Public Involvement Overview

March 2009

Month
Hotline Calls* 15
Comment Sense Submissions/Inquiries** 45
FOIA requests 0
Speakers Bureau 13
Presentation/Events 7
Neighborhood Boards 6
TAC 0
Community meetings 0

*Calls directly to the hotline 808.566.2299

** Includes all comments/inquiries via Project website from the end of the official DEIS comment period

on February 6, 2009 to the end of the month.
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March 2008 Comments received through project website*

Submission C ontent/Notes
Date

03/30/2009 just a cqncerned citizen apd would liIFe to be ‘included in community meeting in waipahu or
other neighborhood meeting concerning this issue

I own a property located at 2628 Waiwai Loop, which is adjacent to Keehi Lagoon Park. The
03/30/2009 |airport route seems to abutt my property. Will the railway cut through my property? How can I
get information regarding the specific route the rail will have? Thank you. Bryan Li 591-1228

I saw in today's paper about the rail and would like to know if a commuter entry station will be
in front of the Marco Polo Condominium. How high would the entry for such an entry station
03/30/2009 |be. I am wondering if my view will be obstructed. Will the Marco Polo need to have the auto
entry changed? Or will the Marco Polo be one of the buildings knocked down for construction
of the rail system?

03/27/2009 |Angry that Judge Gillmor wants to move route to Queen Street. It is unfair to the senior center.

How much lead time will you give the renters who are in the path of the rail to find another
03/26/2009 |place to live that is affordable? Due to the economy I already lost 2 part-time jobs and only have
my one job. Have to take the bus to save $$.

Yes, I would like to know about the construction schedule of Rapid Transit Project. Thanks Giri
Taksali Vice President STV Incorporated

Thanks for the email about the show this weekend. I will not be able to come and see the
exhibit. I do want you to know that I continue to support rail transit. Two years ago I move to
Kailua from Oregon. I lived in Portland during all the construction of the MAX lightrail system
03/25/2009 |and its continuing expansion. It is a wonderful system and makes it so easy to get around
Portland. Just for fun I rode all of the lines and found it so easy. I have been surprised that none
of your stories that I have seen have shown the MAX system as it has been successful beyond
expectations. Claudia L. Webster

I see nothing here but political propaganda and I hope that taxpayer dollars are not being spent
trying to convince the educated that this is a wise use of funds. I notice that your rose colored
brochure says nothing negative about spending $6B dollars on this hideous 3 story guideway.
Like the Superferry fiasco, the City's EIS does not take into account the noise level this train
will surely produce and the blight that it will create while running overhead day and night. Let
the truth be heard and provide we the people with a venue to express our concerns and the cons
03/23/2009 |that you now hide. We should have equal treatment under the law and especially if you are
burning even more tax dollars to try and convince the majority that this project should go
forward. You can only fool the uneducated for so long, eventually they too will not be swayed a
facade and demand accountability from politicians who's ambition are only for personal profit
and fame. Let's stop the foolishness now before it becomes the next media headline to make
Hawaii look like the backward little island we are. Try paving the roads we already have, that
would be a promising start!

what type electrification is currently planned? DC? AC? MaglLev? 77?7 has a general
engineering consultant been selected yet? who? has a decision been made yet on project
03/22/2009 |delivery process? design-build? design-bid-build? ??? my company provides corrosion control
services. what is the process for my company to participate in the design team? who do we
contact?

03/26/2009
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Submission Submission Centent/Notes
Date

Aloha, The very fact that the rail only goes 24-28MPH is reason enough not to spend that much
money dev.it. Our buses go 50-60MPH in the car pool In. on the freeway with no traffic!
Passengers will loose 90 mins. aday on the rail. If it's not broke, don't fix it! Spend it on the
newly homeless families with 5 kids living in there car. Mahalo.

I have a current listing for sale on the 1901 Dillingham Blvd. (makai side) and would like to
find out the impact of the rail project on this particular property and the neighboring areas.
Who is handling the construction mangement and cost estimating services for this project? Will
this be handled by the City & County or sent out to a private company.

How do I go about getting a copy of the Real Estate Acquisition Management Plan (RTD
2008q) prepared by the DTC Rapid Transit Division. Thank you.

I would like to know about the design/layout of the rail. Like the interior of the train, the
stations, how it would look, etc. I would also like to know where the stations would be.
03/09/2009 [What is the status and timetable for getting the rail system implemented thanks

Will the planned rail system have any affect on our location? We are right next to the Food
Bank and Good Will.

Aloha, T am currently working on a feature about steel for an upcoming issue of Building
Industry magazine and would like to request some graphics for use in the story. Specifically, I'd
like a map, preferably just showing the first segment that will be built, or the latest overall map.
I'd also like a photo of an example of a steel-on-steel rail system. Thank you, Judith

Would like info on your Transit system. Public Bus System. Hours of operations, fare cost to
ride, map of Hub. Thanks for your help.

We are a local company that distributes and install industrial wash systems. We would like to be
part of the help and support of the rail system. We are able to help assit on the cleaning
equipment for the trains. Please let us know who we should present our systems to. Thank You,
Burt

Hello, Please be so kind and tell me if the original Draft EIS contains all of the information on
03/03/2009 |the Airport Route or will it need to be modified? If it needs to be modified, will there be an
additional public comment period? Thank you, Monica

03/02/2009 |About how far away, we can not hear the noise of the rail? Thanks.

03/21/2009

03/12/2009

03/11/2009

03/10/2009

03/10/2009

03/08/2009

03/05/2009

03/05/2009

03/04/2009

*does not include questions regarding procurement, employment, request for speakers, or
mailing list requests.
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remained, it was pretty fast, but now there are more cars in the other lanes.”
Oshiro said he'd like to see more flexible use of the Zipper Lane.

"l think it's underutilized,"” he said. "Maybe in the summer they could go back to two people. It would
also be good if they opened it when there's a stall or an accident, because when that happens (the
freeway) is a parking lot. There's not a lot of space out there, so we should maximize whatever lanes
there are."

Morioka said there are signs of increased interest in carpooling. He also said that rising gas prices
over the summer, coupled with the benefits of ride sharing — quicker commutes and less stress for
passengers — has resulted in a surge of interest in the state's Vanpool program.

According to Morioka, the number of Vanpool vehicles has increased from fewer than 170 to an
estimated 250.

"We're running out of vehicles,” he said. "It's a problem, but it's a nice problem to have.”

Additional Facts

Zipper Lane Use

2 people per car

3,650 cars, 7,300 people*

3 people per car (re-instituted in July)

2,650 cars, 7,950 people*

*Based on number of cars, times number of people allowed. All numbers are averaged.
Source: State Department of Transportation

http://www honoluluadvertiser.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article? ATID=/20090302/NEWS09/903020347 & template=printart[3/2/2009 8:38:28 AM]
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continuing to climb.

So an increase in rates and fees by the city isn't exactly welcome news.

Meet soccer dad Keith Terashima.

"My son is right there with the blue shirt and red shoes. His name is Tyler," said Terashima.
And daughter Tristyn.

"She's, how old are you Tristyn? Six years old," said Terashima.

Terashima works two jobs. His wife also works.

And like most Americans these days, they're on a budget, with a goal of saving money.

"We gotta cut down on a lot of going out so much, and stuff like," said Terashima.

And the price of paradise could soon go up, if the City Council approves Mayor Hannemann's budget plan.
Hannemann wants to hike property taxes by about 9%.

So the average homeowner would end up paying about $120 more per year.

"The last resort property taxes, | always said this would be the last option,”" said Hannemann.
The Terashimas live in Pearl City.

And because their property is valued at more than the median, they would see an even higher increase than the
average homeowner.

"So we looking at $200 or $300 increase. | mean, it's not a good time. | think they should look at other ways to maybe
cut down spending," said Terashima.

Under the Mayor's proposal, drivers would also have to pay more for their vehicle registration.

"That is something that bites into your budget, especially since I'm having my son getting to that age where he's going
to be driving," said Terashima.

The Mayor also hinted at the possibility of starting to collect fees for trash pickup like they do on the neighbor islands.

"Everything is going up and it's getting scary because of the job situation and economy and everything," said
Terashima.

So the Mayor laid out his plan, which is a suggestion to the City Council, because Council Members will ultimately
determine which and how much fees will go up for the next fiscal year.

City employees will also be affected under the Mayor's budget.

It calls for no pay raises for employees, except union contracts already approved for Honolulu police officers, and the
fire department.

And the Mayor and his cabinet would take voluntary 5% pay cuts.
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"The Council is going to take a very hard look at is there other ways to go, other solutions, other reductions that can
be made. | think it's our responsibility to take a scalpel to see what else we can do," said Honolulu City Council Chair
Todd Apo.

"Not just cutting fat, some muscle where it is prudent, and careful not to get into the bone," said Honolulu City Council
Member Nestor Garcia.

Next year the budget gap is expected to be much bigger.
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cutting costs

Other cost-saving initiatives include the elimination of pay raises for most city workers and a 5
percent pay cut for the mayor and his Cabinet. No layoffs are planned. The city also expects to
decide in April whether to continue TheBoat, the Kalaeloa-to-Downtown ferry that costs $5 million a
year.

Among the mayor's proposed construction expenses:

« $1.1 billion for Honolulu's planned elevated commuter rail from East Kapolei to Ala Moana.
» $142 million for the city's solid-waste-to-energy facility.

« $77 million for street repairs.

Hannemann said the city would consider other steps to deal with anticipated budget shortfalls,
including charging a residential refuse collection fee and possibly merging fire and emergency
services into one agency to take advantage of economies of scale. The city also will consider creating
a homeowner class for real property taxes.

Council Chairman Todd Apo said the council will fully consider the mayor's proposed budget along
with proposals from other sources, including other council members and the public.

"It's obviously realistic," Apo said. "It's one way of doing it.

"lts definitely tough. Everybody's going to have to accept this combination of an adjustment in the
services they may have otherwise expected and had in the past with the realization that we're all
going to have to pay a little bit more," Apo said.

http://www honoluluadvertiser.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article? ATD=/20090303/NEWS01/903030350&template=printart[3/3/2009 6:55:32 AM]
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"We're there every day just trying to tell them, 'Please don't touch the TAT, and please don't
touch the half-percent coming to the county," Hannemann said.

"I'm hoping that it doesn't happen, but that's a big question."
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Medical Services in with the Honolulu Fire Department — and assessing whether all programs
meet the definition of essential city services.

Hannemann has made it clear that nothing should be considered a sacred cow.

"I've even thrown out there ... as much as I love music, as much as I love art and drama and the
like, whether it's still an appropriate function for the city to have the Royal Hawaiian Band,"
Hannemann told Star-Bulletin reporters and editors. "I love music more than any other mayor
that has sat in my job, but that's something, too, that doesn't fall under the definition of core city
services."

Councilman Nestor Garcia, the budget chairman, said he agreed that everything needs to be put
on the table. He said he was even willing to examine the need for one of his preferred projects,
TheBoat.

"Everybody has to put in their sacrifices," Garcia said. "One of the things I liked about the
mayor's approach is it's not just 2010, but 2011, too."

Councilman Duke Bainum, who sits on the budget committee, said he's hopeful the council can
avoid tax and fee hikes, "but we have to also be realistic and know that we're in uncharted
financial territory."

Councilman Charles Djou, also a budget committee member, criticized the growth in
government spending under Hannemann, noting that the final operating budget submitted by
former Mayor Jeremy Harris in 2004 was $1.2 billion.

"I think we have to look at a wholesale revision of the way the city government operates," Djou
said. "This is far, far, far too much spending and it's fiscally irresponsible."
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Honolulu Zoo. Rates would increase from 25 cents to $1.50 an hour, finally reflecting the reality of typical parking
rates throughout Waikiki.

Hannemann also proposes increases from $4 to $6 for resident adults, $8 to $12 for nonresidents and $1 to $3 for
children for admittance to the zoo itself. To hear President Obama tell it from his most recent visit to the zoo with his
children, that still would be a great deal.

The economic downturn has decreased city revenues from taxes and fees, so it comes as no surprise that Mayor
Mufi Hannemann is proposing increased rates to balance the city's budget in the upcoming fiscal year. His suggested
increases appear to be distributed fairly and should require little if any change by the City Council before being put to
use.

The sharp reduction in tourism has been reflected in a decline in hotel room and fuel tax revenues, while hotels,
restaurants and other businesses that cater to travelers struggle to survive the economic crisis. Hannemann has
recognized their plight by keeping commercial and industrial property tax rates the same. Taxes for homeowners,
however, will go up, returning to 2007 rates. The monthly property tax hikes will average about $10 for single-family
homes and $8 for condominiums.

With the reduction of home values, the net revenue to the city through property taxes will be questionable. Property
tax rates will remain far below rates on the mainland, where property taxes typically pay for schools.

The mayor calls for an operating budget increase of about 1 percent, due largely to union contracts with police,
firefighters and bus employees and increases in the debt service and city employees' health and retirement system
contributions. Hannemann and his cabinet members are taking exemplary 5 percent salary cuts and city managers
are accepting pay freezes.

Hannemann's proposed fee increases cross into numerous areas, such as fees for license-plate renewal, those for
fire alarm permits and a doubling of fees for use of police officers for special duty.

Most noticeable to residents would be increased bus fares from $2 to $2.25 a day and from $40 to $50 for monthly
passes. Those rates — especially the monthly rate — still would be a good deal compared to bus fares in mainland
cities.

Green fees at city golf courses would rise from $16 to $19 a round for adults and from $9 to $12 for children, and
monthly rates from $32 to $40 for seniors, while cart rentals would go from $16 to $19. Essentially that would mean
an adult golfer sharing a cart would pay $27.50 a round, still far below green fees at privately owned courses that are
open to the public.

The steepest rate increase would be those residents who have benefited from ultra-cheap parking next to the
Honolulu Zoo. Rates would increase from 25 cents to $1.50 an hour, finally reflecting the reality of typical parking
rates throughout Waikiki.

Hannemann also proposes increases from $4 to $6 for resident adults, $8 to $12 for nonresidents and $1 to $3 for
children for admittance to the zoo itself. To hear President Obama tell it from his most recent visit to the zoo with his
children, that still would be a great deal.
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Honolulu and Kahului airports are under consideration for stimulus funding for explosives
detection systems.

The Transportation Security Administration will be evaluating the proposals before making a
decision.

The state has been designated to also receive some $126 million in highway funds under the
federal stimulus package.

The state and counties will be meeting to discuss their needs, before a decision is made on how
the funds will be divided, Mori said.

Transportation officials plan to make an announcement by March 17 on details of the projects
funded by the $126 million.
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Following numerous exploratory meetings between local neighborhood boards, by the year 2000, the
beautification notion had evolved to include traffic flow and pedestrian-safety improvements as well.
There were traffic signals to be upgraded and guard rails to be fixed, folks said. Left- and right-turn lanes
could be extended to accommodate more traffic, and bridges, overhead signs and drainage systems
could be fixed, upgraded and beaultified, they said.

Innovation came in the way government responded to the need, Clark said.

"Instead of the planners coming out and saying, 'This is what we're going to do to the highway,' it was
the other way around," he said. "The planners were coming out and saying, 'VWhat would you like to
have done with your highway?' "

The 'Aiea and Pearl City Neighborhood Boards held joint committee meetings. Other groups, including
the 'Aiea and Pearl City community associations, followed suit. In time, the community partners included
the U.S. Navy, the Pearl Harbor Historic Sites, The 'Aiea/Pearl City Business Association, the Aliamanu/
Salt Lake Neighborhood Board and Pearlridge Center.

By 2005, things had kicked into high gear with the establishment of the Kamehameha Highway
Improvements Task Force. Its mission was to identify short-term to long-range improvement plans that
would make the road safer and enhance its aesthetics while maintaining its sense of place.

model project

The task force not only included community organizations and the DOT, but also the Honolulu City and
County Transportation Services.

"This project — the first of its kind in Hawai'i — is the result of long-range, consensus-based planning
processes that involved entire communities,” said Rep. K. Mark Takai, who co-chairs the Kamehameha
Highway Improvements Task Force and has been a driving force behind the direction the project has
taken.

The community-driven approach gives area residents a sense of ownership as well as a willingness to
assist in its implementation, Takai said.

"It's actually a fairly comprehensive approach," added Brennon Morioka, director of the state
Department of Transportation. The goal is to focus on low-cost, high-impact projects, he said.

More important, the Kamehameha projects initiative should pave the way for projects to come because it
melds the wishes of communities with the technical expertise and funding ability of government.

"These projects were not driven by the DOT," Morioka said. "These were improvements that the
community said they needed. Once we knew what the concerns were, then we developed the projects
that would fit their concerns."

It's called Context Sensitive Solutions, or CSS, Morioka said. The Central O'ahu project is the first. But
the department has now formally adopted CSS as policy. The 'Aiea/Pearl City projects have become the
model for similar projects around O'ahu and the rest of the state, Morioka said.

"The Kamehameha Highway Improvements Projects is our first construction coming out of CSS," he

http://www.honoluluadvertiser.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article? AID=/20090307/NEWS09/903070357&template=printart (2 of 3) [3/7/2009 2:48:34 AM]
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"l do want to emphasize that we believe the rail system can be a powerful stimulus to revitalize our
economy, and we look forward to working with the city on actions that will mitigate the development
impacts of the system," Kamehameha Schools spokeswoman Ann Botticelli said in an e-mail statement.
"We feel we have a kuleana to respond to the (draft environmental impact statement) ... both as a
landowner with ancestral ties to the lands in question and as a landlord to small businesses."

Kamehameha Schools isn't the only entity raising concerns that alternatives to an elevated rail weren't
adequately considered.

City Transportation Director Wayne Yoshioka did not return calls for this story. However, City
Councilman Gary Okino said that as far as the city is concerned, the planned commuter rail will be
entirely elevated.

"It has to be an elevated system for several significant reasons," he said.

Supporters of the transit plan contend that the elevated track will not disrupt views or change the
aesthetics in already congested urban Honolulu. In addition, elevating the train is also cheaper than
building a network of underground tunnels or running the tracks at ground level, where more land would
need to be acquired, proponents say. Elevating the train also should reduce commuting times and as a
result, potentially increase ridership.

Over time, the higher costs of building an elevated train are offset by lower operating costs created in
part because the trains won't need drivers, Okino said. That's because an elevated train that doesn't
interact with auto traffic can be automatically operated without needing a driver.

Kamehameha Schools and other groups, such as the American Institute of Architects, need to become
more informed about the benefits of an elevated system, Okino said.

"l think they're just not aware of the issues and they can deal with it," said Okino, who chairs the
council's Transportation and Planning Committee. "There's tradeoffs. An at-grade system is definitely
better looking, it's definitely cheaper in the beginning, but to me it lacks foresight."

Environmental impact

While the planned transit system isn't expected to prevent traffic along the busy H-1 Freeway commuter
corridor from worsening, it is expected to give commuters an alternative to highways while reducing
urban sprawl.

An ongoing environmental study is a major hurdle in the city's effort to obtain about $1.4 billion in federal
money to build the train system. The city expects to complete the environmental review in time to begin
construction in December. The city's timeline calls for service between West Loch and Waipahu to start
in late 2013 and full service to Ala Moana by the end of 2018.

According to the city, the elevated guideway is expected to have a greater visual impact in Kapolei
rather than in urban Honolulu. That's because the East Kapolei area has low and open landscape.
Visual impacts are expected to be moderate to low along Dillingham Boulevard, Nimitz Highway and
Kuhio Avenue because of a large number of nearby high-rise structures.

Still, Kamehameha Schools said it is concerned that the visual blight of the elevated guideway over time

http://www.honoluluadvertiser.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article? AID=/20090308/ NEWS09/903080386 &template=printart (2 of 3) [3/8/2009 4:24:27 AM]
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Instead of enduring bumper-to-bumper traffic, the couple, along with their two children, Angel, 2, and
"Little Jason," 4, breezed to Kapolei to check out Target.

"Actually, | work at Target at Salt Lake," said Lori Reilly, who was amazed at how much business the
Kapolei Target was doing even in a blackout.

Just 15 minutes after the spill occurred, an equipment problem caused a power failure at Kapolei
Parkway, complicating what was already expected to be a busy day at the Kapolei Commons shopping
center.

The problem was traced to a cable fault, according to Hawaiian Electric Co. spokeswoman Sharon Higa.

The traffic snarl on Fort Weaver slowed the HECO repair crew's arrival at the scene and power was not
restored until just before 3 p.m.

Among the businesses affected by the outage was the newly opened Target store.

Store manager Jon Radtke said there was 15 seconds of total darkness before an emergency generator
system kicked in. And then it was shopping as usual, only slightly darker, as the store welcomed the
expected crush of weekend shoppers.

Target and nearby Petco operated on emergency power throughout the outage, a Kapolei Commons
representative said.

Radtke said the Kapolei Target's official grand opening will start at 8 a.m. today as scheduled.
Petco was celebrating the second day of a three-day grand opening when the lights went out.

General manager Jerry Coble said that although it has not been officially confirmed, Friday apparently
set a record as the biggest first-day opening of any Petco in the country. And he said they expect to do
twice the business today.

Jarrett Chang, manager at Sports Authority, said the store's grand opening yesterday went off without a
hitch — until the store went dark.

At that point, the grand opening moved outside to the front of the store.

Belle Ezar, of 'Ewa Beach, said by 2:30 p.m. traffic was moving faster on Fort Weaver Road.
"But it was still moving slowly," she said, as she strolled into Target.

Eric Torrate of Waipahu had never shopped at a Target before yesterday.

"It's a little crowded," he said. "And it's a little hot because there's so many people.”

His wife, Laraine, wasn't complaining.

http://www.honoluluadvertiser.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article? AID=/20090308/ NEWS01/903080384 &template=printart (2 of 3) [3/8/2009 4:30:07 AM]
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Bonnie Arnold said.

The Dallas light-rail system, which has an average weekday ridership of 70,000 trips, registered a
ridership increase of more than 8 percent in the fourth quarter and more than 10 percent for the year.

As gasoline prices fell, other benefits became more apparent, said Morgan Lyons, a spokesman for
Dallas Area Rapid Transit. Instead of traffic-clogged drives that could take up to an hour, riders could
be on the train for 35 to 40 minutes and do work or relax.

Service cuts

Ridership demand notwithstanding, enormous budget deficits and falling sales and property tax
revenue have forced many transit agencies to raise fares and cut service. Last month, the Cincinnati
Metro said it was reducing service on 27 bus routes to balance its 2009 budget. Maryland officials cut
commuter rail and bus service.

Looking ahead, transit officials say ridership is likely to fall in the first quarter of this year because of
the slumping economy. But they say stimulus-funded projects set to get under way this spring will
show policymakers the benefits of transit investment.

"There are a lot of eyes watching those of us who are in receipt of stimulus funds," Millar said. If
transit agencies spend the money quickly and create jobs, building "tracks to somewhere" instead of
"a bridge to nowhere," federal policymakers "will be much more inclined to listen and invest additional
sums,” he said.
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Hannemann did not disclose how much more fares could rise in the future.

fares in other cities

Fares for TheBus would remain in line with other cities even if the proposed fare increase was
approved, Hannemann said. Mainland bus fares vary from $1.50 to $3.25 in Pittsburgh, $2 to $2.50 in
Seattle, $1.75 to $2.25 in Minneapolis and $2 in Denver, according to city officials.

Still, any hike in fares could drive away some riders.

Since 1980, TheBus has experienced little net passenger growth, despite a 19.3 percent increase in
Honolulu's population. In 2007, TheBus had 72.6 million passengers. That's slightly more than the
71.6 million passengers it carried in 1980.

Roger Morton, president and general manager of O'ahu Transit Services Inc., operator of TheBus,
said the agency will finish this fiscal year within its budget. That's mainly because of a sharp drop in
fuel prices, which peaked in August at $4.61 a gallon. Today, TheBus is paying about $2 a gallon for
fuel.

"We were worried about it of course,” Morton said. "There are certain uncontrollable expenses and
fuel is certainly uncontrollable.”

The proposed fare hikes follow service improvements, including additional country express routes,
new buses, new transit centers in Wai'anae, Mililani and Kalihi, and a circulator bus service in Mililani.

"Even with increases (TheBus) is still a good deal," Hannemann said. "It's not like we've been
standing pat on our bus service and operations. We believe we've improved it dramatically.”
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March 10, 2009

U.S. Senate passes spending bill with $372 million for Hawaii
projects

By JOHN YAUKEY
Advertiser Washington Bureau

WASHINGTON — The U.S. Senate tonight passed a $410 billion spending bill containing hundreds
of millions of dollars for projects in Hawaii, including money to develop commuter rail service and
support for Native Hawaiian education and healthcare.

The bill would fund most government programs and services through fiscal 2009, which ends Sept.
30. Funding for defense, homeland security and veterans benefits was passed separately.

The Senate passed the legislation by voice vote, which means there was no recorded tally. Both
Hawaii senators were strong supporters of the bill.

The House passed its version of the spending bill Feb. 25 by a vote of 245-178, with both of Hawaii’s
representatives voting in favor.

President Barack Obama is expected to sign the legislation soon.

Hawaii's total take from the bill is estimated at about $372 million, according to an analysis by the two
Island senators.

The bill is but a chapter in a book of recent federal spending, some of it meant to spur the ailing
economy. That includes a $787 billion economic stimulus package, which contained about $1 billion
in direct aid to Hawaii over the next two years.

"Will the United States be better off in the next year if we enact this bill? The answer is obviously
yes," Sen. Daniel K. Inouye said.

Inouye, chairman of the powerful Senate Appropriations Committee, was the leading manager of the
bill on the Democratic side.

Some of the top items for Hawaii in the spending bill include:

— $60 million for the National Oceanographic and Atmospheric Administration Pacific Regional
Facility.

— $33 million for Native Hawaiian education.

— $21 million for the East-West Center.

— $20 million for the Honolulu High-CapacityTransit Corridor Project.

— $14 million for Native Hawaiian healthcare.

In the Senate, the bill drew a stark ideological line between lawmakers eager to bring federal money
home, and budget hawks, who decried the measure as laden with earmarks.

Inouye spent much of the last week fighting off a raft of Republican amendments meant to derail the
legislation or at least chip away at the earmarks.

Any change in the bill would have forced it back to the House for reconciliation, which House leaders
declared a nonstarter. That would have meant continuing government funding at current levels
instead of increasing it by roughly 8 percent, as called for in the spending bill.

Inouye’s strategy was to advocate for indisputably worthy earmark recipients, such as emergency
first-responders, infrastructure projects, healthcare and flood control measures. Referring to the long
string of amendments meant to cut the spending, Inouye asked, “How many of these will we accept
before we go into law enforcement and healthcare?”

The bill contains between 8,000 and 9,000 earmarks — the exact number depends on who’s counting
— including requests from lawmakers no longer in office. Inouye was among the top 10 senators in
terms of earmark requests.

In total, the earmarks make up less than 2 percent of the bill but have sparked vociferous debate over
federal spending.

AR00082517



Inouye had 106 special requests for funding totaling more than $225 million, according to an analysis
of all Senate earmarks by the non-partisan Taxpayers for Common Sense.

Sen. Daniel Akaka had a hand in about $134 million in earmarks, mostly in conjunction with other
lawmakers.

Second-term Rep. Mazie Hirono led the 435-member House of Representatives with $138.6 million in
earmarks, in large part because they were co-sponsored with Inouye.

In fourth place in the House was Rep. Neil Abercrombie, with $111.4 million.

Other notable provisions for Hawai'i in the spending bill include:

— $9.5 million for the Advanced Technology Solar Telescope.

— $7.8 million for research on preventing the extinction of Hawaiian sea turtles.

— $7 million for expanding the James Campbell National Wildlife Refuge.

— $6.7 million for tropical and subtropical agriculture research.

— $5.8 million for Hawaii's share of a Native Hawaiian and Native Alaskan Higher Education

initiative.
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House leaders declared a nonstarter.

That would have meant continuing government funding at current levels instead of increasing it by
roughly 8 percent, as called for in the spending bill.

As Republicans sought to remake the bill, Inouye's strategy was to advocate for indisputably worthy
funding, such as money for emergency first-responders, infrastructure projects, healthcare providers
and flood control measures.

Referring to the long string of amendments meant to cut the spending, Inouye asked, "How many of
these will we accept before we go into law enforcement and healthcare?"

The Senate rejected all the Republican amendments.

The bill contains between 8,000 and 9,000 earmarks — the exact nhumber depends on who's counting
— including requests from lawmakers no longer in office.

Inouye was among the top 10 senators in terms of earmark requests. In total, the earmarks make up
less than 2 percent of the bill but have sparked a vociferous debate over federal spending.

Inouye had 106 special requests for funding totaling more than $225 million, according to an analysis
of all Senate earmarks by the nonpartisan Taxpayers for Common Sense.

U.S. Sen. Daniel Akaka had a hand in about $134 million in earmarks, mostly in conjunction with
other lawmakers.

Second-term U.S. Rep. Mazie Hirono led the 435-member House of Representatives with $138.6
million in earmarks, in large part because they were co-sponsored with Inouye.

In fourth place in the House was U.S. Rep. Neil Abercrombie, with $111.4 million in earmarks,
according to Taxpayers for Common Sense.

how hawai'i benefits

Other notable provisions for Hawai'i in the spending bill include:

+ $9.5 million for the Advanced Technology Solar Telescope.

- $7.8 million for research on preventing the extinction of Hawaiian sea turtles.
« $7 million for expanding the James Campbell National Wildlife Refuge.

- $6.7 million for tropical and subtropical agriculture research.

- $5.8 million for Hawai'i's share of a Native Hawaiian and Native Alaskan Higher Education initiative.
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was a former Federal Transit Administration director of safety and security. All of these specialists
have conducted numerous vulnerability assessments for transit systems.

The evaluation process included examining similar systems, including the Miami Dade People Mover,
Detroit People Mover and Seattle Monorail. All three travel close to buildings, in some cases within 50
feet, according to the city. The Detroit People Mover is adjacent to a federal courthouse. The systems
reviewed had experienced no known threats or incidents or attempted incidents, the city said.

Under city plans, construction of the East Kapolei to Ala Moana rail will start in December. However,
construction is not expected to reach the Downtown area for several years, giving officials time to
resolve the courthouse security issue.

City Councilman Charles Djou has introduced a resolution recommending changing the train's route.
That bill has yet to receive a hearing by the council's Transportation and Planning Committee.

"HPD's assessment (of the threat posed by the train) obviously doesn't square with the U.S.
marshal's assessment,” Djou said. "l think this deserves a public hearing so we can air all of these
concerns and figure out which way is the best way to go."
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The House also pushed forward with a state income tax increase on higher-income residents while
eventually increasing the standard deduction and personal exemption, which could help other
taxpayers.

But the Senate backed away from a bill that would have borrowed $150 million from Honolulu's rail-
transit tax. The bill would have given the city the option to extend the surcharge for another two
years. As an incentive for city cooperation, the state would also have repaid the city with $250 million
in bonds.

State Sen. Donna Mercado Kim, D-14th (Halawa, Moanalua, Kamehameha Heights), the chairwoman
of the Senate Ways and Means Committee, asked her colleagues to send the bill back to committee
after receiving a letter of concern from Inouye.

Inouye, D-Hawai'i, warned that the bill could put in jeopardy $1 billion in potential federal money for
the rail project. He said the bill might cause U.S. Department of Transportation Secretary Ray LaHood
and Congress to "question Honolulu's seriousness and commitment.”

"If the senior senator says there are concerns, who am | to counter that?" said Kim, who had her own
misgivings about the bill. "It was never our intention to derail the rail."

Mayor Mufi Hannemann, who had opposed the bill, praised the Senate's decision.

"I am happy the Senate reaffirmed its support for the city's rail-transit project by not tampering with
the local funding," the mayor said. "I appreciate the fact that Senator Inouye agreed that it would have
been unwise to jeopardize the federal funding.”

Several Republicans criticized Democrats for thinking about tax increases.

"The majority is continuing the policy of taxation and spending as a means to sustain a very
ineffective bureaucracy," said state Senate Minority Leader Fred Hemmings, R-25th (Kailua,
Waimanalo, Hawai'i Kai.)

Schools, highways

In floor sessions yesterday, the House and Senate plowed through dozens of bills and made some
significant decisions.

The Senate advanced a bill that would provide $155 million in bonds for repair and maintenance
projects at public schools. Lawmakers also moved out the Lingle administration's highway
modernization and recreational renaissance plans for state parks, trails and small-boat harbors.

Lawmakers agreed to consider restructuring the Hawai'i Health Systems Corp. and give ailing public
hospitals the option of converting to nonprofit or private status to become more financially competitive.

The Senate agreed to advance a bill that would divert money from the state's rainy day fund to
maintain spending on public education, human services and health programs.

In the House, lawmakers backed a salary freeze for the governor, lieutenant governor, judges,
department directors and state lawmakers until 2011. The freeze would not change a 36 percent pay
increase that lawmakers received in January.

The House passed a bill that could lead to further caps on noneconomic damages in medical
malpractice lawsuits against doctors in five specialties. A task force would recommend the caps, while
a rate commission would suggest market-based malpractice premium rates.

The House supported a bill that would make it easier to try minors between 15 and 17 years old as
adults in murder cases. The bill is known as "Karen's law" for Karen Ertell, an 'Ewa Beach woman
allegedly raped and murdered by a neighborhood teenager.

The House advanced a bill that would help homeless people who came here from other states return
to the Mainland.

House lawmakers chose to reject a hill that would have extended the deadline for an environmental
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impact statement for Hawaii Superferry. The law that allows the ferry to operate during the
environmental review expires this summer.

The House also sent back a bill that would have adjusted the limit on corporate contributions to
corporate political action committees. The limit would have increased to $50,000 per election cycle, up
from a $2,000 limit per cycle — or $1,000 per election — that is not being enforced pending the state
Campaign Spending Commission's appeal of a legal challenge.

Public-interest groups had decried the bill as an invitation for more corporate money in politics, but
House leaders said they sent the bill back to committee because of technical flaws. The bill also
would have altered a limit on Mainland donations to state candidates.

Both the Superferry and campaign-finance bills could theoretically be revived before the end of
session, but the action yesterday reduces the chances the bills will be brought back.

In the Senate, yesterday was the first day senators could use a procedural tool in the state
Constitution to try to recall a civil-unions bill that has been stalled in committee.

State Senate Majority Leader Gary Hooser, D-7th (Kaua'i, Ni'ihau), who has said he would force a
vote at some point in the session, said senators are still talking.

State House Majority Leader Blake Oshiro, D-33rd (Aiea, Halawa Valley, 'Aiea Heights), the hill's
sponsor, said advocates of civil unions would likely prefer the bill not advance if it is watered down
with amendments.

Senators have discussed possibly amending the bill by expanding rights for same-sex partners but
stopping short of equating civil unions and marriage under state law.

http://www .honoluluadvertiser.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article? ATD=/20090311/NEWS02/903110398&template=printart[3/11/2009 7:21:26 AM]
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allowing the Superferry to operate.

"It could possibly shut down their business, and we don't know for how
long," said Minority Leader Rep. Lynn Finnegan, R-Mapunapuna-Foster
Village. "It's not good for jobs, and it's not a good signal to the mainland
about whether or not we're business friendly."

The corporate contribution bill would have allowed businesses to donate up
to $50,000 to political action committees, but lawmakers turned away the
proposal amid protests from government watchdog groups.

Most of the dead bills didn't even make it to a floor vote Tuesday. Instead,
they stalled in committees whose approval would be required for them to
advance.

That's what happened to bills seeking to ban smoking on Waikiki Beach,
prohibit sales of slim cigarettes, outlaw text messaging while driving and bar
driver's licenses from illegal immigrants.

Still alive are bills to use tobacco settlement money for the state budget,
raise cigarette taxes, cap medical malpractice reform damages, ban genetic
modification of Hawaiian taro, tax Internet sales and restrict sales of former
Hawaiian kingdom lands .

"It's a whole smorgasbord of things that are on the table today," said
Majority Leader Rep. Blake Oshiro, D-Aiea-Halawa.

Other measures set for further consideration through the end of this year's
legislative session in May would extend high-tech tax credits, allow police to
go after people involved in dog fighting, prevent public viewings of human
cadavers without government approval and delay a project for publicly
funded elections on the Big Island until 2014.
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Competition builds for Hawaii public works projects - Pacific Business News (Honolulu):

“It sure seems on an overall basis that there’s less available work,” he said. “While we’ve been fortunate to have as much as we do have, it’s
not as much as we did have.”

Hawaiian Dredging, which recently broke ground on Disney’s new resort at Ko Olina, routinely works on infrastructure projects — it recently
completed the first phase of the Queen Kaahumanu Highway widening in Kailua-Kona on the Big Island and is working on the City and
County of Honolulu’s $80 million upgrade to the Sand Island Wastewater Treatment Plant.

Parsons, which does mostly infrastructure projects, also has seen more competition for public works projects in the past couple of months.
When it won the $50 million contract in 2007 to do upgrades at the city’s Honouliuli Wastewater Treatment Plant, there were two other
bidders, said Senior Vice President Tom McCabe.

“And then last month, there was a bid for the Wahiawa Wastewater Treatment Plant and there were 11 bidders,” said McCabe, noting that
Parsons came in fourth for that job. “Basically one year later, the number of bidders almost quadrupled.”

More cargo capacity

Dozens of large projects will be put out to bid over the next couple of months.

One of the state’s harbor modernization program’s first projects, a $20 million interisland cargo facility for Young Brothers at Hilo
Harbor, is getting ready to go out to bid, Morioka said. Expanding cargo facilities for both Matson Navigation Co. and Young Brothers at
Kawaihae Harbor, acquiring more land at Maui’s Kahului Harbor and redeveloping Honolulu Harbor’s Kapalama Military Reservation into
an area for cargo operations also are part of the plan.

“We still anticipate future growth of cargo capacity needs — that’s on every island,” Morioka said. “We're trying to expand capacity at each of
our harbors.”

Over the next six to nine months, the department also will put two highway widening projects on Kauai out to bid that will total about $95
million, he said.

Jjmagin@bizjournals.com | 955-8041
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All county highway projects are being coordinated by the state.

"We are making smart investments by choosing these projects wisely. This effort has not come easily
... it has been all about working together," said Brennon T. Morioka, director of the state Department
of Transportation.

In deciding what road projects to submit to the federal government, state and county officials had to
evaluate whether a project was ready to be put out for bid in the next six to eight weeks and whether
an environmental impact study was needed.

The federal funding formula also demands transparency and orders the state and counties to
distribute the work across all the Islands and in "economically distressed zones and areas where the
project would have an impact in creating jobs," according to the state.
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themselves.

The city is in the final stages of forming the guidelines for the Waipahu hubs, and the city presented
a draft plan to the public there for two TOD hubs.

One is in the Mokuola portion of Waipahu and the other is on the Leoku side.

Richard Oshiro, chairman of the Waipahu Neighborhood Board, said the TOD plans provide a shot in
the arm for the region.

"It's not about the train so much as it is the orderly development and planning of the future of
Waipahu," Oshiro said.

After the plans for the Kapolei and Waipahu hubs are completed, the city will work on Transit-
Oriented Development plans for the Pearl City/'Aiea and Kalihi regions.

The city Department of Transportation Services is seeking construction bids for the $5.4 billion project.

Construction is expected to be begin in late 2009 and the first portion, between West Loch and
Waipahu, is expected to begin operations in 2013. Service to Ala Moana is slated to be available by
the end of 2018.
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Not all the projections were bad in the report, which estimated a cooling of inflation and points to a
boost from the federal stimulus plan over the short-term. UHERO noted the national economy should
reach bottom later this year, and that Hawai'i may, too.

"If we stabilize the financial markets, the economy will bottom out this year, and we'll begin to see
some growth next year," Bonham said. "There's some evidence that not as many people think the
economy is going to fall apart as just a few months ago."

The state's own efforts to inject money into infrastructure projects along with the O'ahu mass-transit
project should provide help over the medium-term, the report said.

Moreover, UHERO's unemployment rate forecast shows the Hawai'i number lower than what some
economists are projecting for the nation as a whole.

The forecast was delivered with a caveat given the uncertainty that's surrounded the past year's
economic turbulence. Bonham said economists had a difficult time last year giving forecasts because
of the rapid downturn.

He said forecasters could be wrong in predicting a gradual recovery beginning sometime next year,
and that the possibility exists a rebound might be bigger than what's seen now.
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The Ho'opili project would be at the entryway to H-1 for 'Ewa and 'Ewa Beach residents, Oamilda
said.

"It's like damming the river upstream where people downstream cannot get to the water," he said. "lt's
the same concept. They're blocking us from getting to the freeway."

highway improvements

The developer and its supporters previously have stated that a number of improvements are slated to
be completed in the next few years, among them the North-South Road and an accompanying H-1
interchange, as well as a widening of Fort Weaver Road from four to six lanes.

Horton-Schuler Homes officials have also said they are ready to pay their fair share of transportation
improvements in the region.

Further, they've pointed out that the project is designed to be a mixed-use community where people
can live, work and play without getting into their cars.

Already incorporating live-work units at its Mehana project in Kapolei, Horton-Schuler Homes said up
to 5,100 of its units may end up being low to medium density live-work residential units.

Those testifying in support of the project yesterday said they like that concept.

Kurt Fevella, chairman of the 'Ewa Neighborhood Board, said the project would provide amenities not
just for current West O'ahu residents, but future generations as well.

"I have a 4-year-old daughter and | want her to stay here and not go to the Mainland," Fevella said.

The three surrounding neighborhood boards — Waipahu, 'Ewa and Makakilo/Kapolei/ Honokai Hale —
have not taken positions on the project. But the chairpeople for the Waipahu and Makakilo-Kapolei
boards — Richard Oshiro and Maeda Timson, respectively — also offered testimony endorsing the
project.

Timson said the task force meetings have been productive and that Horton-Schuler Homes officials
have listened and worked to address community concerns.

Leonard Leong of Royal Contracting said in written testimony that his company has already had to lay
off workers and cut the hours of those left. "Ho'opili represents thousands of jobs and an investment of
tens of millions of private dollars," Leong said.

13.7% of farm land

Mayer, in his written report, also pointed out that a majority of the land being eyed for Ho'opili is now
home to four farms, among them the 1,000-acre Aloun Farms.

"The proposed project will result in the direct loss of approximately 1,497 acres of agricultural land
being leased for various agricultural operations," Mayer said.

The farmers entered into their lease agreements with the understanding that the long-term plans for
their acreage called for urban uses.

Horton-Schuler has agreed to help Aloun relocate and is working with the farm owner to gradually
phase out agricultural uses only as needed by the development.

The state Department of Agriculture made no recommendation for the Ho'opili project but pointed out
to commissioners that they should consider that the 1,500 acres of ag land represents 13.7 percent of
O'ahu's available farm land.

Plans call for the project to be built out in increments over 20 years, with between 4,000 and 6,250
units and between 400,000 and 800,000 square feet of mixed use/live-work commercial space in the
first decade.
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raise the bus fares if they fall below the City Council-established policy of having the fare box account
for 27-33 percent of the operating cost.

The real property tax rate increases we proposed for the average home and condo owner will be
about $10 a month, or about the cost of one movie, eight steamed manapua or one bento lunch and
a drink. Additionally, we were very sensitive to the needs of our seniors and the disabled. Their bus
fares will stay the same and their monthly tax increases are lower than the typical homeowner. The
fact of the matter is we have been managing this budget very responsibly. We've earned clean
financial audits, we've saved money like we never have before and we don't raid funds that are
earmarked for specific purposes.

As for making light of my Cabinet's willingness to work one day a month for free, | don't see any other
entity in government willing to do the same. That speaks volumes of their willingness to sacrifice and
put something in the "stone soup." We're all in this together, Matt.

kailuaresident: The Hawai'i Tourism Authority rejection of the Pro Bowl was nationally
embarrassing, especially considering the dire economic times. Why did they vote like that, and what
caused them to finally see the light and accept the NFL's offer?

Hannemann: Although HTA is a creature of the state and the Pro Bowl is definitely a state
responsibility, | could not stand idly by to see this great economic revenue-generating opportunity
leave Honolulu. That's why | jumped to the forefront and personally discussed concerns the HTA
board members had with voting to keep it here. Three of those votes switched in the end. And I'm
very grateful that we were able to avert a very bad situation. Now the challenge is for the state to
have a comprehensive sports marketing strategy to avoid future opportunities going to other areas.
The city is more than willing to assist in that regard.

Lauren Nicholas: The rail-transit community development plan had some good ideas in it. Will
there be other community-based planning for rail transit?

Hannemann: After Kapolei and Waipahu, which are under way, we are looking to initiate the TOD
process for the Pearl City/'Aiea community and then to Kalihi/Middle Street area. The plan is to
continue along the transit line in developing community-based neighborhood plans for each station
area.

Jamie Hann: | catch the bus. What happens to the bus when rail starts operating?

Hannemann: The buses will definitely be a part of what we call an integrated multi-modal system.
In fact, by having the rail system handle the congested central corridor, we liberate our buses to
provide more extensive and more frequent service to the communities. The same fare for the bus will
apply to the rail and will allow you to transfer seamlessly.

Terri Ann: | am glad Target opened in Kapolei. It's a good sign for growth on the west side. What
are you doing to develop Kapolei into a true "Second City?"

Hannemann: |'ve always said our goal is to develop Kapolei into a great city, not just a second city.
Since we've been in office, it's clear that we've taken public-private partnerships to a new level as
evidenced by our relationship with private developers such as Kapolei Property.

We're building infrastructure, including roadways and utilities in Kapolei city in excess of $170 million.
In fact, we recently opened the Kamokila extension, providing alternative access into the rapidly
developing activity center which includes Target, Costco, Home Depot and Sports Authority. With this
new infrastructure in place and a very visible public safety presence, we are laying the groundwork for
Kapolei to maximize its potential as a great place for people to live, work and play. We're grateful for
the strong support the community and the area councilmembers Todd Apo and Nestor Garcia have
given us to enable these projects to be built quickly.

Additional Facts

This week

Editorial and Opinion Editor Jeanne Mariani-Belding puts Laura Thielen, director of the Department of
Land and Natural Resources, on the Hot Seat — and lets you ask the questions — during a live blog
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chat Wednesday from noon to 1 p.m. Join the conversation at www.Honoluluadvertiser.com/opinion
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passes by Honolulu International Airport.

"The travel forecasting side is now very, very conservative, so it almost assures that you're going to hit
your mark if not exceed it when you open up,” Yoshioka said. "We're certain that (Honolulu's forecast) is
conservative."

Honolulu city officials hope to begin construction on the 20-mile East Kapolei to Ala Moana train in
December, contingent on federal approval, and launch service in phases between 2013 and 2019.

A preview of what to expect can be found in Phoenix, where a new $1.4 billion, 20-mile light rail train
launched service in December. More than 150,000 people rode the new light-rail trains during the first
weekend. During January, the system experienced an average weekday ridership of 30,617 boardings,
according to Phoenix Valley Metro. That's well above the first-year average ridership forecast of 26,000
daily boardings.

ridership slipping

Systems in Salt Lake and Charlotte also are off to better-than-anticipated starts. However, there are
signs that ridership in both cities may be slipping as low fuel prices and rising unemployment drive down
passenger numbers.

Ridership at the 38-mile Frontrunner train in Salt Lake City, which opened in April of last year, initially
surpassed expectations. Ridership peaked at about 8,700 average weekday boardings in August, which
was above the first-year forecast of 5,500 average weekday boardings. However, in December, average
weekday boardings dipped to 5,311, according to the Utah Transit Authority.

Similarly, the 10-mile Lynx light rail line in Charlotte, N.C., had an average of 13,963 weekday riders in
January, according to Charlotte Area Transit. That's well above the forecast of 9,100 average weekday
riders during the first year. Still, January's ridership was down sharply from a peak of about 17,000 in
July when gasoline prices were higher and the economy was healthier.

After Lynx opened in December 2007, ridership climbed about 23 percent through July 2008. However,
Charlotte Area Transit System bus ridership increased by 24 percent, according to a September report
by the John Locke Foundation, which is a Raleigh, N.C.-based free market advocate. According to the
study, about two-thirds of the increase in Lynx ridership could be attributed to gas price increases,
regional growth and economic circumstances, rather than the availability of better transit service.

"This means that ridership is likely to be vulnerable to declining gasoline prices or a strengthening
economy," the study stated.

local concerns

Critics of Honolulu's plan to build a commuter train express similar concerns.

A train, when combined with TheBus, is projected to increase overall mass-transit ridership to 7.4
percent of total transit trips in 2030, compared with just 6.1 percent if the commuter rail line is not built,
according to the city. That's a 21 percent increase in public transit ridership. However, mass-transit
ridership in Honolulu historically has declined as a percentage of the population during the past several
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put up shortly, she said.

The next improvement motorists will see is the new turn lanes and revamped signalized intersection
at the 'A'awa Drive/Old Fort Weaver Road intersection early next month, Mori said.

The better news is that once the new signalized intersections are operating, traffic managers will be
able to control the systems from a remote location, Mori said. New traffic cameras will also be
installed farther down Fort Weaver "so traffic can be better monitored and the public will be able to
receive more accurate (and) timely information on traffic conditions.”

In the next month, an additional lane will open on both sides from '‘A'awa/Old Fort Weaver to the key
intersection at Renton Road. The balance of the project is estimated to be done by late August, Mori
said.

Area residents applauded the extended hours of the off-duty officers and said they can't wait for the
entire project to end.

Shirley Aganad, 60, of Ocean Pointe, said both the expansion of Fort Weaver and the opening of the
North-South Road, which will connect with Kapolei Parkway, should ease traffic somewhat.

She and her husband try to work their daily schedules around peak traffic hours, but it doesn't always
work.

"You see it back up at odd times," Aganad said. "When you think you should be sailing you can't, and
when it seems like you're supposed to be backed up, you're coming through."

Mel McKeague, 53, an 'Ewa Beach resident for more than three decades, said the changes will help
but that it will be too little too late.

"The roads are obsolete before they're done," McKeague said. "They're overdeveloping the area.
Homes are popping up here like mushrooms.”
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. Maui's unemployment more than doubled to 7.7 percent.

. Moloka'i continued to have the worst unemployment at 12.9 percent, while Lana'i came inat 7.7
percent.

jobless ranks rise

The rising rate was not a surprise given a nagging recession that's contributed to job losses here and on
the Mainland. It's expected that unemployment will continue to rise here, with 236 workers being added
to the jobless ranks this month when the Hawaii Superferry shut down.

The University of Hawai'i Economic Research Organization has forecast unemployment will rise to 7
percent this year and increase more next year as the state works through the worst economic downturn
since statehood.

Boyd said Hawai'i's unemployment rate would be higher if not for the number of multiple job holders in
the state. He said as much as 8 percent to 9 percent of the workforce here hold more than one job,
while nationally the figure is more on the level of 6 percent to 7 percent.

Thus more people could be losing one of their jobs and still be counted as employed when their income
has declined, Boyd said.

All states and the District of Columbia had higher year-over-year rates, and 49 states and the District of
Columbia saw their unemployment rates move higher in February from the previous month, when
Hawai'i's rate was 6.1 percent.

Seven states including California, Nevada and Oregon had unemployment rates that topped 10 percent
last month. That's up from four states in January.

tough on mainland

Economists predict the national jobless rate will hit 10 percent by year's end even if the recession were
to end later this year as some hope.

Michigan's jobless rate climbed to 12 percent, the highest in the country. South Carolina registered the
second-highest at 11 percent and Oregon came in third at 10.8 percent.

North Carolina came in fourth with an unemployment rate of 10.7 percent, the highest there on records
dating to 1976. California and Rhode Island tied for fifth place at 10.5 percent each.

That was a record high for Rhode Island. The seventh state with a jobless rate above 10 percent was
Nevada at 10.1 percent.

Wyoming once again had the lowest unemployment rate, 3.9 percent.

Additional Facts
Job fair today
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"We are also excited about the $700,000 per week in additional stimulus money that will
help our local economy as unemployment claimants get an additional $25 per week in
benefits," he said.

The additional benefit took effect Feb. 22, and claimants began receiving back pay this
week, Markham said.

"That's a good chunk of change that will go back into Hawaii's economy," he said. "We're
hoping it will create more jobs."

Competition for prospective jobs is fierce, said Judy Bishop, owner of Bishop & Co., a
Honolulu-based staffing and career counseling company.

"It's an employer's market. We get 100 resumes a day when last year we might have
gotten five," Bishop said. "Job seekers must show employers that they are willing to give
120 percent, and they might have to consider taking jobs that are 10 to 15 percent less
than they were making."

It is also more challenging to bring job seekers and employers together in a down
economy, said David Bower, director of marketing for ALTRES, which advertises itself
as Hawaii's largest locally owned employment agency.

"The truth is that a lot of jobs don't get advertised," Bower said. "There are a lot of
barriers in the market because recruitment and advertising are so expensive."

People network within their companies to find or fill jobs, and a lot of companies turn to
staffing agencies to find applicants because it is more cost-effective, he said.

Job seekers who customize their resumes and show that they understand the company's
vision will stand out from other applicants, Bishop said. Joining industry organizations
and using social networking applications like Linked In and Twitter are good ways to
expand professional circles, she said.

"Job seekers need to tell everyone that they know that they are looking for a job. It's the
most effective way to find opportunities,”" Bower said.

Job seekers who need to gain entry into the market should consider temporary work,
Bishop said.
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oriented development zoning regulations around stations. Those rules are partly designed to eliminate
or reduce off-street parking within 2,000 feet of stations in an effort to spur residents and others to use
mass transit.

Walk, wait for bus

The city's goal is to foster transit lifestyles and higher-density developments near train stations. Those
who don't live near train stations can take TheBus to one of the stations. There are 3,800 bus stops
within a 10-minute walk of 95 percent of O'ahu's urban residents, according to the city.

However, it remains to be seen whether people will leave their autos at home to walk to a bus stop then
catch a bus to a train station, said Panos Prevedouros, a UH engineering professor. Train riders will
want to be able to park at train stations, he said.

"It's a big convenience," Prevedouros said. "You take your car. You park and you take the rail for the
long haul or for the congested part of the haul."

The 4,100 to 5,100 spaces planned for city train stations isn't out of line with the amount of public
parking provided at recently opened Mainland train systems. For example, the 10-mile Lynx light rail line
in Charlotte, N.C., opened in November 2007 with 5,554 park-and-ride spaces, according to media
reports. Phoenix's new 20-mile light rail train launched service in December with about 3,500 park-and-
ride spaces.

However, the combined average weekday boardings for both of those systems is about 45,000. That's
fewer than half the 95,000 average weekday boardings expected for Honolulu's train in 2030.

Honolulu doesn't need to offer as many spaces as those less-densely populated cities, Yoshioka said.

If the city does not provide adequate parking near stations, demand could spill over into nearby
communities. According to the city study, the areas most likely to experience demand for spillover
parking include: West Loch, Pearlridge, lwilei and Ala Moana Center. Those four stations could attract a
spillover parking demand of 140 to 370 automobiles each day.

To compound parking concerns, elevated guideway columns and station entrances are expected to
eliminate more than 1,000 on-street and off-street parking spaces along the 20-mile route, according to
the study.

Working it out

Yoshioka said the city will have several strategies for addressing parking problems that may arise once
the train begins operations. Those include:

. Implementing neighborhood parking programs that provide residents with parking permits.

. Establishing leasing arrangements with nearby property owners that have excess weekday parking
capacity.

. Building new parking facilities.
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