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A. Bus Shelter Relocation

D. New Edge of Roadway and Sidewalk - View 2

C. New Edge of Roadway and Sidewalk - View 1

B. Driveway Repavement and New Signal Poles

TRAFFIC SIGNAL LOOP DETECTORS

PROPOSED DRIVEWAY REPAVEMENT
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Neal S. Blaisdell Park

Area of Interest
Kamehameha Highway

Kaahumanu Street
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February 5, 2013 
 

Bruce Nagao 
HART  
Alii Place 17th Floor 
1099 Alakea Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii  96813 
 
Re:  Blaisdell Park Monkeypod trees 
 
Dear Mr. Nagao: 
 
The following report addresses three (3) large mature Monkeypod trees growing 
along Kamehameha Highway fronting Blaisdell Park in Pearl City.  The trees are 
growing on both sides of the entry driveway into the park, in the State right-of-way for 
Kamehameha Highway. 
 
The trees are in good health and structurally sound.  They are a major landmark for 
the Blaisdell Park entry. 
 

                            
 
The first Monkeypod tree is on the Ewa side of the entry, has a forty inch trunk 
diameter, thirty-five foot height and eighty-foot crown spread.  The main trunk is 
leaning at approximately thirty-five degree angle into the park, the sidewalk has been 
bumped out to allow space for the trunk and buttress roots, the tree has cracked and 
uplifted the sidewalk.  The tree is asymmetric with the majority of foliage growing over 
the park. 
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Page # 2 
 
 

The second and third trees are on the Diamond Head side of the park entry.  The 
sidewalk was moved to the park side of the two trees to accommodate the large 
trunks. 
 

                          
 
The second tree has a thirty-seven inch trunk diameter, thirty-five foot height and 
sixty-foot crown spread, the trunk has a slight lean toward the park and is 
asymmetric. 
 

                          
 
The third tree has a forty-inch trunk diameter, thirty-five foot height and fifty-foot 
crown spread.  The trunk consists of low codominant branches with large trunk 
wounds from past pruning cuts. 
 

                                    
 
The new alignment for the HART Project will severely impact the three Monkeypod 
trees.  The trees are too large to relocate and excavation will structurally weaken the 
trees stability.  I recommend the trees be removed.  The wood could be repurposed 
by woodworkers. 
 
I recommend a proactive agenda by the City and County of Honolulu, Department of 
Parks and Recreation, Division of Urban Forestry and State of Hawaii Department of 
Transportation to plant new Monkeypod trees inside the entry gate as soon as 
possible to provide a growth and establishment period for the trees. 
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This will reduce the negative impact to the public when the three trees have to be 
removed for construction.  A meeting of representatives from HART, City and County, 
State of Hawaii DOT, Parsons Brinckerhoff, Kiewit, Landscape Architects and Project 
Arborist should be arranged to address the issue.  There appears to be space inside 
the park entry for new trees. 
 

                             
 
 

 
If you have any questions, please contact my office at 808-734-5963. 
 
Respectfully yours, 

 
Steve Nimz, 
ASCA Consulting Arborist   ISA Certified Arborist # WE- 0314AM 
       ISA PNW Certified Tree Risk Assessor # 419 
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Neal S. Blaisdell Park

Area of Temporary Occupancy (18,500 SF)

Kamehameha Highway

Kaahumanu Street

Three Monkeypod Trees to be Removed
from HDOT Right-of-Way (Tree Canopies
Overhang Neal S. Blaisdell Park)
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Kamehameha Highway

Kaahumanu Street

New Bus Shelter

New Traffic Signal Poles

Repavement of Park Entrance
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