.

Djou, one of the councilmembers who introduced the bill, called on Hannemann to veto the bill
if its approval would break a promise made to the community.

"Ultimately if the mayor gave his word, he should veto this measure," said Djou, who has
consistently opposed rail until a majority of voters approved a ballot measure last week.
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campaign was when Panos [Prevedouros,
the former mayoral candidate and
engineering professor] said to the mayor,
“Yes or no, doesn’t the city forecast that
congestion will be far worse?” The mayor
said, basically, “There you go again,
twisting the language of the study.” He
would not answer the question, and he
never did, so it’s no wonder that in the
Advertiser poll, 73 percent said rail would
reduce congestion and shorten commutes.
There seems to us to be a direct
correlation between those two things: If
you believe rail will shorten your
commute, you're for it. If you don’t think it
will, you’re against it. So when Inouye gets
up and says it’'ll reduce traffic...it’s tough.
When the respected fathers of the state
get up there and lie about it, it's tough.

So it was the money and the heavy-hitters.

We didn’t have the money, we didn’t have

the firepower.

Well, the measure passed. What now?

We're changing the name to Stop Rail

Later. [laughs]
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How much later? What can we expect from

your side in the coming weeks and months?

The draft EIS [Environmental Impact
Statement], all we’ve got is the front
section. The crucial stuff is buried in the
backup documents. The critical one is cash
flow. We need that to tell whether they can
do this or not. They’ve changed the claim
of how much it would reduce traffic. But
there’s no backup to those claims. They
haven’t changed ridership number. The
city claims ridership will increase from 6
to 7 percent, but that will reduce
congestion by 20 percent, which doesn’t
make sense. The next thing is to examine
the flaws, legal and logical, in the city’s
plan, and that’s our next task. Last time
around, in the early 1990s, we didn’t start

our work until after the EIS was out.

So can we expect that you are headed to

court?

Not necessarily. It depends where events

take us on this.

Look, the folks on the ‘Ewa plain are

looking for a reduction in congestion. If

you complete the whole thing [as currently
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planned], you're talking about $7.5 billion.

To do that and have no reduction in
congestion, | think, is crazy. | don’t see the
logic. There are opportunities to do that,
to reduce traffic congestion, a zillion of

them, but the politicians won’t do them.

Like what?

Like getting rid of uninsured motorists,
who make up 15 percent of the cars on the

road.

How do you do that?

Once a month, you have insurance
companies provide license plates of all
insured automobiles. Then that’s matched
up against registered vehicles. You send
them a notice. They have 14 days to show

proof of insurance. But it’s a voting block.

| didn’t hear the sprawl issue raised often in

all of this.

Developers are putting too much money in
this game. Two-thirds of the Support Rail
Transit money came from Campbell Estate.
Developers and builders are huge

contributors to the rail effort.
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Any personal plans to run for office?

I've had no interest in [elective] politics. As
a politician, you can only really do what
your constituents will let you do. It seems
to me that the more important thing is to

educate constituents.

We've got to go with where the events go.

There may be some serious flaws in the
city’s plans and we have to find those and

bring them out.

So it isn’t over.

No, no, nothing like that.
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YOUTH IMPORTANT IN VOTE SUPPORTING RAIL

Please stop saying that rail transit has "divided" the city along "geographic lines." All across O'ahu, rail
transit received between 42 percent and 66 percent approval. Nowhere was rail decisively rejected.

Indeed, the real dividing line was probably youth and wealth.

An example of this "division by zero" is the Nov. 12 column by Jerry Burris, "Common good gets short
shrift" (Nov. 12). While supporting the rail project, Burris portrayed the people in the districts that voted
"no" as selfishly opposing any project that does not serve their neighborhood. In fact, in Hawai'i Kai and
Kane'ohe, four voters voted "yes" for every five voters voting "no." That shows noteworthy aloha and

public spiritedness.

Turnout partly explains the result. Nearly 11,000 votes were cast in the Waipahu area (District 41), and

rail won by 66 percent. Around Wai'anae (District 45), barely 5,000 voted and rail lost by 51 percent.

What the media missed was youth support for rail. College-age and even teenage volunteers were vital in
the "Yes 4 Rail" campaign, knocking on doors and calling phones, because they saw rail transit as our

first step toward the "green economy" that President-elect Barack Obama wants to build.

Hannah Miyamoto
Manoa
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AIRPORT ALIGNMENT WILL ADD COMMUTE TIME

Everyone understands that changing the transit alignment from the Salt Lake Boulevard route to the
Honolulu International Airport route would cost an additional $200 million, and mainly benefit folks who
work at and around the airport at the expense of Salt Lake residents. What's not being discussed is the
impact of changing the alignment on the train's primary customers, Leeward and Central commuters who

will ride it to work every day.

The city's environmental impact statement says the airport route will take two minutes longer to traverse

than the Salt Lake route, because it's longer and has more stations. No big deal, right?

Well, think about it. That's four minutes more per day per roundtrip, which is 20 minutes per week, which
is 1,000 minutes per year. This "1,000-minute penalty" would be imposed on every single one of the tens
of thousands of commuters from Kapolei, 'Ewa Beach, Waipahu, Mililani, Pearl City and 'Aiea who will be

the train's core ridership.

Does it make sense to spend $200 million more and make fare-paying and taxpaying commuters spend
an extra 1,000 minutes a year sitting on the train, just to shift transit access from Salt Lake residents to
airport workers?

Mark Taylor
Honolulu
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RAIL IS A BETTER SOLUTION TO CUT DOWN ON TRAFFIC

The Honolulu Advertiser published a letter last Friday in which Mr. Bill Haig suggested a way to cut down

on traffic.

By his plan, you would need your insurance card to buy gas, thereby eliminating uninsured motorists from
the road. Isn't it weird to ask the gas merchants to enforce our insurance law? And it sounds like we're

going after poor people.

In fact, the letter seems to suggest that people who cannot afford insurance are clogging the roads. How
about the families who have insurance and a car for every family member? Should we limit every family to

two vehicles? Just one for those with no dependents at home?

The train is not as aggressive as Mr. Haig's traffic solution. But trains are more becoming in a democracy.

Richard Schnittger
Honolulu
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Don't displace people when building raif

All this hoo-ha about rail is starting to get overwhelming. 1 understand the importance of it and why we
need it. | lived in the Bay Area for more than seven years and have taken advantage of the BART. It
works wonders for commuters and tourists alike.

But the issue that gets me is, why do you have to interrupt people lives? Moving them out of their homes
and businesses is totally unacceptable. | bet if rail went through some of the City Council members'
homes or even big rail supporters’ property, they would have a problem with it.

And depending on who you are speaking to, the time for completion for rail is outrageous. Former mayors
Frank Fasi or Jeremy Harris should have started the process way back when. How does this benefit me
and other frustrated commuters now? Or do | just look forward to this benefit for my kids?

Shandell Kovaloff-Coryeli
Waipahu
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“Yes’ vole assumed rail route wouldn’t change

How can the City Council get away with changing the rail route after the current proposed route was
voted on? Oh, | know, the vote was only on whether we should have rail or not. It wasn't on the route.
Tricky!

However, the proposed route entered into the decision by the voters. The current proposed route caters
entirely to local residents, people going to work or for other business downtown. The airport route caters
to visitors. If all the possible scenarios in connection with visitors and baggage handling are investigated,
whether helped by friends or in other ways, it will be found that the train is not the most convenient way to

go.

That right angle turn in the airport route is ridiculous; the train would have to come to almost a complete
stop to negotiate it. | can see cars pouring over the edge and falling on houses below due to inattention
by the train engineer or if something happens to the train engineer while traveling at speed.

At any rate, it appears that another vote is required to decide which route is preferred by the residents,
since the first vote was only for either a "ves” or "no” on rail.

Ted Chernin
Aiea
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Airport route will serve more rail commuters

Routing the proposed rail system through Salt Lake area would be reckless, unproductive and stupid. The
industrial and business areas along Kamehameha Highway through Pearl Harbor and Nimitz Highway are
where people go to and from work. The airport, too, will be served well because the route that makes
sense will go through that area.

Moreover, many Salt Lake residents are opposed to the rail noise that would disturb their residential
homes. | believe Mayor Mufi Hannemann is correct that the airport route is better.

Bernardo P. Benigno
Mililani
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"I's still our belief that the best route, if rail does go through, is the airport route," said Brennon Morioka, director of the state
Department of Transportation.

"It drives up your ridership and it makes sense for future growth as well when you start talking about spurs to UH and Waikiki.
Just having it go through the airport makes more sense."

overestimating usage

Because it would serve more employers, the airport route is expected to attract more riders. The city's draft environmental
impact study predicts there will be 95,310 daily train riders on the airport route in 2030, which would be nearly 9 percent higher
than a Salt Lake route. That would lead to a 23 percent reduction in daily vehicles hours of delay on Honolulu roads, which is
slightly more traffic relief than predicted for a Salt Lake route.

Those projections would favor building an airport route. However, train ridership projections generally tend to be inaccurate and
typically overestimate actual ridership.

According to an April report by the Federal Transit Administration, recently opened federally subsidized train projects are
expected to carry, on average, just 74.5 percent of their originally forecast ridership.

Salt Lake resident and former area Neighborhood Board member Mike Taylor said the city's higher ridership forecast for the
airport route doesn't make sense. That's because Salt Lake's higher residential population results in a higher potential ridership
base. In addition, there is no timetable or financial plan for extending the train into tourist-popular Waikiki.

"| think that any person out there that looks at this issue dispassionately would instantly and immediately think the airport is a
logical alternative," he said. "That's just thinking about it for five or 10 minutes. The first priority is to service commuters who are
going to ride the train into town," Taylor said.

"That's how you maximize your ridership. Airport travelers with luggage are not going to be a real strong draw to ride the train.
It's not convenient for them."

By skipping the airport and Pearl Harbor, the Salt Lake route would provide the most direct connection between East Kapolei
and Ala Moana. An end-to-end trip on the airport route would take 42 minutes, or about 2 minutes longer. The shorter Salt Lake
route is expected to generate a slight increase in through trips, but substantially fewer trips to Pearl Harbor Naval Base and the
airport.

benefits to employers

In addition to improving airport access, the airport route would provide better access to major employers such as Pearl Harbor
and Hickam Air Force Base. That could spur the federal government to provide additional money to offset the route's higher
costs, said City Council member Charles Djou, who supports an airport route.

"| think by connecting the airport and Pearl Harbor you make a better case for federal funding," he said.

High gasoline prices coupled with newer, faster train systems are expected to result in a slight increase in the popularity of
public transit once rail is built. However, it's unclear whether the train will spur workers at Pearl Harbor and in the airport area to
leave their autos at home.
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RAIL SYSTEM'S STOPS SHOULD BE LIMITED

| voted for rail, but we need rail because no other means of transportation will work. | know of nothing that

could convince me to leave my car and ride on mass transit in the same traffic, unless it was free.

Rail will not have to contend with the traffic. But to be effective, it must go past the major malls
(Pearlridge, Ala Moana and Kahala) and college campuses (Leeward and Manoa). It must also go past

Pearl Harbor — don't people realize how many people work there?

There also need to be stops downtown, not in \Waikiki. People should transfer to buses after they are in

town. The train should not be making stops like a bus all along the route; the stops should be limited.

The in-town people should still be using the bus. Anyone who watches the morning news can see the
traffic bottleneck from H-1/H-2 merge to Aloha Stadium. The system should also run late into the evening,

and it should also eventually reach Hawai'i Kai.

Don Buote
Hawai'i Kai
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SALT LAKE ROUTE WOULD HELP TO CUT CONGESTION

| know there are lots of people out there who favor building a rail line to the airport over Salt Lake, but

there are a few things that people need to consider.

Rail is being built to ease traffic congestion.

There are no residents at the airport; people going to and from the airport are not contributing to rush-

hour traffic.

Salt Lake's population density is very high.

Current bus lines servicing the Salt Lake area can be diverted to other areas.

Tourists who "might" take rail will still have to get off at Ala Moana and get transportation to Waikiki.

Please don't lose sight of the original purpose and then complain that it's not working when the airport

route is implemented.

Mark Shibata
Waipahu
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UH-MANOA SHOULD BE ON INITIAL RAIL ROUTE

Now that rail has been approved, there's been a lot of talk about changing the route from Salt Lake to

Pearl Harbor and the airport.

While it seems like Salt Lake greatly needs rail — there always seems to be a bottleneck right at Salt
Lake regardless of the time of day — | think it's a no-brainer that Pearl Harbor takes priority over Salt

Lake based on the huge population that commutes to Pearl Harbor every day.

The airport's all very nice and good, but if it's not connected to Waikiki, I'm not sure how useful it will be to

visitors.

All this talk of Salt Lake and the airport misses the most glaring omission in our rail route, however. If

there is one stop that should have been on the initial rail line, it's the University of Hawai'i-Manoa.

As we all know, traffic on O'ahu ebbs and flows according to the UH-Manoa calendar. UH-Manoa is
currently on the map as part of "planned future extensions," but if the initial rail route is not well used then
this spur will never be built and we will never know the full extent to which rail might be have been used
by the community.

Jacquelyn Chappel
Honolulu
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was one.

Councilman Todd Apo, an early supporter of the rail line, has been joined by Councilman
Charles Djou, a rail opponent, in sponsoring a rerouting to the airport. The lone dissenting vote
in last week's 7-1 vote was Cachola.

A draft environmental impact statement about the transit system found the two routes to be equal
in cost-effectiveness, a key criterion that the Federal Transit Administration uses to evaluate
projects proposed for federal funding. The federal agency has agreed to consider the city's
funding request of $1.2 billion for the project.

While adding $200 million to the $3.9 billion construction, the airport route would average an
estimated 95,000 passengers a day, while the Salt Lake route would carry 88,000. The airport
route would be useful to employees commuting to the airport and Pearl Harbor Naval Base.

"The higher cost of the airport alternative would be offset by the higher ridership and user
benefits for that alternative," the environmental statement says. It also notes that the airport route
would require less land conversion and fewer properties affected by its placement.
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Midweek.com - Print More of Mufi’s Rail Deceptions

ever seen in Hawaii. The combination of taxpayer money and special interest money was a staggering amount.

There was a paucity of fairness to begin with regarding this project, but the heavy-handed promotion of the project paid for with your tax dollars
remains a bad taste in the mouth of many. Imagine a scoop of Limburger cheese with kim chee on a moldy piece of bread. That combination
would be more digestible.

I find it interesting that some of the more vocal critics of the rail project have thrown their support behind the rail project. The rationale is, “The
voters have spoken.” Yes, vote for rail passed. But it was less than fair, and using taxpayer money on marketing remains outrageous. There is a
45-day period to analyze and debate the contents of the draft environmental impact statement. This is the time to demand an equitable
assessment of the details. There should be a petition to the Federal Transit Authority for precise oversight of the public process to ensure

fairness and equality. Save the federal involvement, I am not confident that the discussion of the DEIS will be above reproach.

All the reasons for opposing this project exist. The route, the cost, the impact and the alleviation of congested roadways still remain salient and
relevant issues.

{embed="elements/google_ad336x280"}

I believe this multi-billion dollar project is a wonderful vehicle to enrich a few at the expense of the many. This is a make-work project to keep a
select group of

residents employed while being subsidized by their neighbors. This is not an economic stimulus project. It is a governmental redistribution of
wealth project.

I understand the polls have spoken. I respect the process. But I don't think the process was respectful to us. The DEIS process provides for
additional public input. The ramifications of this project demand precise public discussion without flagrant favoritism from either side. The public
deserves the opportunity to participate in this ongoing process and reserves the right to act accordingly if revelations about the project compels
them back to the polls. Remember, there are tens of thousands of signatures on the Stop Rail Now ballot that could be expanded, thereby placing
the question of rail on the 2010 ballot.

The rail project is not a done deal.
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circumstance.

What's interesting to note about the dilemma gripping the tarmac task force, they are stumped by trying to define a single word: lengthy. In this
particular case, a simple dictionary definition is not sufficient because there are legal ramifications to the definition that could cost the airports or
airlines money to remedy the situation.

{embed="elements/google_ad336x280"}

The lesson is simple. When words like “fairness” and “equality” are used by lawyers, judges and members of task forces, they get analyzed
carefully, and the conversation more often than not devolves into considerations of consequence.

When public opinion is presented, notions of fairness, equality, liberty and justice become infinitely malleable, and conclusional, rather than
analytic. This is a fine example of what normal taxpayers have to live with, rhetorical inflation, loquacity and impenetrable jargon, become the
occupational hazard of any kind of governmental adjudication. One of my personal favorites is the court ruling on election jargon: Vote “yes” if
you mean "no,” and a blank vote is a "no” vote.

It's probably a good idea to not expect anything from the tarmac task force because “lengthy” has nothing to do directly with goodness and
badness, because neither has anything to do with who is going to determine each traveler’s needs and interests.

So what? Well, when a traveler makes a decision of how best to get from point A to point B, whether it be by car, steel on steel, rubber on
concrete or air, the decision is made based on options and the possible consequences attached to them. Said another way, it has nothing to do
with the definition of lengthy. Lengthy is probably in the eyes of the beholder.

When all is said and done, this task force will propose a law based on “politics.” This suggests that the members of the task force will decide on
what is “lengthy” in exactly the same way that legislators and other politicians decide what policies to advocate or oppose.

Find this article at: hitp://www. midweek. com/content/columns/therightprice_article/ready_for_a_rail_referenduml/
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airport would cost more to build and maintain, but carry more passengers and alleviate more traffic, according to the city's draft
environmental study.

The current Salt Lake route was set in March 2007 in a political compromise between rail proponents and City Councilman
Romy Cachola, who supported rail only if it went through Salt Lake.

Both the airport and Salt Lake routes have a station near Aloha Stadium and a station at Middle Street. Between those two
points, the Salt Lake route travels down Salt Lake Boulevard with a station at the Ala Lilikoi Street intersection. The route
continues down Pukoloa Street through Mapunapuna.

The airport route runs makai from Aloha Stadium down Kamehameha Highway toward Nimitz Highway with stations near the
Arizona Memorial and Pearl Harbor. At the airport, the route turns onto Aolele Street and heads diamondhead until Lagoon
Drive. This route has a station in the interisland terminal/post office area and at the corner of Lagoon Drive and Aolele Street.

Single landowner

Potential stations near military property at the Arizona Memorial and Pearl Harbor are considered to have no transit-related
economic development potential. Closer to the airport, the increased mobility generated by rail transit could eventually spur
higher-density housing and the development of mixed use, live-work-play communities, said Toru Hamayasu, chief of the city's
transportation planning division.

That's because much of the industrial area around the airport stations belongs to one landowner: the state. Those properties
are tied up in leases that have durations that range from 30 days to 30 years. In comparison, land surrounding the Salt Lake
station is owned by a variety of private owners and includes mid- and high-rise condos, a shopping center and the Moanalua
Public Library.

"When their lease is up, there's a potential (to redevelop airport land)," Hamayasu said. "On the other hand, in Salt Lake those
are individual owners, so unless they decide to consolidate, it's going to be tough” to redevelop, Hamayasu added.

"With a big landowner, whether it's the state or a private land owner, it's easier to deal with," he said.

In contrast to the airport route, a Salt Lake route, which also would pass by government lands, could potentially benefit more
private landowners. And unlike the airport route, one major landowner along the Salt Lake route is willing to help defray the
costs.

Mapunapuna plan

Under current plans, the proposed commuter rail will cut through Mapunapuna without stopping. However, Massachusetts-
based HRPT Properties Trust has said it's willing to provide money and/or land to bring a train station to Mapunapuna, possibly
at the intersection of Pukoloa and Ahua streets.

"We're willing to work with state and local government on that," said Tim Bonang, spokesman for HRPT, which is Hawai'i's
largest private owner of industrial land. "It would alleviate some of the (parking) congestion and make the area more accessible
to the workforce."

Placing a station in Mapunapuna would be difficult, according to the city. That's because of the engineering challenge created
as the elevated track transitions from the higher Salt Lake area into the low-lying Mapunapuna area, then swings makai to
connect with a station at Middle Street.
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According to what was released by OTS, 42 drivers were let go during the past five years. That includes
30 regular employees and 12 new employees terminated during probation. Many resigned during the
termination process.

Just how that compares with Mainland public bus systems is unclear. At the San Francisco Municipal
Railway bus system, the number of fired bus and street-car operators grew from 43 in fiscal 2007 to 55
the next year, with most firings tied to safety violations, according to a September article in the San
Francisco Chronicle. TheBus, which only carries about a third of the 700,000 daily riders carried by the
San Francisco bus system, fired 17 drivers in 2007 and eight so far this year.

Those figures include a 36-year bus driver arrested on suspicion of driving under the influence in
August. That driver is no longer employed by TheBus, Morton said. The incident was the first time a
driver was arrested for driving under the influence and only the second time a bus driver has been
investigated for driving while under the influence in about two decades, Morton said.

Another high-profile incident in those figures is the October 2005 arrest of a city bus driver suspected of
attempting to sexually assault a 15-year-old male bus passenger. That driver was discharged.

Wayne Yoshioka, director of the city's Department of Transportation Services, said egregious cases of
driver misconduct were not representative of the behavior of bus drivers overall.

"By far, most of the drivers are courteous and really professional in the way they do their business, so |
think these are really, truly isolated incidents," he said. "My feeling is OTS does a good job of making
sure that it keeps track of its employees and when an incident happens, they're prompt in taking action
right away."

Inattentive behavior

Incidents where drivers were disciplined for inattentive behavior, such as using a cell phone, occurred at
least a half-dozen times during the past five years, according to OTS records. That excludes written
warnings, which are common for a first offense. Bus drivers can carry cell phones, but they must remain
turned off while driving their routes. The 18-year veteran of TheBus caught using an electronics device
in September was suspended, but has since returned to duty, according to OTS.

Drivers in other cities also are getting caught using their cell phones. In Boston, dozens of
Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority bus drivers and subway operators have been disciplined
for using cell phones while on the job during the past 2 1/2 years, according to a June Associated Press
probe. The Boston transit system has about 1.2 million riders a day.

On any given day, TheBus carries about 235,000 passengers. On average, bus operators, who together
drive about 65,000 miles a day, have about one preventable accident a day. A preventable accident can
range from a scratched mirror or passenger injury to a collision with a car or pedestrian.

An accident is judged to be preventable if the bus driver did not do everything possible to avoid it,
according to OTS policy. A major accident occurs if a passenger is treated for injuries or if there's
property damage exceeding $5,000. Drivers can be fired after one major accident or if they have five
accidents within three years.
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Honolulu's narrow streets and high passenger load factors, which result in more standing passengers,
increase the potential for accidents, OTS said.

Most accidents typically are analyzed and used to help better train drivers, said Ralph Faufata, OTS vice
president for transportation.

"Anybody that gets into a preventable accident is retrained, and anybody who gets into any major
accident, preventable or unpreventable, is also retrained, so we take things very seriously around here,"
he said.

Safety comparison

The safety record for TheBus appears to be in line or better than the national average. In 2007, TheBus
experienced 1.9 collisions per million miles of service, which was below the 2006 national average of 4.1
collisions per million miles of service. National safety statistics for 2007 were unavailable.

The rate of passenger injuries at TheBus in 2007 was 1.1 per million miles, which was in line with the
national average, according to OTS.

One pedestrian has died in a collision with a bus during the past two years, according to OTS, which did
not specify whether the incident was preventable.

The two recent incidents at TheBus that generated media attention did not involve injuries or fatalities.
However, the repercussions of accidents involving buses and trains were highlighted by two recent high-
profile accidents:

. In September, 25 people were killed and more than 130 were injured in Southern California when a
Metrolink train failed to stop at a red light and collided with an oncoming Union Pacific train.
Investigators have said the train's engineer sent numerous text messages that day, including one just
before the collision.

. And locally, in June 2006, a Kane'ohe resident was killed when a Roberts Hawaii tour bus crossed the
center line of Kamehameha Highway in Kahalu'u and smashed head-on into a sport-utility vehicle. The
city prosecutor has alleged that the bus driver was under the influence of crystal methamphetamine
when the crash occurred, although no drug or alcohol tests were conducted by authorities after the
collision.

Less-common reasons

In addition to avoidable accidents and attendance issues, there were at least a couple dozen instances
when drivers were suspended for not having valid paperwork such as a commercial driver's license. In

most cases, they were reinstated after renewing their licenses. However, in at least one case, a driver

lost a job because of being cited for driving under the influence of alcohol on personal time.

Other less-common reasons drivers were suspended or fired included insubordination, unsatisfactory
work records, sexual harassment, lying or falsifying records, rude behavior toward passengers or fellow
employees, stealing and other unspecified, confidential reasons.
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September's incident was the first time a bus driver was caught on video violating company rules,
Morton said. However, it's unlikely to be the last time a driver is caught on camera, given the
proliferation of mobile video recording devices.

"Now that we have video cameras throughout society — pretty much everybody has a cell phone —
maybe that in and of itself will be a deterrent," Morton said. "We do have our problems with (drivers)
running off with their mouth and getting angry or something, and really doing stupid things, and if this
helps to make them think twice before they put their mouth in gear, that's a good thing."

Ron Kozuma, president of Teamsters Local 996, which covers about 1,400 drivers, mechanics,
maintenance workers and clerical staff of OTS, did not return messages regarding this story.

Additional Facts
410

Bus driver suspensions during the same period that the 42 drivers were fired

7,194

Days of work lost to the suspensions

955

Drivers employed by TheBus

525

Buses used in Honolulu's transit system

$160 Million

TheBus' annual costs

$130 Million

TheBus' annual costs subsidized by Honolulu

235,000

TheBus passengers on any given day
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TRANSIT ROUTE
LET RAIL RIDERS VOTE ON SALT LAKE VS. AIRPORT

The Nov. 20 headline said: "Bigger boon seen with airport to rail." This boon turns out to be for

development. Did | miss seeing any boon for the people who will ride the train?

We voted "yes" for rail based on the Salt Lake route. The City Council wants to railroad us into a different

route.

It seems that for the greater boon for the riders — what the whole thing is supposed to be all about — we

need another ballot to vote on: Shall it be the Salt Lake route or the airport route.

Ted Chernin
‘Aica

AR00083241






Romy M. Cachola represents District 7 (including Mapunapuna, Airport, Hickam, Pearl Harbor, Salt Lake and Foster Village) on the Honolulu
City Council.

Both Honolulu dailies endorse the airport route for the 20-mile minimum operable segment of the rail project. It is in
everyone's best interest to carefully consider the following facts before stepping up to support the route.

» Construction cost. The airport route costs $220 million more than the Salt Lake Boulevard (SLB) route. We need to
avoid the mistakes of other cities and analyze whether funding estimates are what taxpayers can afford. For example,
extending Denver's FasTracks, which was estimated in 2002 to cost $4.7 billion, now costs $7.9 billion. Denver
officials are contemplating raising their sales tax to fund this increase.

» Ridership levels. The Draft Environmental Impact Statement lists 95,310 daily passengers on the train by the year
2030. This means that when the rail line is completed by 2018, ridership and transit-oriented development potential
for the airport won't be reached for 12 more years. In comparison, you don't have to wait until 2030 with the SLB
route, which would go through the densely populated community of Salt Lake, where there would be a solid ridership
from day one.

The estimate of 95,310 daily passengers on the airport route is questionable. There are about 12,500 civilian
employees with free parking at Hickam and Pearl Harbor and about 727 state and 15,000 private sector employees at
the airport, and more than 7,000 parking stalls at the airport, including the new 1,800-stall parking structure.

These are all disincentives for employees at the airport, Hickam and Pearl Harbor to ride rail.

In comparison, San Francisco International Airport has more than 34,000 workers and higher visitor arrivals than
Honolulu, yet SFO has had difficulty reaching a daily projected ridership of only 17,800 on a BART extension. Since
the extension opened in 2003, ridership is nowhere near what BART officials had hoped and the route is losing
money.

» Operation and maintenance costs. Currently, taxpayers subsidize the TheBus at $130 million per year. With ralil, the
O&M cost for both is estimated at more than $200 million.

When the initial rail segment is built from East Kapolei to Waipahu, who will ride it? This first segment might not
relieve traffic since gridlock begins where H-1 and H-2 merge. As you extend the first segment, it will still be "a train to
nowhere." With less ridership and farebox revenues, taxpayers will pay more for O&M, which will continue to increase
until it reaches downtown.

The above arguments are good reasons to build the first segment from downtown to East Kapolei via SLB; delay the
airport route and give the state/city ample time to plan and build a station closer to the passenger terminal; and
construct a Waikiki spur.

The advantages of adding a SLB station in Mapunapuna are: 1. the landowner is willing to donate land and help with
station construction costs, and 2. there are better opportunities for affordable housing and transit-oriented
development.

The debate between Salt Lake Boulevard and the airport should not pit one community against the rest of the island.
This is not a popularity contest but a serious pocketbook issue with billions of dollars at stake.

Other than encouraging commuters to leave their cars at home, a successful rail project shouldn't bankrupt taxpayers'
pocketbooks. Simply put, the Salt Lake Boulevard route is cheaper and better than the airport.
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planning other projects dependent on it coming to exist.

Hoopili traffic will add to the freeway snarl for everyone on H-1 and H-2, but it will be
particularly bad for those living on the Ewa Plain and Waianae Coast. Hoopili will fill the
entire open space between Kapolei and Waipahu. All of its traffic will pour onto Fort
Weaver Road and H-1 headed to Honolulu in the morning rush. And all of the Hoopili
cars will be on the road to town in front of every current commuter from Ewa and
Kapolei and beyond. There is nobody who now drives to town from the West side of the
island who will not be behind all of the cars from Hoopili.

The Ewa Development Plan contains an adequate-facilities requirement: It states that
zoning should be approved only if the responsible city and state agencies indicate that
adequate public facilities and utilities will be available at the time of occupancy. It also
states, as policy, that the "transportation system should provide adequate capacity for
major peak-hour commuting to work in the Primary Urban Center," Honolulu. This
requirement cannot possibly be met even without developing Hoopili. This adequate-
facilities requirement must be strengthened in the revised Ewa Development Plan. And
the city must begin to follow it.

There is another important reason to resist Hoopili. The land it will take is some of our
most precious agricultural land. Rated as A and B soils (on an A to E scale), it is all
prime agricultural land. It is also low-lying land that gets plentiful sun and drains well.
From sugar plantation times, the Hoopili land has been known as the Golden Triangle of
farmland on Oahu.

How precious are these A and B lands? Not one acre of A-quality land is found on the
Big Island or Lanai. No B quality is found on Molokai or Lanai. And nearly half of
Oahu's A and B land has already been covered over by Mililani, Waipio, Waikele,
Village Park, Royal Kunia, the Ewa developments and Kapolei.

When agriculture land is covered with roads and houses, it can never be restored.

Japan went to war with China because it covered over its agricultural lands with houses
and couldn't grow enough food. We, too, might need this land for survival. We sit in the
ocean 2,000 miles from land. We've seen the price of oil rise so high it destroyed two
airlines, caused a major drop in tourism, brought a spike in food prices and made import
of many things by air and boat uneconomical. The price of oil can go far higher as
China's and India's demand continues to grow exponentially in the face of decreasing

supply.
There is further reason for concern: Rising seas could not only destroy tourist beaches,
but also could engulf our ports, forcing us to be self-sufficient or perish. We will need

lands for biofuels as well as food.

We must save our best farmlands. It makes no sense to cover them. We can save them
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