Public Involvement Overview

May 2010

Month

Hotline Calls* 26

Comment Sense Submissions/Inquiries** 17
Speakers Bureau

Presentations/ Coffee Hours/ Community Displays & Events 37

Neighborhood Boards 22

Community Updates/Mayor’s Town Meetings/ RTD Workshops 0

TV/Radio Appearances 2

*Calls directly to the hotline 808.566.2299

** Includes all comments/inquiries via Project website from the end of the official DEIS comment period

on February 6, 2009 to the end of the month.
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honoluluadve

Posted on: Thursday, May 6, 2010

Letters to the Editor

Rail Tax
Why not use funds to help state budget?

Thank you for printing Rep. Gene Ward's commentary, "Tax raise not needed to balance budget"
(April 23).

I especially appreciate his closing statement, "No one should tell the people of Hawaii that we
don't have any other choice but to raise taxes." He provides some good choices, such as
"borrowing from — not raiding — the Hurricane Relief Fund and the rainy day fund."

There is another choice no one is considering — borrowing from the fixed rail fund. Millions of
dollars are sitting in a fund which could be used to help the city and state in this time of financial
hardship. It seems to me like someone saving up for a Hummer while going without the basic
necessities of life.

Gloria Kaneshiro
Honolulu
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Posted on: Friday, May 7, 2010
Letters to the Editor

'Leaders' should listen to suggestions

David Shapiro's Volcanic Ash column, together with these letters, which I read almost every day,
are the main reasons I subscribe to The Honolulu Advertiser.

Our state and city "leaders" should pay attention to the free advice that is often presented, for
example:

* Run the new Honolulu rail system at grade rather than elevated.
* Get teachers and others to take a pay cut rather than furloughs.

* Ban fireworks statewide.
+ Take camping gear away from the bums in our parks, on our sidewalks, etc., instead of passing

a lot of ineffective laws.

James R. Arcate
Honolulu
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Posted on: Monday, May 10, 2010

Letters to the Editor

Rail project
Cayetano’s claims politically motivated Rail project

Ex-governor Ben Cayetano has reinvented himself as a proponent of clean government since leaving
office. He's employed that theme in opposing the rail transit project and he's dusted it off in his latest, and
we might add, unsubstantiated broadside, with an assist from Councilwoman Ann Kobayashi.

His claims regarding the process we used to hire firms working on rail are spurious. The City and County
of Honolulu has been prudently, if not meticulously, complying with all federal, state, and county
procurement laws and regulations for the rail project. That's been confirmed by federal reviews of the
financial plan, an analysis by the Hawai'i Business Roundtable, and an audit by the city auditor.

And here's the kicker: The procurement law the city has been following was proposed and approved by
the very person now complaining that we didn't follow the law — Ben Cayetano. Hawai'i Administrative
Rules, Section 3-122-66, states that "if the names of less than three qualified persons are submitted the
head of the purchasing agency may determine that negotiations may be conducted provided that the
prices submitted are fair and reasonable, and other prospective offerors had reasonable opportunity to
respond."

As a longtime friend and supporter of gubernatorial candidate Neil Abercrombie and a backer of
Kobayashi's 2008 mayoral ambitions, the ex-governor's claims should be labeled for what they are:
baseless, politically motivated rubbish and a waste of the taxpayers' time and money.

Rix Maurer lii
Chief procurement officer, Department of Budget and Fiscal Services, City and County of Honolulu
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Posted on: Friday, May 14, 2010

Letters to the Editor
Rail Construction

Can city be trusted to get rail started?

Both the mayor and the City Council have failed to handle a simple $10 million contract for
shipping garbage to the Mainland. This has been an ongoing fiasco since last October.

Therefore, how can the taxpayers of O'ahu expect them to handle the construction of a
multifaceted rail system with a cost of hundreds of millions of dollars?

Personally, I have no faith that the rail construction can be managed properly when our local
leaders can't even handle garbage.

Let's stop rail now before it puts the taxpayers in the poor house.

Don Jackson
Honolulu
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Posted on: Tuesday, May 25, 2010

Letters to the Editor
Rail Transit

Scrap train in favor of driverless cars

Randall O'Toole of the Cato Institute, a well-respected public policy research foundation,
believes that rail will be outdated and unpopular in eight years. He says that driverless vehicles
will lead the way in a new transportation revolution. By using laser guided "adaptive cruise
control cars," traffic will flow three times quicker than normal.

Collisions are caused by slow reflexes; computers won't have that. Moving at consistent speeds,
traffic jams will be a headache of the past. Fewer cars idling equals less pollution.

Impossible? Engineers from Stanford have developed the most up-to-date models. Watch the
news this fall when their driverless Audi TT negotiates the hairpin turns up Pikes Peak at racing
speeds.

This vehicle never veers more than a half inch off course. O'Toole says the greatest obstacle is
the government, which would rather push taxpayer subsidized trains. Turning vehicles into
driverless cars is basically a software update.

Scrap the rail, pay our teachers to go back to school, and enjoy your beautiful (hands-free) drive
to work. Why put us into perpetual debt to buy and maintain an obsolete white elephant?

Frank Rogers
Green Energy Outlet
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NEWS RELEASE

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE May 3, 2009

HONOLULU RAIL TRANSIT PROJECT’S RUNWAY PROTECTION ZONE
AVOIDANCE MEASURE APPROVED

Mayor Mufi Hannemann announced today that the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) has
concurred with the City’s Runway Protection Zone (RPZ) avoidance measure for the Honolulu
Rail Transit Project.

Mayor Hannemann is in receipt of an FAA letter stating the “rail project alignment is consistent
with our standards for airport development.”

“This milestone means there are no outstanding issues associated with the rail system serving the
Honolulu International Airport or completing the rail transit Final Environmental Impact
Statement (Final EIS),” said Mayor Mufi Hannemann. “I thank the FAA, the FTA and the State
Department of Transportation for their valuable technical advice and cooperation in reaching this
solution.”

“We are making significant progress toward breaking ground and beginning rail construction.
Building the rail system is the state’s largest economic stimulus and will employ an average of
10,000 workers a year.”

The RPZ avoidance will relocate a portion of the project’s guideway several hundred feet, from
Aolele Street to Ualena Street, beginning approximately 2,000 feet west of Lagoon Drive, and
will relocate the Lagoon Drive rail station to the corner of Ualena Street and Lagoon Drive. The
alignment through the airport area will still be primarily along Aolele Street.

Construction of this segment of the project is expected to begin in 2014.

-30-

Contact: Wavne Yoshioka 768-8305
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NEWS RELEASE

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE May 19, 2010

LOCAL REVENUE FOR HONOLULU RAIL TRANSIT PROJECT HOLDING FIRM

(Wednesday, May 19, 2010)—Mayor Mufi Hannemann announced today the Honolulu Rail
Transit Project has received 99.6 percent of its expected revenue from the General Excise and
Use Tax (GET) surcharge for rail transit.

As of April, the City had received $499.3 million in surcharge revenue. The Project’s
August 2009 financial plan anticipates $501.5 million in revenue during the same period.

“This is excellent news that bodes well for the future of the rail project,” said Mayor
Hannemann. “GET revenues are on track despite the state of the economy, and we have saved
$90 million in construction costs for the first rail contract. We could realize additional savings on
three major rail contracts that will be awarded later this year.”

Hannemann noted that net GET surcharge to the City in March totaled $16.3 million.
“That is an encouraging sign for the rail project and is an early indication that Honolulu’s
economy is getting stronger.”

The rail project’s GET projections and financial plan have been scrutinized and validated
by the Federal Transit Administration, the agency’s independent oversight contractors as well as
leaders with the Hawaii Business Roundtable. The Roundtable called the rail project’s financial
plan conservatively prepared.

Authorized by the Hawaii Legislature and the Honolulu City Council, the one-half
percent GET surcharge began in 2007 and ends in 2022. It is expected to generate about $3.5
billion for the rail project. The surcharge can only be used for rail construction and operations.

-30-

Contact: Bill Brennan 768-6928
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