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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY (Continued)

II. Summary of Demographic Information

The total population of the Metropolitan Area in 2007, which is the Island of O‘ahu and Honolulu
County, is approximately 929,000. Total employment in 2007 is close to 532,000. Nearly 590,000
people, more than half of the total population, are located in the study corridor.

As calculated within a one-mile radius of the stations, per Appendix A of the July 2008 U.S. Department
of Transportation, Federal Transit Administration Reporting Instructions for the Section 5309 New Starts
Criteria:

e Five stations have a 2007 population density of over 15,000 persons per square mile —Kalihi, Iwilei,
Chinatown, Downtown, and Ala Moana Center.

e Five stations have a 2007 population density between 8,000 and 15,000 persons per square mile—
West Loch, Pearlridge, Kapalama, Civic Center, and Kaka‘ako.

e The Chinatown Station has the highest 2007 population density of over 21,000 persons per square
mile.

e Five stations have a 2007 employment density of over 30,000 persons per square mile — Chinatown,
Downtown, Civic Center, Kaka‘ako, and Ala Moana Center.

e The Downtown Station has the highest employment density with almost 90,500 persons per square
mile, followed by the Chinatown Station with almost 68,500 persons per square mile.

Relatively large areas within the study corridor are transit-dependent because they contain a large number
of households without cars relative to other parts of O‘ahu. A corridor-wide on-board transit survey
conducted in December 2006 and January 2007 showed:

e 65 percent of bus riders are transit dependent
e 29 percent of bus riders have use of a personal vehicle

e 6 percent did not answer the question

II. Existing Land Use

Existing land use in the East Kapolei to Ala Moana Center fixed guideway corridor is currently transit
supportive or has the potential to develop around transit. The narrow, geographically constrained corridor,
where most of O‘ahu’s residents live and work, is currently served by the island’s existing major
transportation facilities. Most of the corridor is developed from Waipahu to WaikikT .

The highest density developments, such as office, retail, government, residential, and hotel towers, are
located between Downtown Honolulu and Ala Moana Center. Major redevelopment and construction to
even higher densities are occurring in this area. Between the western area of ‘Aiea heading east toward
Honolulu Harbor is an area with a mix of military and federal uses to industrial and residential uses. The
lowest density development in the project corridor, such as single-family detached housing, low-rise
office parks, free-standing shopping centers, and retail stores, is located farther west in Pearl City and
Waipahu. Even farther west, the land uses and zoning in ‘Ewa and Kapolei, immediately adjacent to the
transit guideway, are either vacant or agricultural land with some low residential density and retail
developments at greater distances from the proposed alignment.

The existing rates of growth, market acceptance of increased densities, scarce developable land in central
Honolulu, and increasing land prices are trends that support a successful transit project. On the island of
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY (Continued)

together with the City Charter, provides direction for the future development on O°ahu and clearly
articulates transit supportive development objectives and policies for the corridor. Regional plans, which
include two development plans and six sustainable communities’ plans, encompass the entire island of
Oc‘ahu.

Future development in the corridor is guided by “community” level comprehensive plans. As part of the
City’s overall strategy to maintain a compact urban core, most of the projected growth is directed to the
Primary Urban Center development plan area, which extends from Kahala to Pearl City (City and County
of Honolulu DPP, 2004c), and the ‘Ewa development plan area (City and County of Honolulu DPP,
2000). Sustainable Communities Plans for Central O‘ahu, East Honolulu, and other parts of the island
focus on maintaining the character of these communities and preserving their significant natural, cultural,
and scenic resources.

The Primary Urban Center and ‘Ewa Development Plans identify urban growth boundaries and
incorporate smart growth policies to support transit. The Primary Urban Center Development Plan, for
example, concentrates development close to established activity centers served by regional transit. For
example, the plans® emphasis on revitalization of older neighborhoods and shopping centers in the ‘Aica,
Pearl Harbor and Pearl City Town Centers with pedestrian-oriented and mixed use development is fully
compatible with transit service to stations in these locations.

Recent developments in Honolulu have demonstrated an increasing trend toward “Smart Growth”
development under current zoning.

Zoning is a key implementing tool to turn land use planning policies into development, and as such is
used to implement the comprehensive plans. A new TOD Ordinance recently signed by the Mayor of
Honolulu requires the development of neighborhood TOD plans which will recommend zoning regulation
for each individual station along the alignment (City and County of Honolulu DPP, 2009f).

Several recent and planned developments near proposed station locations in the corridor have established
a strong trend toward transit oriented design in response to market demand and policies adopted by the
City and County of Honolulu Department of Planning and Permitting (DPP) and the Hawai‘i Community
Development Authority (HCDA). These projects include multi-use buildings, higher densities, pedestrian-
friendly streets, and infill development. Projects, such as Ward Village and Keola La’i, as well as, other
developments, such as the future Ho®opili development in West O“ahu, will benefit from the new TOD
Ordinance. A few examples of high density and TOD developments are highlighted below:
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY (Continued)

V. Performance and Impacts of Land Use Policies

Honolulu’s transit supportive development policies are working. Transit supportive housing and
employment development is already under construction, or has been completed, around the Project. Major
retail (i.€., a 200,000 square feet Nordstrom outlet department store), housing and office expansion are
complete while on-going development, such as the Vanguard Lofts, continues in the corridor between
downtown Honolulu and Ala Moana Center.

The downtown and Kaka‘ako area is experiencing an in-fill building boom as evidenced by over 10 high-
rise condominium and apartment buildings finished or started in the five year period starting in 2004. A
number of new commercial buildings have also gone up along with the new University of Hawai‘i at
Manoa John A. Burns School of Medicine (HCDA, 20091). Underutilized parcels in this arca that are
large and zoned for high-density development are now at a premium, and a large number of those left are
controlled by a single land owner, Kamehameha Schools and part of the Kaiaulu ‘o Kaka*ako Master
Plan, (HCDA, 2008). As this central area builds out there will be growing pressure in the future to
redevelop portions of Kalihi farther west, especially near the stations.

On the west end of the corridor, the “Second City” of Kapolei and communities in the ‘Ewa Plain
continue to grow with planned developments such as Ho opili and the new campus of the University of
Hawai‘i West O‘ahu shown above. Most of the land suitable for development is located in “Ewa and
Kapolei. Major commercial and residential developments have been completed in the central Honolulu
area, such as large in-fill projects in Kaka‘ako (HCDA, 2005a) like Moana Pacific (HCDA, 2009¢) and
Keola La‘i (HCDA, 2009d). Growth in most other areas of the island outside of the project corridor is
slow, as planned.

The overall regional effect of the transit line to attract even more development interest to the 20-mile
corridor is expected as regional planning and market conditions support such transit supportive
development.

VI. Other Land Use Considerations

The project corridor is physically perfect for a high capacity transit investment. The unique topography of
the corridor is a narrow and high-density corridor between the mountains and the Pacific Ocean on the
southem shore of O“ahu.

Tourist generated transit ridership will add to resident ridership since the corridor provides access to
major destinations of cultural and historic interest. Visitors to O‘ahu represent a large transit ridership
opportunity. The corridor includes tourist destinations such as; Aloha Stadium, the Arizona Memorial
close to Pearl Harbor Naval Base, the main cruise ship terminals, major historic sites and museums, and
the largest retail center in Hawai‘i. Finally, since the elevated guideway will afford spectacular views of
O‘ahu, the opportunity to tap the tourist market as riders is potentially strong.
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Information
Requested Documentation Supporting Land Use Criterion

1.

EXISTING LAND USE

The 2007 study corridor employment of more than 434,800 is projected to increase
more than 20 percent to almost 525,000 in 2030. Per square mile, the 2007 average
employment density was nearly 2,900 jobs in the study corridor. In 2030, there will be

nearly 3,500 jobs per square mile.

Table 1. 2007 Summary of Qualitative Factors

Total Population and
Employment on O‘ahu

Population Density
per Square Mile

Employment Density
per Square Mile

Population: 929,000

Employment: 532,000

Study Corridor: 3,900

Study Corridor: 2,900
CBD: 119,000

Source: The FTA Land Use Quantitative Template for The Project
*rounded to the nearest hundred

The total area within one-half mile of the 21 stations is approximately 13 square miles.
The housing units, population, and employment in this area are discussed in general
below. Details for each station are provided in the Land Use (Quantitative) Template
and calculated per Appendix A of the July 2008 Reporting Instructions for the Section
5309 New Starts Criteria.

e In 2007, there were more than 35,700 housing units within one-half mile of the 21
stations, which are projected to nearly double by 2030 to approximately 63,700
housing units. In 2007, the greatest density was 10,800 units per square mile
around Ala Moana Center, and the average density around the 18 urbanized stations
was 3,500 units per square mile. In 2030, the greatest housing unit density is
projected to be over 22,000 units per square mile around the Civic Center Station,
and the average around all 21 stations will be approximately 4,800 units per square
mile.

e The 2007 population was approximately 87,400 within one-half mile of the 21
stations; it is projected to increase to nearly 144,400 in 2030. In 2007, the
maximum density was 21,100 people per square mile in Chinatown, and the
average around the 18 urbanized stations was 9.400 people per square mile. In
2030, the maximum density is projected to be 37,900 people per square mile in
Chinatown, and the average around all 21 stations will be nearly 11,000 people per
square mile.

o Employment within one-half mile of the 21 stations in 2007 was about 186,000,
which is projected to increase by almost 20 percent to 220,700 in 2030. In 2007, the
maximum employment density was close to 90,500 jobs per square mile in the
Downtown Station (Station 18), and the average around the 18 urbanized stations
was 23,500 jobs per square mile. In 2030, the maximum employment density is
projected to be over 99,000 jobs per square mile in the Downtown Station (station
18), and the average around all 21 stations will be approximately 16,700 jobs per
square mile.

e Existing (2007) demographic information for the Project station cluster areas, as
defined by the FTA methodology for estimating station area socioeconomic
statistics, is summarized in Table 2 for the station clusters. Densities were
calculated using socioeconomic information included as part of the O‘ahu
Metropolitan Planning Organization (O°‘ahuMPQO) approved transit analysis zone
(TAZ) model dataset. Please see the Land Use (Quantitative) Template for more
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Information
Requested Documentation Supporting Land Use Criterion

1. EXISTING LAND USE

the individual 21 stations.

detailed population, employment and housing unit data for the corridor, including

Table 2. Station Cluster Socioeconomic Statistical Summary

Moana Center

Station Station Names 2007 2007 2007
Cluster Population Employment | Housing Unit
ID Density per Density per Density per
square mile square mile square mile
1 East Kapolei to 545 907 197
Ho‘opili
2 West Loch 8,079 4,235 2,093
3 Waipahu 2,729 7,775 1,959
4 Leeward CC and 5,607 2,785 1,757
Pearl Highlands
5 Pearlridge 5,639 7,105 2,274
6 Aloha Stadium 4,095 1,199 1,123
7 Pearl Harbor Naval 1,211 4,822 489
Base
8 Honolulu 1,355 1,355 404
International Airport
9 Lagoon Drive to Ala 58,154 155,814 25,447

Existing High-Trip Generators

were not available.

Source: The FTA Land Use Quantitative Template for The Project

The high housing unit, population, and employment densities around the 18 urbanized
stations would intrinsically generate a large number of transit trips. While the area
around the other three stations is developing, these stations would generate many trips
by attracting surrounding populations and longer distance commuters through bus
transfers and park-and-ride commuters.

Beyond the generally high population and employment densities, certain facilities
would generate a high number of trips individually. Some of the facilities are listed
below with the corresponding station:

e UH West O‘ahu — UH West O‘ahu (University of Hawai‘i West O°ahu, 2002) is
projected to have up to 7,500 students as stated in the University of Hawai‘i West
O‘ahu Strategic Plan, 2002-2010. Support and administrative personnel numbers

e Leeward Community College (Leeward CC) — In 2006, Leeward CC (Leeward
Community College, 2009) had 5,700 students. Support and administrative
personnel numbers were not available.

e Pearlridge — Pearlridge Center (Pearlridge Center) includes Sears, Macy’s, 170
shops, restaurants, and services, plus an eight-story office building.

¢ Aloha Stadium — Aloha Stadium (State of Hawai‘i, 2009) seats 50,000. The
stadium hosts UH football games, a college bowl game, the National Football
League’s Pro Bowl game, Hawai‘i High School Athletic Association games,
carnivals, fairs, concerts, graduations, a large swap meet, and other events. The
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Information
Requested Documentation Supporting Land Use Criterion

1. EXISTING LAND USE

USS Arizona Memorial (US National Park Service 2009), located near the Aloha
Stadium Station, is visited by 1.6 million people a year.

e Pecarl Harbor Naval Base — The Pearl Harbor Naval Base Visitors Center has about
1.6 million people visit Pearl Harbor Naval Base and the memorials each year. The
USS Arizona Memorial is located about half-way between the Aloha Stadium
Station and the Pearl Harbor Naval Base Station.

e Honolulu Interational Airport — Honolulu International Airport (Honolulu
International Airport, 2009) employs nearly 8,000 people and serves more than 21
million passengers a year.

e Kapalama — Honolulu Community College (Honolulu Community College) had
more than 4,200 students in 2006. This does not include support and administrative
personnel.

e  Chinatown — Chinatown is a popular origin and destination location with
numerous multi-cultural eateries and retail shops. It has a population density of over
21,000 people per square mile.

e Downtown — The Downtown Financial District has the highest employment
density in the corridor with approximately 8 million square feet of office space.
Cruise ship ports of call, within a half-mile walking distance of the Downtown
Station, has approximately 250,000 guests. Government center offices have over
3.5 million square feet of office space in and next to the Downtown Financial
District.

e Kaka‘ako — Ward Center (Ward Centers’ is a large retail complex containing a
Nordstrom Shoes and Rack, Sports Authority, Borders Books, and other stores, as
well as an entertainment complex with movie theaters and restaurants. The Neal S.
Blaisdell Center (City and County of Honolulu Department of Enterprise Services,
2002) (arena seating 8,800 and concert hall seating 2,158) is located near the
Kaka‘ako Station and is Honolulu’s major cultural venue.

e Ala Moana Center — Ala Moana Center (Ala Moana Shopping Center) has
1.8 million square feet of retail space and includes a Macy’s, Sears, Neiman
Marcus, and other stores. It is one of the largest shopping centers in the U.S.. It also
serves as a major bus transit hub.
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Requested Documentation Supporting Land Use Criterion

1. EXISTING LAND USE
Existing The 21 stations of the Airport Alignment are listed in Table 3 and illustrated in
station area Figure 2, Figure 3, and Figure 4. Currently, the stations are densely developed, except
development the three stations in West O‘ahu. A discussion of the comparatively “rural” condition of
stations 1, 2, and 3 is presented in the next Existing Land Use subsection, Existing
station area development character. In general, all 21 stations are projected to increase
in density through the project planning horizon.
Table 3. Stations by Number
Station Station Name 2007 Station Area
Number Condition
1 East Kapolei Rural
2 UH West O'ahu Rural
3 Ho'‘opili Rural
4 West Loch Urbanized
5 Waipahu Transit Center Urbanized
6 Leeward Community College | Urbanized
7 Pearl Highlands Urbanized
8 Pearlridge Urbanized
9 Aloha Stadium Urbanized
10 Pearl Harbor Naval Base Urbanized
11 Honolulu International Airport | Urbanized
12 Lagoon Drive Urbanized
13 Middle Street Transit Center Urbanized
14 Kalihi Urbanized
15 Kapalama Urbanized
16 Iwilei Urbanized
17 Chinatown Urbanized
18 Downtown Urbanized
19 Civic Center Urbanized
20 Kaka'ako Urbanized
21 Ala Moana Center Urbanized
Three stations are planned in the central business district (CBD) (Figure 5), as defined
in the Alternative Analysis, which includes Chinatown, the Financial District (Station
18, Downtown), and the Hawai‘i Capital District (Station 19, Civic Center). Kaka‘ako,
the neighborhood just east of the CBD (Figure 6), is rapidly redeveloping with high-
density infill projects.
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1. EXISTING LAND USE

under construction. West of the future North-South Road is the City of Kapolei,
developed largely between Farrington Highway on the north side and Renton Road on
the south side. The future campus of UH West O‘ahu is located east of Kapolei at the
intersection of Farrington Highway and North-South Road. East of North-South Road is
the larger, already developed ‘Ewa Villages area along Fort Weaver Road.

The site of the new UH West O‘ahu campus is near two proposed transit stations on the
west side of North-South Road across from the proposed Ho‘opili development by

D .R. Horton. In addition to the college campus, the proposed development on UH West
O‘ahu lands includes more than 4,000 residential units, more than 800,000 square feet
of commercial floor space, and a number of administrative and classroom buildings on
the 500-acre development area. Currently, maximum residential density is 19 dwelling
units per acre. However, UH West O‘ahu has indicated a willingness to increase density
in the vicinity of transit stations.

Three stations are planned for the ‘Ewa Plain.
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Waipahu to Aloha Stadium—Stations 4 through 9

This urbanized area from Waipahu to Aloha Stadium consists primarily of residential
development and mixed-commercial uses along main roads, including Farrington
Highway and Kamehameha Highway. Commercial and industrial uses are concentrated
south and east of Farrington highway. Residential density generally decreases with
elevation and distance from the shoreline. Most notably, this area includes Leeward CC,
Pearlridge Center, and Aloha Stadium.

Overall, residential and employment density in this area is moderate relative to other
parts of the corridor. On average, population density is approximately 6,300 people per
square mile, and employment density is 5,400 jobs per square mile. Most commercial
developments are on a neighborhood scale, with the exception of Pearl Highlands and
Pearlridge Centers. Six stations are planned for this portion of the project.
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Pear]l Harbor Naval Base to Lagoon Drive—Stations 10 through 12

This section of the corridor (Figure 3 and Figure 4) is a transition zone between the
moderate-density developments on the west side of Aloha Stadium and the complex
dense development east of Middle Street. It is mostly represented by military, federal,
and industrial uses. These are also a significant number of civilian single-family
residences and high rises east and north of the H-1 Freeway in the Salt Lake
neighborhood. Employment density is highest within the Lagoon Drive Station.
Residential and housing units are low within the three station areas. Three stations are
included in this portion of the corridor.
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Middle Street to Ala Moana Center—Stations 13 through 21

This is the most complex and densely developed section of the corridor (Figure 4). The
alignment follows Dillingham Boulevard through a commercial and industrial area, the
latter predominantly related to the activities of Honolulu Harbor. North of Dillingham
Boulevard, the area is a mixture of medium-density residential and mixed
commercial/industrial uses. Farther east, the alignment enters the CBD, which includes
Chinatown, the Financial District, and the Hawai‘i Capital District (Figure 5). East of
the CBD is the rapidly redeveloping area of Kaka‘ako and O‘ahu’s major retail
complexes: Ward Center and Ala Moana Center (Figure 6).

In almost all cases, employment density exceeds population density in the vicinity of
transit stations in this area. Population density within one-half mile of the stations
averages around 11,500 people per square mile and employment density averages
30,800 jobs per square mile.

Kaka‘ako, between the Hawai‘i Capital District and Ala Moana Center illustrates areas
that have a relatively high potential for redevelopment. Many large lots along Ala
Moana Boulevard are currently car dealerships while large lots nearer the transit
alignment are warchouse spaces.
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EXISTING LAND USE

to parking mainly for customers of retail and other commercial properties. From the
Airport Station to the Kapalama Station, there are approximately 80 acres of land area
devoted to parking. There is ample parking within the airport facilities. There is limited
parking in the other stations.

As areas redevelop, parking tends to become scarce and increases in cost. This is
evident in areas such as Iwilei and Kaka‘ako where parking was relatively abundant and
inexpensive five years ago compared to now. Parking is limited to retail customers in
the Iwilei area. In Chinatown, multi-level paid-parking buildings, metered on-street
parking, and paid surface lots are available. However, in areas adjacent to the CBD,
parking remains relatively plentiful and inexpensive, such as in the Civic Center and
Kaka‘ako Stations. Additionally, Ala Moana Center Station has an ample parking
supply with about 40 acres of land area for parking, compared to parking in the CBD
where land area for parking is limited with approximately 10 acres.

Parking rates in the CBD, which consists of Chinatown, the Financial District, and the
Hawai‘i Capital District, have steadily increased as the volume of office space has
increased and vacancy has dropped. Daily parking rates in the Financial District are
approximately $44 a day currently, the highest parking rate in the nation. In the Hawai‘i
Capital District, parking rates are lower, primarily because of its proximity to the
relatively open lots of Kaka‘ako. However, as Kaka‘ako has redeveloped, parking rates
have increased and will continue to do so. In Chinatown, the number of parking spaces
is relatively low, but the City owns the bulk of the spaces. The City charges a daily rate
for the spaces ($21) but generally does not provide monthly parking for non-residents
(people not living in the building in which the parking is located).

Table 4 summarizes the availability of parking and its cost in the major employment
areas of Chinatown, the Financial District, and the Hawai‘i Capital District.

Table 4. Parking Supply in the Central Business District

Chinatown Financial Hawai‘i
District Capital
District
Commercial development unknown 6,300,000 4,000,000
space/office space (square feet)
Number of employees 3,300 27,500 16,600
Number of parking spaces for 1,000 9,900 6,500
employees
Parking spaces per employee 0.30 0.36 0.39
Number of dwelling units 940 575 300
Number of residents 3,360 990 450
Number of parking spaces for 475 550 280
residents
Parking spaces per dwelling 0.50 0.96 0.93
unit
Average daily parking cost $27 $44 $28

In the CBD, parking is primarily confined to structured parking. Only a few small lots
provide street parking. Many parking structures include street-level shops and
restaurants. Therefore, the land area devoted to parking in the CBD is relatively small.
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The current parking supply is a result of existing parking requirements for
developments. Chapter 21-6 of the Land Use Ordinance establishes islandwide off-
street parking requirements for a variety of uses, with some variations for special
districts within the City. Table 5 summarizes those parking requirements.

Table 5. Parking Standards

Use Standard In BMX-4 In Waikikt
Requirements Central Special District
Business
Mixed Use
Zone
Commerce and Business
Office, home improvement 1/400 sf 1/600 sf > 1/800 sf
center, bank, medical clinics, 4,000 sf
and others
Convenience, food, and 1/300 sf 1/600 sf > 1/800 sf
grocery stores 4,000 sf
Eating and drinking 1/300 sf 1/300 sf 1/800 sf
establishments dinning area
>1,500 sf +
1/400 sf
other
Large item sales 1/900 sf 1/1,200 sf
Shopping centers 1/300 sf 1/800 sf
Dwellings and Lodgings
Dwellings, detached, duplex, 2/unit + 1/1,000 1/unit
and farm sf over 2,500 sf
Multifamily dwellings <600 sf 1/unit + 1 1/unit 1/unit
guest/10 units
Multifamily dwellings >600 1.5/unit + 1 1/unit 1/unit
but <800 sf guest/10 units
Multifamily dwellings >800 sf 2/unit + 1 1/unit 1/unit
guest/10 units
Hotel dwelling units 1/unit 1/4 units 0.25/unit
Hotel lodging units 0.75/unit 1/4 units 0.25/unit
Social and Civic Service
Museums and libraries 1/400 sf 1/300 sf
Arenas, theaters, and 1/75 sfor 1/5 1/300 sf or
auditoriums seats 1/10 seats
Elementary and middle 1/20 students + 1/15 seats in
schools 1/400 sf office main
space auditorium
High schools 1/10 students + 1/5 seats in
1/400 sf office main
space auditorium or
5/classroom

sf = square feet

Supplemental Land Use Information and Supporting Documentation Template
Honolulu High-Capacity Transit Corridor Project

Page 41
ay 1,2009

AR00075394















Information
Requested Documentation Supporting Land Use Criterion

2. TRANSIT SUPPORTIVE PLANS AND POLICIES
b. Transit Supportive Corridor Policies

Plans and The City and County of Honolulu General Plan (City and County of Honolulu DPP,
policies to 1977) establishes Honolulu’s Primary Urban Center and a second urban center in
increase ‘Ewa/Kapolei. By channeling more compact development within these zones, this plan
corridor and would increase development at stations in the PUC and ‘Ewa. The transit project would
station area connect these two areas; Stations 1 through 3 are in “Ewa/Kapolei and Stations 8

development through 21 are in the PUC.

The Primary Urban Community (PUC) Development Plan (City and County of
Honolulu DPP, 2004¢) (Figure 56) reinforces this policy with land use strategies that
define lower density and higher density “in-town” residential neighborhoods. The
higher density neighborhoods are centrally located in the areas of Downtown, Ala
Moana, Kaka‘ako, Pearl City, and ‘Aiea. They are generally closer to major commercial
districts and corridors. The PUC Development Plan also increases station development
in Pearl City and ‘Aiea at the Pearlridge and Aloha Stadium Stations. The PUC
Development Plan also promotes mixed-use town centers in Pearl City and ‘Aiea.
Specific policies and guidelines are also intended to integrate land use and transit
planning within the PUC, such as the stated policy to “Provide a transit link along the
Ala Moana/Kaka*ako/Downtown corridor.”

The ‘Ewa Development Plan (City and County of Honolulu DPP, 2000) also defines
the City of Kapolei as the urban core for the Secondary Urban Center of O°ahu. Kapolei
is situated within the half-mile East Kapolei Station (Station 1) with the station location
in the center of the new City. This plan establishes ‘Ewa’s Urban Growth Boundary
(UGB) that protects agricultural lands and open space and focuses planned urban
development within its boundaries. Further, the plan establishes a rapid transit corridor
with six urban transit notes, greenway development for preservation of wetland and
wildlife habitat and community connectivity, and a bikeway network. The Plan states
that land will be reserved for a rapid transit system and communities will be designed to
support non-automotive travel.

Additionally, the ‘Ewa Development Plan defines six districts, including the City
Center, Commercial, and Civic Center Districts. The City Center development is to be
the “high density core of the city” with larger office towers as the predominant form of
development. Transit nodes are to be located near the City Center and Civic Center. The
plan states: “As part of the Development Plan vision for a transit corridor linking the
City of Kapolei, Waipahu, and the PUC, higher density residential and commercial
development should be encouraged around the City of Kapolei transit node and the
transit corridor....” The plan also includes policies for developing transit-oriented
streets and encouraging pedestrian and bicycle travel.

The Central O‘ahu Sustainable Communities Plan (City and County of Honolulu
DPP, 2002) (Figure 58) establishes a Central O‘ahu Urban Community Boundary
(UCB) that protects agricultural lands and open space and focuses planned urban
development within its boundaries. Station 4—West Loch, Station 5—Waipahu Transit
Center, Station 6—Leeward CC, and Station 7—Pearl Highlands all within this
planning area. This plan provides for “medium density residential/commercial mixed
use” around West Loch Station and a “Regional Town Center” around the Waipahu
Transit Center Station. The plan also calls for moderate density/mid-rise housing and
commercial development within walking distance of two major nodes and transit
stations in Waipahu.
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2. TRANSIT SUPPORTIVE PLANS AND POLICIES
b. Transit Supportive Corridor Policies

The Hawai‘i Capital Special District Design Guidelines (City and County of
Honolulu DPP, 1991b) encompasses part of the Downtown and Civic Center Stations
(Stations 18 and 19). Being the State of Hawai‘i and the City and County of Honolulu’s
civic core, this special district includes many historical state, city, and county
government buildings and is characterized by its park-like setting within the urban core.
The precincts that make up this district include the Historic Precinct, which is buffered
to the east, west, and south by an agglomeration of eleven Perimeter Precincts and to
the northeast by the Queen’s Medical Center and Tower Precincts (Figure 68). The
buffering precincts provide height, open space, building scale, density, and design
transition to the Historic District. The park-like setting of the precincts eases pedestrian
connectivity throughout the district and provides continuity and sense of place.
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2. TRANSIT SUPPORTIVE PLANS AND POLICIES
b. Transit Supportive Corridor Policies

Kaka‘ako Makai Area Design Guidelines (HCDA. 2005b). The Kaka‘ako Makai area
is south of Ala Moana Blvd and will be most likely served by Station 19—Civic Center
Station. These design guidelines were developed to guide architectural character,
environmental quality and the visual impacts of development projects within the plan
area. The guidelines call for enhancement of the natural environment,; creation of
gathering places and pedestrian amenities that support day and night-time activities, and
architectural design that is not imposing upon the public realm.

Plans to In 2006, an amendment to the charter of the City was passed to make Honolulu
develop “pedestrian- and bicycle-friendly” (City and County of Honolulu, 2006a). This is now
pedestrian one of the priorities of the City Department of Transportation Services. In April 2007,
facilities, the City announced plans to install pedestrian countdown timers at all crosswalks. This
including new project, along with ongoing curb-ramp projects, will continue to improve
facilities and pedestrian facilities throughout Honolulu.

ii;lsh;bnlzg ecess The Hawai‘i Statewide Transportation Plan (HSTP) (Hawai‘i State DOT, 2002)
promotes development of a pedestrian-friendly environment. Objectives to the HSTP is

to “encourage bicycle and pedestrian travel for trips of short distances™ and “facilitate

and provide walking and bicycling options that meet statewide and community needs.”

The O‘ahu Regional Transportation Plan 2030 (ORTP) (O’ahuMPQ, 2006) includes
development of a pedestrian plan for O‘ahu. The ORTP also incorporates plans for
bicycles in a network of on-road bike lanes and off-road shared-use paths, including
clements of Bike Plan Hawai‘i and “Priority One” bike facility projects identified in the
Honolulu Bicycle Master Plan (City and County of Honolulu DTS. 1999).

The Ala Moana-Sheridan Community Plan (City and County of Honolulu DPP,
2006) also reinforces multi-modal transportation with improved pedestrian crosswalks
at major intersections and redesigned streets to improve pedestrian safety and provide
medians and bike lanes. Planning for the Ala Moana Center Station includes direct
pedestrian connections to the Center’s mall level.

The ‘Aiea-Pearl City Livable Communities Plan (City and County of Honolulu DPP,
2004a) improves pedestrian and bicycle circulation to improve access and safety. One
of the key goals of this plan is to “improve transit, pedestrian, and bicycle access that is
compatible with land use, zoning and urban design to reduce dependency on the
automobile.” Specifically, the ‘Aiea-Pearl City Transportation Plan provides an
assessment of all existing transportation facilitics and recommendations for roadway
and intersection design, traffic, transit, bicycle, and pedestrian improvements within the
planning area which encompasses Stations 6 through 10. It calls for integrated facility
improvements to provide multi-modal transportation choices to the residents, workers
and visitors of the Community; this includes specific intersection and corridor
improvements, transit improvements and designation of transit centers, the creation and
improvements of bikeways, and the establishment and upgrades to trails and pedestrian
paths.

The Waipahu Livable Communities Initiative (City and County of Honolulu DPP,
2009d) incorporates a pedestrian/bikeway system that would connect existing
segmented facilities and extend connections into the town core. “The proposed
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2. TRANSIT SUPPORTIVE PLANS AND POLICIES
b. Transit Supportive Corridor Policies

Parking The City Department of Planning and Permitting (DPP) has established parking

policies requirements that are presented in Chapter 21, Land Use Ordinance, of the Revised

{allowances Ordinances of Honolulu. The Land Use Ordinance includes islandwide off-street

for reductions | parking requirements with some variations for the special districts within the city

in parking (Table 5). The existing parking requirements in the Land Use Ordinance are somewhat

requirements supportive of transit because they allow for less parking per square foot of development

and traffic in the Central Business Mixed Use Arca (BMX-4).

Te”;gizZnZans The Primary Urban Center (PUC) Development Plan (City and County of Honolulu

fog DPP, 2004c), prepared by DPP, supports parking policies that promote transit:

development Develop strategically located public parking facilities to support transit

near stations, ridership.

plans for _ Promote transit ridership and increase housing affordability, reduce off-

park-and-ride treet parking requirements in the transit corridor and consider

lots, parking s parking req . . o o

establishing maximum parking ratios rather than minimum ratios in

management) selected areas.
Park-and-ride facilities will be provided at stations near intermodal and highway
connections.
The Waipahu Neighborhood Transit Oriented Development Plan Draft (Plan)
(Figure 71) (City and County of Honolulu DPP, 2009¢) includes zoning
recommendations. One of the recommendations is for Parking Requirements. “The Plan
recommends reduction in the required number of off-street parking spaces in order to
reflect the lower auto ownership in transit-oriented districts.” Since the Plan proposes a
mix of complementary of uses in a neighborhood “designed to accommodate
pedestrians, bikes, buses and trains to reduce dependence on the automobile,” the plan
recognizes the need for standard parking areas. Some permitted uses recommended in
the design guidelines of the Plan and the Waipahu Livable Communities Initiative
includes commercial parking lots and garages, joint use parking facilities, and off-site
parking facilities.
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2. TRANSIT SUPPORTIVE PLANS AND POLICIES
¢. Supportive Zoning Regulations Near Transit Stations

Zoning
ordinances
that support
increased
development
density in
transit station
areas

Land Use Ordinance (City and County of Honolulu DPP, 2009a)

Existing station development is governed by the existing land use ordinance.

Chapter 21 is the Revised Ordinances of Honolulu provides the land use ordinance for
the Island of O‘ahu, including floor-area ratio (FAR) for each zoning category. Table 6
summarizes the existing FAR limits for each zone likely to be near a transit station.

Table 6. Maximum Floor Area Ratio in Zoning Areas

Use Zone Code Maximum FAR

Apartment (low-density)/mixed use A-1/AMX-1 0.9

Apartment (medium-density)/mixed use A-2/AMX-2 1.9

Apartment (high-density)/mixed use A-3/AMX-3 2.8

Business (neighborhood) B-1 1.0

Business (community) B-2 3.5

Business mixed use (community) BMX-3 3.5

Business mixed use (central) BMX-4 7.5

Industrial (limited) I-1 1.0

Industrial (intensive)/(waterfront) 1-2/1-3 2.5

Industrial-commercial mixed use IMX-1 2.5

The Development Plans for the Primary Urban Center and ‘Ewa, as well as the
Sustainable Communities Plans, which promote transit-supportive planning, were
adopted in the Revised Ordinances of Honolulu (i.¢., zoning code). The Revised
Ordinances Chapter 24 establishes procedures for implementing these plans. An
example is the following excerpt from Article 2, Primary Urban Center, which

encourages development within the urban area and limits development outside this

boundary.
Article 2. Primary Urban Center
Sec. 24-2.3 Adoption of the Primary Urban Center development plan.
Sec. 24.2.5 Consistency.

1. The performance of prescribed powers, duties and functions by all city
agencies shall conform to and implement the policies and provisions of this

ordinance. Pursuant to Revised Charter Section 6-1511.3, public improvement

projects and subdivision and zoning ordinances shall be consistent with the
Primary Urban Center development plan, as adopted.

Sec. 24-2.6 Implementation.

2. Implementation of this article relating to the Primary Urban Center

development plan will be accomplished by the following: Initiating zoning map

and development code amendments to achieve consistency with the policies,
principles, and guidelines of the Primary Urban Center development plan,

3. Guiding public investment in infrastructure through functional plans which

support the vision of the Primary Urban Center development plan.
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2. TRANSIT SUPPORTIVE PLANS AND POLICIES
¢. Supportive Zoning Regulations Near Transit Stations

The Waipahu Neighborhood Transit Oriented Development Plan Draft (Plan) (City
and County of Honolulu DPP, 2009¢) includes zoning recommendations. One of the
recommendations is for Floor Area Ratio (FAR). Overall intensities proposed in the
Plan fall with the range of 0.9 and 2.5 (or up to 3.5 with open space bonus). It is
recommended that within the TOD Precinct, the underlying maximum FARs may be
raised to 3.5 as a Community Benefits Bonus. In order to promote quality transit-
oriented development minimum FAR of 0.5 for TOD Precincts may be appropriate.

Zoning
ordinances
that enhance
transit-
oriented
character of
station area
development
and
pedestrian
access

Transit Oriented Development (TOD) Ordinance (City and County of Honolulu,
2009¢)

The City Council recently adopted, and the mayor signed, a TOD ordinance that
requires the development of neighborhood TOD plans which will recommend zoning
regulation for each individual station along the alignment. The ordinance allows each
neighborhood to define its TOD plan to include specific qualities and neighborhood
attributes that are important to the residents.

In developing the TOD ordinance, DPP considered several elements, including place-
making, public amenities, open space, affordable housing, and improved motorized and
non-motorized circulation requirements. There has been considerable support for TOD,
and the current mayor has recognized the need for TOD legislation and pledged his
support for the TOD ordinance.

Examples of this support include: The City Council passed Resolution 06-369 (City and
County of Honolulu DPP, 2006b) encouraging DPP to increase density in the PUC by
recommending that the maximum appropriate height limit be increased. The resolution
passed unanimously on January 25, 2007.

Zoning
allowances for
reduced
parking

The existing Land Use Ordinance requires that parking be supplied at the rates outlined
in Table 5. Reduced levels of parking are acceptable in the Central Business Mixed Use
Area (zone BMX-4) and Waikiki—the districts that have higher densities than others.

DPP will study potential parking strategies in the vicinity of transit facilities.

The Waipahu Neighborhood Transit Oriented Development Plan Draft (Plan)
(Figure 71) (City and County of Honolulu DPP, 2009¢) The Plan recommends a
reduction required off-street parking spaces in order to reflect lower auto ownership in
transit oriented districts. Recommended parking requirements in the TOD precincts
would be based on type of use. Requirements for housing, office and retail uses are
lowered while industrial uses will remain consistent with existing standards.

Kaiaulu ‘o Kaka‘ako Master Plan (HCDA, 2008) The Kaiaulu Kaka‘ako Master Plan
proposes a strategy of screening parking structures within podium wraps. This will
allow active uses to energize and populate street facing building front while masking
parking from view. Additionally, the podium parking will allow opportunities for
shared parking for residents and ready access to other who may come into the area to
access a retail service or community event.
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2. TRANSIT SUPPORTIVE PLANS AND POLICIES
d. Tools to Implement Land Use Policies

Outreach to The City and County of Honolulu Department of Planning and Permitting (DPP) staff
government work with various planning and architectural consultant teams to succesfully guide land
agencies and use planning projects along the alignment, throughout the study corridor, as well as the
the community | county. Community involvement has been key to a TOD bill signed into law by the

in support of Mayor of Honolulu, March 2009. DPP staff gave presentations to various community
land use groups to introduce TOD and receive public feedback, such as a presentation given July
planning 2008 to the Village Park Community Association (City and County of Honolulu DPP,
2008), and a Transit Oriented Zoning and TOD presentation given at the Hawai‘i Land
Use Law Conference, January 2009 (City and County of Honolulu DPP, 2009f). The
new law will permit establishing TOD zones and new land uses rail transit stations. It
will allow for mixed uses, higher urban densities, and reduced off-street parking
requirements while making sure planners avoid “genetrification” of special districts, as
well as including elements of affordable housing.

Another example of community involvement in support of land use planning was the
development of the Waipahu Neighborhood TOD Plan (City and County of Honolulu
DPP, 2009¢). The effort was lead by the City and County of Honolulu and a private
consultant responsible for the Waipahu Area. Several community workshops were held
from August 2007 to September 2008 to develop a draft Waipahu Neighborhood TOD
Plan currently in public review and receiving comments through May 8, 2009.

In addition to the land use planning efforts, a public involvement program was
undertaken to inform the citizens of O‘ahu about the Honolulu High-Capacity Transit
Corridor Project and provided opportunities for participation in land use planning.

The overall public involvement process included:

e Educating the public and keeping them up-to-date about project progress

e Collecting and addressing community concerns

e Building on the public participation programs from previous corridor projects

e Planning public involvement efforts in cooperation with the Mayor and City staff

e Using the news media, community groups, neighborhood associations, and other
resources within the corridor and throughout O‘ahu

Scoping Meetings—Public scoping meetings for the Project Alternatives Analysis
were held in the study corridor in December 2005. These meetings were conducted in
an open-house format that presented the purpose of and need for the project, proposed
project alternatives, and the scope of analysis to be included in the Alternatives
Analysis. Scoping meetings were held in March 2007 for the NEPA Environmental
Impact Statement (EIS).

Speakers Bureau—The Project’s public outreach program is centered on a grassroots-
oriented Speakers Bureau, staffed by technical professionals. This approach was
developed considering the local style, of “talking story,” which is a socially important
means of conveying information. The speakers were formally trained and then briefed
on a continuing basis as new information emerged. In total, the Speakers Bureau
provided over 275 presentations.
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TRANSIT SUPPORTIVE PLANS AND POLICIES
d.

Tools to Implement Land Use Policies

Forums

The Urban Land Institute sponsored a forum in Honolulu regarding land use and
development implications of the East Kapolei to Ala Moana Center Fixed Guideway
project as it pertains to two of the largest landowners affected by the project,
Kamehameha Schools and D .R. Horton. Presentations by the two landowners
highlighted their aspirations for TOD in-fill in the PUC (Kamehameha Schools) and
TOD in greenfields (D.R. Horton). The event was widely attended, including key DPP
personnel who supported the event.

Agency Coordination

Scoping—An agency scoping meeting for the Alternatives Analysis was held on
December 13, 2005, to provide an opportunity for stakeholder agencies to provide
input on the project at an early stage in the planning process. There were also two
public scoping meetings held on December 13, 2005, and December 14, 2005. An
agency scoping meeting for the NEPA EIS was held on March 28, 2007, along with
three public scoping meetings held on March 28, March 29, and April 3, 2007.

Ongoing Coordination—Following scoping, agency coordination continued as
project details emerged related to the jurisdiction of various agencies. Coordination
efforts included formal meetings, written correspondence, and informal telephone
and personal communication.

Federal Agency Coordination—Federal agency coordination was a combination
of written correspondence and formal meetings. The FTA, the lead Federal agency,
has been actively kept informed of the progress and has been consulted regularly
during the travel model development and refinement. The FTA was also involved in
the development of the EIS and the conceptual engineering. The Federal Highway
Administration, Hawai‘i Division, the Department of the Navy, the Department of
the Army, the Environmental Protection Agency, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, and other environmental agencies were also consulted as necessary to
comply with current guidelines and to share information on project progress.

Hawai‘i State Agency Coordination—Coordination with Hawai‘i State agencies
included the Hawai‘i Department of Transportation, State Historic Preservation
Division, the Office of Hawaiian Affairs, the Department of Hawaiian Home
Lands, the Department of Land and Natural Resources, Hawai‘i Community
Development Authority (HCDA), and the University of Hawai‘i.

Coordination with the O‘ahu Metropolitan Planning Organization
(0OfahuMPO)—Coordination with the O*ahuMPO occurred at several levels.
Presentations were made to O‘ahuMPQO’s Policy, Citizen Advisory, and Technical
Advisory Committees over the course of the development of the Alternatives
Analysis. Also, O‘ahuMPO staff were consulted on technical issues, such as
environmental justice analysis and long-range land use planning.

Coordination with Local Interest Groups—Local interest groups, including the
Outdoor Circle, Kamehameha Schools, and the Pearl Harbor Historic Sites group,
were also involved. Coordination meetings were held with each of these groups to
discuss their particular area of concern.
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2. TRANSIT SUPPORTIVE PLANS AND POLICIES
d. Tools to Implement Land Use Policies

community in
station- areda
planning and
transit-
supportive
development

Regulatory The PUC Development Plan describes implementation strategies for enhancing transit
and financial supportive design as follows:
;ZCOZZ;}:S fo e “To promote the development of higher-density, mixed use (i.¢., residential

. commercial) projects within the rapid transit corridor, provide incentives in the
fransit- . : X

. zoning code, such as floor arca bonuses, use allocation ratios, and shared use of

supportive i d loadine.”
development parking an &

e “To promote pedestrian activity and facilitate transit ridership, establish special
land use, design, and development standards for frontage properties along transit-
oriented streets, with particular attention to the areas around transit centers and
stops. Provide incentives for developers and employers to prepare and implement
trip reduction plans.”

e “Density bonuses may be appropriate for new development projects that
demonstrate reductions in the number of external trips through provision of mixed
uses and transit-oriented design.”

The TOD Ordinance (City and County of Honolulu, 2009¢) recently adopted by the

City Council and signed into law by the Mayor allows “form-based zoning, exemptions,

or other alternatives from existing development regulations, and utilize other incentives

to encourage such development” to promote transit supportive development.
Lfforts to DPP is conducting a series of TOD planning studies for each station with input from
engage the community stakeholders, developers, and the general public. The resulting plans will
development address land use, circulation patterns, urban design, housing, mixed use, parking,

pedestrian amenities, historic and cultural enhancements, and desired and necessary
public investments. New zoning regulations will be adopted for each of the completed
TOD plans to create more opportunities for transit-supportive land uses and
development.

Outreach to
government
agencies
and the
community
in support of
land use
planning

In addition to engaging the development community in TOD planning studies, a Transit
Advisory Committee (TAC) was established, consisting of community leaders
appointed by the Mayor. The TAC serves as a sounding board to ensure that
information and material provided by the Project is effective in communicating with the
public. TAC members will also complement public outreach efforts by using their
individual community networks to ensure that all segments of the community are
involved. TAC meetings have convened at milestone points of the Project.

The TAC has several developers on it, including Kamehameha Schools, D.R. Horton,
HCDA, Brett Hill Construction, and the West O‘ahu Development Association.
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3. PERFORMANCE AND IMPACTS OF LAND USE POLICIES
b. Potential Impact of Transit Project on Regional Land Use

Adaptability of | There is nearly 1,700 acres of vacant land within a one-half mile radius from the 21

station area station sites, the majority of which is within the Urban Growth Boundary. This
land for compares to over 5,000 acres of already developed land in this same area. The largest
development amounts of vacant land potentially available for development are located around

Stations 1, 2, and 3 on the ‘Ewa Plain, as expected. Around those three stations there is
an average of nearly 500 acres of vacant land. Much of that vacant land, now used for
farming, will become Ho opili and UH West O‘ahu (Figure 76).

The quantity of vacant land was estimated using a GIS analysis. Within the one-half-
mile radius depicted in Figure 2 through Figure 4, the quantity of land observed to be
vacant on the aerial photograph was estimated for each station. Land used for
agriculture was counted as vacant unless located outside the Urban Growth Boundary.
The Honolulu International Airport owns over 2,200 land acres and dominates the
Airport and much of the Lagoon Drive Stations. Airport-owned land was not considered
“vacant.” Also, the Pearl Harbor Naval Base Station is dominated by military uses
which also were not considered vacant.

In the vicinity of the other 15 stations, there is an average of only 14 acres of vacant
land per station. East of the Lagoon Drive Station (Stations 13 through 21), the average
drops to only 3 acres per station. The small amount of vacant land indicates the existing
developed nature of the project corridor. The in-fill projects taking place in Kaka‘ako
(Figure 6) and other communities along the corridor illustrate that land is at a premium
but that it is adaptable to redevelopment and TOD.

As discussed in the previous section, demonstrated cases of developments affected by
transit supportive policies, there are numerous recent developments that were sited and
designed in accordance with the design criteria and vision of these Area Plans which
will contribute greatly to increased population, employment and housing units along the
alignment. Further, the Kamehameha Schools recently submitted the Kaiaulu Kaka‘ako
Master Plan for 29 acres within the Mauka District. This master plan proposes overall
plan drawings and pedestrian and vehicular system plans for the School’s properties. It
is estimated that at build out this Master Plan will add over 2 million square feet of
space for commercial use, over 4 million square feet of space residential uses, and over
125,000 square feet of space for industrial uses.

Corridor According to the Department of Business, Economic Development, and Tourism
economic (DBEDT), along with the entire U.S. economy, Hawai‘i’s economy showed continued
environment slowing through the third quarter of 2008 (DBEDT, 2009). In fact, the latest quarterly
forecast by DBEDT indicates that Hawai‘i’s economy will experience virtually no
growth through most of 2009. Depending on the greater U.S. economy and key
international economies, Hawai‘i’s economy should turn positive around midyear 2009
and see modest growth through 2010.

In Honolulu County, the third quarter of 2008 saw Net Individual Income Tax
collections increase by 2.5 percent above the third quarter in 2007. For this same
period, General Excise and Use Tax revenues grew by 2.7 percent, the highest rate in
Hawai‘i. In the third quarter of 2008, Honolulu lost nearly 500 wage and salary jobs or
0.1 percent over the third quarter of 2007. The largest increases were in State Govern-
ment with 1,300 jobs, or 2.5 percent increase from third quarter 2007; Professional and
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3.

PERFORMANCE AND IMPACTS OF LAND USE POLICIES
b.

Potential Impact of Transit Project on Regional Land Use

Business Services increased by 700 jobs, or 1.2 percent from same quarter 2007; and
Health Care and Social Assistance jobs increased with 650 jobs, or a 1.4-percent
increase from third quarter 2007. In the third quarter of 2008, Honolulu experienced
decreased growth in the value of permit activity at 19.2 percent below the same period
in 2007.

Still, within the study corridor, there are several key projects contributing to sustaining
O‘ahu’s more favorable economic position. Among these are:

e The Keola La‘i (HCDA, 2009d) —a 44-story, 352-unit building, with retail space
on the ground floor.

e Hokua Tower (HCDA, 2009a)—a 41-story tower with 248 luxury condominiums
and ground floor commercial space. Nearby, five similar condominium towers total
over 1,700 residential units.

e The Honolulu Design Center (HCDA, 2009b) fronting Kapi‘olani Boulevard—built
with the two Moana Pacific towers, the center has 80,000 square feet of commercial
space.

In relative terms, the economic environment in Honolulu is quite strong.
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4. OTHER LAND USE CONSIDERATIONS (OPTIONAL)
Otherwise Topography
ZZZEZZZZ%“ The topography of O‘ahu is unique and forms the development of a classic and ideal
conditions or’ transit corridor (Figure 2 through Figure 4). Constrained by the mountains and the
consrminr; Pacific Ocean, the flat coastal plain in between is linear and narrow. Through deliberate
under which State and regional policies, development has been concentrated here. Through the years,
the tramsit the narrow corridor has been even more densely developed and now, again through
agency government policies, new development is being directed to West O‘ahu.
operates and Tourism
vyhzch local Tourist ridership on transit will contribute to making the East Kapolei to Ala Moana
mfi{uencg ocla Center Fixed Guideway project a successful transit investment. Nearly 4.7 million
;m dregzona persons visited O‘ahu in 2007. Hawai‘i’s market in terms of tourism has seasonal
an[ use tendencies. In 2007, the greatest numbers of visitors came in December, according to
p ZO feies, J the Annual Research Visitors Report, 2007, by DBEDT (DBEDT, 2009). The next busy
P anls, an months are the summer months of June, July, and August. September, October, and
tmp ementa- November were the slowest months for tourism in 2007. By far the largest sources of
fion tourists are the U.S. Mainland, followed by Japan and Canada. Visitor expenditures
reached $12.8 billion in 2007, a record breaking year. Over 7.6 million visitors came to
Hawai‘i in 2007 (nearly 4.7 million, or 53 percent, of them to O°ahu) and the daily
visitor census was approximately 189,000.
Sustainability
Honolulu has a history of proactively addressing the energy efficiency and
sustainability of its facilities and resources. In 2007, the City was ranked
11th out of 72 major U.S. cities for its success with sustainability and
environmental management by the Earthday Network. [
The state of Hawai ‘i has taken steps towards becoming a Sustainable Community
through the creation of a Sustainability Task Force and development of a Hawai®i 2050
Sustainable Plan (2050 Plan) (State of Hawai‘i, 2008). The purpose of this report is to
identify potential sustainable solutions that can be encouraged along and near the
Project’s fixed guideway. The state’s first definition of sustainability, and the
foundation of the 2050 Plan, is that Hawai‘i achieves the following:
e Respects the culture, character, beauty and history of our state’s island
communities;
e Strikes a balance among economic, social and community, and environmental
priorities;
e Meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future
generations to meet their own needs.
Goals of the 2050 Plan are integrated philosophies that express the sustainable future of
Hawai‘i. The over-arching State goals give counties options to use as a guide to further
their sustainability efforts. They reflect a deeply held sense of where Hawai‘i should be
headed:
e A Way of Life—Living sustainably is part of daily practice in Hawai‘i
M Mayor’s Energy & Sustainability Task Force: Working Toward the 21% Century Ahupua’a, Mayor Mufi Hannemann,
September 2007, pg. 1.
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4. OTHER LAND USE CONSIDERATIONS (OPTIONAL)

o The Economy—A diversified and globally competitive economy enables a
meaningfully live, work and play atmosphere in Hawai‘i;

e Environment and Natural Resources—Natural resources are responsibly and
respectfully used, replenished and preserved for future generations;

e  Community and Social Well-Being—The community is strong, healthy, vibrant and
nurturing, providing safety nets for those in need;

e Kanaka Maoli and Island Values—Making sure Polynesian and island cultures and
values are thriving and perpetuated.

The 2050 Plan is different from other government plans in that it creates a long-term
action agenda for achieving sustainability for the state. It consolidates into one
document key goals and initiatives that will—over time—create a stronger, more
diverse and resilient Hawai‘i because of its balanced approach to implementing
sustainability goals and strategies. Current efforts and on-going projects leading
towards sustainability include; encouraging bus use and an alternative to the single
occupancy vehicle, making transit operations “cleaner” with options such as hybrid,
diesel and electric vehicles, a planned fixed guideway transit system, and making
Honolulu a pedestrian and bicycle friendly city.

Intermodal Station Area Transit Connections

The project is strategically located to maximize the potential for intermodal transfers
because of its proximity to the major roadway network on O‘ahu and existing bus
transfer points. All stations will have pedestrian, bicycle, and local bus access.

Additionally, the following stations have the potential to intercept park-and-ride
commuters 1n automobiles and/or serve feeder buses with an off-street bus transit
center:

e Station 1—East Kapolei Station, serves the fast developing areas of ‘Ewa, ‘Ewa
Beach, and Kapolei, with a park-and-ride facility containing 900 parking spaces.

e Station 2—The UH West O‘ahu Transit Center will serve residents of West O‘ahu
and Wai‘anae, as well as the future university community, with a park-and-ride
facility containing 1,000 parking spaces.

o Station 4—The West Loch Station will serve commuters from West O‘ahu,
including Wai‘anae, since the station is near the H-1 Freeway Interchange at Kunia
Road, with an off-street bus transit center.

e Station 5—The Waipahu Transit Center, a portion of the Central O‘ahu planning
region nearest the Project, will serve surrounding neighborhoods with an off-street
transit center.

e Station 7—The Pearl Highlands Station will serve commuters from Central O‘ahu
since the station is near the interchange of H-1, H-2, and Kamehameha Highway. It
includes a park-and-ride facility containing 1,600 parking spaces.

e Station 8—Pcarlridge Station will serve Pearl City and Aica with an off-street bus
transit center.
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