INSTRUCTI!ONS

SEE

Form 15-300 UNITED STATLS DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

BT IR

Hawaii

{duly 1949} NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
) : COUNTY-
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES . Honolulu
INVENTORY -~ NOMINATION FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
ENTRY NUMHBER CATLC
(Type all entries — complete applicable sections)
1. NamE
C OVMON.

Merchant Street Historical District

AND OR HISTORIC: "

(80-14-9905)

{2 vocaTiol

STREET ANT MUMTER.

individual addresses for buildings are shown on the attached

CITY QR YOVN:

Honolulu

map of Ch¢ area.

STATE

Hawaii

CODE

COUNTY:

CO0E

03

. = 15
I3 CLASSIFICATION -

Honolulu

CATEGGRY
{Check One)

OVNERSHIP

STATUS

ACCESSIBLE
TO THE PUBLIC

™ Public
[ Private

T Boih

Public Acquisition:

XX Distriet )
O In Process

1 Site

I 'Building
1 Structure

O Object

[ Being Considered

X Oceupied )
I} Unoccupled

(3 Preservation work

Yes:
XX Restricted
[ Unarestricted

{71 Ne

in progress

PRESENT USE (Chock Oav or More as Appropriste)

O Agricultural A XGovernment O Pork
XXCommercial £1 Indusirial ] Privote Residence
[J Educational 3 fedditory [ Religious

XX Entertainment 2 Museum O Scientific

] Transpoertation
[ Other (Specity)

O Comments

f4. OWNER OF PROPERTY

OWMNENR'S NAME:

Multiple Ownership

1

PTLY L

STREET AND NUMBER:

TeMBH

CITY OR TOWN:

STATE:

COOE | 4.,

{5. LOCATION OF {EGAL DESCRIPTION.

COURTHOUGSE, REGISTRY OF DEELS, ETC:

Bureau of Conveyances

Tax Office Annex
P.0.Box 2867

STREET AND NMUMBER:

TAANNGD

CTITY OR TOWN:

Honolulu

STATE

Hawaii

CODE

15

_JnInIOUOH

-_JL_ .

[6. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

TTiE or sorviyy MOSTTOT ENE BUILdings appcar in the survey done by
Force and are mentioned in thelr

the Historic Bujldines Task
SUB e - Oily— -lgi—ﬂonb-lﬂlﬁ. —
ATC OF SuRvEY 1 Federal

i1 State

B Cou;l_l—y

; Local

ArM Az NEA

DRFOSITORY FOR SUYVYEY RECORGS:

Archives of Hawali

2 SO
Sd M L

L

STREET AND MUMDER:

Iolani Palace Grounds

by

ASHO AN

CITY OR TOWM:

Honolulu

STATL

Hawaii

CODE

15

LS R

-
=

AR00153100



- {7. DESCRIPTION

{Check One)
XX Excellont X0 Good XN Foir - XX Deteriorated {7J Rvins {71 Unexposed
{Check One) + (Check One)
XX Altered [Q Unaltered C] Moved XX Original Site
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Merchant Street Historical District, occupying four square
blocks in downtown lonolulu, contains a variety of interesting
old buildings. 'The area is what remains of "old" Honolulu.
Merchant Strxeet, once the main street of the financial and
governmental part of the city, bisects the district and is
lined with low-rise, well maintained buildings of character .
and distinction (see attached map). :

CONDITION

Beginning at Fort Street and heading down Merchant toward
Nuuanu, on the left is the old Bishop Estate building, con-
structed in 1896. This small two story building, with its
fortress-like appearance creates an illusion of being larger
than it is. It is constructed of dark grey lava stone taken
from the quarries found on Bishop Estate land. Next to this
building is the old Bishop Bank building, built in 1878 to
house the Bank of Bishop. Of brick construction, it has been
stuccoed over and some of the first floor windows have bzen
covered over to add wall space on the interioy¥. Sensitive
treatment would easily restore it to its original character.
Across Merchant Street from these two buildings is a large
empty space which up until June .1972 was occupied by the
Hawaiian Gazette building. This empty space is also the site
of the original Honolulu Hale (Honolulu City Hall). Next

to this empty space, still heading toward Nuuanu Avenue, i35 the
Kamehameha V Post Office. This building was previously “nomin-
ated to and placed on the National Register. Across Merchant
Street from Kamehameha V Post Office is the Melchers Building,
now the home of the Honolulu Prosecuting Attorney's offices.
This is the oldest .commercial building still standing in
Honolulu, having been constructed in 1854. It is constructed
of coral blocks, but the texture has been lost under layers

of stucco and paint. It is a very simple two story structure,
reflecting the simplicity and pragmatism of construction in
mid-nineteenth century Hawaii.

3358
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Across Bethel Street from the Melchers Building is the 0ld
Honolulu Police Station. While not as old as the other build-
ings in the District, its low-rise Mediterranean style is
harmonious with the rest of the buildings. Across Merchant
Street from the 0ld Police Station is the Yokohama Specie Bank
building. This building, built in 1909, is a major contributor
to the character of Merchant Street, It is a two-story,
eclectic style building with an elaborate corner entry way.
The building is further emhellished by an ornate freize with
portals decorated by classic wreath and floral carvings above
the second floor. Heading up Bethel Street from Merchant
Street are two other valuable buildings, the Friend building
and the McCandless building. Both of these buildings contri-
bute to the over all scale and character of the District.

ARO00153101



Form 10.3000 UNITED . . ~TES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR s, .TE
Uuly 1969) NATIOMAL PARK SERVICE
Hawall

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES |counTy

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM Honolulu
FOR NP$ USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER DATE

"(Continuation Sheet)

(Number all entriea)

7.

Returning to Merchant Street and again continuing toward Nuuanu
Avenue, the Waterhouse building and the 0l1d Royal Saloon occupy
the right side of the street. The Waterhouse building is a
siniple two story building with a peeling stucco over brick
facade. The 0ld Royal Saloon, the last reminder of Honolulu's
once thriving waterfront community, has been successfully

turned into a restaurant and has been rennovated in a harmonious
eclectic style. It occupies the corner of Merchant Street and
Nuuanu Avenue.

Across Nuuanu Avenue from the 0ld Royal Saloon is the T.R. Fostexy
building. This building, now known as Alfie's Pub to much of
the downtown community, was the first building in the Merchant
Street area to be recognized for its potential economic value
because of age, style and character. The stucco exterior was
removed to reveal one of the finest examples of brick artistry
and craftsmanship existing in Honolulu. The T. R. Foster build-
ing and the small brick warehouse behind it (now also a small
restaurant) were built in 1891. -While actually geographically
situated within the area de51gnated as the Chinatown Historical
District, in character and in style, both of these bulldlngs
belong with the Merchant Street buildings. -
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The buildings along Merchant Street between Nuuanu and Bishop
Streets provide a unique opportunity to preserve a significant
.aspect of Honolulu's architectural heritage. Dating from 1854},
these buildings portray tangible evidence of the growth and
development of Honolulu's professional and business community.
A great deal of the economic -and political history of Hawaiil
was created and written by the previous occupants of these
buildings. Ranging from banks to bars and post office to
newspapers, they have paid silent witness to the creation of
present day Hawaii.

Individually, the buildings along Merchant Street are of great
architecturai and historical value. The oldest existing com-
mercial building in Honolulu, (Melchers Ruilding, 1854) first
use of precast concrete block construction, (Kamehameha V Post
Office, 1871), the "romantic" old Honolulu Police Station,

As a group, they represent an incalculable asset as an histoic
record of Honolulu's past. The variety of architectural styles
depict the changing attitudes and living patterns during the
emergence of Honolulu as a major city. The loss of even the
simplest of these buildings would lead to the destruction of
the harmony and continuity created by their combined existence.

The variety of styles, forms and materials create an unplanned
character of great value, unified by the common element of
human scale. Being adjacent to the vertical growth area of
Bishop Street, the need to prescrve this small scale human
environment becomes all the more apparent.

The recent interest and restoration of many of these buildings
gives evidence to the growing concern and reapprailsal being
dirccted towards Honolulu's architectural heritage. The nced
to establish a sense of identity and permanency in the down-
fown area is becoming increasingly evident as in recent years |
many of the finest historic buildings have been needlessly lost.

It ig fortunate tp have such a valuable gro%pt?f buildings in
1

sound condition that rcquire no great effor an recognition.
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Merchant Street allows Honolulu the opportunity to create an
Historic District that would provide a permanent area for future
generations to participate in a living element of Hawaii's
heritage. The outer limits of this historical distriet are:
Nuuanu Avenue, King Street, Fort Street, and Queen Street
(extended in a straight line to intersect with Nuuanu Avenue).
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